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H I S T O R. Y 

OF THE 

DECLINE AND FALL 

OF the 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

Death of Honorius.—VaUntinian III. Emperor of the 
Eaft.— Adminijlration of his Mother Placidia . — 

JEtius and Boniface* — Conqueft of Africa by the 
' Vandals, , - 

D uring a long and dlfgraceful reign of c h A P. 

of twenty-eight years, Honorius, emperor 
of the Weft, was feparatcd from the friendfliip 
of his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, of Hono- 
who reigned over the Eaft; and Conftantinople a.d.+ij, 
beheld, with apparent indifference and fecret joy, Aug. 27. 
the calamities of Rome. The ftrange adventures 
of Placidia* gradually, renewed, and cemented, 
the alliance of the two empires. The daughter 

* Se« Chap. xxxi. 

Vot. Vl. B of 
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a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ P . of great Theodofius had been the captive 
and the queen of the Goths : fhe loft an affec- 
tionate hufband ; (he was dragged in chains by 
his infuking affaflin i fhe tafted the pleafure of 
revenge, and was exchanged, in the treaty of 
peace, for fix hundred thoufand meafurcs of 
wheat. After her return from Spain to Italy, 
Placidia experienced a new perfecution in the 
bofom of her family. She was averfe to a mar- 
riage, which had been ftipulated without her 
confent} and the brave Conftantius, as a noble 
reward for the tyrants whom he had vanquifhed, 
received, from the hand of Honorius himfelf, 
the ftruggling and reluflant hand of the widow 
of Adolphus. But her refiftance ended with the 
ceremony of the nuptials; nor did Placidia refufe 
to become the mother of Honoria and Valenti nian 
the third, or to affume and excrcife an abfolute 
dominion over the mind of her grateful hufband. 
The generous foldier, whole time had hitherto 
been divided between focial pleafure and military 
fervice, was taught new leffons of avarice and 
ambition ; he extorted the title of Auguftus j and 
the fervant of Honorius was affociated to the 
empire of the'Weft. The death of Conftantius, 
in the feventh month of his reign, inftead of 
diminilhing, feemed to increafe, the power of 
Placidia; and the indecent familiarity * of her 

brother, 

* T« funx’’ is the exprefilon of Olympiodoms 

(apud Photiuin, p. 197.)} who means, perhaps, to deferibe the 
fame careffes which Mahomet beftowed on his iavghtir Phatemah. 
Qtundo (fays the prophet himfelf), quando fnbit mihi defiderium 

Faradili, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. % 

brother, which might be no more than the fymp- 
toms of a childifli afFcclion, were univerfally 
attributed to inceftuous love. On a fuddcn, by 
fome bafe intrigues of a Reward and a nurfe, this 
cxcellive fondnefs was converted into an irrecon- 
cileable quarrel : the debates of the emperor and ■ 
his fifter were not long confined within the walls 
of the palace j and as the Gothic foldiers adhered 
to their queen, the city of Ravenna was agitated 
with bloody and dangerous tumults, which could 
only be appeafed by the forced or voluntary re- 
treat of Placidia and her children. The royal 
exiles landed at Conftantinople, foon afeer the 
marriage of Theodofius, during the feftival of 
the Perfian vidlories. They were treated with 
kindnefs and magnificence ; but as the ftatues of 
the emperor Conftantius had been rejefted by the 
Eaftern court, the title of Augufta could not de- 
cently be allowed to his widow. Within a few 
months after the arrival of Placidia, a fwift mef- 
fenger announced the death of Honoriusj the 
confequence of a dropfy but the important fecret 
was not divulged, till the neceflary orders had 
been difpatched for the march of a large body of 
troops to the fea-coaft of Dalmatia. The fhops 
and the gates of Conftantinople remained fhut 
during feven days; and the lofs of a foreign 
prince, who could neither be efteemed nor re- 

ParaJiC, ofculqr earn, et ingero linguam meam in os ejus. But this 
feafual induigence was jullified by miracle and mylteiy; and the 
anecdote has been commmiicated to the public by the Reverend Fa- 
ther Maiacci, in hii Verfion and Confutation of the Koran, tom. i. 

p. 31. 

B a grettedi 
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■k 

CHAP, aretted, was 'celebrated with loud and afFcfted 

XXXIII. ^ 

^ demonftrations of the public grief. 

Elevation While the minifters of Conftantinople delibe- 
the*ufurper Vacant thronc of Honorius was ufurped 

'^°a’d ambition of a ftranger. The name of the 

42J— 415. rebel was John : he filled the confidential office 
of PrimiceriuSy or principal fecretary ; and hiftory 
has attributed to his charafter more virtues, than 
can eafily be reconciled with the violation of the 
inoft facred duty. Elated by the fubmiffion of 
Italy, and the hope of an alliance with the Huns, 
John prefumed to infult, by, an embafly, the 
majefty of the Eaftern emperor; but when he 
underftood that his agents had been banilhed, 
imprifoned, and at length chaced away with de- 
ferved ignominy, John prepared to alTert, by 
arms, the injuftice of his claims. In fuch a 
caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodofius 
Ihould have marched in perfon : but the young 
emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians, 
from fo rafli and hazardous a defign ; and the 
condu( 5 l of the Italian expedition was prudently 
entrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who 
, had already fignalifed their valour againft the 
Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius Ihould 
embark with the infantry j whilft Afpar, at the 
head of the cavalry, conduced Placidia, and her 
fon Valentinian, along the fea-coaft of the Ha- 
driatic. The march of the cavalry was perform- 
ed with fuch aflive diligence, that they furprifed, 
without refiftance, the important city of Aquileia; 
,• when the hopes of Afpar were imexpededly con- 
founded 
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founded by the intelligence, that a ftorm had ^xx^n 
difperfed the Imperial fleet j and that his father, v— 
•with only two gallies, was taken and carried a 
prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in- 
cident, unfortunate as it might fetm, facilitated 
the conquefl: of Italy. Ardaburius employed, 
or abufed, the courteous freedom, which he was 
permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops a 
fenfe of loyalty and gratitude} and, as foon as 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution, he invited 
by private meflTages, and prefled the approach of, 

Afpar. A fliepherd, whom the popular-credulity 
transformed into an angel, guided the Eaftern 
cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought, an im- 
pafTable road, through the morafles of the Po : 
the gates of Ravenna, after a fhort ftruggle, 
v/ere thrown open } and the defencelefs tyrant was 
delivered to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, - 
of the conquerors. His right hand was tirfl; cut 
off } and, after he had been expofed, mounted 
on an afs, to the public derifion, John was be- 
headed in the Circus of Aquilcia. The emperor 
Theodofius, when he received the news of the 
viftory, interrupted the horfe-races; and Tinging, 
as he marched through the ftreets, a fuitable 
pfalm, conducted his people from the Hippo- , 
drome to the church, where he fpent the remain- 
der of the day in grateful devotion 

3 For thefe revolutions of the '.Vcftcni empire, ronfull Olympiodor. 
a pud Phot. p. Tgz, 193. 196, tg,. lOo. Sozomcn, 1 . ix. c. 16. 

Socrates, 1 . vii. 23, 24. riiiloftorglus, 1 . xii. c. 10, ii. and Go- , 

defroy, Diflertat. p. 486. Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 3. 
p. 182, 183. Theophanes, in Chronograph, p. 72, 73. and the 
Chronicles. 

B 3 In 
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A. D 
4»5-4SS 


P* In a monarchy, which, according to various 
V i precedents, might be confidercd as eleftive, or 
hereditary, or patrimonial, it was impoflible that 
emperor of the intricate claims of female and collateral fuc- 
theWeft, fhould be clearly defined and Theo- 

dofius, by the right of confanguinity or con- 
queft, might have reigned the foie legitimate 
emperor of the Romans. For a moment, per- 
haps, his eyes were dazzled by the profpeft of 
unbounded fway-, but his indolent temper gra- 
dually acquiefeed in the didtates of found policy. 
He contented himfelf with the pofleflion of the 
Eaftj ai^d wifely relinquilhed the laborious talk, 
of waging a diftant and doubtful war againft the 
Barbarians beyond the Alps j or of fecuring the 
obedience of the Italians and Africans, whofe 
minds were alienated by the irreconcileable dif- 
ference of language and intereft. Ihftead of 
liftening to the voice of ambition, Theodofius 
refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand- 
father, and to feat his coufin Valentinian on the 
throne of the Weft. The royal infant was dif- 
tinguiflied at Conftantinople by the title of Nobi- 
lijfmus : he was promoted, before his departure 
from Theflalonica, to the rank and dignity of 
Ccefar ; and, after the conqueft of Italy, the pa- 
trician Helion, by the authority of Theodofius, 
and in the prefence of the fenate, faluced Valen- 


♦ See Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. ii. c. 7'. He has laboi i- 
oully, but vainly, attempted to form a rrafonable fyilem of juril- 
prudence, from the varions and difeordant modes of royal fucceflion, 
•which have been introduced by fraud, or force, by time, or acci- 
dent. 

t , > « 

tini^ 
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tinlan the third by the name of Auguflus, and 
folemnly invefted him with the diadem, and the » 

Imperial purple By the agreement of the three 
females who governed the Roman world, the fon 
of Placidia was betrothed to Eudoxia, the daugh- 
ter of Theodofius and, Athenais ; and, as foon as 
the lover and his bride had attained the age of 
puberty, this honourable alliance was faithfully 
accomplifhed. At the fame time, as a compen- 
fation, perhaps, for the expenccs of the war, the 
Weftern Illyricum was detached from the Italian 
dominions, and yielded to the throne, of Con- 
ftantinople *, The emperor of the Eaft acquired 
the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime 
province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous fove- 
reignty of Pannonia and Noricum, which had 
been filled and ravaged above twenty years, by a 
promifeuous crowd of Huns, Oftrogoths, Van- 
dals, and Bavarians. Theodofius and Valentinian 
continued to refpeft the obligations of their pub- 
lic and domeitic alliance ; but the unity of the 
Roman government was finally difiblved. By, a 
pofitive' declaration, the validity of all future 
laws was limited to the dominions of their pecu- 
liar author } unlefs he fhould think proper to 
communicate them, fubferibed, with his own 

S The original writer* are not agreed (fee Muratori, Annali 
d'ltalia, tom. iv. p. 1J9.), whether Valentinian received the Impe- 
rial diadem at Rome or Ravenna. In this iinrertainty. I am willing 
to believe, that fomc refpeft was (hewn to the fenqte. 

* The count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de I’Europe, tom. vii. 
p. 191—300.) has eftablilhed the reality, explained the n^otives,^ and 
confequenses, of this remarkable cefTion, 

B 4 hand, 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c H A P. hand, for the approbation of his independent! 
^ « colleague 

Admini- Valcntinian, when he received the title of Au- 
hiTmother goftus, was no more than fix years of age : and 
^'a^'d rninority was entrufted to the guardian 

425-450. care of a mother, who might affert a female 
claim to the fucceffion of the Weftern empire. 
Placidia envied, but fhe could not equal, the 
reputation and virtues of the wife' and filler of 
Theodofius j the elegant genius of Eudocia, the 
wife and fuccefsful policy of Pulcheria. The 
mother of Valcntinian was jealous of the power, 
which Ihe was incapable of exercifing * : Ihe reign- 
ed twenty-five years, in the name of her fon j 
and the charafter of that unworthy emperor gra- 
dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Placidia 
had enervated his youth by a diflblute education, 
and ftudioufiy diverted his attention from every 
Her two manly and honourable purfuit. Amidft the de- 
military fpirit, her armic? were command- 

J$oiiifacc. 

7 Sec the firft //om/ of TheodoGus, by which he ratifies and c6m- 
municates (A. D. 438.) the Theodofian Code. About forty years 
before that time, the unity of legiflation had been proved by an ex- 
ception. The Jews, who were numerous in the cities of Apulia 
and Calabria, produced a law of the Eaft to juftify their exemption 
from municipal offices (Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. viii. leg. 13.}} 
and the VVdlem emperor was obliged to invalidate, by a fpecial 
edifl, the law, quam conltat mcis partibus elTe damnofam. Cod, 
■Theod. 1. xi. tit. i. leg. 158. ■“ 

, * Cafilodprius (Varior. 1. xi. epift. i. p. 238.) hps compared the 

regencies of Placidia and Ainalafuntha. He anaigns the weaknefs 
of the mother of Valcntinian, and praifes the virtues of his royal 
miftrefs. On this occafion, flattery feems to have fpoken the lan- 
guage of mith. 


Digitized by Gopglc 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.' 


9 

'ed by two generals, ^tius ® and Boniface '% 
who may be defervedly named as the laft of the v— «* 

, Romans. Their union might have fupported a 
finking empire ; their difcord was the fatal and 
immediate caufe of the lofs of Africa. The in- 
vafion and defeat of Attila has immortalized the 
fame of ^tius ; and though time has thrown a 
fhade over the exploits of his rival, the defence 
of Marfcelles, and the deliverance of Africa, 
atteft the military talents of count Boniface. In 
the field of battle, in partial encounters, in fm- 
gle combats, he was ftill the terror of the Bar- 
barians : the clergy, and particularly his friend 
Auguftin, were edified by the Chriftian piety, 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world j the people applauded his fpotlefs integrity; 
the army dreaded his equal and inexorable juftice, 
which may be difplayed in a very Cngular exam- 
ple. A peafant, who complained of the criminal 
intimacy between his wife and a Gothic foldier, 
was direfled to attend his tribunal the following' 
day : in the evening the count, who had dili- 

9 Phlloftorgius, 1. sii. c. la. and Godefroy’s Differtat. p. 4.95, 

&c. ; and Rcnatus Fiigeridus, apud Gregor. Tiiron. 1. ii. c. 8, 
in tom. ii. p. 163. The father of ./Etius was Ganilcntlus, an illuf- 
trious citizen of the province of Scythia, and niafter-general of the 
cavalry: his mother was a rich and noble Italian. From his ear- 
lieft youth, .^tius, as a foldier and a hoftage, had converfed with 
the Barbarians. 

For the cliarafler of Boniface, fee Olympiodorus, apud Phot, 
p. 196. ; and St. Auguftin, apiui Tillemont, Memoircs Ecclcf. 
toiQ.xiii. p. 712 — 713. S86. The bifliop of Hippo at length de- 
plored the tall of his tiicnd, who, after a folcmn vow of chaftity, 
had married a fccond wife of the Arian feet, and who was fufpefted 
pf keeping feveral concubines in his houfe. 

§ gently 
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CHAP. 

XXXIII. 



gently informed himfelf of the time and place of 
the alTignation, mounted his horfe, rode ten miles 
into the country, furprifed the guilty couple, 
punilhed the foldier with inftant death, and fi- 
lenced the complaints of the hulband, by pre- 
fenting him, the next morning, with the head of 
the adulterer. The abilities of .®tius and Boni- 
face might have been ufefully employed againft 
the public enemies, in feparate and important 
commands j but the experience of their paft con- 
dudt ftiould have decided the real favour and con- 
fidence of the emprefs Placidia. In the melan- 
choly feafon of her exile and diftrefs, Boniface 
alone had maintained her caufe with unfliaken 
fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of Africa 
had eflentially contributed to extinguifti the 
rebellion. The fame rebellion had been fup- 
ported by the zeal and aftivity of .®tius, who 
brought an army of fixty thoufand Huns from the 
Danube to the confines of Italy, for the fervice 
of the ufurper. The untimely death of John, 
compelled him to accept an advantageous treaty > 
but he dill continued, the fubjed and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a 
treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed by liberal 
gifts, and more liberal promifes. But .®tius 
poflclTcd an advantage of Angular moment in 
a female reign : he was prefent : he befieged, 
with artful and afiiduous flattery, the palace of 
Ravenna } difguifed his dark defigns with the 
malk of loyalty and friendlhipi and at length 

i deceive^ 
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uleceived both his miftrcfs and his abfent rival, CHAP. 

^ XXXIII* 

by a fubtle confpiracy, which a weak woman, ■ ^ 

and a brave man, could not eafily fufpeft. He 
fecretly perfuaded Placidia to recal Boniface Boniface 
from the government of Africa j he fecretly ad- ^ d? 4*7* 
yifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons : 
to the one, he reprefented the order as a fentence 
pf death j to the other, he ftated the refufal as a 
fignal of revolt j and when the credulous and un- ^ 
fufpedlful count had armed the province in his' 
defence, ^tius applauded his fagacity in fore- 
feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate enquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reftored a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic j but 
the arts of ^tius ftill continued to betray and 
to inflame, and the count was urged, by per- 
fecution, to embrace the moft defperate couafels. 

The fuccefs with which he eluded or repelled the 
firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence, 
that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri- 
cans, he fhould be able to withiland the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whofc 
military charadler it was impoflible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitation, the laft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic, king of the Vandals, with the pro- 

Procopius (de Beil. Vandal, l.i. c. 3,4. p. i8i—iS6.) relate* 
the fraud of Aitiiis, the revolt of Boniface, and the lofs of Africa. 

This anecdote, which is fuppoited by fome collateral teftimony (fee 
Ruinart, Hift. Pcrfecut. Vandal, p. 420, 421.), feems agreeable to 
the praflicc of ancient and modern courts, and would be naturally 
fevealed by the repentance of Bouiface. 
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xxjan ^ ftriO: alliance, and the offer of an ad-* 

j vantageous and perpetual fettlement. 

He invites After the retreat of the Goths, the authority of 
dahj*"" Honorius had obtained a precarious eftablifhment 
A.D.+ag, in Spain; except only in the province of Gal- 
licia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had for- 
tified their camps, in mutual difeord, and hoftile 
independence. The Vandals prevailed; and their 
adverfaries were befieged in the Ncrvafian hills, 
.between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach of 
Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked, the 
victorious Barbarians to remove the feene of the 
war to the plains of Bcctica. The rapid progrefs 
of the Vandals foon required a more effeftual 
oppofuion ; and the mafter-general Caftinus 
marched againft them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths. Vanquifhed in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with difhonour to 
Tarragona; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefented as the punifhment, was mofl 
probably the efic<5t, of his rafh prefumption 
Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the prey, of the ferocious conquerors ; and 
the .veflfels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to the 
ides of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spanifh 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 

See the Chronicles of Profper and Idatius. Salvian (de Gu- 
beinat. Dei, 1 . vii. p. 146. Paris, 1608.) aferibes the viftory of 
the Vand.ils to their fuperior piety. They faded, they prayed, they 
carried a Bible in the front of the Hod, with the defign, perhaps, of 
reprcaching the perfidy and facrilegc of their enemies. 

expe- 
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txperiencc of navigation, and perhaps the profpeft chap. 
of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to accept the 
invitation which they received from Count Boni- - 
face ; and the death of Gonderic ferved only to 
forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the 
room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior 
powers of the mind or body, they acquired his 
baftard brother, the terrible Genferic *’ j a name, Genfenc 
which, in the deftrmSbion of the Roman empire, van^jafs^.*^ 
has deferved an equal rank with the names of 
Alaric and Attila. The king of the Vandals is 
deferibed to have been of a middle ftature, with 
a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contraffed 
by an accidental fall from his horfe. His flow 
and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep 
purpofes of his foul : he difdained to imitate the 
luxury of the vanquiflied j but he indulged the 
fterner paffions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with- 
out fcruples ; and the warrior could dexteroudy 
employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the 
allies who might be ufeful to his fuccefs, or to 
fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and 
contention. Almoft in the moment of his depar- 
ture be was informed, that Hermanric, king of 
the Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanifli 


*5 Gizcriciis (Ills name is varioufly expreffed) ftatura medlocris 
e( equi casu claudicans, animo profundus, fennone rarus, luxuiix 
contemptor, Ira turbidus habendi, cupidus, ad folicitandas gentes 
piovidcntiflimus, femina contentionuxn jacere, odia mifeere paratus. 
Jornandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 33. p. 657. Tliis portrait, which 
is drawn with fome fldll, and a ftrong likenefs, muft have been 
copied from the Gothic hdlory of Cafliodorius. 

territories, 
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^xxiii* which he was refolved to abandon* 

V Impatient of the inful t, Genferic purfued the 

hafty retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida | 
precipitated the king and his army into the river 
Anas, and calmly returned to the fca-fliore, to 
He land* embark his viftorious troops. The veflels which 
w Africa, tranfported the Vandals over the modern Streights 
May. ^ of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth, were furnilhed by the Spaniards, who 
anxioufly wilhed their departure ; and by thd 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable affiftance 

itnd re- Our fancy, fo long accuftomed to exaggerate 
anTy**^* and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
A-D.+ig. that feemed to iflue from the North, will per- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muttered on the coatt of Mau- 
ritania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
united under the command of their warlike king j 
and he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had patted, within the term of hu- 
man life, from the cold of Scythia to the excefllve 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation j and many defperatc 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 

See the Chronfrle of Idatius. That bifhop, a Spaniard and a 
contemporary, places the paflage of the V'andals in the month of 
May, of the year of Abraham (which commences in Oflobei;} 
2444. This date, which coincides with A. D. 449, is confirmed 
by Ifidore, another Spanifli bifliop, and is jiiitly piefcired to the 
opinion of tliofe writers, who have marked for that event, one of 
the two preceding years. See Pagi Critica, tom. ii. p. act, &c. 

by 
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by the fame means which had occafioned their Chap. 

• 1* ** 1 A A.Jv ill* 

ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only 
to fifty thoufand effeftive men ; and though Gen- 
feric artfully magnified his apparent ftrength, by 
appointing eighty cbiliarchs, or commanders of 
thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old, men, of 
children, and of flaves, would fcarcely have 
fwelled his army to the number of fourfcore 
thoufand perfons But his own dexterity, and 
the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified the Van- 
dal powers, by the acccfilon of numerous and 
aftive allies. The parts of Mauritania, which 
border on the great defert, and the Atlantic 
ocean, were filled with a fierce and untraflable 
race of men,’ whofe favage temper had been 
exafperated, rather than reclaimed, by their dread 
of the Roman arms. The wandering Moors “, 
as they gradually ventured to approach the fea- 
ftiorc, and the camp of the Vandals, muft have 
viewed with terror and aftonifliment the drefs, 
the armour, the martial pride and difeipline of 
the unknown Arrangers, who had landed on their 


*5 Compare Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . !. c. 5. p. 190.) and 
Victor Vitenris (de Perfecutione Vandal. 1 . I. c. 1. p. 3. edit. RuU 
nart). We are alTured by Idatius, that Genferic evacuated Spain, 
cum Valldalis emnibta eorumque familiis ; and PoHidius (in Vit. Au- 
gufbn. c. 28. apud Ruinart, p. 427.) deferibes his army, as manus 
ingens immanium gentium Vandalorum et Alanorum, cominixtam 
fecum habeas Gothorum gentein, aliarumque diverfarum perfonas. 

** For the manners of the Moors, fee Procopius (de Bell. Vand-d. 
1 . 11 . c. 6. p. 249.) ; for their figure and complexion, M. de BulFon 
(Hiftoire Naturelle, tom. iii. p, 430.). Procopius fays in general, 
that the Moors had joined the Vandals before the death of Valen* 
tinian (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 5. p. 190.); and it is probable, 
that the independent tribes did not embrace any uniform fyHem of 
policy. 
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xxx^ir complexions of the blue-eyed* 

warriors of Germany, formed a very Angular 
contraft with the fwarthy or olive hue, which is 
derived from the neighbourhood of the torrid 
zone. After the firft difficulties had in fome 
meafure been removed, which arofe from the 
mutual ignorance of their refpeftive language, the 
Moors, regardlefs of any future confequence, 
embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome ; 
and a crowd of naked favages rufhed from the 
woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to fatiate their 
revenge on the polilhed tyrants, who had inju- 
riouQy expelled them from the native fovereignty 
of the land. 

The perfecution of the Donatifts was an 
event not lefs favourable to the defigns of Gen- 
feric. Seventeen years before he landed in Africa, 
a public conference was held at Carthage, by the 
order of the magiftrate. The Catholics were 
fatisfied, that, after the invincible reafons which 
they had alleged, the obftinacy of the fchifmatics 
muft be inexcufable and voluntary; and the em- 
peror Honorius was perfuaded to inflift the moft 
rigorous penalties on a faflion, which had fo 
long abufed his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred biffiops *% with many thoufands of the 
inferior clergy, were torn from their churches. 


Tlie Do- 
Katifis. 


’’7 See Tillemont, Metnoires Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 516—558.;' 
and the whole feries of the perfecution, in the original monuments, 
publilhed by Dupin at the end of Optatus, p. 323 — 515. 

The Donatift bilhops, at the conference of Carthage, '^amounted 
to 279. ; and they alferted, that their whole number was not lefs 
than 400. The Catholics had 286 piefcnt, 120 abfvnt, befides fixty. 
four vacant bilhopriesr 
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ftripped of their ecclefiaflical poflcfliions, bariiflied ^xx^n ' 
to the iflands, and profcribed by the laws, if they 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations, both 
in cities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife of religious 
worlhip. A regular fcale of fines, from ten to 
two hundred pounds of filveri was curioufly 
afcertained, according to the diftinftions of rank 
and fortune, to punifli the crime of aflifting at a 
fchifmatic conventicle j and if the fine had been 
levied five times> without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the offender, his future punifliment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court 
By thefe feverities, which obtained the Warmeft 
approbation of St. Auguftin great numbers of 
Ddnatifts were reconciled to the Catholic church; 
but the fanatics, who ftill perfevercd in their op* 
pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpairj 
• the diftraffed country was filled with tumult and 
bloodfhed ■, the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft them- 
felves, or againft their adverfarieSj and the calen- 

>9 The fifth title of the fi-xteenth hobk of the Theodofiati Code, 
exhibits a feries of the Imperial laws Egainft the Donatifts, from the 
year 400 to the year 418. Of thefe the 54th law, promulgated by 
Honorius, A.D.414, is the raoft fevere and effeftual. 

ao St. Auguftin altered his opinion with regard to -the proper 
treatment bf heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul- 
gence, for the Manichseans, has been inferted by Mr. Locke 
(vol. ili. p. 469.) among the choice fpecimens of his common-place 
book. Another philofopher, the celebrated Bayle (tom. it. p. 4-15— 

496.), has refufed, with fuperftuous diligence and ingenuity, the 
arguments, by which the bifhop of Hippo juftified, in his old age, 
the perfecution of the Donatifts. 

VoL. VL G dar 
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CHAP, dar of martyrs received on both fides a confider- 
able augmentation^'. Under thefe circumftances, 
Genferic, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the ortho- 
dox communion, (hewed himfelf to the Dona- 
tifts as a powerful deliverer, from whom they 
might reafonably expedt the repeal of the odious 
and opprefTive edidts of the Roman emperors **. 
The conqueft of Africa was facilitated by the 
adlive zeal, or the fecret favour, of a domeftic 
fadlion j the wanton outrages againft the churches, 
and the clergy, of which the Vandals are accufed, 
may be fairly imputed to the fanaticifm of their 
allies j and the intolerant fpirit, which difgraced 
the triumph of Chriftianity, contributed to the 
lofs of the mod: important province of the Weft 
The court and the people were aftoni(hed by 
the ftrange intelligence, that a virtuous hero, 
after fo many favours, and fo many fervices, had 
renounced his allegiance, and invited the Barba- 

See Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 586 — 591. 806, 
The Donatifts boafted of thoujar.di of thefe voluntary martyrs. Au- 
guftin aflerts, and probably with troth, that thefe numbers were 
much exaggerated } but he fternly maintains, that it was better that 
femt fltould burn themfelves in this world, than that all ihould burn 
in hell flames. 

** According to St. Auguftin and TheoJoret, the Donatifts’were 
inclined to the principles, or at lead to the party, of the Arians, 
which Genferic fuppoited. Tillemout, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. 

p. 68. 

sj See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 418. N° 7. A. D. 439, 
N'^ 35. The cardinal, though more inclined to feeic the caufe of great 
events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent con- 
nexion of the Vandals and the Donatills. Under the reign of the 
Barbarians, the fchifmatics of Africa enjoyed an obfeure peace of 
one hundred years ; at the end of which, we may again trace them 
by the light of the Imperial perfecutions. Sec Tillcmont, Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 191, &c. 
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fians to deftroy the province entrufted to his ^x^an* 
command. The friends of Boniface, who ftill 
believed that his criminal behaviour might be 
excufed by fome honourable motive, folicited, 
during the abfcnce of ^tius, a free conference 
with the Count of Africa ; and Darius, an officer 
of high diftinflion, was named for the important 
embafly In their firft interview at Carthage, 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained i the oppofite letters of ACcius were pro- 
duced and compared j and the fraud was eafily 
detefted. Placidia and Boniface lamented their 
fatal error ; and the Count had fufficient magna-* 
nimicy to confide in the forgivenefs of his fove- 
reign, or to expofe his head to her future refent- 
ment. His repentance was fervent and fincere j 
but he foon difeovered, that it was no longer in 
his power to reftore the edifice which he had 
fhaken to its foundations. Carthage, and the 
Roman garrifons, returned with their general to 
the allegiance of Valentinian j but the reft of 
Africa was ftill diftrafted with war and faction s 
and the inexorable king of the Vandals, difdain- 
ing all terms of accommodation, fternly refufed 
to relinquifh the polfeffion of his prey. The 
band of veterans, who marched under the ftand-* 


-4 In a confidential later to Count Boniface, St. Auguftin, witli- 
«nt examining the grounds of the quarrel, pioudy exhorts him to 
difeharge the duties of a Chriftian and a fubjeft ; to extricate himfelf 
without delay from his dangerous and guilty fituation ; and even, 
if he could obtain the confent of his wife, to embrace a life of celi- 
bacy and pcnnance (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 890.). 
The bidiop was intimately connefted with Darius, the rainiller of 
peace (Id. torn! xiii. p. 918.); 
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^jaiT ’ Boniface, and his hafty levies of provincial: 

troops, were defeated with confiderable-lofs : the 
viilorious Barbarians infuked the open country 
and Carthage,, Girta, and Hippo Regius,, were 
the only cities that appeared to rife above the 
' general inundation* 

DefoUtion The long, and narrow traft of the African coafli 
of Africa, was filled with frequent monuments of Romam 
art and magnificence ; and the refpetSHve degrees- 
of improvement might be accurately meafured 
by thfe diftance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean* A fimple refiedion will imprefs every 
thinking mind with the cleared idea of fertility' 
and cultivation the country was extremely po- 
pulous; the inhabitants referved a liberal fub- 
fidence for their own ufej. and the annual ex- 
portation, particularly of wheat,, was fo regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deferved the name of 
the common granary of Rome and of mankind. 
On a hidden, the feven fruitful provinces^ from- 
Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the 
invafion of the Vandals; whofe deftruftivc rage 
has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity, religious zeal, and extravagant declama- 
‘ fion. War, in its faired: form, implies a. per- 
petual violation of humanity and judice ; and the 
hodilities of Barbarians are Inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which inceflantly difturbs' their 
peaceful and domedie fociety. The Vandals,, 
where rftey found refidance,. feldom gave quarter;, 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were 
expiated by the ruin of the cities under whofe 
walls they had fallen. Carelefs of the jiidindions 

of 
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<>T age, or fex, or ‘rank, they employed every fpe- ^ 

;Cies of indignity and torture, to force from the ■ 
■captives a difcovery of their hidden wealth. The 
ftern policy of Genferic juftified his frequent ex- 
.amplcs of military execution.; he was not always 
■the matter of his own paffions, or of thofe of his 
followers j and the calamities of war were aggra- 
vated by the licentioufnefs of the Moors, and the 
fanaticifm of the Donatifts. Yet I lhall not 
^afily be perfuadcd, that it was the common prac- 
tice of the Vandals to^extirpate the olives, and 
•other fruit-trees, of ^ country where they intend- 
ed to fettle : nor cand believe that it was a ufual 
'ftratagem to flaughter great .numbers of their 
;prifoners before the walls of a befieged city, for 
•the foie puqpdfe of infefting the air, and pro- 
ducing a peftilence, of which they themfelves 
•mutt have been the firft viftims 

The generous -mind of .Count ®oriifaee was siege 
tortured by thc»exqmfite diftrefs of beholding the a.d?43q, 
•ruin, which he had occafioned, and whole rapid 
progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofs 
•of a battle, he retired into Hippo Regius ; where 
'he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who 
'Confidercd him as the -real bulwark of Africa. 

■*s The original complaints of the defolation of Africa are con- 
><ained, i . In a letter from Capreolus, bilhop of Carthage, to excule 
•fais abfence from the council of Ephelus (ap. Ruinart, p, 419.). 

■2. In tl>e life of St. Auguftin, by his friend and colleague Poflidius 
■ {ap. Ruinart, p. 4*7.). 3. In the Hiftory of the Vandalic Perfecu- 
tion, by Viftor Vitenfis ( 1 . i. c. i, i, 3. edit. Ruinart). ^he laft 
•piflure, which was drawn fixty years after the event, is more ex- 
.fielUve of thcaiuthor’s paflions than of the truth, of fa£U. 

.C 3 The 
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CHAP. The maritime colony of Hippo'^’’, about two hun- 
*. dred miles weftward of Carthage, had formerly 
acquired the diftinguilhing epithet of RegiuSt 
from the refidence of Numidian kings ; and fome 
remains of trade and populoulnefs ftill adhere to 
the modern city, which is known in Europe by 
the corrupted name of Bona. The military la- 
bours, and anxious reflexions, of Count Boniface, 
were alleviated by the edifying converfation of 
his friend Sr. Auguftin'‘^i till that bifliop, the 
light and pillar of the Catholic church, was 

Death of oently releafcd, in the third, month of the fiege, 

pt. Auguf- ^ ® 

tine, and in the feventy-fixth year of his age, from the 
aftual and the impending calamities of his coun- 
try. The youth of Auguftin had been ftained 
by the vices and errors, which he fo ingenuoufly 
confefles; but from the moment of his conver- 
fion, to that of his death, the manners of the 
bilhop of Hippo were pure and aufrere : and the 
mofl: confpicuous of his virtues was an ardent 
^eal againit heretics of every denomination j the 
Manicha;ans, the Donatifts, and the Pelagians, 
againft whom he waged a perpetual controverfy. 

-S See Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. il. part ii. p. iii.. 
Leo African, in Ramufio, tom. i. fol. 70. L’Afrique tie Marraol. 
* tom. ii. p. 4.34.. 437. Shaw’s Travels, p. 46, 47. The old Hippo 
Regius was finally deftroyed by the Arabs in the feventh century ; 
but a new town, at the dillance of two miles, was built with the 
materials j and it contained, in the fixtccnih century, about three 
hundred families of induftrious, but turbulent, manufafturers. 
The adjacent teiTitory is renowned for a pure air, a fertile foil, and 
plenty of exquifite fruits. 

‘7 The life of St. Auguftin, by Tille r.ont, fills a qu.arto volume 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii.) of more than one tlioufand pages j and 
the diligence of that learned Janfenift was excited, on this occafion, 
by faflious and devout zeal for- the founder of his leih 

When 
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When the city, feme months after his death, was xxxnf' 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately v— -y— » 
faved, which contained his voluminous writings i 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifes on theological fubjedts, befides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel, 
and a copious magazine of epiftles and homilies**. 
According to the judgment of the moft impartial 
critics, the fuperficial learning of Auguftin was 
confined to the Latin language and his ftyle, 
though fometimes animated by the eloquence of 
paflion, is ufually clouded by falfe and affedled 
rhetoric. But he poflfefled a ftrong, capacious, 
argumentative mind j he boldly founded the dark 
abyfs of grace, predeftination, free-will, and 
original fin ; and the rigid fyftem of Chriftianity 
which he framed or reftored has been enter- 


** Such at leaft is the account of Viftor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. 
Vandal. 1 . i. c. 3.) j though Gennadius feems to doubt whether any 
perfon had read, or even collefled, «// the works of St. Auguftin 
(See Hieronym. Opera, tom i. p. 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. Ecclef.). 
They have been repeatedly printed ; and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ec- 
clef. tom. iii. p. 158 — 157.) has given a large and fatisfaflory ab- 
ftraft of them, as they ftand in the laft edition of the Benedi£lincs. 
My perfonal acquaintance with the bilhop of Hippo does not extend 
beyond the Confejfum, and the City of Cod. 

*9 In his early youth (ConfclT. i. 14.) St. Auguftin diftiked an'd 
neglefled the ftudy of Greek ; and he frankly owns that he read the 
Platonifts in a Latin verfion (ConfelT. vii. 9.). Some modern cri- 
tics have thought, that his ignorance of Greek difqualified him from 
expounding the feriptures ; and Cicero or Quintilian would have 
required the knowledge of that language in a profelTor of rhetoric. 

30 Thefe queftions were fcldom agitated, from the time of St. 
Paul to that of St. Auguftin. I am informed that the Greek fa- 
thers maintain the natural fentiments of the Semi-pelagians ; and 
that the orthodoxy of St. Auguftin was derived from the Manichsean 
fchool. 

C 4 tained. 
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tained, with public applaufe, and fecrct reluc- 
tance, by the Latin church 

By the fkill of Boniface, and perhaps by the 
ignorance of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo 
was protradled above fourteen months’: the fca 
was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine, 
the befiegers themfelves were compelled by fa-r 
mine to relinquifh their enterprife. The im-j 
portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt 
by the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored 
the aftiftance of her eaftern ally ; and the Italian 
fleet and army were reinforced by Afpar, whQ 
-failed from Cpnftantinople with a powerful arma- 
ment. As foon as the force of the two empire^ 
was united under the cqrnmand of Boniface, he 
boldly marched againft the Vandals ; and the 
lofs of a fecqpd battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of Africa. He ernbarked wjth the precipi- 
tation of defpair j and the people of Hippo were 
permitted, with their families and effedls, to 
occupy the vacant place of the foldipfs, the great- 
eft part of whom wqre either flain or made pri- 
foners by the Vandals. The Count, whofe fatal 

3* The church of Rome has canonifed Auguftin, and reprobated 
Calvin. Yet as the rtal difference between them is invifible even to 
a theological microfeope ; tlie Molinifts are oppreifed by the autho* 
rity of the faint, and the Janfenifts aredifgraced by their refemblance 
to the heretic. In the mean while the Proteftant Arme.nians Hand 
aloof, and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputaiits (See a cu- 
rious Review of the Controvcrl'y, by Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Univer- 
felle, tom. xiv. p. 144. — 39S.). Perhaps a reafoncr ftill more inde- 
pendent, may fmile In i« turn, when he perafes an Arminian Com- 
mentary on the Epiftle to the Romans. 

credulity 
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credulity had woypded the vitals of the republic, 
plight epter the palace of Ravenna with Ibme > ^ 

anxiety, which was foon removed by the fmiles 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude 
the rank of patrician, and the dignity of mafter- 
gencral of the Roman armies ; but he muft have 
bluflaed at the fight of thofe medals, in which he 
was reprefented with the name and attributes of 
victory The difcovery of his fraud, the dif- 
pleafure of the emprefs, and the diftinguiflied 
favour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and 
perfidious foul of ^tius. He haftily returned 
from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather 
with an arpiy, of Barbarian followers j and fuch 
was the weaknefs of the government, that the 
two generals decided their private quarrel in a 
bloody battle. Boniface was fuccefsful ; but he H!s death, 
received in the ponflift a mortal wound from the 
fpear of his adyerfary, of which he expired within 
a few days, in fuch Chriftiap and charitable fen- 
fimentS| that he exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs 
pf Spain, to accept ^tius for her fecond huf- 
band. But 4^dus could not derive any imme- 
diate advantage from the generofity of his dying 
enemy : he was proclaimed a rebel by the juftice 
of Placidia ■, and though he attempted to defend ' 

J* Ducange, Fam. Byiant. p. 67. On pne fide, the head of Va- 
lentinian ; on the reverfe, Boniface, with a fcourge Jn one hand, 
and a palm in the other, Handing in a triumphal car, which is 
drawn by four hories, or, in another medal, by four Sags 5 an un- 
lucky emblem ! I Ihould doubt whether another example can be 
found of the head of a fubjeft on the reverfe of an Imperial medal. 

■See Science des Medailles, by the Pere Jobert, tom. i. p. iji — 150. 
edit, of 1739, by the Baron de la Baltic, 
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Progrefs of 
the Van- 
dals in A- 
fiica, 

A. D. 


fome ftrong fortrefles erected on his patrimonial 
eftate, the Imperial power foon compelled him 
to retire into Pannonia, to the tents of his faith- 
ful Huns. The republic was deprived, by their 
mutual difcord, of the fervicc of her two moft 
illuftrious champions 

It might naturally be expefled, after the re- 
treat of Boniface, that the Vandals would atchieve, 
without refiftance or delay, the conqueft of Africa. 
Eight years however elapfed, from the evacua- 
tion of Hippo to the reduftion of Carthage. 
In the midft of that interval, the ambitious Gen- 
feric, in the full tide of apparent profperity, 
negociated a treaty of peace, by which he gave 
his fon Hunneric for an hoftage j and confented 
to leave the Weftern emperor in the undifturbed 
poflefilon of'the three Mauritanias This mo- 
deration, which cannot be imputed to the juftice, 
muft be afcribed to the policy, of the conqueror. 
His throne was encompafled with domeftic ene- 
mies j who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, and 
afferted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the 
fons of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 


15 Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 3. p. 185.) continues the 
hiftory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. His death 
■is mentioned by Profper and Marcel linus ; the cxprellion of the lat- 
ter, that JEtius, the day before, had provided himfelf with a /eitger 
Ipear, implies fomething like a regular duel. 

34 See Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 4. p. 186. Valen- 
tinian piiblilhed fcvcral humane laws, to relieve the diftrefs of his 
Numidian and Mauiitanian fiibjcfls ; he difcharged them, in a great 
meafure, from the payment of their debts, reduced their tribute to 
one-eighth, and gave them a right of.appeal from the provincial 
magidrates to tlie prjefeft of Rome. Cod. Theod. tom. vi. Novell, 
p. ij, 12. 

9 facrificed 
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facrificed to his fafety ; and their mother, the 
widow of the deceafed king, was precipitated, by 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub- 
lic difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre- 
quent confpiracies ; and the warlike tyrant is 
fuppofed to have Ihed more Vandal blood by the 
hand of the executioner, than in the field of bat- 
tle”. The convulfions of Africa, which had 
favoured his attack, oppofed the firm eftablifli- 
ment of his power j and the various feditions of 
the Moors and Germans, the Donatifts and Ca- 
tholics, continually difturbed, or threatened, the 
unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he ad- 
vanced towards Carthage, he was forced to with- 
draw his troops from the Weftern provinces j 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the naval enter- 
prifes of the Romans of Spain and Italy j and, 
in the heart of Numidia, the ftrong inland city 
of Corta ftill perfifted in obftinate independence’*. 

Thefe difficulties were gradually fubdued by the 
fpirit, the perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen- 
ferici who alternately applied the arts of peace 
and war to the eftablifhment of his African king- 
dom. , He fubfcribed a folemn treaty, with tfie 
hope of deriving fome advantage from the term 
of its continuance, and the moment of its vio- 
lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed 
by the proteftations of friendfhip, which con- 
cealed his hoftile apprgach j and Carthage was at 

J> ViiSoi' Vitenfis, dc Pei fecut. Vandal. 1 . ii. c. 5. p. 26. Thf 
cnielties of Gcnfeiic towards liis fubjcfls, arc ftrongly c.xprdTtd iji 
Prol’pcrs Ghroniclc, A. p. 441. 

. 3 * Poffidius, in Vit, Aiiguftin, c. zS. apud Ruinart, p. 42S. 

! length 
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Y XYj rr* furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred 

1...-^^ and eighty-five years after the deftrudion of the 
city and republic by the younger Scipio *L 
They fin-- A new city had arifen from its ruins, with the 
title of a colony ; and though Carthage might 
yield to the royal prerogatives of Conftantinople, 
and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
fplendor of Antioch, fhe ftill maintained the fe- 
cond rank in the Weft j as the Rome (if we may 
aife the ftyle of contemporaries) of the African 
■world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis ** 
difplayed, in a dependent condition, the image 
of a flourifhing republic. Carthage contained 
the manufactures, the arms, and the treafures of 
the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
.civil honours, gradually afeended from the pro- 
curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftrate, who, 
with the title of proconful, reprefented the ftate 
and dignity of a conful of ancient Rome. Schools 
and gymnafia were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth ; and the libe'ral arts and man- 
ners, grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy, were 
publicly taught in -the Greek and Latin languages. 

37 See the Qironicles of Idatius, Ifidore, Profper, and Mareel- 
llnus. They mark the fame year, but different days, for the fur- 
jprifal of Carthage. 

3* The piehire of Carthage, as it fiourifhed in theiburth and fifth 
centuries, is taken from the Expofitio totius Mundi, p. 17, iS. 
in the third volume of Hudfon's Minor Geographers, from Atifonius 
de Claris Urbibus, p. 218, 229. ; and principally from Salvian, de 
Gubernatione Dei, 1. vii. p. 257, 258. I am furprifed that the Va- 
titia lliould not place either a mint, or an arfenal, at Cartilage) biat 
only a gyneexum, or female manufafture. 

The 
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The buildings of Carthage were uniform and ^xMi’ 
magnificent : a fliady grove was planted in the 
midft of the capital j the r.ew port, a fccure and 
capacious harbour, was fubfervient to the com- 
mercial tnduftry of citizens and ftrangers i and 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almoft in the prefence of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country, and the 
reproach of Punic faith ftill adhered to their fub- 
tle and faithlefs charafler The habits of 
trade, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted 
their manners j but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fliamelefs pradlice of unnatural 
lufts, arc the two abominations which excite the 
pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the 
age The king of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the. vices of a voluptuous people j and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous, freedom of Carthage 
(thefe expreflions of Viftor are not without ener- 
gy), was reduced by Genferic into a ftate of 

J9 The anonymoHS author of the Expodbo tothis Mundi, com- 
pares, in his barbarous Latin, the country and the inhabitants ; and, 
after ftigmatifing their want of faith, he coolly concludes, Difiicile 
autem inter eos invenitur bonus, tamen in multis pauci boni eile 
poflfunt. P. 1 8. 

40 He declares, that the peculiar rices of each countrywere col- 
Jefted in the fink of Carthage (1. vii. p. »57.). In the indulgence 
of vice, the Africans applauded their manly virtue. £t illi fe magis 
virilis fortitudinis cfle crederent, qui maxime viros feeraind usus pin- 
brofitate fregilTcnt (p. a&S.). The llreets of Carthage were pol- 
luted by effeminate wretches, who publicly afliimed the countenance, 
the drefs, and the charafter of women (p. 164.). If a monk ap- 
peared in the city, the holy man was purfued with impious feom and 
ridicule; detdlaotibus ridentium cacbiimis (p. 289.). 

igno- 
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xxxiiF" ignominious fervitude. After he had permitted 
‘ his licentious troops to fatiate their rage and ava- 
rice, he inftituted a more regular fyftem of rapine 
and oppreflion. An edict was promulgated, 
which enjoined all perfons, without fraud or de- 
lay, to deliver their gold, filver, jewels, and 
valuable furniture or apparel, to the royal officers} 
and the attempt to fecrete any part of their patri- 
mony, was inexorably punifhed with death and 
torture, as an aft of treafon againft the ftate. 
The lands of the proconfular province, which 
formed the immediate diflrift of Carthage, were 
accurately meafured, and divided among the 
Barbarians ; and the conqueror referved for his 
peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byza- 
cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and 
Getulia 

AWcan It was natural enough that Genferic fliould hate 
capt!ve\. thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and 
fenators of Carthage were expofed to his jealoufy 
and refentment; and all thofe who refufed the 
ignominious terms, which their honour and reli- 
gion forbade them to accept, were compelled by 
the Arian tyrant to embrace the condition of 
perpetual banilhment. Rome, Italy, and the 
provinces of the EafV, were filled with a crowd 
of exiles, of fugitives, and of ingenuous captives, 
who folicited the public compafllon : and the 
benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, ftill preferve 
the names and misfortunes of Caeleftian and 

+’ Cooipare Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 5. p. 189, 190.} 
and .Viflor Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 4. 

Maria. 
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Maria**. The Syrian bifliop deplores the mis- xxxiir* 
fortunes of Cseleftian, who,, from the ftate of ■_ 

^ noble and opulent fenator of Carthage, was 
reduced, with his wife and family, and fervants, 
to beg his bread in a foreign country j but 
he applauds the refignation of the Chriftian 
exile, and the philofophic temper, which, under 
the preflure of fuch calamities, could enjoy 
more real happinefs, than was the ordinary lot 
of wealth and profperity. The (tory of Maria, 
the daughter of the magnificent Eudtemon, is fin- 
gular and interefting. In the fade of Car- 
thage, fhe was purchafed from the Vandals by 
fome merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold 
her as a (lave in their native country. A female 
attendant, tranfported in the fame (hip, and fold 
in the fanje family, ftill continued to refpeft a 
miftrefs whom fortune' had reduced to the com- 
mon level of fervitudej and the daughter of Eu- 
djemon received from her grateful affedion the 
domcftic fervices, which (he had once required 
from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour 
divulged the real condition of Maria j who, in 
the abfenceof the bifliop of Cyrrhus, was redeem- 
ed from flavery by the generofity of fome foldiers 
of the garrifon. The liberality of Theodoret 
provided for her decent maintenance j and flic 
pafled ten months among the deaconeflfes of the 
church j till ftie was unexpectedly informed, that 
her father, who had cfcaped from the ruin of 

4* Ruinart (p. 444—457.) has collcfted from Theodoret, and 
•ther authors, the pjisfortunes, real and fabulous, of the inhabitants 
•f Carthage, 

Carthage, 
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xxxfii exercifcd an honourable office in one 

ii«y of the Weftern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was feconded by the pious bifhop : TheOdoret, 
in a letter ftill extant, recommends Maria to the 
bifhop of ^gJB, a maritime city of Cilicia, which 
was frequented, during the annual fair, by the 
veflels of the Weftj moft carneflly requefting, 
that his colleague would ufe the maiden with a 
tendernefs fuitablc to her birth; and that he' 
would entruft her to the care of fuch faithful 
merchants, as would efteem it a fufficient gain, 
if they reflored a daughter, loft beyond all human 
hope, to the arms of her afflided parent. 

Fable of Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical 
^^* 5 ™ hiftory, 1 am tempted to diftinguilh the memo- 
rable fable of the Seven Sleepers : whofe 
imaginary date correfponds with the reign of the 
younger Theodofius, and rfie conqueft* of Africa 
by the Vandals When the emperor DeciuS 
perfccuted the Chriftians, feven noble youths of 

45 The choice of fabulous circumftances is of fmall importance j 
3ret I have confined myl'df to the narrative which was tranfiated from 
the Syriac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyrum, 
I. i. c. 95. in Max. Bibliotheca Pati'um, tom. xi. p. 856.), to the 
Greek a6ls of their martyrdom (apud Photium, p. 1400, 1401.), 
and to the Annals of the Patriarch Eutychius (tom. i. p. 391. 531, 
53». 535. Verf. Pocock.). 

44 Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by AlTemanni (Bibliot. 
Oriental, tom. i. p. 336. 338.), place the reftirreftion of the Se- 
ven Sleepers in the years 736 (A.D.4a5.), 01-748 (A. D. 437.), 
of the aera of the Seleucides. Their Greek afts, which Photios had 
read, afilgn the date of the thirty-eighth year- of the reign of Theo- 
dofius, which may coincide either wi;h A. D. 439, or 446. The- 
period which had elapfed fince the perfecution of Decius is eafily af- 
certained ; and nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, oi' the 
legendaries, could fuppofe an interval of three or four hundtt’d 
years. 

Ephefus 
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Ephcfus concealed themfelves in a fpacious ca- ^xx^iT’ 
vern in the fide of an adjacent mountain ; where ■ ^ 

they were doomed to perifii by the tyrant, who 
gave orders that the entrance fliould be firmly 
fecured with a pile of huge ftones. They imme- 
diately fell into ^a deep flumber, which was mi- 
raciiloufly prolonged, without injuring the powers 
of life, during a period of one hundred and 
eighty-feven years. At the end of that time; 
the flaves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance 
of the mountain had defeended, removed the 
ftones, to fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice: 
the light of the fun darted into the cavern, and 
the feven fleepers were permitted to awake. 

After a (lumber* as they thought, of a few hours, 
they were prelTed by the calls of hunger j and 
refolved that Jamblichus, one of their number, 

(hould lecretly return to the city, to purchafe 
bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth 
(if we may ftill employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognife the once familiar afpec'l of 
his native country j and his furprife was ihcreafed 
by the appearance of a large crofs, triumphantly 
erefted over the principal gate of Ephefus. His 
fingular drefs, and obfolete language, confounded 
the baker, to whom he offered an ancie.nt medal 
of Decius as the current coin of the empire 5 
and Jamblichus, on the fufpicion of a fecret trea- 
fure, was dragged before the judge. Their mu- 
tual enquiries produced the amazing difeovery, 
that two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jam- 
blichus, and his friends, had efcaped from the 
rage of a Pagan tyrant. The bifhop of Ephe- 
VoL. Vk D fus. 
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fus, the clergy, the magiftrates, the people, and 
as it is faid the emperor Theodofius himfclf, haf- 
tened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers t 
who bellowed their benedi 61 ion, related their 
ftory, and at the fame inftant peaceably expired. 
The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be 
aferibed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modem Greeks, fince the authentic tradition may 
be traced within half a century of the fuppofed 
miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian bilhop, who 
was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodolius, has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephefus Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, was tranllated from 
the Syriac, into the Latin, language, by the care 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions 
of the Eaft preferve their memory with equal 
reverence; and their names are honourably in- 
feribed in the Roman, the Habyllinian, and the 
Rufllan calendar**. Nor has their reputation 
been confined to the Chriilian world. This po- 

« James, one of the orthodox father* of the Syrian charch, was 
born A. D. 451. ; h? began to compofe his fermons A. D. 474. : 
he was made bifhop of Batnae, in the diftrifi of Sanig, and province 
of Mefopotamia, A. D. 519, and died A. D. 511. (AfTemanni. 
tom. i. p. *88, *89.). For the homily it Pueris Efht^nU, fee p. 335 
—339. I though I could wilh that Aflemanni had trandated the text 
of James of Sarug, ‘inftead of anfwering the objeflions of Baroniu*. 

4 * See the AHa S^nllcrum of the Bollandifts (Menfis Julii, tom. vi. 
p. 37S— 397-). This immenfe calendar of faints, in one hundred 
and twenty-fix year* (1644—1770.), and in fifty volumes in folio, 
ha* advanced no farther than 7th day of Oflober. The fup- 
preffion of the Jefuits has moft probably checked an undertaking, 
which, through the medium of fable and fnperftition, communicates 
much hidorical and philofophical inilruflion. 
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pular tale, which Mahomet might learn when he ' 

drove his camels to the fairs of Syria, is intro- v.- — j 

duced, as a divine revelation, into the Koran 
The ftory of the Seven Sleepers has been adopt- 
ed, and adorned by the nations, from Bengal to 
Africa, who profefs the Mahometan religion ‘**j 
and fome Veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been 
difcovered in the remote extremities of Scan- 
dinavia This eafy and univerfal belief, fo 
exprcfllve of the fenfc of mankind, may be af- 
cribed to the genuine merit of the fable itfelf. 

We imperceptibly advance from youth to age, 
without obferving the gradual, but inceflant, 
change of human affairs ; and even in our larger 
experience of hiftory, the imagination is accuf- 
tomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes and effefts, 
to unite the mod didant revolutions. But if the 
interval between two memorable aeras could be 
indancly annihilated i if it were poflible, after a 
momentary dumber of two hundred years, to 
difplay the new world to the eyes of a fpeflator, 

47 See Maracci Alcoran. Sura xviii. tom. ii. p. 410—417. and 
tom. i. part iv. p. 103. With Aich an ample privilege, Mahomet 
has not ihewn much tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the dog 
(A1 Rakim) of the Seven Sleepers j the refpcfl of the fun, who al- 
tered his courfe twice a day, that he might fliine into the cavern j 
and the care of God himfelf, who preferved their bodies from pu- 
trefaftion, by turning them to the right and left. 

4t See d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 139.; . and Renan- 
dot, Hill. Patriarch. Alexandrln. p. 39, 40. 

49 Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (dcGeftis Langobardorum, I. i. 

C. 4. p. 745, 746. edit. Grot.), who lived towards the end of the 
eighth century, has placed in a cavern under a rock, on the (bore of 
the ocean, the Seven Sleepers of the North, whofe long repofe was 
relpefted by the Barbarians^ Their drefs declared them to be Ro- 
mans j and the deacon conjeflures, that they were referved by Pro- 
vidence as the future apoftles of thofe unbelieving countries. 
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A p. vvho flill retained a lively and recent imprefTion 
«— of the oldy his furprife and his reflexions would 
furnifli the pleafing fubjeX of a philolbphicab 
romance. The fcene could not be more ad- 
vantageoufly placed, than in the two* centuries 
which elapled between the reigns of Decius and 
of Theodofius the Younger. During this pe- 
riod, the feat of government had been tranf- 
ported from Rome to a new city on the banks of 
the Thracian Bofphorus; and the abufe of mili- 
tary fpirit had been fupprefled, by an artificial 
fyftem of tame and- ceremonious fervitudc.. The 
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by a 
fucceflion of Chriftian and orthodox princes, who 
had extirpated the fabulous gods of antiquity r 
and the public devotion of the age was impatient 
to exalt the faints and martyrs of the Catholic 
church, on t|te altars of Diana and Hercules. 
The union of the Roman empire was diflfolved v 
its genius was humbled in the duft ; and armies 
of unknown Barbarians, iflliing from the frozein 
regions of the North, had eftablilhed their vic- 
torious reign over the faircft provinces of Europe 
and Africa. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

■Whe Character i Conquefts, and Court of Atiilay King 
of the Hans. — Death of Ttbeodofius the Younger. 

— Elevation of Marcian to the Empire of the 
Eoft. 

T H“E^ wcftern world was opprefled by the c H A P. 

Goths and Vandals, who fled before the 
‘Hiins; but the atchievements of the Huns them- 
felves were not adequate to their power and pro- 376-433. 
-fpcrity. Their vidlorious hords had fpread from 
-the Volga to the ©anube.j but tlie public force 
was exhaufted by the difcord of independent chief- 
tains; their valour was idly confumcd in obfcurc 
and predatory -excurfions ;' and they often de- 
graded their national dignity by condefcending, 
for the hopes of fpoil, to cnlift under the ban- 
■ners of their fugitive enemies. In the reign of 
J^TTiLA the Huns again became the terror of 

* The authentic materials for the hiftory of Attila may he found 
■ijj Jdrnandes (de Rebus Geticis, 0. 34 — 50. p. 660— 6SS. edit. 

■Grot.) and Prlicus (Excerpta de Legationibus, p. 33 — 76. Paris, 

.1648.). I have not feen the lives of Attila, coinpofed by Juvencus 
• Cselius Calanus Dalmalinus, in the twelfth century, or by Nicholas 
GlahuSjTirciibifhopof Gran, in the fixtecnth. See Mafeou’s Hiftory 
• of the Germans, ix. 13. and Maft'ei Oft'ervazioni Litterarie, tom. i. 
p. 88, 89. Whatever the modern Hungarians liave added, muft be 
■fabulous ; and they do not feem to have excelled iii the ait of fifHon. 

They fuppofe, that wdien Attila invaded Gaul and Italy, married 
innumerable wives, &c. he was one hundred and twenty years of 
age. Thwrocz Chron, p. i, c. 22. in Script. Hungar. tom. i. 
p. 76. 
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world ; and I (hall now dcfcribe the charadlcr 
V,— and afUons of that formidable Barbarian ; who 
alternately infulted and invaded the Eaft and the 
Weft, and urged the rapid downfal of the Ro- 
man empire. 

Theirefta- In the tide of emigration, which impetuoufly 
i*n modern rolled from the confines of China to thofe of 
Hungaiy. Germany, the moft powerful and populous tribes 
may commonly be found on the verge of the 
Roman provinces. The accumulated weight was 
luftained for a while by artificial barriers } and 
the eafy condefcenfion of the emperors invited, 
without fatisfying, the infolent demands of the 
Barbarians, who had acquired an eager appetite 
fijr the luxuries of civilized life. The Hunga- 
rians, who ambitioufty infert the name of Attila 
among their native kings, may affirm with truth, 
that the hords, which were fubjeft to his uncle 
Roas, pr Rugilas, had formed their encampments 
withip the limits of modern Hungary *, in a fer- 
tile country, which liberally fupplied the wants 
of a nation of hunters and ftiepherds. In this 
advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant 
brothers, who continually added to their power 
apd reputation, commanded the alternative of 


* Hungary has Ijepn Ajccdlively occupied by three Scythian folo- 
nies. 1. The Huns of Attila j a. the Abates, in the fixtb century ; 
and, 3. the Turks, or Magiars, A. D. 88^.^ the inunediate and 
genuine anceftors of the modern Hungarians, ntbofe conpeflion with 
the tyyo former js extremely faint and remote, 'ne ProJrepiut ind 
of Matthew Belius, appear to contain a fich fund of informa- 
tion concerning ancient and modern Hungary. I have feen the 
cxtra£fs in Bibliotheque Antienne ;t Moderns, tom. xxii. p. 1— ji,- 
Bibliotheque Raifonuce, tom. xyi, p. 127^175. 
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peace or war with the two empires. His alliance 
with the Romans of the Weft was cemented by «— -y— / 
his perfonal friendihip for the great ^tius ; who 
was always fecure of finding, in the Barbarian 
camp, a hofpitable reception, and a powerful 
fupport. At his felicitation, and in the name of 
John the ufurper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced 
to the conBnes of Italy j their march and their 
retreat were alike experifive to the ftate ; and the 
grateful policy of ^tius abandoned the poffcf- 
fion of Pannonia to his faithful confederates. 

The Romans of the feaft were not lefs apprehen- 
five of the arms of Rugilas, which threatened the 
provinces, or even the capital. Some cccle- 
liaftical hiftorians have deftroyed the Barbarians 
with lightning and pcftilence ’ but Theodofius 
was reduced to the more humble expedient of 
ftipulating an annual payment of three hundred 
and fifty pounds of gold, and of dif^ifing this 
difhonourable tribute by the title of general, 
which the king of the Huns condefeended to ac- 
cept. The public tranquillity was frequently 
interrupted by the fierce impatience of the Bar- 
barians,.and the perfidious intrigues of the By- 
zantine court. Four dependent nations, among 
whom we may diftinguifh the Bavarians, dif- 
claimed ' thc fovereignty of the Huns j and their 
revolt was encouraged and protefbed by a Roman 
alliance i till the juft claims, and formidable 

3 Socrates, 1 . vii. c. 4.3. Theodoret, 1 . v. c. 36. Tillemont, 
who always depends on the faith of his ecclefiaftical authors, ftrenu- 
ouHy contends (Hid. des Emp, tom. vi. p. 136. 607.}, that the wars 
and perfonages were not the fame. 

D 4 power. 


Digitized by Google 



40 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, 

XXXIV. 

V ' 


Reign of 
Attila, 

• A. D. 
433 — 453 - 


power, of Rugilas, were effedually urged by the 
voice of Eflaw his ambalTador. Peace was the 
unanimous wilh of the fenate ; their decree was 
ratified by the emperor j and two ambaffadors 
were named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian 
excradtion, but of confular rank. and the quas- 
ftor Epigencs, a wife and experienced ftatcfman, 
who was recommended to that office by his am- 
bitious colleague. > 

The death of Rugilas fufpended the progrefs 
of the treaty. His two nephews, Attila and 
Bleda, who fucceeded to the throne of their un- 
cle, confentedjto a perfonal interview with the 
ambaffadors of Conftantinople •, but as they 
proudly refufed to difmount, the bufinefs was 
tranfadled on horfeback, in a fpacious plain near 
the city of Margus, in the Upper Msefia. The 
kings of the Pluns affumed the folid benefits, as 
well as the vain honours, of the negociation. 
They didlated the conditions of peace, and each 
condition was an infulc on the majefty of the em- 
pire. Befides the freedom of a fafe and plentiful 
market on the banks of the Danube, they re- 
quired that the annual contribution ffiould be 
augmented from three hundred and fifty, to feven 
hundred, pounds of gold ; ‘that a fine, or ranfom, 
of eight pieces of gold, ffiould be paid for every 
Roman captive, who had efcaped from his Bar- 
barian mailer j that the emperor ffiould renounce 
all treaties and engagements with the enemies of 
the Hun.s ; and that all the fugitives, who had 
taken refuge in the ccurr, or provinces, of Theo- 

dofius, 
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dpfjus, Ihould be delivered to the juftice of thpir 
offended fovereign, This juftice was rigoroufly in- y_ i 
’ Aided bn fome unfortunate youths of a royal race. 

They were crucified on the territories of the em- 
pire, by the command of Atcila : and, as foon 
as the king of the Huns had impreffed the Ro- 
mans with the terror of his name, he indulged 
.them in a fhort and arbitrary refpite, whilft he 
fubdued the rebellious or independent nations of 
Scythia and Germany 

Attila, the fon of Mundzuk, deduced his no- Hisfi^re 
ble, perhaps his regal, defeent * from the ancient raaerj 
Huns, who had formerly contended with the 
monarchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic hiftorian, bore the 
ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo- 
dern Calmuck*j a large head, a fwarthy com- 
plexion, fmall deep-feated eyes, a flat nole, a few 
hairs in the place of a beard, broad flioulders, 
and a ftiort fquare body, of nervous ftrength, 
though of a difproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns ex- 
preffed th-e confeioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the reft of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 


* See Prifeus, p. 47, 48, and Hift. des Peuples de I’Europe, tom. 
vii. c. xii, xiii, xiv, xv. 

■ S Prifeus, p. 39. The modern Hungarians have deduced his 
genealogy, which afeends, in the thirty-fifth degree, to Ham the fon 
of Noah ; yet they are ignorant of his fatlier’s real name (de Guignes, 
Hill, des Huns, tom. ii. p. X97.). 

6 Compare Jornandes (c. 35. p. 661.) with BufFon, Hill. Natu> 
relle, tom. iii. p. 380. The former had a right to obferve, originis 
fuse figna rellituens. The charaftcr and portrait of Attila are pro- 
hably tranfciibcd from Calliodorius. 
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fiercely rolling his eyes, as if he wifhcd to enjoy 
yj/ the terror which he infpired. Yet this favage 
hero was not inaccdllble to pity : his fuppliant 
enemies might confide in the afiurance of peace 
or pardon } and Aitila was confidered by his fub- 
jedls as a juft and indulgent mafter. He delight* 
ed in war ; but, after he had afcended the throne 
in a mature age, his head, rather than his 
hand, atchieved the conqucft of the North i and 
the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefuHy 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful 
general. The effedls of perfonal valour arc fo 
inconfidcrablc, except in poetry or romance, that 
vidory, even among Barbarians, muft depend 
on the degree of HtjH, with which the paflions 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a Tingle man. The Scythian' con- 
querors, Attila and' Zingis, furpafled their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than in courage; 'and 
it may be obferved, that the monarchies, both of 
the Huns, and of the Moguls, were creded by 
their founders on the bafis of popular fupcrfti- 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity aferibed to the virgin-mother of 
Zingis, raifed him above the level of human 
nature ; and the naked prophet, who, in the name 
of the Deity, inverted him with the empire of the 
earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with 
irrefiftible enthufiafm . The religious arts of 

Attila 

7 Abulpharag. Dynaft. ,verf. Pocotk, p. »8i. Genealogical 
Hillory of the Taitars, by Abulghaai Babader Khan, partiii. c. 15. 
part iv. c. 3 . Vie de Gengifcan, par Petit dc la Croix, 1 , i. e. 1. 6. 
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Attila were not lefs fkilfully adapted to the cha- 
rafter of his age and country. It was natural 
enough, that the Scythians Ihould adore, with 
peculiar devotion, the god of war ; but as they 
were incapable of forming either an abftraft idea, 
or a corporeal reprefentation, they worfhipped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter *. One of the Ihepherds of the Huns 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had wd of 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol- 
lowed the track of the blood, till he difeovered, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
fword; which he dug out of the ground, and 
prefented to Attila. That magnanimous, or rather 
that artful, prince accepted, with pious grati- 
tude, this celeftial favour j and, as the rightful 
poflefTor of the /word of Marsy afTerted his divine 
and indefeafible claim to the dominion of the 
earth *. If the rites of Scythia were praftifed on 
this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or rather pile 
of faggots, three hundred yards in length and in 


The relations of the miirionaries, ■w’ho vifited Tartary in the thir- 
teenth century (fee the feventh volume of the Hidoire des Voyages), 
exprefs the popular language and opinionsj Zingis is ftyled the 
Son of God, &c. &c. 

* Nee teinplum apud eos vifitur, aut delubnim, ne tuguriiim qui- 
dem eulmo teAum cerni ufquam poteft; fed ghJius Barbarico litu 
hiimi figitur nudus, eumque ut Marteni regionum qiias circumcircant 
prxfulem verecundius colunt. Ammian. Marceilin. xxxi. a. and 
the learned Notes of Lindenbrogius and Valeilus. 

9 Prifeus relates this remarkable ftory, both in his own text 
(p. 65.), and in the quotation made by Jornandes (c. 35. p. 662.). 
He might have explained the tradition, or fable, which charaAerifed 
this famous fword, anti the name, as well as attributes, of the Scy- 
thian deity, whom he has tranflated. intp the Mars of the Greeks and 
Koii^ns. 
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breadth, was raifed in a fpacious plan ■, and the 
J fword of Mars was placed credt on the fummit 
of this ruflic altar, which was ‘annually confe- 
cratcd by the blood of Iheep, horfes, and of the 
hundredth captive Whether human facrifices 
formed any part of the worlhip of Attila, or 
whether he propitiated the god of war with the 
victims which he continually offered in the field 
of battle, the favourite of Mars foon acquired a 
facred character, which rendered his conquefts 
more eafy, and more permanent; and the Bar- 
barian princes confefled, in the language of dc» 
votion or flattery, that they could not prefume 
to gaze, with a fleady eye, on the divine majefty 
of the king of the Huns ■*'. His brother Bleda, 
who reigned over a confidcrable part of the na- ' 
tion, was compelled to reflgn his feeptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel afl was attributed to a 
fupernatural impulfe; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of. Mars, convinced the 
world, that it had been referved alone for his in- 
vincible arm But the extent of his empire 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num- 

’0 Herodot. 1 . iv. c. 6 t. For the fake of oeconomy, Iliavecal- 
Oj’.ated by the Imalleft ftadiiim. la the hiiinan fticrifices, they cut 
oif the ihoulder and arm of'the vifliin, wliich they threw up into the 
air, and drew omens and prefages from the manner of their falling 
on the pile. 

” Prifeus, p. 5J. A more civilized hero, Augnftus himfelf^ 
was plealld, if the perfon on whom he fixed his eyes Teemed unable 
to fupport their divine Kiftre. Sueton. in Augnft. c. 79. 

The count de Buat (Hid. des Peuples de I'Europe, tom. viL 
p. 42S, 419.) attempts to clear Attila from the murder of his bro- 
ther ; and is almoll inclined to rejt-ft the concurrent tcllimony of 
' Joinandcs, and the contemporary Chronicles. 

ber. 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN' EMPIRE. 45 

bcr, and importance, of his vidlories ; and the 
Scythian nvonarch, however ignorant of the value » — ■ v m' 
of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la- 
ment, that his illiterate fubjefts were deftitute of 
the art which could perpetuate the memory of his 
exploits. 

If a line of feparation were drawn between the and ac- 
civilized and the favage climates of the globe i em^re of 
between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated 
the earth, and the hunters and fliepherds, who 
dwelt in tents, Attila might afpire to the title of 
fupreme and foie monarch of the Barbarians 
He alone, among the conquerors of ancient and 
modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia j and thofe vague ap- 
pellations, when they are applied to his reign, 
may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia, which ftretched beyond its aflual limits 
as far as the Danube, was in the number of his 
provinces : he interpofed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in the domeftic affairs of 
the Franks; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed, 
and almoft exterminated, the Burgundians of the 
Rhine. He fubdued the iflandsof the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompaffed and di- 
vided by the waters of the Baltic j and the Huns 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region, which has been protedled from all other 

Fortiflimarum gentium dominus, qui inaudlta ante fe potentii, 
foins Scythica et Geimanica regna pofled.it. Jornandcs, c. 49. 
p. 6S4. Prifeus, p. 64, 65. M. de Guignes, by his knowledge of 
the Chinefe, has acquired (tom. ii. p. 195 — ^01.) an adequate idea 
•f live empire of Attila. 

conquer- 
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xx:av * by the fevcrity of the climate, and the 

1; courage of the natives. Towards the Ead, it is 
difficult to circumferibe the dominion of Attila 
oyer the Scythian deferts yet we may be affur- 
ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga; 
that the king of the Huns was dreaded, not 
only as a warrior, but as a magician ** ; that he 
infulted and vanquifhed the Khan of the formid* 
able Geougen j and that he fent ambafladors to 
negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China. In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
who never entertained, during his lifetime, the 
thought of a: revolt, the Gepids and the Oftro- 
goths were diflinguilhed by their numbers, their 
bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs. 
The renowned Ardaric, king of the Gepid®, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch ; who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difereet virtues of the no- 
ble Walamir, king of the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo many 
martial tribes; who ferved under the ftandard of 
Attila, were ranged in the fubmiflive order of 
guards and domeftics, round the perfon of their 
mafter. They watched his nod ; they trembled 
at his frown ; and, at the firft fignal of his will. 

Sec Hiil. des HunSi tom. li, p, 2^6. The Geougen believed, 
that the Huns could excite at pleafuie, ftornis of wind and rain. 
This phenomenon was produced by the ftone Ctzi; to whofe 
magic power the lofs of a battle was aferibed by the Mahometan 
Tartars of, the fourteenth century. See Cherefeddin Ali, Hill, de 
Timur Bee, tom.i. p. Sa, 83. 
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they executed, without murmur or hedtation, 
his Item and abfolute commands. In time of ■ *,* 

peace, the dependent princes, with their national 
troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc> 
ceiEon ; but when Attila collefled his military 
force, he was able to bring into the field an army 
of five, or, according to another account, of 
feven hundred rhoufand Barbarians 

The ambafiadors of the Huns might awaken The Hun* 
the attention of Theodofius, by reminding him, Perfa, 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and 
Afia} fince they touched the Danube on one 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft } from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives 


•* Jornandesi c. 35. p. 661. c. 37. p. 667. See Tillemont, Hift. 
des Empereun, tom. vi. p. 119. 138. Corneille has reprerented the 
pride of Attila to bis fubjefl kings ; and his tragedy opens with 
thefe two ridiculous lines : 

Us ne font pas venut, nos deux rois t qu’on leur die 
Qu'ils fe font trop attendre, et qu' Attila s'ennuie. 

The two kings of the Gepidx and the Ollrogoths are profound poli- 
ticians and fentimentai lovers; and the whoje piece exhibits the de- 
fers, without the genius, of the poet. 

- 1. — - i alii per Cafpia clauftra 
Armeniafque nives, inopino tramite dufli 
Invadnnt Orientis opes : jam pafeua fumant 
Cappadocum, volucnimque parens Aigeus equorum. 

Jam rubet altus Halys, nec fe defendk iniquo 
Monte Cilix ; Syriae traflus valtantur amxni ; 

AfTuetumque choris ct laeta plebe canorem 
Proterit imbcllem fonipes hoftilis Orontem. 

Claudian, in Kufin. 1 . ii. aS— 3;. 
See, likewife, in Eutrop. 1 . i. *43— *51. and the ftrong defeription 
of Jerom, who wrote from his feelings, tom. i. p. 26. ad Heiiodor. 
p. too. od Ocean. Philoftorgius ( 1 . ix. c. 8.) mentions this irrup- 
tion. 

They 
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They advanced, by a fccret path, along the fhore# 
wv— of the Cafpian feaj traverfed the fnowy moun-i 
tains' of Armenia; paffed the Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes, and the Halys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfcsi 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif^ 
curbed the fcftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach ; 
and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land 
prepared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embark- 
ation. The memory of this invafion was ftill 
recent in the minds of the Orientals. The fub- 
■ je£ts of Attila might execute, with fupetior forces, 
the defign which thefe adventurers had fo boldly 
attempted; and it foon became the fubjedt of 
anxious conjedture, whether the tempeft would 
fall on the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia. 
Some of the great vaffals of the king of the Huns, . 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arms with the emperor, or rather with 
the general, of the Weft. They related, during 
their refidence at Rome, the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the 
Eaft. After pafling a defert and a morafs, fup- 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Mceotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and ar- 
' rived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the 
confines of Media; where they advanced as far as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They 
encountered the Perfian army in the plains of 
Media I and the air, according <o their own ex- 
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preffion, was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But 
the Huns were obliged to retire, before the num- 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
effedled by a different road ; they loft the great- 
eft part of their booty j and at length returned 
to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient defire of revenge. 

In the free converfation of the Imperial ambaf- 
fadors, who difcuffed, at the court of Attila, the 
charafter and defigns of theiP formidable enemy, 
the minifters of Conftantinople exprefled’ their 
hope, that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the houfe of Saffan. The more faga- 
cioHS Italians admohifhed their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fuch a hopej and 
convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refifting the arms of the Huns; 
and, that the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a ' 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius, 

Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful 
and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate 
and captive Romans, who would then be en- 
compafled, on all fides, by the empire of the 
Huns 

While the powers of Europe and Afia were They at 
folicitous to avert the impending danger, the EaLm' 
alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the 

'A.D.441, 

>7 See the original converfation in Prifeus, p. 64, £5. 
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Africa. An enterprife had been 
^ concerted between the courts of Ravenna and 
Conftantinople, for the recovery of that valuable 
province; and the ports of Sicily were already 
filled with the military and naval forces of Theo- 
dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who fprcad his 
negociations round the world, prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the king of the Huns to 
invade the Eaftern empire; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of a 
deftrudive war Under the faith of the treaty 
of Margus, a free market was held on the north- 
ern fide of the Danube, which was proteded 
' by a Roman fortrefs, furnamed Conftantia. A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial fe- 
curity : killed, or difperfed, the unfufpeding 
traders ; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground. 

' The Huns juftified this outrage as an ad of rc- 
prifal ; alleged, that the bilhop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difeover and fteal a 
fecret treafure of their kings; and fternly de- 
manded the guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoiJ, 
and the fugitive fubjeds, who had efcaped from 
the juftice of Attila. The refufal of the Byzan- 

Pi'ilcus, p. 331. His hiftoiy contained a copious and elegant 
account of the war (Evagrius, 1 . i. c. 17.) ; but the cxtrafls which 
relate to the embaflles are the only parts that have reached our times. 
The original work was acceflible, however, to the writers, from 
whom we borrow our imperfeft knowledge, Jornandcs, Theophanes, 
Count Marcellinus, Profper-Tyro, and the author of the Alexan- 
drian, or Pafchal, Chronicle, M. de Boat (Hift. dcs Pcuples de ' 
rhiurepe, tom. vii. c. xv.) has examined the caufe, the circum- 
ftances, and the duration, of this war; and will not allow it to 
extend beyond the year four hundred and forty-four. 
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tine court was the fignal of war ; and the Mje- 
fians at firft applauded the generous firmnefs of u— 
their fovereign. But they were foon intimidated 
by the deftruftion of Viminiacum and the adja- 
cent towns i and the people was perfuaded to 
adopt the convenient maxim, that a private citi- 
zen, however innocent or refpefliable, may be 
juftly facrificed to the fafety of his country. The 
bifliop of Margus, who did not poflefs the fpirit 
of a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which 
he fufpedled. He boldly treated with the princes 
of the Huns ; fecured, by folemn oaths, his par- 
don and reward j polled a numerous detachment 
of Barbarians, in filent ambufti, on the banks of 
the Danube j and, at the appointed hour, opened, 
with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal 
city. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more ho- 
nourable and decifive viftories. The Illyrian 
frontier was covered by a line of caftles and for- 
trefles; and though the greatefl: part of them 
confided only of a fingle tower, with a fmall gar- 
rifon, they were commonly fufficient to repel, or 
to intercept, the inroads of an enemy, who was 
ignorant of the art, and impatient of the delay, 
of a regular liege. But thefe flight obftacles 
were inftantly fwept away by the inundation of 
the Huns They dellroyed, with fire and 
fword, the populous cities of Sirmium and Singi- 

>9 Procopius, de Edificils, L iv. c.';. Thefe fortrefles were 
aftewards reftored, ftrengthened, and enlarged by the emperor Jiif- 
tinian ; but they were foon dellroyed by the Abates, who fucceeded 
to the power and polTellions of the Huns. 

E 2 dunum. 
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^xjav Ratiaria and Marcianapolis, of Na- 

■ *i ifTus and Sardica j where every circumftancc, in 
the difcipline of the people, and the conftru£tion 
of the buildings, had been gradually adapted to 
and ra- the fole purpofe of defence. The whole breadth 

vage Eu- . ^ . , , ,-111 

rope as far of Europe, as It extends above five hundred 
ftLt^nople. from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at 

once invaded, and occupied, and defolated, by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diftrefs could 
not, however, provoke Theodofius to interrupt 
• his amufements and devotion, or to appear in 

perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But 
the troops, which had been fent againft Genferic, 
were haftily recalled from Sicily j the garrifons, 
on the fide of Perfia, were exhaufted j and a 
military force was collefted in Europe, formid- 
able by their arms and numbers, if the generals 
had underftood the fcience of command, and 
their foldiers the duty of obedience. The ar- 
mies of the Eaftern empire were vanquilhed in 
three fucceffive engagements j and the progrefs 
of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle. 
The two former, on the banks of the Utus, and 
t nder the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought 
in the extenfive plains between the Danube and 
Mount Hasmus. As the Romans were prefled 
by a viftorious enemy, they gradually, and un- 
fl-tilfully, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace; and that narrow peninfula, the laft ex- 
tremity of the land, was marked by their third, 
and irreparable, defeat. By the deftrudlion of 

this 
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this army, Attila acq^iiired the indifputable pof- 
fefllon of the field. From the Hellefpont to > ^ '« 

Thermopylae, and the fuburbs of Conftantinople, 
he ravaged, without refiftance, and without 
mercy, the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 

Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, ef- 
cape this dreadful irruption of the Huns; but 
the words, the moft expreffive of total extirpa- 
tion and erafure, are applied to the calamities 
which they inflifted on feventy cities of the Eaf- 
tern empire ‘ Theodofius, his court, and the 
unwarlike people, were protefted by the walls of 
Conftantinople j but thofe walls had been fhaken 
by a recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-eight 
towers had opened a large and tremendous- breach. 

The damage indeed was fpeedily repaired j but 
this accident was aggravated by a luperftitiou# 
fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the Impe- 
rial city to the fhepherds of Scythia, who were 
ftrangers to the laws, the language, and the reli- 
gion, of the Romans 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires The Scy- 
of the South, the Scythian fhepherds have been xartar”*^ 
uniformly afluated by a favage and deftrucftive 
fpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exer- 

Septuaginta civifates (fays Profper-Tyro) dcprasdatione vafta- 
tse. The language of count Marcellimis is ftill more forcible. 

Pene totam Europam, invafis exciffyue civitatibus atque caftellis, 
ionrajit. 

*• Tillemont (Hid. des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 106, 107.) has 
paid great attention to this memorable earthquake; which was felt 
as far from Conftantinople as Antioch and Alexandria, and is 
celebrated by all the ecclefiaftical writers. In the hands of a popu- 
lar preacher, an earthquake is an engine of admirable effeft. 
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cife of national rapine and murder, arc founded 
on two principles of fubftantial intereft : the 
knowledge of the permanent benefits which may 
be obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueft j and 
a juft apprehenfion, left the defolation which we 
inflift on the enemy’s country, may be retaliated 
on our own. But thefe confiderations of hope 
and fear are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate 
of nations. The Huns of Attila may, without 
injuftice, be compared to the Moguls and Tar- 
tars, before their primitive manners were changed 
by religion and luxury and the evidence of 
Oriental hiftory may refleft fome light on the 
fhort and imperfeft annals of Rome. After the 
Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of 
China, it was ferioufly propofed, not in the hour 
of vidory and pafiion, but in calm deliberate 
council, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that 
populous country, that the vacant land might be 
converted to the pafture of cattle. The firmnefs 
of a Chinefe mandarin”, who infinuated fome 
principles of rational policy into the mind of 
Zingis, diverted him from the execution of this 
horrid defign. But in the cities of Afia, which 
yielded to the Moguls, the inhuman abufe of 
' che rights of war was exercifed, with a regular 

** He reprefented, to the emperor of the Moguls, that the four 
provinces (Petcheli, Chantong, Chanfi, apd Leaotong) which he 
already pofleffed, might annually produce, under a mild adrainiftra< 
tiop, 500,000 ounces of filyer, 4.00,000 meafures of rice, and 
Soojooo pieces of fiilc. Gaubil. Hid. de la Dynadle des Mongous, 
p. 58, 59. Yelutchoufay (fuch was the name of the mandarin) was 
a wife and virtuous minifter, who faved his country, and civilized 
the conquerors. See p. loa, loj, 

form 
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form of difciplinc, which may, with equal reafon, 
though not with equal authority, be imputed to 
the vidlorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had 
fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to 
evacuate their houfes, and to aflemble in fome 
plain adjacent to the city ; where a divifion was 
made of the vanquilhed into three parts. The 
firft clafs confifted of the foldiers of the garrifon, 
and of the yonng men capable of bearing arms ; 
and their fate was inftantly decided : they were 
either inlifted among the Moguls, or they were 
maffacfed on the fpot by the troops, who, with 
pointed fpears and bended bows, had formed a 
circle round the captive multitude. The fecond 
clafs, compofed of the young and beautiful wo- 
men, of the artificers of every rank and profef- 
fion, and of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expefted, was diftributed in equal or proportion- 
able lots. The remainder, whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city ; which, in the mean 
while, had been ftripped of its valuable furniture j 
and a tax was impofed on thofe wretched inha- 
bitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
when they were not confcious of any extraordinary 
rigour But the moft cafual provocation, the 
flighted: motive, of caprice or convenience, of- 
ten provoked them to involve a whole people in 

Particular inftancet would be endlefs ; but the curiotis reader 
may confult the life of Gengifcan, by Petit de la Croix, the Hiftoire 
de$ Mongous, and the fifteenth book of the Hillory of the Huns. 

E 4 an 
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Scx:av ’ indifcriminate maffacre ; and the ruin of fome 
/ flouriiliing cities was executed with fuch unrelent- 
ing perfeverance, that, according to their own 
exprelTion, horfes might run, without ftumbling, 
over the ground where they had once ftood. 
The three great capitals of Khorafan, Maru, 
Neifabour, and Herat, were deftroyed by the 
armies of Zingis j and the exa£l account, which 
was taken of the flain, amounted to four millions 
three hundred and forty-feven thoufand perfons 
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a lefs 
barbarous age j and in the profeflion of the Ma- 
hometan religion : yet, if Attila equalled the 
hoftile ravages of Tamerlane either the Tartar 
or the Hun might deferve the epithet of the 
Scourge of God 

*♦ At Maru, i,joo,ooo ; at Herat, i,6qo,oooj at Neifabour, 
), 747,000. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 380, 381. I 
ufe the orthography of d’ Anville’s maps. It muft however be allow- 
ed, that the Peifians were difpofed to exaggerate their lolTes, and the 
Moguls, to.magnify their exploits. 

*5 Cherefeddin Ali, his fervile panegyrift, would afford us many 
horrid examples. In his camp before Delhi, Timur maffacred 
100,000 Indian prifoners,' who had Jmilfd when the army of tlieir 
countrymen appeared in fight (Hill, de Timur Bee, tom. iii. p. 90.). 
The people of Ifpahan fupplied 70,000 human fculls for the Itrufture 
of feveral lofty towers (Id. tom. i. p, 434.). A liroilar tax was 
levied on the revolt of Bagdad (tom. iii. p. 370.); and the exafl 
account, which Cherefeddin was not able to procure from the proper 
officers, is ftated by another hiftorian (Ahmed Arabfiada, tom. ii. 
p. J75. verf. Manger) at 90,000 heads. 

** The ancients, Jornandes, Piifcus, See. are ignorant of this 
r epithet. The modern Hungarians have imagined, that it was ap- 
idicd, by a hermit of Gaul, to Attila, who was pleafed to infert it 
among the titles of his royal dignity. Mafeou, ix. 13. and Til- 
Umont, Hiff. des Einpereurs, tom, vi. p, 143. 

It 
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It may be affirmed, with bolder aflurance, that 
the Huns depopulated the provinces of the em- ■_ j 
pire, by the number of Roman fubjedts whom 
they led away into captivity. In the hands of a tives. 
wife legiflator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to diffufe, through the deferts 
of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and or- 
namental arts j but thcfe captives, who had been 
taken in war, were accidentally difperfed among ^ 
the hords, that obeyed the empire, of Attila. 

The eftimate of their refpeftive value was form- 
ed by the fimple judgment of unenlightened, 
and unprejudiced. Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underftand the merit of a theologian, 
profoundly fldlled in the controverfies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation : yet they refpefted 
■ the minifters of every religion ; and the aftive 
zeal of the Chriftian miflionaries, without ap- 
proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo- 
narch, fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation 
of the gofpel The paftoral tribes, who wdrc 
ignorant of the diHindion of landed property, 
rnuft have difregarded the ufe, as well as the 
abufe, of civil jurifprudence j and the fliill of 
an eloquent lawyer could excite only their con- 
tempt, or their abhorrence '**. The perpetual 

inter- 

*7 The milTionaries of St. Chryfoftom had converted great numbers y 

of the Scythians, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and wag- 
gons. Theodoret, 1 . v. c. 31. Photiiis, p. 1517. The Maho- 
_ Siietans, the Nelforians, and the Latin Chriftians, thought themfelves 
fecure of gaining the fonsMod grandfons of Zingis, who treated the 
fival miflionaries with impartial favour. 

The Germans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, had 
}»ten particularly offended with the Roman laws and lawyers. One 

of 
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xx:?av^' Huns and the Goths had com- 

^ municated the familiar knowledge of the two 

national dialefls ; and the Barbarians were ambi- 
tious of converfing in Latin, the military idiom, 
even of the Eaftern empire **. But they difdain- 
ed the language, and the fcienccs, of the Greeks j 
and the vain fophift, or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find, that his robuft fervant was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and 
efteemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
’ the Huns. An architeft, in the fervicc of One- 

gefius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em- 
ployed to conftruft a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury ; and the trades 
of the fmith, the carpenter, the armourer, were 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
with the ufeful inftriiments of peace and war. 
But the merit of the phyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refpeft ; the Barbarians, 
who defpifed death, might be apprehenfive of 
difeafe ; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prcfcncc of a captive, to whom he aferibed, 

, perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 

I 

I of the Barbnrians, after the effeflual precautions of cutting out the 
tongue of an advocate, and fewing up his mouth, obferved, with 
much fatisfaflion, that the viper could no longer hifs. Florus, iv. 

J2. 

19 Prifeus, p. 59. It fhould feem, that the Huns preferred tlic 
Gothic and Latin languages to tlieir own 5 which was probably a 
hailh and barren idiom. 

preferving 
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preferving, his The Huns might be pro- xx3a\T 

voiced to infult the mifery of their flaves, over * 

whom they exercifed a defpotic Command } 
but their manners were not fufceptible of a refin- 
ed fyftem of oppreflion j and the efforts of cou- 
rage and diligence were often recompcnfcd by 
the gift of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whofe 
cmbaffy is a fource of curious inftruftion, was 
accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger, 
who faluted him in the Greek language, but 
whofe drefs and figure difplayed the appearance 
of a wealthy Scythian. In the fiege of Viminia- 
cum, he had loft, according to his own account, 
his fortune and liberty : he became the flavc of 
Onegefius j but his faithful fervices, againft the 
Romans and the AcatzireS| had gradually raifed 
him to the rank of the native Huns ; to whom 
he was attached by the domeftic pledges of a new 
wife and fcveral children. The fpoils of war had 
reftored and improved his private property ; he 
was admitted to the table of his former lord; 
and the apoftate Greek bleffed the hour of his 
captivity, fince it had been the introduftion to 

i° Philip de Comines, in hit admirable piflure of the laft mo- 
ments of Lewis XI. (Memoires, I. vi. c. it.) teprefents the info- 
lence of his phyiician, who, in five months, extorted 54,000 crowns, 
and a rich bifhoprie, from the ftern avaricioui tjTant. 

J« Prifcus (p. Si.) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which 
protested the life of a flave. Occidere folent (fays Tacitus of the 
Germans) non difciplina. et feveritate, fed impetu et ira, ut inlmicum, 
nifi quod impune. De Moribus Germ. c. 15. The Heruli, who 
were the fubjefts of Attila, claimed, and exercifed, the power of 
life and death over their flaves. See a remarkable inftance in the 
fccond book of Agathias, ' 

an 
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happy and independent ftate } which he held 
i—v— ■> by the honourable tenure of military fervice. 
This reflexion naturally produced a difpute on 
the advantages, and dcfedls, of the Roman go- 
vernment, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apoftate, and defended by Prifeus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation. The freedman of Onegefius 
expofed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a 
declining empire, of which he had fo long been 
the vidlim j the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes, unable to protedl their fubjedls againfl: 

' the public enemy, unwilling to truft them with 
arms for their own defence j the intolerable 
weight of taxes, rendered ftill more oppreflive by. 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of colledlion j 
the obfeurity of numerous and contradicbory lawsj 
the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings ; the partial adminiftration of jufticej 
and the univerfal corruption, which increafed the 
influence of the rich, and aggravated the mis- 
fortunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the breaft of 
the fortunate exile; and he lamented, with a flood 
of tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magif- 
trates, who had perverted the wifeft and molt 
falutary inftitutions 

Treaty of The timid, or felGfh, policy of the weflern 
At- Romans had abandoned the Eaftern empire to the 
tiiaandthe piyns The lofs of armics, and the want of 

empirs, • jz See the whole converfation in Prifeus, p. co— 6a. 

A.1/,440. jj iteruns Orienti aflurgit ruina . . . . quum nulla ab Oc- 
cldentalibus ferrentur auxilia. Profper-Tyro compofed his Chro-. 
nicle in the Weft ; and his obfervation implies acenfure. 

difcipline, 
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difcipHne, or virtue, were not fupplied by the 
perfonal charafter of the monarch. Theodofius ' — ^ ' 
might ftill afFeft the ftyle, as well as the title, of 
Invincible Auguftus-, but he was reduced to folicit 
the clemency of Attila, who imperioudy dictated 
thefe harlh and humiliating conditions of peace, 

I. The emperor of the Eaft refigned, by an ex- 
prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im- 
portant territory, which ftretched along the 
fouthern banks of the Danube, from Singidunum 
or Belgrade, . as far as Novae, in the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey j but, from ■ 
the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market, it foon appeared, that he 
comprehended the ruined city of Naiffus within 
the limits of his dominions. II; The king of the 
Huns required, and obtained, that his tribute or 
fubfidy Ihould be augmented from fcven hundred 
pounds of gold to the annual fum of two thou- 
fand one hundred j and he ftipulated the imme- 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the cxpences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine, that fuch a de- 
mand, which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
private wealth, would have been readily difcharg- 
ed by the opulent empire of the Eaft ; and the 
public diftrefs affords a remarkable proof of the 
impoverifhed, or at leaft of the difdrderly, ftate 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paffage, through the fouleft 

channels. 
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to the treafury of Conftantinoplc. The 
c>-v~-i> revenue was diflipated by Theodofius, and his 
favourites, in wafteful and profufc luxury j which 
was difguifed by the names of Imperial magni- 
ficence, or Chriftian charity. The immediate 
fupplics had been .exhauftcd by the unforefecn 
neceflicy of military preparations. A perfonal 
contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im- 
pofed on the members of the fcnatorian order, 
was the only expedient that could difarm, with- 
out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of At- 
tila : and the poverty of the nobles compelled 
them to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofmg 
to public audion the jewels of their wives, and 
the hereditary ornaments of their palaces 
III. The king of the Huns appears to have efta- 
blilhed, as a principle of national jurifprudence, 
that he could never lofe the property, which he 
had once acquired, in the perfons, who had 
yielded either a voluntary, or reludant, fubmif- 
' lion to his authority. From this principle he 
concluded, and the conclufions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had been 
taken prifoners in war, Ihould be releafed with- 
out delay, and without ranfom ; that every Ro- 
man captive, who had prefumed to efcape, fliould 
purchafe his right to freedom at the price of 
twelve pieces of goldj and that all the Barba- 


34 According to the defeription, or rather inveftive, of Chryfof- 
tom, an auftion of Byzantine luxury muft have been very produc- 
tive. Every wealthy houfe poflelTed a femicircular table of mafly 
filver, fuch as two men could fcarccly lift, a vafe of folid gold of the 
wcigiit of forty pounds, cups, dilhes of the fame metal. Sic. 
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rians, who had deferted the ftandard of Attila, 

Ihould be reftored, without any promife, or fti- . t 

pulation, of pardon. In the execution of this 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial offi- 
cers were forced to maflacre feveral loyal and , 
poble defcrters, who refufed to devote themfelves 
to certain death j and the Romans forfeited all 
reafotiable' claims to the friehdfhip of any Scy- 
thian people, by this public confefTion, that they 
were deflitute either of faith, or power, to proteft 
the fuppliants, who had embraced the throne of 
Theodofius 

The firmnefs of a fingle town, fo obfcure. Spirit of 
that, except on this occafion, it has never been mLdnes. 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer, cx- 
pofcd the difgrace of the emperor and empire. 

Azimus, or Azimuntium, a fmall city of Thrace 
,on the Illyrian borders had been diftinguiflied 
by the martial fpirit of its youth, the fkill and ' 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofcn, 
and their daring exploits againft: the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbarians. Inftead of tamely ex- 

31 The articles of the treaty, exprelTed without much order or 
precifion, may be found in Prifcus (p. 34, 35, 36, 37. 53, he.). 

Count Marcellinus difpenfes feme comfort, by obferving, ift. That 
Attila himfelf folicited the peace and prefents, which he had formerly 
refufed ; and, adly. That, about the fame time, the ambalTadors of 
India prefented a fine large tame tyger to the emperor Thcodolius. 

S'" Prifcus, p. 35, 36. Among the hundred and eighty-two fortSj, 
or calUes, of Thrace, enumerated by Procopius (de Edificiis, 1 . iv. 
c. xi. tom. ii. p. 91. edit. Paris), there is one of the name of Efi- 
nontcu, whofe pofition is doubtfully marked, in the neighbourhood 
'of Anchialus, and the Euxine Sea. The name and walls of Azi- 
muntium might fubfifttill the reign of Juftinian; but the race of its 
brave defenders luid been carefully extirpated by the jealoufy of the 
Roman princes. 

peifting 
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xxjav*’ approach, the Azimuntincs attack- 

> ^ *■ ed, in frequent and fiiccefsful fallies, the troops 

of the Huns, who gradually declined the danger- 
ous neighbourhood j refcued from their hands the 
Ipoil and the captives, and recruited their domef- 
tic force by the voluntary aflbciation of fugitives 
and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty, 
Attila ftill menaced the empire with implacable 
war, unlefs the Azimuntincs were perfuaded, or 
compelled, to comply with the conditions which 
their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of 
Thcodofius confeffed with fhame, and with truth, 
that they no longer poflefled any authority over a 
fociety of men, who fo bravely afferted their na- 
tural independence j and the king of the Huns 
condefcended to negociate an equal exchange 
with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded 
the reftitution of fome fhepherds, who, with their 
cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. A ftrict, 
though fruitlefs inquiry, was allowed : but the 
Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before 
they could recover two furviving countrymen, 

' whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 

for the fafety of their loft companions. Attila, 
on his fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
folemn aflTeveration, that the reft of the captives 
had been put to the fword j and that it was their 
conftant ^practice, immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters, who had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious diffimulation may be condemned, or 
excufed, by the cafuifts, as they incline to the 
. ' * rigid 
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Hgid decree of St. Auguftin, or to the 

fcntiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoilom : but c — ^ — -» 

every foldier, every ftatefmanj muft acknowledge, 

that, if the race of the Aziimintines had been 

encouraged and muJdplied, the Barbarians would 

have ceafed to trample on the majefty of the 

empire 

It would have been ftrange, indeed, if Theo- Smbajnes 
dofius had piirchafed, by the lofs of honour, a tila to 
leciire and Iblid tranquillity ; or if his tamenefs 
had not invited the repetition of injuries. The' 
Byzantine court was infulted by five or fix fuc- 
cefllve embaffies j and the minifters of Attila 
were uniformly intruded to prefs the tardy or 
imperfedt execution of the lafl: treaty ; to produce 
the names of fugitives and deferters, who were 
flill protected by the empire; and to declare, 
with Teeming moderation, that unlefs their fove- 
reign obtained complete and immediate fiuis- 
fadtion, it would be impoflible for him, were it 
even his wifh, to check the refentment of his war- 
like tribes. Belides the motives of pride and 
intereft, which might prompt the king of the 
Huns to continue this train of negociation, he 


J 7 The pee'/ilh difpute of St. Jerom and St. Auguftin, who la- 
boured, by different expedients, to reconcile the quarrel of the 
two apoltles St. Peter and St. Paul, depends on the folution of an 
ibiportant queftion (Middleton's VV’orks, vol. ii. p. 5 — 10.), whica 
has been frequently agitated by Catholic and Protcftaiit divines, 
even by lawyers and philofophcrs of every age. 

3 * Montefquicu (Confiderations fur la Grandeur, Sec. c. xix.) 
lias delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fome of the moft llrik- 
ing circnmftaiices of the pride of Attila, and the tlifgrace of the 
Komans. He deferves the praife ot having read the Fragroeats of 
Piifcus, which have been too much difregardsd. 

Yol. VI. F was 
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was influenced by the lefs honourable view tff 
enriching his favourites at the expence of his ene- 
mies. The Imperial treafury was exhaufted, to 
procure the friendly offices of the ambafladors, 
and their principal attendants, whofe favourable 
report might conduce to the maintenance of 
peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered by 
the liberal reception of his minifters; he com- 
puted with pleafure the value and fplendour of 
their gifts, rigoroufly exacted the performance of 
every promife, which would contribute to their 
private emolument, and treated as an important 
bufinefs of ftate, the marriage of his fecretary 
Conftantius That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by ^Etius to the king of the Huns, 
had engaged his fervice to the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople, for the ftipulated reward of a wealthy 
and noble wife ; and the daughter of count Sa- 
turninus was chofen to difcharge the obligations 
of her country. • The reludance of the viftim, 
feme domeftic troubles, and the unjuft confif- 
cation of her fortune, cooled the ardour of her 
interefted lover ; but he ftill demanded, in the 
name of Attila, an equivalent alliance; and, after 
many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan- 
tine court was compelled to facrifice to this info- 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth, 
opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft 

39 See Prlfcus, p. 69. 71, 77, Sfc. I would fain believe, that this 
adventurer was afterwards crucified by the order of Attila, on a fuf- 
picion of treafonable praftices : but Prifeus (p. 57.) has too plainly 
diftinguifhed two perfons of the narrte of Conftantius, who, from 
Ute finiilar events of their lives, might have been eahly confounded. 

illuf- 
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illuftrious rank of the Roman matrons. For 
thcfe importunate and opprelTive embaflies. At- 
‘tila claimed a fuitable return : he weighed, with 
fufpicious pride, the chara6ter and Ration of the 
Imperial envoys ; but he condefcended to pro- 
mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to 
receive any minifters who had been invcfted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this propofal, by reprefenting the defolatc 
and ruined condition of Sardica 5 and even ven- 
tured to infinuate, that every officer of the army 
or houfchold was qualified to treat with the moft 
powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin a re- 
ipeftable courtier, whofe abilities had been long 
exercifed in civil and military employments, ac- 
cepted with reluftance the troublefome, and, per- . ^ 
haps, dangerous commiffion, of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, i 

the hiftorian Prifcus*’, embraced the opportunity 
of obfcrving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful ; 

and domeftic fcenes of life : but the fecret of the 


40 In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year 41a, the wife ani 
eloquent Maxirain had been the alTelTor of Ardabuiius (Socrates,' 
1 . vii. c. ao.). When Marcian afcendcd the throne, the office of 
Great Chamberlain was bellowed on Maximin, who is ranked, in a 
public edifl, among the four principal minifters of ftate (Novell, a^ 
•Calc. Cod. Theod. p. 31.). He executed a civil and militai-y corn- 
million in the Eaftern provinces ; and his death vvas lamented by the, 
, favages of .Ethiopia, whole incuifions he had reprefled. See Prifeus, 
p. 40, 41. 

4 * ■Prjfcus was a native of Panium in Thrace, and defeired, by hit 
eloquence, an honourable place among the fophifts of the age. Hit 
Byzantine hiftory, which related to his own times, was comprifed in 
feven books. See Fabricius, Bibliot. Grxe. tom. vi. p. 235, 236. 
Notwithftanding the charitable judgment of the critics, I fufpefl 
that Prifeus was a Pagan. • 
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V 

embafly, a fatal and guilty fecret, was entrufted 
only to the interpreter Vigilius. The two laft 
ambadadors of the Huns, Oreftes, a noble fub- 
je(51: of the Pannonian province, and Edecdn, a 
Valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, re- 
turned at the fame time from Conftantinople to 
the royal camp. Their obfcure names were after- 
wards illuftrated by the extraordinary fortune and 
the contrail of their fons : the two fervants of 
Attila became the fathers of the lafl Roman em- 
peror of the Weft, and of the (irft Barbarian king 
of Italy. 

The ambaftadors, who were followed by a nu- 
merous train of men and horfes, made their firft 
halt at Sardica, at the diftance of three hundred 
and fifty miles, or thirteen days journey, from 
Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardica were 
ftill included within the limits of the empire, it 
was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the 
duties of hofpitality. They provided, with the 
alTiftancc of the provincials, a fufficient number 
of ftieep and oxen ; and invited the Huns to a 
fplendid, or at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the 
harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbed 
by mutual prejudice and indiferetion. The great- 
nefs of the emperor and the empire was warmly 
maintained by their minifters ; the Huns, with • 
equal ardour, aflerted the fuperiority of their 
vidtorious monarch : the difpute was inflamed by 
the rafh and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who 
pafTionately rejedled the comparifon of a mere 
mortal with the divine Theodofiusj and it was 
with extreme difficulty that Maximin and Prifeus 

were ' 
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were able to divert the converfation, or to foothe xxxi^ 

the angry minds of the Barbarians. When they 

- rofe from table, the Imperial ambaflador pre- 
fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk 
robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully 
accepted. Yet Oreftes could not forbear infi- 
nuating, that he had not always been treated with 
fuch refpedl and liberality : and the ofFenfive dif- 
tiniftion, which was implied, between his civil 
office and the hereditary rank of his colleague, 
feems to have made Edecon a doubtful friend, and 
Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. ’ After this 
entertainment, they travelled about one hundred 
miles from Sardica to NaifTus. That flouriftiing 
city, which had given birth to the great Conftan- 
tine, was levelled with the ground : the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed, or difperfed; and the ap- 
pearance of Ibme fick perfons, who were ftill per- 
mitted to exift among the ruins of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe the horror of the profpe<5l. 

The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones of the flain and the ambaffadors, who 
diredled their courfe to the north-weft, were 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, be- 
fore they defeended into the fiat and marfiiy ’ 
grounds, which are terminated by the Danubc. 

The Huns were mafters of the great river: their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hol- 
lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree ; the mi- 
nifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on the 
oppofite bank ; and their Barbarian allociates im- 
mediately haftened to the camp of Attila, which 
was equally prepared for the amufements of 

F 3 hunt- . 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


70 

^xjav fooner had Maximin 

advanced about two miles from the Danube, 
than he began to experience the faftidious info- 
lence of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a pleafant valley, led: he 
Ihould infringe the diftant awe that was due 'to 
the royal manfion. The minifters of Attila preffcd 
him to communicate the bufincfs, and the inftruc- 
tions, which he referved for the car of their fove- 
reign. When Maximin temperately urged the 
contrary pradice of nations, he was dill more 
confounded to find, that the refolutions of the 
Sacred Confiftory, thofe fecrets (fays Prifeus) 
which fhould not be revealed to the gods them- 
felves, had been treacheroufly difclofed to the 
public enemy. On his refufal to comply with 
fuch ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy wa$ 
commanded inftantly to depart : the order was 
recalled ; it was again repeated j and the Huns 
renewed their ineffeclual attempts to fubdue the 
patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the 
interceffion of Scotta, the brother of Onegefius, 
whofe friendlhip had been purchafed by a liberal 
gift, he was admitted to the royal prefence j but, 
inftead of obtaining a dccifive anfwer, he was 
compelled to undertake a remote journey to- 
wards the North, that Attila might enjoy the. 
proud fatisfa£lion of receiving, in the fame camp, 
the ambafladors of the Eaftern and Weftern em- 
pires. His journey was regulated by the guides, 
who obliged him to halt, to haften his march, or 
to deviate from the common road, as it beft fuit- 

ed 
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cd the convenience of the King. The Romans 
who traverfed the plains of Hungary, fuppofe 
that they pafled feveral navigable rivers, either 
in canoes or portable boats ; but there is reafon 
to fufped, that the winding fft-eam of the Teyfs, 
or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in different 
places, under different names. From the conti-.- 
guous villages they received a plentiful and re- 
gular fupply of provifions ; mead inftead of wine, 
millet in the place of bread, and a certain liquor 
named camus, which, according to the report of 
Prifcus, was diftilled from barley Such fare 
might appear coarfe and indelicate to men who 
had tailed the luxury of Conftantinople : but, in 
their accidental diflrefs, they were relieved by 
the gentlenefs and hofpitality of the fame Bar- 
barians, fo terrible and fo mercilefs in war. The 
ambaffadors had encamjaedon the edge of a large 
morals. A violent tempefl of wind and rain, of 
thunder and lightning, overturned their tents, 
immerfed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and feattered their retinue, who wandered 
in the darknefs of the night, uncertain of their 
road, and apprehenfive of fome unknown danger, 
till they awakened by their cries the inhabitants 
of a neighbouring village, the property of the 

4 » The Huns tiicmfelvea ftiU continiied to defpife the labours of 
agriculture: tliey abiifcd the privilege of a viflorious nation ; and 
the Goths, their induftrious fubjefts who cultivated the earth, dread- 
ed their neighbourhood, like that of fo many ravenous wolves (Prif- 
cus, p. 45.). In the fame manner the Sarts and Tadgics provide 
for their own fubfiftence, and for that of the Ulbec Tartars, their 
lazy and rapacious fovereigns. See Genealogical Hiftory ol the Tar- 
tars, p. 423. 453, &c. 
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CHAP, widow of Bleda. A bright illumination, and, tn 
a few moments, a comfortable fire of reeds, was 
kindled by their officious benevolence : the wants, 
and even the defires, of the Romans were libe- 
rally fatisfied ; and they feem to have been em- 
barrafied by the fingular- politenefs of Bleda’s 
widow, who added to her other favours the gift, 
or at leafl; the loan, of a fufficient number of 
beautiful and obfequious damfels. The fu.nffiine 
of the fucceeding day was dedicated to repofe ; 
to collect and dry the baggage, and to the refreffi- 
ment of the men and horfes : but, in the even- 
ing, before they purfued their journey, the am- 
bafiadors expreffed their gratitude to the bounte- 
ous lady of the village, by a very acceptable pre- 
lent of filver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, and 
Indian pepper. Soon after this adventure, they 
' rejoined the march of Attila, from whom they 

had been feparated about fix days; and flowly 
proceeded to the capital of an empire, which did 
not contain, in the fpace of feveral thoufand 
miles, a fingle city. 

Thi roysi As far as we may afeertain the vague and ob- 
palace. icurc geography or Prilcus, this capital appears 

to have been feated between the Danube, the 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of 
Upper Hungary, and moft probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or Tokay ‘‘h In 

It is evident, that Prifeus pafTed the Danube and the Teyfs, 
and that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian hills. Agria, 
Tokay, and Jazbciin, are fituated in the plains circumferibed by this 
definition. M. de Euat (Hiftoirc des Peuples, &c. tom. vii. p 461.) 
has chofen Tokay ; Otrokofei (p. 180. apud Mafeou, ix. 2;j.), a 
learned Hungarian, has preferred jaaberin, a place about thirty-fix 
jiiiies woltward of B'uda and the Danube. 

■ ' / its 
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Us origin it could be no more than an accidental • 

camp, which, by the long and frequent refidencQ 
of Attila, had infenfibly fwelled into a huge vil- 
lage, for the reception of his court, of the troops 
who follotved his perfon, and of the various mul- 
titude of idle or induftrious flaves and retainers 
The baths, conftrufled by Onegefius, were the • 
only edifice of ftone; the materials had been 
tranfported from Pannonia j and fince the adja- 
cent country was deftitute even of large timber, 
it may be prefumed, that the meaner habitations 
of the royal village confifted of ftraw, of mud, 
or of canvas. The wooden houfes of the more 
illuftrious Huns, were built and adorned with 
rude magnificence, according to the rank, the 
fortune, or the tafte of the proprietors. They 
feem to have been diftributed with fome degree 
of order and fymmetryj and each fpot became 
more honourable, as it approached the perfon of 
the fovereign. The palace of Attila, which fur- 
pafled all oth^r houfes in his dominions, was built 
entirely of wood, and covered an ample fpace of 
ground. The outward enclofure was a lofty wall, 
or pallifade, of fmooth fquare timber, interfered 
with high towers, but intended rather fur orna- 
ment than defence. This wall, which feems to 

44- The royal village of Attila may fee compared to the city of 
Karacorum, the refidencc of the fucedTors of Ziiigis; whicli, thougli 
it appears to have been a more liable habitation, did not equal t!ie 
lizc or fplendor of the town and abbey of St. Denys; in the 13 th cen- 
tury (fee Rubruquis, in the Hiftoirc Generale des Voyages, tom.vii. 
p. aS 6 .). The camp of Aurengzebe, as it is fo agreeably deferibed 
by Bernier (tom.ii. p. 117 — i3s0> blended the manners of Scythia 
vith the magniP.cencc and luxury of Hindollan. 

have 
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XIV encircled the declivity of a hill, compre« 

V hended a great variety of wooden edifices, adapt- 

ed to the ufes of royalty, A feparate houfc was 
afligned to each of the numerous wives of Attilaj 
and, inftead of the rigid and illiberal confine- 
ment impofed by Afiatic jealoufy, they politely 
• admitted the Roman ambafladors to their pre- 
fence, their table, and even to the freedom of 
an innocent embrace. When Maximin offered 
his prefents to Cerca, the principal queen, he ad- 
mired the Angular architecture of her manfion, 
the height of the round columns, the fize and 
beauty of the wood, which was curioufly (haped 
or turned, or polifhed, or carved ; and his atten- 
tive eye was able to difeover fomc tafte in the 
ornaments, and fome regularity in the propor- 
tions. After palling through the guards, who 
watched before the gate, the ambaffadors were 
introduced into the private apartment of Cerca, 
The wife of Attila received their vifit fitting, or 
rather lying, on a foft couch j the floor was co- 
vered with a carpet ; the domeftics formed a cir- 
cle round the queen j and her damfels, feated on 
the ground, were employed in working the varie- 
gated ernbroidery which adorned the drefs of the 

Barbaric warriors. The Huns were ambitious of 

> 

difplaying thofe riches which were the fruit and - 
evidence of their victories : the trappings of their 
horfes, their fwords, and even their fhoes, were 
ftudded with gojd and precious ftonesj and their 
tables were profufely fpread with plates, and gob- 
bets, and vafes of gold and filvcr, which had 
, becq 
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beea fafhioned by the labour of Grecian artifts. 

The monarch alone affumed the fuperior pride 
pf ftill adhering to the fimplicity of his Scythian 
anceftors The drefs of Attila, his arms, and 
the furniture of his horfe, were pilain, without 
ornament, and of a fingle colour. The royal 
table was ferved in wooden cups and platters; 
flefh was his only food ; and the conqueror of the 
North never tafted the luxury of bread. 

When Attila firft gave audience to the Roman The beha- 
ambaffadors on the banks of the Danube, his tent Attila 
was encompafled with a formidable guard. The the R^a» 
monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden chair. dor$. 

His ftcrn countenance, angry geftures, and im- 
patient tone, aftonilhed the firmncfs of Maximin j 
but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble, fincc 
he diftinftly underftood the ipenace, that if At- 
■ tila did not refpeft the law of nations, he would 
nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, and leave 
.his body to the vultures. The Barbarian con- 
defcended, by producing an accurate lift, to ex- 
pofe the bold falfehood of Vigilius, who had 
affirmed that no more than feyenteen dcferters 
could be found. §ut he arrogantly declared, 
that he apprehended only the difgrace of con- 
tending with his fugitive flaves j fince he defpifed 
their impotent efforts to defend the provinces 
which Theodofius had entruftcd to their arms : 

4-S Wben the Moguls dlTplayed the fpoils of Afia, in the diet of 
Toncat, the thro/.c of Zingis was ftill covered with the original 
black felt carpet, on which he had been feated, when he was raifcd 
to the command of his warlike countrymen. See Vie de Gengifcan, 

), iv. c. 3 . ■' ' ' 

' 4 For. 
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Scxjav ** fortrefs” (added Attila), ** what 

— I ** city, in the wide extent of the Roman empire, 
. “ can hope to exid, fecure and impregnable, if 

it is our pleafurc that it fhould be crazed from 
the earth ?” He difmifled, however, the in- 
terpreter, who returned to Conftantinople with 
his peremptory demand of more complete refti- 
tutlon, and a more fplendid embafly. His an- 
ger gradually fubfided, and his domeftic fatis- 
fadlion, in a marriage which he celebrated on the 
road with the daughter of Edam, might perhaps 
contribute to mollify the native fiercenefs of h's 
temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal 
village, was marked by a very Angular ceremony. 
,A numerous troop of women came out to meet 
their hero, and their king. They marched be- 
fore him, diftributed into long and regular files : 
the intervals betvyeen the files were filled by white 
veils of thin linen, which the women on either 
fide bore aloft in their hands, and which formed 
a canopy for a chorus of young virgins, who 
chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian lan- 
guage. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, 
with a train of female attendants, faluted Attila 
at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the 
palace j and offered, according to the cullom of 
the country, her refpe£lful homage, by intreating 
him to take the wine and meat, which Ihe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo- 
narch had gracioufly accepted her hofpitable 
his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height, as he fat on horfeback ■, and At- 

tiia, 
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tila, when he had touched the goblet with his chap. 

. ® XXXIV, 

lips, again faluted the wife of Onegefnis, and . . y 
continued his march. During his refidence at 
the feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in 
the reclufe idlenefs of a feraglio j and the king of 
the Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity, 
without concealing his perfon from the public 
view. He frequently affembled his council, and 
gave audience to the ambalfadors of the nations ; . 

and his people might appeal to the fupreme tri- 
bunal, which he held at ftated times, and, ac- 
cording to the eaftern cuftom, before the prin- 
cipal gate of his wooden palace. The Romans, 
both of the Eaft and of the Weft, were twice in- 
vited to the banquets, where Attila fcafted with 
the princes and nobles of Scythia. Maximin The royal 
and his colleagues were ftoppedon the thrednold, 
till they had made a devout libation to the health 
and profperity of the king of the Huns j and 
w'ere conduced, after this ceremony, to their 
refpeflive feats in a fpacious hall. The royal 
table and couch, covered with carpets and fine 
linen, was raifed by feveral fteps in the midft of 
the hall j and a Ion, an uncle, or perhaps a fa- 
vourite king, were admitted to fhare the fimple 
and homely repaft oCj/ilttila. Two lines of fmall 
tables, each of which contained three or four 
guefts, were ranged in order on either hand j the 
right was erteemed the moft honourable, bu): the 
Romans ingenuoufly confefs, that they were 
placed on the left j and that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain, moft probably of the Gothic race, pre- 
ceded 
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^xxi/’ rcprefcntatives of Theodofius and Va- 

c— lentinian. The Barbarian monarch received from 

his cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and I 
courteoufly drank to the health bf the moft diftin- 
guilhed gucft j who rofe from his feat, and ex- I 

prefled, in the fame manner, his loyal and re- 
ipcftful vows. This ceremony was fucceflively 
performed for all, or at leaft for the illuftrious 
perfons of the affembly ; and a confiderable time 
muft have been confumed, fince it was thrice 
repeated, as each courfe of fervice was placed on 
the table. But the wine ftill remained after the 
meat had been removed ■, and the Huns conti- 
nued to indulge their intemperance long after the 
fober and decent ambaffadors of the two empires 
had withdrawn themfelvcs from the noflurnal 
banquet. Yet before they retired, they enjoyed 
a fingular opportunity of obferving the manners 
of the nation in their convivial amufements. Two 
Scythians flood before the couch of Atrila, and 
recited the verfes which they had compofed, to 
celebrate his valour and his vifbories. A pro- 
found filence prevailed in the hall and the at- 
tention of the guefls was captivated by the vocal 
harmony, which revived and perpetuated the 
memory 'of their own exploits : a martial ardour 
flalhed from the eyes of the warriors, who were 
impatient for battle ; and the tears of the old 
men exprefled their generous defpair, that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the field **, This entertainment, which might be 

4* If we may believe Plutarch (in Demeti io, tom. v. p. z 4 ..) it 
was the cuftom of the Scythians, when they indulged in the pleaTares 
of the table, to awaken their languid courage by the martial harmony 
of twanging their bowj-ftrings. 

confi- 
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confidered as a fchool of military virtue, was 

fucceedcd by a farce, that debafed the dignity of ^ 

human nature. A Moorilh and a Scythian buffoon 
fucceffively excited the mirth of the rude fpec- 
tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs, 
antic geftures, abfurd fpeeches, and the ftrange 
unintelligible confufion of the Latin, the Gothic, 
and the Hunnic languages and the hall refound- 
cd with loud and licentious peals of laughter. 

In the midft of this intemperate riot, Attila alone, 
without a change of countenance, maintained hit 
ftedfafl: and inflexible gravity j which was never 
relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the 
youngeft of his fons : he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal tendernefs, gently pinched 
him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affec- 
tion, which was juftified by the aflurance of his 
prophets, that Irnac would be the future fupporc 
of his family and empire. Two days afterward#, 
the ambaflfadors received a fecond invitation ; and 
they had reafon to praife the politenefs, as well as 
the hofpitality, of Attila. The king of the Huns 
held a long and familiar converfation with Maxi- 
min i but his civility was interrupted by rude 
exprclTions, and haughty reproaches j and he was 
provoked, by a motive of intereft, to fupport 
with unbecoming zeal, the private claims of his 
fecretary Conftantius. “ The emperor” (faid 
Attila) ** has long promifed him a rich wife : 
Conftantius muft not be difappointed ; nor 
Ihould a Roman emperor deferve the name of 
liar,” On the third day, the ambaffadors 

were 
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CHAP, were difmifledi the freedom of feveral captive^ 
%. — was granted, for a moderate ranfom, to their 
prefling entreaties ; and, befidcs the royal prc- 
fents, they were permitted to accept from each 
of the Scythian nobles, the honourable and iifeful 
gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by the fame 
road, to Conftantinople and though he was in- 
volved in an accidental difpute with Beric, the 
new ambafTador of Attila, he flattered himfelf 
that he had contributed, by the laborious journey, 
to confirm the peace and alliance of the two na- 
tions 

ConrpJra- But the Roman ambafTador was ignorant of the 
Romansa- trcachcrous defign, which had been concealed un- 
lifrJfAN der the mafic of the public faithi The furprife and 
uia. fatisfaftion of Edecon, when he contemplated the 
fplendour of Conftantinople, had encouraged the 
interpreter Vigiiius to procure for him a fecret 
interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius '**, who 
governed the emperor and the empire. After 
fome previous converfation, and a mutual oath 
of lecrecy, the eunuch, who had not, from his 

47 The curious narrative of this emhafly, which required few 
Obfervations, and was not fufceptible of any collateral evidence, 
may be found in Prifeus, p. 49 — 70. But I have not confined my- 
felf to the fame order ; and I had previoufly extrafled the hiftorical 
iircumftances, which were lefs intimately cOnnefled with the journey, 
and bufinefs, of the Roman ambaCadors. 

4 * M. de Tillemont has very properly given the fuccellion of 
Chamberlains, who reigned in the name of Theodofms. Cliiyfa- 
phius was the lafi, and, according to the unanimous evidence of hif- 
tory, the w'oift of thefe favourites (fee Hift. des Empereurs, tom. 
vi.p. 117 — 119. Mem. Eccief. tom. xv. p. 438.). His partiality 
for his godfatlier, the hercfiarch Eutyches, engaged him to perfecute 
the orthodox party, 

8 ' own 
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own feelings or experience, imbibed any exalted 
notions of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe ■_ „f 
the death of Attila, as an important fervicc, by 
which Edecon might deferve a liberal Ihare of the 
wealth and luxury which he admired. The 
ambaflador of the Huns liftened to the tempting 
offer i and profeffed, with apparent zeal, his abi- 
lity, as well as readinefs, to execute the bloody 
deed : the defign was communicated to the maf- 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius 
confented to the affaffination of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
feated by the diffimulation, or the repentance, of 
Edecon j and, though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon, which he 
feemed to approve, he dexteroufly affumed the 
merit of an early and voluntary confeffion. If 
we now review the embaffy of Maximin, and the 
behaviour of Attila, we muff applaud the Bar- 
barian, who refpefted the laws of hofpitality, and 
generoufly entertained and difmiffed the minifter 
of a prince, who had confpired againft his life. 

But the raflinefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
extraordinary, fince he returned, confeious of hig 
guilt and danger, to the royal camp ; accom- 
panied by his fon, and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold, which the favourite eu- 
nuch had furnifhed, to fatisfy the demands of 
Edecon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 

The interpreter was inftantly feized, and dragged 
before the tribunal of Attila, where he afferted 
his innocence with fpecious firmnefs, till the 
VoL. Vl» G threat 
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CHAP, threat of inflifting inftant death on his fon, ex- 
1 ^ j torted from him a fincere difcovery of the crimi- 

nal tranfadlion. Under the name of ranfom or 
confifcation, the rapacious king of the Huns 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a traitor, whom he difdained to punilh. He 
pointed his juft indignation againft a nobler cStl- 
He repri- je£t. His ambafladors Edaw and Oreftes were 
forgfvcs"'^ immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with a 
the Empe- peremptory inftruftion, which it was much fafer 
for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly 
entered the Imperial prefence, with the fatal purfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes ; who 
interrogated the eunuch Chryfaphius, as he ftood 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was 
referred for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eflaw, who gravely addrefled the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words : “ Theodofius is the 
“ fon of an illuftrious and refpe<ftable parent: 
** Attila likewife is defeended from a noble race; 

' and he has fupported, by his a 6 tions, the dig- 
“ nity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
“ 2uk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
“ nal honours, and, by confenting to pay tribute, 
“ has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
flave. It is therefore juft, that he ffiould revc- 
** rence the man whom fortune and merit have 
“ placed above him j inftead of attempting, like^ 
“ a wicked flave, clandeftinely to confpire againft 
“ his mafter.” The fon of Arcadius, who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery, heard 

with 
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■with aftonifliment the fevere language of truth : ^xjav*" 
he blulhed and trembled j nor did he prefume > — j 
direftly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eflaw and Orcftes were inftru£ted to demand. 

A folemn embaflyj armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila j and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, two 
minifters of confular or patrician rank, of whom 
the one was great treafurer, and the other was 
mafter-general of the armies of the Eaft. He 

condefcended to meet thefe ambafladors on the 

/ 

banks of the river Drenco j and though he at firft 
affefted a ftern and haughty demeanor, his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and 
liberality. He condefcended to pardon the em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter j bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace j releafed a great number of captives } 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
fate J and refigned a large territory to the fouth 
of the Danube, which he had already exhaufted 
of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war and the 
fubjedls of Theodofius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreflive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have 
paid for his dcftrudlion **, 

The 

+9 This fecret confpiracy, and its important confequences, may be 
traced in the fragments of Prifeus, p. 37, 38, 39. 5+. 70, 71, 71. 

The chronology of that hillorian is not fixed by any precife date ; 

G a but 
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CHAP. 

XXXIV. 

Thcodo- 
fius the 
Younger 
dies, 

A.D. 4.50. 
July 28. 


The emperor Theodofius did not long furvive 
the moft humiliating circumftance of an iqglo- 
rious life. As he was riding, or hunting, in the 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was thrown 
from his horfe into the river Lycus : the fpine of 
the back was injured by the fall ; and he expired 
fome days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his 


age, and the forty-third of his reign 


His 


After Pulcheria, whofe authority had been con- 
trouled both in civil and ecclefiaftical affairs bv 
the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una- 
nimoufly proclaimed Emprefs of the Eaft ; and 
the Romans, for the firft time, fubmitted m a 
female reign. No fooner had" Pulcheria afcended 
the throne, than fhc indulged her own, and the 
public refentment, by an a£l of popular juftice. 
Without any legal trial, the eunuch Chryfaphius 
was executed before the gates of the city j and. 
the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 
by the rapacious favourite, ferved only to haften 
and to juftify his punifhment Amidft the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people, 
the emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dif- 
advantage to which her fex was expofed ■, and Ihe 


but tlie feries of negociations between Attila and the Eaftem empire^ 
muft be included within the three or four years, which are terminat- 
ed, A.D. 4.50, by the death of Theodofius. 

Theodorus the Reader (fee Valef. Hift. Ecclef, tom.’iii. p. 563.), 
and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fail, without fpecifying the 
injury : but the confequence was fo likely to happen, and fo unlikely 
to be inventeil, that we may fafely give credit to Nicephorus Cal- 
liftus, a Greek of the fourteenth century. 

S' Pulcherix nutu (fays Count Marcellinus) fua cum avaritia in- 
teremptus eft. She abandoned the eunuch to the pious revenge of s 
Ion, whofe father liad fuffeied at his inftigation. - 

7 wifely 
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wifely refolved to prevent their murnnurs by the 
choice of a colleague, who would always refpeit t 
the fuperior rank and virgin chaftity of his wife. 

She gave her hand to Marcian, a fcnator, about amiisAic- 
fixty years of age, and the nominal hiilband of Maictinf 
Pulcheria was folemnly inverted with the Imperial 
purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or- 
thodox creed, as it was eftablifhed by the council 
of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life, and after- 
wards on the throne, may fupport a more ratio- 
nal belief, that he was qualified to reftore and 
invigorate an empire, which had been almort 
diffolved by the fucceflive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and 
educated to the profdlion of arms j but Marci- 
an’s youth had been fevcrely exercifed by poverty 
and misfortune, fince his only refource, when he 
firft arrived at Conltantinople, confifted in two 
hundred pieces of gold, which he had borrowed 
of a friend. He parted nineteen years in the 
domertic and military fcrvice of Afpar, and his 
fon Ardaburius j followed thofe powerful generals 
to the Perfian and African wars; and obtained, 
by their influence, the honourable rank of tri- 
bune and fenator. His mild difpofition, and 
ufefiil talents, without alarming the jealoufy, re- 
commended Marcian to the erteem and favour, 
of his patrons : he had feen, perhaps he had felt, 
the abufes of a venal and opprtllive adminiftra- 
tion j and his own example gave weight and 

G 3 energy 
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to the laws, which he promulgated for the 
reformation of manners 

i» Procopius, de Bell. Vandal, 1 . i. c. 4, Bvagrius, 1 . ii. c. 1. 
Theopbanes, p. 90, 91. Novell, ad Calcem Cod. Theod. tom. vi, 
p. 30. The praifes which St. Leo, and the Catholics, have bellowed 
pn Marcian, are diligently tianlcribed by Bafonius, as an encov* 
yagement for’ future princes. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Invajion of Gaul ly Auila. — He is repulfed by Mtius 
and the Vijigoths. — Attila invades and evacuates 
Italy.- — 'The Deaths of Attila, Mtius, and Valen~ 
t ini an the Third. 


I 


T was the opinion of Marcian, that war fliould CHAP. 

* XXXV, 

be avoided, as long as it is poffible to pre- 


Attila 


ferve a fccure and honourable peace; but it was ,i,reaten» 
likewife his opinion, that peace cannot be ho- both em^ 
nourable or fecure, if the fovereign betrays a prepares to 
•pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate 
courage dictated his reply to the demands of At- A.D.450. 
tila, who infolently prelTed the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor fignified to the 
Barbarians, that they mull no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome, by the mention of a tribute ; 
that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming 
liberality, the faithful friendfliip of his allies; but 
that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace, 
they Ihould feel that he poflefled troops, and 
arms, and refolution, to repel their attacks. The 
fame language, even in the camp of the Huns, 
was ufed by his ambaffador Apollonius, whofe 
bold refufal to deliver the prefents, till he had 
been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed 
a fenfe of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expert from the 
G 4 degenerate 


Digitized by Goog[e 



88 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

i 

*xxxv^" Romans *. He threatened to chaftife 

w.— y— the rafh fuccelTor of Theodofius ; but he hefitated, 
whether he fliould firft direct his invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited his decifion with awful fufpenfe, 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Conftantinople ; and his minifters 
faluted the two emperors with the fame haughty 
declaration. “ Attila, my lord, and t&y lord, 
** commands thee to provide a palace for his 
“ immediate reception But as the Barbarian 
defpifed, or alFedled to defpife, the Romans of 
the Eaft, whom he had fo often vanquilhed, he 
foon declared his refolution of fufpending the 
. , . eafy conqueft, till he had atchieved a more glo- 
rious and important enterprife. In the memo- 
rable invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huns were 
naturally attradled by the wealth and fertility of 
thofe provinces j but the particular motives and 
provocations of Attila, can only be explained by 
the ftate of the Weftern empire under the reign 
of Yalentinian, or, to fpeak more corretftly, un- 
der die adminiftration of ^Etius ^ 

his rival Boniface, .Etius 
miniftra- had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns ; 

* See Prifcus, p, 39. 7a, 

* The Alexandrian or Pafchal Chronicle, which introduces this 
haughty mertage, during the lifetime of Theodofius, may have anti- 
cipated the date ; but the dull annalilt was incapable of inventing the 
oiiginal and genuine ftyle of Attila. 

J The fecond book of the Hiltoire Crifjque de I’Etabliflement de 
la .Monarchic Frangoife, tom. i. p. 189—424., throws great lighten 
tjie ftate of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila ; but the ingeni- 
ous author, the Abbe Dubos, too often bewilders himfelf in fyftem 
and conjecture. 

and 
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and he was indebted to their alliance for his fafety 
and his reftoration. Inftead of the fuppliant Ian- > — ^ — • 
guage of a guilty exile, he folicited his pardon 
at the head of fixty thoufand Barbarians ; and the 
emprefs Placidia confefled, by a feeble refiftance, 
that the condefeenfion, which might have been 
aferibed to clemency, was the efFeft of weaknefs 
or fear. She delivered herfelf, her fon Valentinian, 
and the Weftern empire, into the hands of an 
infolent fubjefl j nor could Placidia protect the 
fon-in-law of Boniface, the virtuous and faithful 
Sebaftian *, from the implacable perfecution, 
which urged him from one kingdom to another, 
till he miferably perilhed in the fervice of the 
Vandals. The fortunate ^tius, who was im- 
mediately promoted to the rank of patrician, and 
thrice inverted with the honours of the confullhip, , 
afTurned, with the title of mafter of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole m.ilitary power of the 
rtate i and he is fometimes ftyled, by contempo- 
rary writers, the Duke, or General, of the Ro- 
mans of the Wert. His prudence, rather than 
his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofius in the portertion of the purple j and 
Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 

4 Viitor Vitenfis (de Perfccut. Vandal. I. i. c. 6. p. 8. edit. Rui- 
nart) calls him, a'cer confilio et ftrenuus in hello : but his courage, 

■when he became unfortunate, was cenfured as defperate ralhnefs; 
and Sebaftian deferved, or obtained, the epitliet of pracept (Sidon. 

Apollinar. Carmen, ix. i8i.). His adventures at Conftantinople, 
in Sicily, Gaul, Spain, and Africa, are faintly marked in the Chro- 
nicles of Marcellinus and Idatius. In his diftrefs he was always fol- 
lowed by a numerous train ; fince he could ravage the Hellefpont 
and Propontis, and feize the city of Barcelona. 

luxury 
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CHAP, luxury of Italy, while the patrician appeared in 
the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
‘ Weftern empire. The Gothic hiftorian ingc- 
nuoufly confeffcs, that JEtius was born for the 
falvation of the Roman republic * j and the fol- 
lowing portrait, though it is drawn in the fairell 
colours, muft be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. His mo- 
thcr was a wealthy and noble Italian, and his 
“ father Gaudentius, who held a diftinguilhed 
“ rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofc 
“.from the ftation of a military domefticy to the 
* dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon, 
“ who was enrolled almoft in his infancy in the 
guards, was given as a hoftage, firfl: to Alaric, 
“ and afterwards to the Huns } and he fuccef- 
“ fively obtained the civil and military honours 
- “ of the palace, for which he was equally qua* 
“ lified by fuperior merit. The graceful figure 
of ^tius was not above the middle ftaturcj 
** but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
“ for ftrength, beauty, and agility j and he ex- 
celled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
** horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave- 
“ lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
food or of fleep i and his mind and body were 
** alike capable of the moft laborious efibrts. 
“ He poflefled the genuine courage, that can 
defpife not only dangers but injuries j and it 

5 Reipublicat Romans fmgxilariter natus, <jui fup«rbiam Suevo- 
|Tjm, Franconimque baibariem iminenfis coedibus fervire Imperio 
Romano coegilTct, Jovnandes de Rebus Geticis, c. 34. p. 660. 

“ was 
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'' was impoffible either to corrupt, or deceive, 

“ or intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul * 

The Barbarians, who had fcated themfelves in 
the Weftern provinces, were infenfibly taught to 
refpeft the faith and valour of the patrician M- 
tius. He foothed their paffions, confultcd their 
prejudices, balanced their interefts, and checked 
their ambition. A feafonable treaty, which he 
concluded with Genferic, protefted Italy from the 
depredations of the Vandals; the independent 
Britons implored and acknowledged his falutary 
aid ; the Imperial authority was reftored and 
maintained in Gaul and Spain j and he compelled 
the Franks and the Suevi, whom he had van- 
quifhed in the field, to become the ufeful con- 
federates of the republic. 

From a principle of intereft, as well as grati- His con- 

. 1 o y • If r 

tude, mtius amduoufly cultivated the alliance of with the 
the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a 
hoftage, t>r an exile, he had familiarly converfed 
with Attila himfelf, the nephew of his benefaftor; 
and the two famous antagonifts appear to have 
been conneded by a perfonal and military friend- 
Ihip, which they afterwards confirmed by mutual 
gifts, frequent embaffies, and the education of 
Carpilio, the Ion of ^tius, in the camp of At-r 
tiia. By the fpccious profelTions of gratitude 


® This portrait is drawn by Renatus Profutui-us Frigeridus, » 
contemporary hiftorian, known only by fome extracts, which ar« 
preferved by Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. 8. in tom. ii. p. 163.), 
Jt was probably the doty, or at lead the intereft, of Renatus, tQ 
tnagnify the virtues of /Etius : but he would have fliewn more dex- 
terity, if he bad not infilled on bis patient, fvgiving difpofition. 

r 
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and voluntary attachment, the patrician might 
difguife his apprehenfions of the Scythian con- 
queror, who prefled the two empires with his in- 
numerable armies. His demands were obeyed 
or eluded. When he claimed the fpoils of a van- 
quilhed city, fome vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embezzled ; the civil and military 
governors of Noricum were immediately difpateh- 
ed to fatisfy his complaints ^ : and it is evident, 
from their converfation with Maximin and Prif- 
cus, in the royal village, that the valour and 
prudence of iEtius had not faved the Weftern 
Romans from the common ignominy of tribute. 
Yet his dexterous policy prolonged the advan- 
tages of a falutary peace ; and a numerous army 
of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to his 
perfon, was employed in the defence of Gaul, 
Two colonies of thefe Barbarians were judicioufly 
fixed in the territories of Valens and Orleans *: 
and their active cavalry fccured the important 

7 The embafly confided of Count Romulus ; of Promotus, pre- 
fident of Niuicum; and of Komanus, the mililai-y duke. They 
syeie accompanied by Tatullus, an illudiious citizen of Petovio, in 
the fame province, and father of Orelles, who had married the daugh- 
ter of Count Romulus. See Prifeus, p. 57. 65. Cadiodorius (Va- 
liar. i. 4.) mentions another embafi'y, which was executed by his 
father and Carpilio, the fon of .^tius; and as Attila was no more, 
he could fafely boait of their manly intrepid behaviour in his pre- 
fence. 

* Dcferta Valentinae urbis nira Alanis partienda traduntur. Prof- 
per. Tyronis Chron. in Hiftoriens de France, tom. i. p. 639. A 
few lines afterwards, Profper obferves, that lands in the ulterior Gaul 
were adigned to the Alani. Without admitting the correftion of 
Dubos (torn. i. p. 300.) ; the reafonable fuppofition of iw» colonies 
or garrifons of Alani, will confirm his arguments, and remove his 
objeftions. 
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paffages of the Rhone and of the Loire. Thefe 
favage allies were not indeed lefs formidable to v— 
the I’ubjefts than to the enemies of Rome. Their 
original fettlement was enforced with the licen- 
tious violence of conqueft ; and the province 
through which they marched, was expofed to all 
the calamities of an hoftile invafion ’. Strangers 
to the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambition of ^tius j and 
■though he might fufpe£t, that, in a conteft with 
Attila himfelf, they would revolt to the flandard 
of their national king, the patrician laboured to 
reftrain, rather than to excite, their zeal and 
refentment againft: the Goths, the Burgundians, 
and the Franks. 

The kingdom eftablifhed by the Vifigoths in The vifi- 

° goths m 

the fouthern provinces of Gaul, had gradually Gaul un- 
acquired ftrength and maturity j and the conduft re^gn^'of 
of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in peace or Theodo- 
■war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of ^tius. A. d.' 
After the death of Wallia, the Gothic fceptre 
iJevolvcd to Theodoric, the fon of the great ' 

9 See Profper. Tyro, p. 639. Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit. 24.6.) 
complains, in the name of Auvergne, liis native country, 

Litorius Scythicos equites tunc forte fubaflo 
Celfus Aremorico, Geticum rapiebat in agmeii 
Per terras, Arverne, tuas, qui proxima quacque 
Difcurfu, flammis, ferro, feritate, rapinis, 

Deleban.t ; pacis fallentes nomen inane. 

Another poet, Paulinus of Perigord, confirms the complaint : 

' Nam focium vix ferre queas, qui durior hoftc. 

See Dubos, tom. i, p. 330, 
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Alaric ; and his profperous reign, of more 
c— V— ' than thirty years, over a turbulent people, may 
be allowed to prove, that his prudence was fup- 
ported by uncommon vigour, both of mind and 
body. Impatient of his narrow limits, Theodoric 
afpired to the pofleflion of Arles, the wealthy feat 
of government and commerce } but the city was 
faved by the timely approach of ^tius j and the 
Gothic king, who had raifed the fiege with fome 
lofs and difgrace, was perfuaded, for an adequate 
fubfidy, to divert the martial valour of his fub- 
jedls in a Spanifh war. Yet Theodoric ftill watch- 
ed, and eagerly feized, the favourable moment 
A.D. of renewing his hoftile attempts. The Goths 
♦35-439* befieged Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces 
were invaded by the Burgundians j and the pub- 
lic fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide, the activity of ^tius, and his Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re- 
fiftance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
flain in battle ; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 


•° Theodoric II. the fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avitus his 
refolution of repairing, or expiating, the fault which his grmtdfatbtr 
bad committed. 

Qu^se peccavit avus, quern fufcat id unum, 

Q^od te, Roma, capit. — ■ 

Sidon. Panegyric. Avit. 505, 

This charafler, applicable only to the great Alaric, eftabliOies the 
genealogy of the Gothic kings, which has hitherto been unnoticed. 

tains 
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tains of Savoy The walls of Narbonne had 

been fhaken by the battering engines, and the » ^ 

inhabitants had endured the laft extremities of 
famine, when count Litorius, approaching in 
lilence, and direding each horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his way through 
the intrenchments of the befiegers. The fiegc 
was immediately raifed j and the more decifive 
viftory, which *is afcribed to the perfonal conduft 
of ^tius himfelf, was marked with the blood of 
eight thoufand Goths. But in the abfencc of the 
patrician, who was haftily fummoned to Italy by 
fome public or private intereft, count Litorius 
fucceeded to the command ; and his prefumption 
foon difcovered, that far different talents are re- 
quired to lead a wing of cavalry, or to diredt the 
operations of an important war. At the head 
of an army of Huns, he rafhly advanced to the 
gates of Thouloufe, full of carelefs contempt for 
an enemy, whom his misfortunes had rendered 
prudent, and his fituation made defperate. The 
predidlions of the Augurs had infpired Litorius 
with the profane confidence, that he Ihould enter 
the Gothic capital in triumph ; and the trufl: 
which he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged 
him to rejedt the fair conditions of peace, which 

•• The name of Sepaudia, the origin of Sanxy, is firft mentioned 
by Ammianus Marcellinus ; and two military pofts are afcertained, 
by the Notitia, within the limits of that province ; a cohort was fta- 
- tioned at Gi-eiioble in DauphinS; and Ebredunum, or Iverdun, 
fheltered a fleet of fmall veflels, which commanded the lake of Neuf- 
chatel. Sec Valefius, Notit. Gallianim, p. 503. D’Anville, No- 
tice de I'Ancienne Gaul, p. 284, 579. 

4 were 
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^xxxv^ were repeatedly propofed by the bifhops in the 
V — name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths ex- 
hibited in his diftrefs the edifying contrail of 
Chriftian piety and moderation ; nor did he lay 
afide his fackcloth and aflies till he was prepared 
to arm for the combat. His foldiers, animated 
with martial and religious enthufiafm, aflaultcd 
the camp of Litorius. The conflift was obftinate; 
the daughter was mutual. The Roman genera!, 
after a total defeat, which could be imputed only 
to his unfleilful rafhnefs, was actually led through 
the ftreets of Thouloufe, not in his own, but in a 
hoftile, triumph; and the mifery which he expe- 
rienced, in a long and ignominious captivity, 
excited the compaflion of the Barbarians them- 
felves Such a lofs, in a country whofe fpiric 
and finances were long fince exhaufied, could not 
eafily be repaired ; and the Goths, afluming, in 
their turn, the fentiments of ambition and re- 
venge, would have planted their vidlorious ftand- 
ards on the banks of the Rhone, if the prefence 
of 'iEtius had not reftored ftrength and difeipline 
to the Romans The two armies expefted the 

fignal 

Salvlan has attempted to explain tlie moial government of the 
•Deity; a talk which maybe readily performed by fuppofing, that 
the calamities of the wicked are, jud^tats, and thole of the righteous^ 
trial’s. 

SI — Capto terrartim damnn patebant 

Litorio, in Rhodanum proprios prodneere fines, 

Theudoridae fixum ; nec crat pugnai c necefle, 

Sed migrare Getis ; labidem trux afperat iinm 
Viftor; quod fenfit Scythicuni fub moenibus hoftem 
Imputat, et nihil eft gravius, fi forfitan unquam 
Vincere contingat, tiepido. — » ■ • • 

Panegyr. Avit. aoo, &c. 

Sidonius 
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lignal of a decifive aftion j but the generals, who ^xxxv^' 
wwe confcious of each other’s force, and doubt- 
ful of their own fuperiority, prudently fheathed 
their fwords in the field of battle j and their re- 
conciliation was permanent and fincere. Theo- 
doric, king of the Vifigoths, appears to have 
deferved the love of his fubjedts, the confidence 
of his allies, and the efteem of mankind. His 
throne was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who 
were educated with equal care in the exercifes of 
the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
fchools : from the ftudy of the Roman jurifpru- 
dence, they acquired the theory, at leafl:, of law 
andjufticej and the harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to fofeen the afperity of their native 
manners The two daughters of the Gothic 
king were given in marriage to the eldeft fons of 
the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who 
reigned in Spain and Africa ; but thefe illuftri- 
ous alliances were pregnant with guilt and dif- 
cord. The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death 
of an hufband, inhumanly maffacred by her bro- 
ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyrant, whom fhe called her fa- 
ther. The cruel Genfcric fulpecled, that his 

Sidonius then proceeds, according to the duty of a panegjrift, to 
transfer the whole merit from JEtius, to his minifter Avitus. 

*4 Theodoric II. revered, in the perfon of Avitus, the charaflcr 
of his preceptor. 

— ' - Mihi Romula dudum 
Per te jura placeiu : psrvumque edifeere juffit 
Ad tua verba pater, docili quo prifea Afarin/j 
Carmine m»l)iret Scythicos mihi pagina mores. , 

Sidoii. Pansgyr. Avit. 495, &c. 

Vot. VI. ii fun’s 
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CHAP; fon’s wife had confpired to poifon him j the fup- 
x_ " pofed crime was punilhed by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears j and the unhappy daughter of 
Thcodoric was ignominioufly returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti- 
lated condition* This horrid aft, which muft 
feem incredible to a civilized age, drew tears from 
every fpeftator j but Theodoric was urged, by the 
feelings of a parent and a king, to revenge fuch 
irreparable injuries. The Imperial minifters, 
who always cherHhed the difeord of the Barba- 
rians, would have fuppUed the Goths with arms, 
and Blips, and treafures, for the African war i and 
' the cruelty of Genferic might have been fatal to 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in 
his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and prelfing folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila j and the defigns of ^tius 
and Thcodoric were prevented by the invafion of 


The 

Fnnkt in 
Gaul, un- 
der the 
Merovin- 
gian 
kings, 


Gaul ”, 

The Franks, whofe monarchy was ftill confin- 
ed to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, 
had wifely eftablilhed the right of hereditary fuc- 
ceflion in the noble family of the Merovingians *®. 

Thefe 


«J Our authorities for the reign of Theodoric I. are, Jornandes 
de Rebus Geticis, c. 34. 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius, and 
the two Profpers, infected in the Hiftorians of France, tom. i. 

640. To thefe we may add Salvian de Gubematione Dei, 

i. vii. p. S43, *44» 245- and the Panegyric of Avitus, by Sido- 
nius. 

Reges Crimitt fe creavifie de prima, et ut ita dicam nobiliori 
fuorum fitmilia (Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 5. p. 166. of the fecond 
volume of the Hiftorians of France). Gregory himfelf does not 

. ^ mention 
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Thefe princes were elevated on a buckler, the 
fymbol of military command ; and the royal 
falhion of long hair was the enfign of their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locksj which they 
combed and> dreflTed with Angular care, hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and fhoul- 
ders} while the reft of their nation were obliged* 
either by law or cuftom, to (have the hinder part 
of their head * to comb their hair over the fore- 
head, and to content themfelves with the orna-* 
ment of two fmall whifkers **, The lofty ftature 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
Germanic origin j their clofe apparel accurately 
cxprefled the figure of their limbs* a weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt* their 
bodies were protefted by a large (hield : and thefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained, from their ear- 

mention the Mtrtvinpan name, which may be traced, however, to the 
beginning of the feventh century, as the dillinftive appellation of the 
royal family, and even of the French monarchy. An ingenious 
critic has deduced the Merovingians from the great Maroboduus * 
and he has clearly proved, that the prince, who gave his name "to 
the firft race, was more ancient than the father of ChilJerIc. See 
Memolres de I'Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xx. p. $>—90. 
tom. XXX. p. *57—587. 

*7 This German cuftoih, whith ihay be traced from Tacitus to 
Gregory of Tours, was at length adopted by the emperors of Con- 
ftantinople. From a MS. of the tenth century, Montfancon ha* 
delineated the reprefentation of a fimilar ceremony, which the igno- 
rance of the age had applied to king David. See Monumenta 
de la Monarchie Fran^oile, tom. i. Djfcourfe Preliminaire. ^ 

>8 Csefaries prolixa .... criniura ilagellis per terga dlmilHs, 
tcc. See the Preface to third volume of the Hillorians of France, 
and the Abbe Le Boeuf (Diflertat. tom. iii. p* 47-*79-)* This 
peculiar falhion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives - 
and ftrangers ; by Prifeus (tom; i. p. 6c8.), by Agathias (tom^ ii. ' 
p. 49.), and by Gregory of Toursj 1. Iii* 18. vi. 34. viii. 10. 
tom. Ii. p. 196. 378. 31$. 
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^xxxv^ lieft youth, to run, to leap, to fwim ; to dart the 
javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim j to 
advance, without hefitation, againft a fuperior 
enemy j and to maintain, either in life or death, 
the invincible reputation of their anceftors 
Clodion, the firft of their long-haired kings, 
whofe name and aftions are mentioned in authen- 
tic hiftory, held his refidence at Difpargum ", a 
village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be affigned 
between Louvain and Bruflels. From the report 
of his fpies, the king of the Franks was inform- 
ed, that the defencelefs ftate of the fecond Belgic 
mull yield, on the flighteft attack, to the valour 
of his fubjefts. He boldly penetrated through 
the thickets and morafles of the Carbonarian fo- 
reft *'i occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only 
cities which exifted in the fifth century, and ex- 
tended his donquefts as far as the river Somme, 
over a defolate country, whofe cultivation and 
populoufncfs are the efFefls of more recent in- 
dullry While Clodion lay encamped in the 

'9 See an original piflure of the figure, drefs, arms, and temper 
of the ancient Franks in Sidonius Apollinaris (Panegyr. Majorian, 
a3S— 254.) i and fuch piflures, though coarfely drawn, hare a real 
and intrinftc value. Father Daniel (Hill, de la MiUce Fran^oife, 
tom. i. p. 2—7.) has Illullrated the dtfeription. 

•® Dubos, Hill. Critique, &c. tom. i. p. 271, 272. Some geo- 
graphers have placed Difpargum on the German fide of the Rhine. 
See a note of the Bencdicline Editors to the Hiftoiians of France, 
tom. ii. p. 166. 

The Carbonarian wood, was that part of the great foreft of the 
Ardennes, which lay between the Efcaut, or Schekl, and theMeufe. 
Valcf. Notit. Gall. p. 126. 

“ Gregor. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 9. in tom. ti. p. 166, 167. Fiede- 
gu. Epitom. c. 9. p. 395. Gdla RcJ.^^Francor. c. 5. in tom. ii. 
p. 544. Vit. St. Remig. ab Hincmar, in totn. iii. p-373- 

plains 
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plains of Artois and celebrated, with vain and 
oftentatious fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of — v — * 
his fon, the nuptial feaft was interrupted by the 
unexpefted and unwelcome prefence of iEcius, 
who had paflTed the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry. The tables, which had been fpread 
under the fhelter of a hill, along the banks of 
a pleafant ftream, were rudely overturned j the 
Franks were opprefled before they could recover 
their arms, or their ranks i and their unavailing 
valour was fatal only to themfelves. The load- 
ed waggons, which had followed their march, 
afforded a rich booty ; and the virgin- bride, with 
her female attendants, fubmifted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been ob- 
tained by the fkill and atflivity of jFtios, might 
refleft fome difgrace on the military prudence of 
Clodion} but the king of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ftrength and reputation, and ftill 
maintained the pofTeflion of his Gallic kingdom 
from the Rhine to the Somme**. Under his 


Francus qni Cloio patentes 

Atrebatum terras pervalerat, 

PanegjT. Majorian .in. 

The prccife fpot was a town, or village, called Vicos Ht-'ena ; and 
both the name and the place are difeovered by modem geographers 
at Lens. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 146. Longuerue, Defeription 
<te la France, tom. ii. p. 88. 

*♦ See a vague account of the aflion in Sidonius. PanegjT. 
Majorian. 111—130, The French critics, impatjent to eftablilH 
their monarchy in Gaul, have drawn a ftrong argument from the 
/ilence of Sidonius, who dares not infinuate, that the v.mquiflied 
Franks were compelled to repafs the Rhine. Dubos, tom. i, 

P' 
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reign, and moft probably from the enterprifing 
*■.— fpirit of his fubjedls, the three capitals, Mentz, 
Treves, apd Cologne, experienced the effefts of 
hoftile cruelly and avarice. The diftrefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi- 
nion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated the 
ruins of Trevesj and Treves, which, in the fpace 
of forty years, had been four times befieged and 
pillaged, was difpoled to lofe the memory of her 
afflictions in the vain amufements of the circus**. 
The death of Clodion, after a reign of twenty 
years, expofed his kingdom to the difeord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the young- 
er *8, was perfuaded to implore the protection of 
Rome i he was received at the Imperial court, as 
the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician JEtiusj and difiniffcd, to his native 
country, with fplendid gifts, and the ftrongeft 
affurances pf frjendfhip and fupport. During his 
;tbfence, h;? ejder brother had folicited, with 
, equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila j and 

t|ic king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 

Salvian (de Cjubernat. Dei, 1 . vi.) has exprefled, in vague aod 
declamatory language, the misfortunes of thefe three cjties, which 
are di(linfljy aicertaip^d hy the learned Mafeou, Hift. of the An- 
ejent Germans, ix. 21. 

I Prifeus, in relating the ponteft, dpes not narne the two bro- 

thers ; the fecor.d of whom he had feen at Rome, a beardlefs youth, 
with long flowing hair (Hiflorians of Fiance, topi. i. p. 607, 608.). 
The Benedifline Editors are inclined to believe, that they were the 
fons of fome unknown king of the Franks, who 'reigned on the 
banks of the Neeker: but the arguments of M. de Foncemagne 
(Mem de I’Academie, tom. viii. p. ^64.) feem to prove, that the 
lucceflion of Clodion was difppted by his two fons, and that the 
youn«r was Meroveus, the father pf Cbilderic. 

’ f4Cili- 

• * 
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fjicilltated the paflage of the Rhine, and juftified, 

ky a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva- u— v : — > 

lion of Gaul 

When Attila declared his refolution of fupport- The ad- 
ing the caufe of his allies, the Vandals and the thr^in- 
Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in the fpi- 
rit of romantic chivalry, the favage monarch 
profefled himfelf the lover and the champion of 
the princefs Honoria. The lifter of Valentinian 
was educated in the palace of Ravenna ; and as 
her marriage might be produftive of fome dan- 
ger to the ftate, Ihe was raifed, by the title of 
Augufta **, above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fubjeift. Bnt the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained the fixteenth year of her age, than 
Ihe detefted the importunate greatnefs, which 
muft for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable love : in the midft of vain and un- 
fatisfadlory pomp, Honoria fighed, yielded to - 
the impulfe of nature, and threw herfclf into 
the arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her 
guilt and lhame (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man) were foon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy : but the difgrace of the 
royal family was publilhed to the world by the 

»7 Under the Merovingian race, the throne was hereditary ; but 
9II the Tons of the deceafed monarch were equally intitled to their 
ihare of his treafures and territories. See the Diflertations of M. de 
Foncemagne in the lixth and eighth volumes of the Memoiroa de 
I’Academie. 

A medal it ftill extant, which exhibits the pleaiing countenance 
of Honoria, with the title of Augufta ; and on the reverie, the im> 
proper legend of Salui Jttifmtlica round the monagranq of Chnft. Set .. 
pucange, Famii. Byzantin. p. 67. 73. 
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imprudence of the emprefs Placidia ; who dif- 
mifled her daughter, after a ftridt and fhameful 
confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantinople. 
The unhappy princefs palled twelve or fourteen 
years in the irkfome fociety of the fillers of 
Theodofius, and their chofen virgins j to whofe 
crown Honoria could no longer afpire, and whofe 
monaftic afllduityof prayer, falling, and vigils, ftic 
reludlantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopelefs celibacy, urged her to embrace a llrange 
and defperate refolution. The name of Attila 
■was familiar and formidable at Conftantinople j 
and his frequent embalTies entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the purfuit of love, or rather of rc- 
■yenge, the daughter of Placidia facrificed every 
duty, and every prejudice ; and offered to deli- 
ver her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of 
whofe language Ihe was ignorant, whofe figure 
was fcarceiy human, and whofe religion and man- 
ners Ihe abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful 
eunuch, Ihe tranfmitted to Attila a ring, the 
pledge of her affedion j and earneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom he 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldnefs 
and difdain j and the king of the Huns con- 
tinued multiply the number of his wives, till 
his loye was awakened by the more forcible paf- 
fions of ambition and avarice. The invafion of 
Gaul was preceded, and jollified, by a formal 
demand of the princefs Honoria, with a juft and 

equa^ 
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equal (hare of the Imperial patrimony. His pre- 
deeeflbrs, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad- 
drefled, in the fame hoftile and peremptory man- 
ner, the daughters of China; and the pretenfions 
of Attila were not Icfs ofFenfivc to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm, but temperate, refufal was com- 
municated to his ambafladors. The right of 
female fucceflion, though it might derive a fpe- 
cious argument from the recent examples of Pla- 
cidia and Pulcheria, was ftrenuoufly denied; 
and the indilToluble engagements of Honoria 
were oppofed to the claims of her Scythian lo- 
ver”. On the difeovery of her connexion with 
the king of the Huns, the guilty princefs had 
been fent away, as an objedl of horror, from 
Conftantinople to Italy: her life was fpared ; but 
the ceremony of her marriage was performed 
with fome obfeure and nominal Inifband, before 
fhe was immured in a perpetual priibn, to bewail 
thofe crimes and misfortunes, which Honoru 
might have efcaped, had ftie not been born the 
daughter of an emperor^®. 

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the Attila in- 
learned and eloquent Sidonius, who was after- 

btdeges 

*9 See Prifeus, p. 39, 40. It might be fairly alleged, that if fe- Orleans, 
males could fucceed to the throne, Valeminian himfelf, who had 
married the daughter and heirefs of the younger Tbeodofius, would 
have alTerted her light to the calVern empire. 

JO The adventures of Honoria are imperfeclly related by Jornan- 
des, de SuccefTione Regn. c. 97. and de Reb. Get. c. 41. p. 674. ; 
and in the Chronicles of Profi>er, and Marcelbnus ; but they can- 
not be made confident, or probable, unlefs we Icparate, by an inter- 
val of time and place, her intrigue with Eugenius, and her invita- 
tion of Attila. , 
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A^p. wards bifhop of Clermont, had made a promiCe 
j to one of his friends, that he would compofe a 
A.D.451. regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the mo- 
defty of Sidonius had not difcouraged him frona 
the profccution of this interefting work **, the 
hUlorian would have related, with the fimplicitj 
of truth, thofe memorable events^ to which the 
poet, in vague and doubtful metaphors, has con<! 
cifely alluded The kings and nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps to 
the Danube, obeyed the warlike fummons of 
Attila. From the royal village, in the plains of 
Hungary, his ftandard moyed towards the Weft; 
and, after a mar^rh of feven or eight hundred 
miles, he reached the conflux of thp Rhine and 
the Necker ; where he was joined by the Franks, 
who adhered to his 'ally, the elder of the fons of 
Clodion. A troop of light Barbarians, who 
roamed in queft of plunder, might chufe the 
■' winter for the convenience of pafllng the river 

3 * Exegeras tnihi, ut promitterera tibi, Attilae bellum ftylo me 
pofteris intimatunim .... coeperam Tcribere, fed opens arepti 
fafee perfpeilo, txduit ineboafle. Sidon. Apoll. l.yiii. cpift. 15, 
p. 246. ' 

3 s I .. I Subito cum rupta tumuitu 

Barbaries totas in te transfuderat Arflos, ’ 

Gallia. Pugnactm Rugum comitante Gelono 
Gepida trux fequitur j Scynim Burgundio cogit s 
Chuniis, Bellonotns, Neurus, Bafterna, TctiKgut 
Brui^terus, ulvosa vel quern Nicer abluit unda 
, . Pronimpit Francus. Cecidit cito fcfta bipenni 

Hercynia in linti-es, et Rhenum texuit alno. 

- Et jam ter^idcis diffuderat Attila niimis J 

in campos fe Belga tuos. ■ I 

Panegyr. Arit, jij, &ct i 

■ ' ■ > 

. . j 
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pn the ice j but the innumerable cavalry of the 
Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro- 
yifions, as could be procured only in a milder 
feafon; the Hercynian forcft fupplied materials 
for a bridge of boats i and the hoftile myriads •= 
were poured, with rcfiftlefs violence, into the 
Bclgic provinces The confternation of Gaul 
was univerfal ; and the various fortunes of its 
cities have been adorned by tradition with mar- 
tyrdoms and miracles Troyes was faved by 
the merits of St. Lupus j St. Servatius was re^ 
moved from the world, that he might not behold 
the ruin of Tongres j and the prayers of St. Ge- 
nevieve diverted the march of Attila from the 
neighbourhood of Paris. But as the greateft part , 

of the Gallic cities were alike deftitute of faints 
and foldicrs, they jvere befieged and ftormed by 
the Huns } who pra6lifed, in the example of 

33 The mod authentic and clrcumftantial account of this war, i$ 
contained in Jornandcs (de Reb. Getlcis, c. 36—4.1. p. 661—671.), 

'who has fometimes abridged, and fometimes tranferibed, the larger 
hidory of Cadiodorius. Jornandes, a quotation which it would he 
fuperfluous to repeat, may be correfled and illuftrated by Gregory 
of Tours, 1.2. c. 5,6, 7. and the Chronicles of Idatius, Ifidore, 
and the two Profpers. All the ancient tedimonies are collefied and 
inferted in the Hidorians of France ; but the reader fhould be cau- 
tioned againd a fuppofed extrafl from tlie Chronicle of Idatius 
(among the fragments of Fredegarius, tom. ii. p. 4.61.), which 
often contiadiils the genuine text of the Gallician biihop. 

34 The ancient legendaries deferve forae regard, as they are obliged 
to conncfl their fables with the real hifiory of their own times. See 
the lives of St. Lupus, St. Anianus, the bilhops of Metz, Ste. Ge- 
nevieve, &c. in the Hidorians of France, tom. i. p. 644, 64.3. 649. 
tom. iii. p. 369, 

Metz, 
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CHAP. Metz ”, their cuftomary maxims of war. They 

XXXV ^ ^ 

^ ^ *. involved, in a promifcuous maffacre, the pricfts 
who ferved at the altar, and the infants, who,, 
in the hour of danger, had been providently bap- 
tized by the bilhop ; the flourilhing city was de*- 
livered to the flames, and a folitary chapel of 
St. Stephen marked the place where it formerly 
flood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila 
advanced into the heart of Gaul; crofled the Seine 
at Auxerre ; and, after a long and laborious 
march, fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans. 

• He was defirous of feouring his conquefts by the 
poATelTion of an advantageous poll, which com- 
manded the palTage of the Loire; and he de- 
pended on thefecret invitation of Sangiban, king 
of the Alani, who had promifed to betray the 
city, and to revolt from the fcrvice of the em- 
pire. But this treacherous confpiracy was detect- 
ed and difappointed : Orleans had been flrength- 
cned with recent fortifications ; and the alTaults 
of the Huns were vigoroufly repelled by the faith- 
ful valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who de- 
fended the place. The paftoral diligence of 
Anianus, a bilhop of primitive fanCtity and con- 

The fcepticifin of the count de Buat (Hill, des Peuples, tom. 
vii. p. 539, S4-0.) cannot be reconciled with any principles of rea- 
fun or criticifm. Is not Gregory of Touts precife and polltive in bis 
account of the ddlruftion of Metz ? At the diftance of no more than 
an hundred years, could he be ignorant, could the people be ignorant, 
. of the fate of a city, the a£lual reiidence of his fovereigns, the kings 
of Auftrafia ? The learned Count, who feems to have undertaken 
the apology of Attila, and the Barbarians, appeals to the falfe Ida- 
tius, parcent civitatibus Germanise et Gallix, and forgets, that the 
true Idatius had explicitly aOirmed, plurimae civitates effraSti,»monft 
yirhich he enumerates Metz. 

fumm^te 
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fummate prudence, cxhaufted every art of reli- *^xxxv^' 
gious policy to fupport their courage, till the v- 
arrival of the expected fuccours. After an ob- 
ftinate fiege, the walls were fliaken by the batter- 
ing ramsj the Huns had already occupied the 
fuburbs j and the people, who were incapable of 
bearing arms, lay prollrate in prayer. Anianus, 
who anxioufly counted the days and hours, dif- 
patched a trufly meflenger to obferve, from the 
rampart, the face of the diftant country. He 
returned twice, without any intelligence, that 
could infpire hope or comfort j but, in his third 
report, he mentioned a fmall cloud, which he 
had faintly deferied at the extremity of the hori- 
zon. “ It is the aid of God,” exclaimed the 
bifhop, in a tone of pious confidence; and the 
whole multitude repeated after him, “ It is the 
aid of God.” The remote objeft, on which every 
eye was fixed, became each moment larger, and 
more diftinft ; the Roman and Gothic banners 
were gradually perceived; and a favourable wind 
blowing afide the duft, difeovered, in deep array, 
the impatient fquadrons of .®tius and Theodoric, 
who prefTed forwards to the relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila had penetrated Aiiianre 
into the heart of Gaul, may be aferibed to his mams anJ 
infidious policy, as well as to the terror of his 
arms. His public declarations were fkilfully 
mitigated by his private afiiirances ; he alter- 
nately foothed and threatened the Romans and 
the Goths ; and the courts of Ravenna and Thou- 
loufe, mutually fufpicious of each other’s inten- 
tions, 
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tionsj beheld, wich fupinc indifference, the ap- 
w»»v-iw proach of theif comnnon enemy; ^tius was the 
foie guardian of the public fafety j but his wifeft 
meafures were embarraffed by a faftion, which,- 
fince the death of Placidia, infefted the Imperial 
palace ; the youth of Italy trembled at the found 
of the trumpet i and the Barbarians, who, from 
fear or affedion, were inclined to the caufe of 
Attila, awaited, with doubtful and venal faith,' 
the event of the war. The patrician paffed the 
Alps at the head of fome troops, whofe ftrength 
and numbers fcarcely deferved the name of an 
army But on his arrival at Arles, or Lyons,- 
, he was confounded by the intelligence, that the 
Vifigoths, refufing to embrace the defence of 
Gaul, had determined to expeft, within their own 
territoriesi the formidable invader, whom they 
profelfed to defpife* The fenator Avitus, who, 

, after the honourable exercife of the praetorian 
Prasfcflure, had retired to his eftate in Auvergne^ 
was perfuaded to accept the important embaffy, 
which he executed with ability and fuccefs. He 
reprefen ted to Theodoric, that an ambitious con- 
queror, who afpired to the dominion of the earth, 
could be refitted only by the firm and unani- 
mous alliance of the powers whom he laboured to 
opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus inflam- 
ed the Gothic warriors, by the defeription of the 

36 • ■' Vix liquerat Alpe* 

Aetius, tenue, et raram (ine milite ducens j 

Robur, in auxiliis Geticum male credulus agisen 
IncalTum propriis pnefutnens adfore ca&'is. 

Panegyr. A?it, jlS, &c. 
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injuries which their anceftors had fuffcred from chap. 
the Huns j whofe implacable fury ftill purfued 
them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyre- 
nees. He ftrenuoufly urged, that it was the duty 
of every Ghriftian to fave, from facrilegious vio- 
lation, the churches of God, and the relics of 
the faints : that it was the intereft of every Bar- 
barian, who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, 
to defend the fields and vineyards, which were 
cultivated for his ufe, againfi the defolation of 
the^ Scythian fhepherds. Theodoric yielded to 
the evidence of truth j adopted the meafure at 
once the moft prudent and the moft honourable i 
^ and declared, that as the faithful ally of ^tius 
and the Romans, he wks ready to expofe his life 
and kingdom for the common fafety of Gaul ”, 

The Vifigoths, who, at that time, were in the 
mature vigour of their fame and power, obeyed 
with alacrity the fignal of war; prepared their 
arms and horfes, and aflembled under the ftand- 
ard of their aged king, who was refolved, with 
his two eldeft fons, Torifmond and Theodoric, 
to command in perfon his numerous and valiant 
people. The example of the Goths determined 
fcveral tribes or nations, that feemed to fluftuate 
between the Huns and the Romans, The inde- 
fatigable diligence of the patrician gradually col- 

37 The policy of Attila, of and of the Vifigoths, is im- 

perfefUy deferibed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thirty- fixth 
chapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hifiorian were both biafled 
by perfonal or national prejudices. The former exalts the merit and 
importance of Avitus ; orbis, Avite, faiths, &c. 1 The latter it anxi- 
ous to Ihew the Goths in the moft favourable light. Yet their agree- 
ment, when they are fairly interpreted, is a proof of their veracity. 

4 ledled 
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^cxx\T" troops of Gaul and Germany, who had 

K ■ .y ■„'■/ formerly acknowledged themfelves the fubjeftsj 
or foldicrs, of the republic, but who now 
claimed the rewards of voluntary fervice, and 
the rank of independent allies j the Lasti, the 
Armoricans, the Breones, the Saxons, the Bur- 
gundians, the Sarmatians, or Alani, the Ripua- 
rians, and the Franks who followed Meroveus as 
their lawful prince. Such was the various army, 
which, under the conduft of ^tius and Theo- 
doric, advanced, by rapid marches, to relieve 
Orleans, and to give battle to the innumerable 
hoft of Attila **• 

Attiia re- On their approach, the king of the Huns imi* 
phfns°of* mediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat 
Cham- recal the foremoft of his troops from the 

pagne. ^ ^ * 

pillage of a city which they had already enter- 
^ cd The valour of Attila was always guided- 
by his prudence j and as he forefaw the fatal 
confequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul> he 
repaired the Seine, and cxpeiJled the enemy in- 
the plains of Chalons, whofe fmooth and level’ 

J* The review of the army of ^tius is made by Jomandes, c. 36. 
p. 664. edit. Grot. tom. ii. p. 23. of the Hiftorians of France, with' 
the notes of the Benedifline Editor. The Lteri were a promifeuou*- 
race of Barbarians, bom or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Riparti,. 
or Rifuarii, derived their name from their ports on the three rivers,, 
the Rhine, the Meufe, and the Mofelle ; the Armoricans poflelTed the 
independent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of 
Saxons had been planted in the diocefe of Bayeux ; the BurgunJUsst 
were fettled in Savoy ; and the Breones were a warlike tribe of Rhx- 
tians, to the eaft of the lake of Conftance. 

19 Aurelianenfis urbis obfidio, oppugnatio, irniptio, nec direptio,' 
1 . V. Sidon. Apollin. 1 . viii. epift. 15. p. 246. The prefervatioa 
of Orleans might be eafily turned into a miracle, obtained, and fore- 
told, by the holy birttop, 

. fiirfacc 
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futface was adapted to the operations of his Scy- 
thian cavalry. But in this tumultuary retreat, y,— 
the vanguard of the Romans, and their allies, 
continually prefled, and fometimes engaged, the 
troops whom Attila had pofted in the rear* the 
hoftile columns, in the darknefs of the night, and 
the perplexity of the roads, might encounter each 
other without dcfign j and the bloody conflidl of 
the Franks and Gepidse, in which fifteen thou- 
fand Barbarians were flain, was a prelude to a 
more general and decifive a£Hon. The Cata* 
launian fields fpread themfelves round Chalons, 
and extend, according to the vague meafurement 
of Jornandes, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles, 
over the whole province, which is intitled to 
the appellation of a champaign country This 
fpacious plain was diftinguifhed, however, by 
fome inequalities of ground j and the importance 
of an height, which commanded the camp of 
Attila, was underftood, and difputed, by the 
two generals. The young and valiant Torif- 
mond firft occupied the fummit; the Goths 
rufhed with irrefiftible weight on the Huns, who 

4 '’ The common editions read XCM ; but there is fome authority ’■ 
of manuferipts (and almoU any authority is fufficient) for the more 
reafonable number of xvm. 

4 * Chalons, or Duro-Catahunum, afterwards Cataleunl, had for- 
merly made a pait of the territory of Rheims, from whence it is 
diihmt only twenty-feven miles. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 136. 

D’Anville, Notice de I’Ancicnne Gaule, p. 21a. 279. 

4 » The name of Campania, or Champagne, is frequently men- 
tioned by Gregory of Tours; and .that great province, of which 
Rheims was the capital, obeyed the command of a duke. Valef, 

Notit. p. 120—123. 
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CHAP, laboured to afcend from the oppofite fide i and 
the polTeffion of this advantageous poft infpircd 
both the troops and their leaders with a fair 
affurance of viftory. The anxiety of Attila 
prompted him to confulthis priefts andharufpices. 
It was reported, that, after fcrutinizing the en-. 

, trails of vidlims, and fcraping their bones, they 
revealed, in myfterious language, his own de- 
feat, with the death of his principal adverfary j 
and that the Barbarian, by accepting the equiva- 
lent, exprefled his involuntary efteem for the 
fuperior merit of .<^!tius. But the unufual de- 
fpondency, which feemed to prevail among the 
Huns, engaged Attila to ufe the expedient, fo 
familiar to the generals of antiquity, of animating 
his troops by a military oration; and his language 
was that of a king, who had often fought and 
conquered at their head He prefled them to 
confider their pad glory, their aflual danger, 
and their future hopes. The fame fortune, 
which opened the deferts and moraflTes of Scy- 
thia to their unarmed valour, which had laid 
fo many warlike nations proftrate at their 
feet, had referved the Joys of this memorable 
, field for the confummation of their victories. 
The cautious fteps of their enemies, their ftridt 
alliance, and their advantageous ports he artfully 
reprefented as the effefls, not of prudence, but 

43 I am fenfible that tliefc military' orations are ufually compofed 
by the hiftorian; yet the old Oftrogoths, who had I'erved under 
Attila, might repeat his difeourfe'to Cadiodorius : the ideas, and 
even the exprefllons, have an original Serbian caftj and I doubt, 
whetlier an Italian of the fiitth century, would have thought of the 
hujus certaminis^Wid. 
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bf fear. The Vifigoths alone were the ftrength ^ 
and nerves of the oppofite army ; and the Huns u..i-yi*^ 
might fecurely trample on the degenerate Ro-^ 
mans, whofe clofe and compadl order betrayed 
their apprehenfions, and who were equally inca-* 
pable of fuppofting the dangers, or the fatigues, 
of a day of battle. The doftrine of predeftina- 
tion, fo favourable to martial virtue, was care- 
fully inculcated by the king of the Huns j who 
alTured his fubjedls, that the warriors, protefted 
by Heaven, were fafe and invulnerable amidft 
the darts of the enemy but that the unerring 
Fates would ftrike their vidtims in the bofom of 
inglorious peace. “ I myfelf,” continued Attila, 
will throw the firft javelin, and the wretch 
** who refufes to imitate the example of his fo- 
vereign, is devoted to inevitable death.” The 
fpirit of the Barbarians was rekindled by the pre- 
fence, the voice, and the example of their in- 
trepid leader ; and Attila, yielding to their im- 
patience, immediately formed his order of battle* 

At the head of his brave and faithful Huns, he 
occupied, in perfon, the centre of the line. The 
nations, fubjedl to his empire, the Rugians, the 
Heruli, the Thuringians, the Franks, the Bur- 
gundians, were extended, on either hand, over 
the ample fpace of the Catalaunian fields ; the 
right wing was commanded by Ardaric, king of 
the Gepidae; and the three valiant brothers, who 
reigned over the Oftrogoths, were polled on thelefc 
to oppofe the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. The 
difpofitionof the allies was regulated by a different 
principle. Sangiban, the faithlel’s king of the Ala- 
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^xxxv**' placed in the centre; where his motions 

I ^ might be ftriftly watched, and his treachery 
might be inftantly puniflied. ^tius affumed the 
command of the left, and Theodoric of the right, 
wing; while Torifmond ftill continued to occupy 
the heights which appear to have ftretched on the 
flank, and perhaps the rear, of the Scythian 
army. The nations from the Volga to the Atlan- 
tic were aflembled on the plain of Chalons ; but 
many of thefe nations had been divided by fac- 
tion, or conqueft, or emigration ; and the ap- 
pearance of fimilar arms and enfigns, which 
threatened each other, prefented the image of a 
civil war. 

Battle of The difeipline and taftics of the Greeks and 
Chalons. Romans form an interefting part of their national 
manners. The attentive ftudy of the military 
operations of Xenophon, or Caefar, or Frederic,, 
when they are deferibed by the fame genius which 
conceived and executed them, may tend to im- 
prove (if fuch improvement can be wilhed) the 
art of deftroying the human fpecies. But the 
battle of Chalons can only excite our curioflty, 
by the magnitude of theobjeftj fince it was de- i 
cided by the blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and 
has been related by partial writers,, whofe civil or 
ecclefiaftical profeflion fecluded them fronri the 
knowledge of military affairs. Cafliodorius, how- 
ever, had familiarly converfed with, many Gothic 
warriors, who ferved in that memorable engage- 
ment; “ a conflift,” as they informed him, 

** fierce, various, obftinate, and bloody ; fuch 
as could not be paralleled, either in the pre- 
9 ** fent. 
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" fent, OF in paft ages.” The number of the 
flain amounted to one hundred and fixty-two wy— w* 
thoufand, or, according to another account, three 
hundred thoufand perfons and thefe incredible 
exaggerations fuppofe a real and efFe<5tive lofs, 
fufficient to juftify the hiftorian’s remark, that 
whole generations may be fwept away, by the 
madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a Angle hour. 

After the mutual and repeated difeharge of miflile 
weapons, in which the archers of Scythia might 
fignalize their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and 
infantry of the two armies were furioufly mingled 
in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under 
the eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their 
wings from each other, and wheeling, with a 
rapid effort, to the left, direffed their whole 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the ranks, to animate his troops, he re- 
ceived a mortal’ ftroke from the javelin of An- 
dages, a noble Oftrogoth, and immediately fell 
from his horfe. The wounded king was op- 
preffed in the general diforder, and trampled 
under the feet of his own cavalry ; and this im- 
portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous 
prophecy of the Harufpices. Attila already ex- 

44 The expreilions of Jornamles, or rather of Cafliodorlus, are 
extremely ftrong. Bellum atrox, multiplex, immane, pertiuax, 
cui fimili nulla ufquam narrat antiquitas : ubl talia gefta referuntur, 
ut nihil elTet quod in vita fua confpicere petuiflet egregius, qui hujus 
miraculi privaretur afpefiu. Duhos (Hifr. Critique, tom. i. p. 391, 

J93.) attempts to reconcile the jCr,ooo of Joinandcs, with the 
300,000 of Idatius and Ifjdore; by fuppoling, that the larger num- 
ber included the total deftruftion of the war, the effefts of difeafe, 
the flaughter of the unarmed people, &c. 

I j ulced 
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Scxxv^' confidence of viftory, when the 

w— V — ' valiant Torifmond defcended from the hills, and . 
verified the remainder of the prediftion. The 
Vifigoths, who had been thrown into confufion 
by the flight, or defection, of the Alani, gra- 
dually reftored their order of battle j and the 
Huns were undoubtedly vanquilhed, fince Attila 
was compelled to retreat. He had expofed his 
perfon with the rafhnefs of a private foldier; but 
the intrepid troops of the centre had puflied for- 
wards beyond the reft of the line : tKeir attack 
was faintly fupported; their flanks were un- 
guarded ; and the conquerors of Scythia and 
Germany were faved by the approach of the night 
from a total defeat. They retired within the 
circle of waggons that fortified their campj and 
the difmounted fquadrons prepared themfelves 
for a defence, to which neither their arms, nor 
their temper, were adapted. The event was 
doubtful ; but Attila had fecured a laft and ho- 
nourable refource. The faddles and rich furni- 
ture of the pavalry were collefted, by his order, 
into a funeral pile? and the magnanimous Bar- 
barian had refolved, if his intrenghments ftiould 
be forced, to rufti headlong into the flames, and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired, by the death or gaptivity 
^ of Attila 

4.5 The count dc Boat (Hift. des Peuples, See. tom. vii. p. 554.— 
S 73 -)) depending on the fa'fe, and again rejefting the true Ida- 
tius, has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battles ; the for* 
fntr near Orleans, the latter in Champagne : in the one, Theodoric 
^vas (lain i in the other, he vri»s pevenged. 

But 
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But his enemies had pafTed the night in equal 
diforder and anxiety. The inconfiderate courage 
of Torifmond was tempted to urge the purfuit, 
till he unexpeftedly found himfelf, with a few 
followers, in the midft of the Scythian waggons. 
In the confufion of a nofturnal combat, he was 
thrown from his horfe; and the Gothic prince 
muft have perifhed like his father, if his youth- 
ful ftrength, and the intrepid zeal of his com- 
panions, had nqt refcued him from this dangerous 
fituation. In the fame manner, but on the left 
of the line, JEtius himfelf, feparated from his 
allies, ignorant of their viftory, and anxious for 
their fate, encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
troops, that were fcattered over the plains of 
Chalons j and at length reached the camp of the 
Goths, which he could only fortify with a flight 
rampart of ftiields, till the dawn of day. I'he 
Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat 
of Attila, who ftill remained inaftive within his 
intrenchments ; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcene, he obferved. with fecret fatisfac- 
tion, that the lofs had principally fallen on the 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric, pierced 
with honourable wounds, was difcovered under a 
heap of the flain : his fubjefts bewailed the death 
of their king and father ; but their tears were min- 
gled with fongs and acclamations, and his funeral- 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquifhed 
enemy. The Goths, clalhing their arms, elevated 
on a buckler his eldefi: fon Torifmvsnd, to whom 
they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefs; 
and the new king accepted the obligation of re- 

I 4 venge. 


CHAP, 

XXXV. 

< — , — » 
Retreat of 
Attila. 
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^xx^v^’ ^ facred portion of his paternal inhe- 

V, ritance. Yet the Goths themfclves were afto- 
nifhed by the fierce and undaunted afpefl of their 
formidable antagoniflj and their hiftorian has 
jcompared Attila to a lion encompafled in his den, . 
and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury. 
The kings and nations, who might have deferted 
his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs, were made 
fenfxble, that the difpleafure of their monarch 
was the moft imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inftrurrients of martial mufic inceflantly 
founded a loud and animating ftrain of defiance i 
and the foremoft troops who advanced to the 
affaulr, were checked, or deftroyed, by fhowcrs 
of arrows from every fide of the intrenchments. 

It was determined in a general council of war, to 
befiege the king of the Huns in his camp, to 
intercept his provifions, and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a difgraceful treaty, or an un- 
equal combat. But the impatience of the Bar- 
barians foon difdained thefe cautious and dilatory 
ineafures ; and the mature policy of .®tius was 
apprehcnfive, that, after the extirpation of the 
Huns, the republic would be opprelTed by the 
pride and power of the Gothic nation. The 
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho- 
rity and reafon, to calm the pafllons, which the 
fon of Theodoric confidered as a duty j repre- 
fented, with feeming affedion, and real truth, 
the dangers of abfence and delay j and perfuaded 
Torifmond to difappoint, by his fpeedy return, 
the ambitious defigns of his brothers, who 
might occupy the throne and treafures of Thou- 

loufe. 
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loufc “**. After the departure of the Goths, and 
the feparation of the allied army, Attila was fur- i j 

prifed at the vaft lilence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons : the fufpicion of fome hoftilc 
ftratagem detained him feveral days within the 
circle of his waggons; and his retreat beyond 
the -Rhine confefied the laft victory which was 
attchieved in the name of the Weftern empire. 
Meroveus and his Franks, obferving a prudent 
diftance, and magnifying the opinion of their 
ftrength, by the numerous fires which they kin- 
dled every night, continued to follow the rear 
of the Huns, till they reached the confines of 
Thuringia. The Thuringians ferved in the army 
of Attila : they traverfed, both in their march 
and in their return, the territories of the Franks ; 
and it was perhaps in this war that they exercifed 
the cruelties, which, about fourfeore years after- 
wards, were revenged by the fon of Clovis. They 
maflacred their hoftages, as well as their cap- 
tives : two hundred young maidens were tortured 
with exquifite and unrelenting rage; their bodies - 
were torn afunder by wild horfes, or their bones 
were crufhed under the weight of rolling wag- 
gons; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 
on the public roads, as a prey to dogs and vul- 

+® Jomandes de Rebus Geticis, c. 41. p. 671. The policy of 
^tius, and the behaviour of Torifmond, are extremely natural; 
and the patiician, according to Gregoiy of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. 7- 
p. 163.), difmifled the prince of the Franks, by fuggeftingto him a 
fimilar apprehenlion. The falfe Idatlus ridiculoufly pretends, that 
Stilts paid a clandeftine, noftuinal, vifit to the kings of the Huns 
and of the Vifigoths ; from each of whom he obtained a bribe of ten 
;l)oufand pieces of gold, as the price of an undifturbed retreat. 

tures. 
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CHAP, tures. Such were thofe favage anceftors, whofe 
t ^ imaginary virtues have fometimes excited the 
praife and envy of civilized ages*’ ! 
invaHonof Neither the fpirit, nor the forces, nor the 
Aufla^^ • reputation of Attila, were impaired by the fai- 
A-D.4JI. lure of the Gallic expedition. In the enfuing 
fpring, he repeated his demand, of the princefs 
Honoria, and her patrimonial treafures. The 
demand was again rejeefed, or eluded ; and the 
indignant lover immediately took the field, paffed 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aquileia 
■with an innumerable hoft of Barbarians. Thofe 
Barbarians were unflcilled in the methods of con- 
dufting a regular fiege, which, even among the 
ancients, required fome knowledge, or at leaft 
fome praclice, of the mechanic arts. But the 
labour of many thoufand provincials and captives, 
whofe lives were facrificed without pity, might 
execute the mofl; painful and dangerous work. 
The fkill of the Roman artifts might be cor- 
rupted to the deftrudlion of their country. The 
walls of Aquileia were aflaulted by a formidable 
train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and 
engines, that threw Hones, darts, and fire and 

the 

♦7 Thcfe cnielties, whicli are palTionately deplored by Theodoric, 
the fon of Clovis (Gregory of I'oiirs, 1. iii. c. lo. p. 190.), foil 
the time and circnmltances of the invalion of Attila. His refidenct 
in Thuringia was long attelted by popular tradition ; and he is fup- 
pofed to have aflTemblcd a aurou.jai, or diet, in the territory of Eife- 
nach. See Mafcou, ix. 30. who fettles with nice accuracy the ex- 
tent of ancient Thuringia, and derives its name from the Gothic 
tribe of the Thervingi. 

+** Machinis conftriifUs, omnibufque tormentorum generibus 
hibitis. Jornandcs, c. p. 673, In the Uiirlcenth century, the 
I Moguls 
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the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible 
impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and intereft, i 

to I fubvert the only barrier which delayed the 
Conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period 
one of the richeft, the moft populous, and the 
ftrongeft of the maritime cities of the Hadriatic 
coaft. The Gothic auxiliaries, who appear to 
have ferved under their native princes Alaric and 
Antala, communicated their intrepid fpiritj and 
the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and 
fuccefsful refiftance, which their anceftors had 
oppofcd to a fierce, inexorable Barbarian, who 
difgraced the majefty of the Roman purple. 

Three months were confumed without cffeft in 
the fiege of Aquileia j till the want of provifions, 
and the clamours of his army, compelled Attila 
to reiinquifh the enterprifej and reluftantly to 
ilTue his orders, that the troops Ihould ftrike 
their tents the next morning, and begin their 
retreat. But as he rode round the walls, pen- 
five, angry, and difappointed, he obferved a ftork, 
preparing to leave her neft, in one of the towers, 
and to fly with her infant family towards the 
country. He feized, with the ready penetration 
pf a ftatefman, this trifling incident, which chance 
had offered to fuperftition ^ and exclaimed, in a 

Moguls battered the cities of China with large engines, conltrufted 
by the Mahometans or Chriftians in their fervice, which threw ftone, 
from 150 to 300 pounds weight. In the defence of their countiy, 
the Chinefe uled gunpowder, and even bombs, above an hundred 
years before they were known in Europe ; yet even thofe celeftial, 
or infernal, arms were infufficicnt to proteiSl a puiillanimous nation^ 

§ce Gaubil, Kift. des IV^ongous, p. 70, 71. 155. 157, &c. 

loud 
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Scxxv^ loud and cheerful tone, that fuch a domeftic 
Wv— > bird, fo conftantly attached to human fociety, 
would never have abandoned her ancient feats, 
unlcfs thofe towers had been devoted to impend- 
ing ruin and folitude The favourable omen 
infpired an a/Turance of viflory; the fiege was 
renewed, and profecuted with frefh vigour ; a 
large breach was made in the part of the wall 
from whence the Itork had taken her flight j the 
Huns mounted to the aflTault with irrefiftiblefuryj 
and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely dif- 
cover the ruins of Aquileia After this dread- 
ful chaftifement, Attila purfued his march j and 
as he paflTed, the cities of Altinum, Concordia, 
and Padua, were reduced into heaps of ftonesand 
aflies. The inland towns, Vicenza, Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty 
of the Huns. Milan and Pavia fubmitted, with- 
out refinance, to the lofs of their wealth and 
applauded the unufual clemency, which preferv- 
cd from the flames the public, as well as private, 
buildings; and fpared the lives of the captive 
multitude. The popular traditions of Comum, 
Turin, or Modena, may juftly be fufpeftedj yet 

. 49 The fame ftory is told by Jomandes, and by Procopius (de 

Bell. Vandal, l.i. c. 4. p. 1S7, 188.): nor is it eafy to decide, 
which is the original. But the Greek hillorian is guilty of an inex* 
cufeable miftake, in placing the Cege of Aquileia after the death of 
^tius. 

i° Jomandes, about an hundred years afterwards, afHrms, that 
Aquileia was fo completely ruined, ita ut vix ejus veliigia, ut appa* 
reant, reliquerint. See Jomandes de Reb. Geticis, c. 42. p. 673. 
Paul. Diacon. 1 . ii. c. 14. p. 785. Liutprand. Hid. I. iii. c. s. 
The name of Aquileia was fometimes applied to Forum Julii (Ci- 
Tidad del Friuli), the more recent capital of the Venetian province. 

they 


Digiti?«^ (ji 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

they concur with more authentic evidence 
prove, that Attila fpread his ravages over the - w 
rich plains of modern Lombardy j which are 
divided by the Po, and bounded by the Alps and 
Apennine*'. When he took pofleffion of the 
royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed, and of- 
fended, at the fight of a piaure, which repre- 
fented the Casfars feated on their throne, and the 
princes of Scythia proftrate at their feet. The 
revenge which Attila infliaed on this monument 
of Roman vanity, was harmlefs and ingenious. 

He commanded a painter to reverfe the figures, 
and the attitudes } and the emperors were deli- 
neated on the fame canvafs, approaching in a 
fuppliant pofture to empty their bags of tributary 
gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch**. 
The fpcaators muft have confefled the truth and 
propriety of the alteration; and were perhaps 
tempted to apply, on this fingular occafion, the' 
well-known fable of the difpute between the lion 
and the man 


5. In deferibing this war of Attila, a war fo famous, but fo im- 
perfeftjy known, I have taken for my guides two learned Italians, 
who confidered the fubjea with fome peculiar advantages j Sigonius, 
de Imperio Occidentali, 1. xiii. in his works, tom. i. p.495-SO»- i 
andMuratori, Annali d-Italia, tom.iv. p. xag-asS, S'o edition. 

5* This article may be found under two different articles 
and of the mifcellancous compilation of Suidas. 

51 Leo refpondit, humani hoc pifluin manu : 

Videres hominem dejeftum, fi pingere 

Leones feirent. Appendix ad Phaed. urn, Fab. xxv. 

The lion in Phsedrus very fooliflily appeals from to the a^ 

phiiUtatre : and I am glad to obferve, that the native tafte of 
Fontaine (1. iii. fable x.) has omitted this moft lame and impotent 

COOcluflOD. 
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It is a faying worthy of the ferocious pride ot 
Attila, that the grafs never grew on the fpo€ 
^on"of the ^is horfc had trod. Yet the favage de- 

republic of ftroycr undefignedly laid the foundations of a 
republic, which revived* in the feudal ftatc of 
Europe, the art and fplrit of commercial induftry. 
The celebrated name of Venice, or Venetia 
was formerly difFufed over a large and fertile 
province of Italy, from the confines of Pannonia 
to the river Addua, and from the Po to the Rhse- 
tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flouriflied in 
peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moft confpicuous ftation : but the ancient dignity 
of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ma- 
nufactures j and the property of five hundred 
citizens, who Were entitled to the equeftrian rank, 
mull have amounted, at the ftridteft computation, 
to one million feven hundred thoufand pounds. 
Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja- 
cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe, though obfeure, refuge in the neigh- 
bouring iflands ”, At the extremity of the Gulf, 

S* Paul the Deacon (de Geftis Langobard. 1 . u. c. 14. p. 7S4.) 
deferibes the provinces of Italy about the end of the eighth century. 
VirMta non foltira in paucis infuiis quas nunc Venetias dicimus, con- 
ftat j fed e)us temiinus a Pannoniae finibus ufque Adduain iluvium 
protelatur. The hiftory of that provinde till the age of Charlemagne 
forms the iirlt and molt interefting part of the Verona Illuftrata 
(p. I — 388.), in which the marquis Scipio Maffei has fliewn himfelf 
equally capable of enlarged views and minute dirquilitions. 

55 This emigration is not attefted by any contemporary evidences 
but the faft is proved by the event, and the circumftances might be 
preferved by tradition. The citizens of Aquileia retired to the Ille 
of Gradus, thofe of Padua to Rivus Altus, or Rialto, where the 
elty of Venice was afterwards built, &c. 

% where 
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where the Hadriatic feebly imitates the tides of 
the ocean, near an hundred fmall iflands are fepa- 
rated by (hallow water from the continent, and 
protefled from the waves by fcveral long flips of 
land, which admit the entrance of veflTcls through, 
fome fecret and narrow channels Till the 
middle of the fifth century, thefe remote and 
fcqueftered fpots remained without cultivation, 
with few inhabitants, and almoft without a name- 
But the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their 
arts and their government, were gradually form- 
ed by their new ficuation ; and one of the epiftles 
of Caffiodorius ”, which defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards, may be confider- 
ed as the primitive monument of the republic- 
The minifter of Theodoric compares them, in his 
quaint declamatory ftyle, to water-fowl, who had 
fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves j and 
though he allows, that the Venetian provinces 
had formerly contained many noble families, he 
infinuates, that they were now reduced by mis- 
fortune to the fame level of humble poverty. 
Fifh was the common, and almoft the univcrfal. 


The tojKigraphy and antiquities of the Venetian irtahds, from 
Gradus to Clodia, or Chioggia, are accurately dated in the Difl’cr- 
tatio Chorographica dc Italia Medii ,^vi, p. 151 — 155. 

57 Cafllodor. Variar. 1. xii. epift. 14. Maffei (Verona Illuftrata, 
parti, p. 240 — 254.) has tranflated and explained this curious let- 
ter, in the fpirit of a learned antiquarian and a faithful fubjeft, who 
considered Venice as the only legitimate offspring of the Roman re- 
public. ,lle fixes the date of the epiftle, and confequcutly the prae- 
fefture, of CafliodoriuS, A. D. 523.; and the marquis's authority 
has the more weight, as he had prepared an edition of his works, and 
actually publKhed a DilTertation on the true orthography of his 
tiainc. S(C Oifervazioni Lettcraire, tom. it, p. 290—339. 
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*xxx^ food of every rank : their only trcafure conGHed 
V If in the plenty of fait, which they extradbed from 
the fea: and the exchange of that commodity, 
fo eflcntial to human life, was fubftituted in the 
neighbouring markets to the currency of gold 
and filver. A people, whofe habitations might 
be doubtfully affigned to the earth or water, foon 
became alike familiar with the two elements; 
and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe 
of neceffity. The iflanders, who, from Grado 
to Chiozza, were intimately connefted with each 
other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by 
the fecure, though laborious, navigation of the 
rivers and inland canals. Their veGTels, which 
were continually increafing in fize and number, 
vifited all the harbours of the Gulfj and the mar- 
riage, which Venice annually celebrates with the 
Hadriatic, was contrafted in her early infancy. 
The epiftle of Caffiodorius, the Praetorian prae- 
fcdl, is addreifed to the maritime tribunes : and 
he exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the pub- 
lic fervice, which required their afliftance to 
tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the 
province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna. 
The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex- 
plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prin- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were 
created by an annual and popular ele6bion. The 
exiftence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy, is attefted by the fame 
authentic record, which annihilates their lofty 

claim 
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claim of original and perpetual independ- c H A P. 
cnce * . ' — 

The Italians, who had long fince renounced 

' o gives peace 

the exercife of arms, were furprifcd, after forty to the Ro- 

years peace, by the approach of a formidable " ' 
Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the ertemy 
of their religion, as well as of their republic. 

Amidft the general confternation, Aitius alone 
was incapable of fear; but it was impoffible that 
he fliould atchieve, alone, and unafllfted, any 
military exploits worthy of his former renown. 

The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy ; and the fuccours 
promifed by the Eaftern emperor were diftant and 
doubtful. Since ^tius, at the head of his do- 
meftic troops, ftill maintained the field, and ha- 
rafled or retarded the march of Attila, he never • 
fhewed himfelf more truly great, than at the time 
when his conduct was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful people If the mind of Valentinian 
had been fuljceptible of any generous fentiments, 
he would have chofen fuch a general for his ex- 
ample and his guide. But the timid grandfon of 

S* See, in the fecond volume of Amelot de h HoulTaie Hiftoire 
du Gouvernement de Venife, a tranflation of the famous Sjuittwia. 

This book, which has been exalted far above its merits, is ftained, 
in every line, with the difingenuous malevolence of party : but the 
principal evidence, genuine and apocryphal, is brought together, 
and the reader will eallly chuft- the fair medium. 

59 Sirmond (Not. ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 19.) has publilhed a . 
curious palTage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attila redintegratis 
viribus, quas in Gallia amiferat, Italiam ingredi per Pannonias in- 
tendit j nihil duce nottro .ffitio ftcundum prioris belli opera profpi- 
ciente, &c. He reproaches .ffitius with ncglefling to guard the 
Alps,' and with a defign to abandon Italy : but this rafli cenfure may 
at lead be counterbalanced by the favourable teftimonies of Idatius 
and Ifidore. 

VoL. VI. K ' ‘ Theo- 
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Theodoflus, inftcad of (haring the dangers, ef- 
caped from the found of war } and his hafty 
retreat from Ravenna to Rome, from an impreg- 
nable fortrefs to an open capital, betrayed his 
fccret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as 
the danger Ihould approach his Imperial perfon. 
This Hiameful- abdication was fufpended, how- 
ever, by the fpirit of doubt and delay, which 
commonly adheres to pufillanimous counfels, and 
fometimes corredls their pernicious tendency. 
The Wcftern emperor, with the fenatc and peo- 
ple of Rome, embraced the more falutary refo- 
lution of deprecating, by a folcmn and fuppliant 
embalfy, the wrath of Attila. This important 
commifTion was accepted by Avienus, who, from 
his birth and riches, his confular dignity, the 
numerous train of his clients, and his perfonal 
abilities, held the firfl: rank in the Roman fenate. 
The fpecious and artful charafter of Avienus*®, 
was admirably qualified to condu£l*a negociation, 
cither of public or private intereft : his colleague 
Trigetius had exercifed the Prtetorian prscfec- 
ture of Italy; and Leo, bilhop of Rome, con- 
fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his flock. 
The genius of Leo “ was exercifed and difplayed 

*■3 See the original portraits of Avienus, and his rival Bafilius, 

, delineated and contrafted in the cpiftles (i. 9. p. ^x.) of Sidonius. 
He had lludied the charailers of the two chiefs of the fenate ; but he 
attached himfelf to Bafilius, as the more folid and dilinterefted friend. 

The charafter and principles of Leo, may be traced in one hun- 
dred and forty-one original epilUes, which illuftrate the eccleliaftical 
hiftory of his long and bufy pontificate, from A. D. 440, to 46s. 
See Dupin, Bibliotheque Ecclcfiallique, tom. iii. part ii. p. 120— 
165. 

in 
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in the public misfortunes} and he has deferved 
the appellation of Greaty by the fuccefsful zeal, 
with which he laboured to cftablifh his opinions, 
and his authority, under the venerable names of 
orthodox faith, and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The 
Roman ambaffadors were introduced to the tent 
of Attila, as he lay encamped at the place where 
the flow-winding Mincius is loft: in the foaming 
waves of the lake Benacus®*, and trampled with 
his Scythian cavalry the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil The Barbarian monarch liftened with 
favourable, and even refpedful, attention } and 
the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im- 
menfe ranfom, or dowry, of the princefs Honoria. 
The ftate of his army might facilitate the treaty, 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpiric was 
relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The Ihepherds of the North, whofe 
ordinary food confifted of milk and raw flelh, in- 
dulged themfclves too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine, and of meat, prepared and feafoned by 
the arts of cookery } and the progrefs of difeafe 

■ tarjis ingen« ubi flexibus errat 
Mimms, et tenera pnetexit arundine ripas 

Anne lacus tantos, te Lari maxime, teqiie 
Fiuflibus, et fremltu aflbrgens Btnece marino. 

*1 The Marquis MafFei (Verona Illuftra, part i. p. 95. 1*9. lit. 
part ii. p. ii. 6.) has illuftrated witli talle and learning this intereft- 
ing topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo near 
A.riolica, or Ardelica, now Pefehiera, at the conflux of the lake and 
river; afeertains the villa of Catullus, in the delightful peninfula 
of Sarmio, and difeovers the Andes of Virgil, in the village of 
Bandes, precifely fituate, qua fe fubducere colies incipiunt, where 
the Veronefe hills imperceptibly flope down into the plain of Mantua. 
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revenged in>fome meafure the injuries of the Ita- 
lians**. When Attila declared his refolution of 
carrying his vidorious arms to the gates of Rome, 
he was admoniflied by his friends, as well as by 
his enemies, that Alaric had not long furvived 
the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind, fu- 
perior to real danger, was aflaulted by imaginary 
terrors j nor could he efcape the influence of 
fuperftition, which had fo often been fubfervient 
to his dcfigns *L The prefllng eloquence of Leo, 
his majeftic afped, and facerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual father of 
the Chriftians. The apparition of the two apoftles, 
St. Peter and St. Paul, who menaced the Bar- 
barian with inftant death, if he rejeded the prayer 
of their fuccefibr, is one of the nobleft legends of 
ecclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of Rome might 
deferve the interpofition of ccleftial beings ; and 
fome indulgence is due to a fable, which has been 
reprefented by the pencil of Raphael, and the 

chiflTel of Algardi 

* 

*4 Si ftatim iiifeilo agmlnc urbctn petiiflTunt, grande difcrimcn 
t(Tet : fed in Venetia quo fere tiaflu Italia molliflima eft, ipsa ;foli 
coelique dementia robur tlanguit. Adlioc panis usu carnifqtie 
cod*, et dulcedine vini miligatos, Sfc. This pafl’age of Flonis 
(iii. 3.) is ftill more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and 
it may ferve as a commentary on the plague, with which Ida., 

tius and Ilidove have afflifted the troops of Attila. 

The hiftoriaii Piifcus had pofitivtly mentioned the efFcd which 
riiis example produced on the mind cf Attila. Jornandcs, c. 4a. 
p. 673. 

W The plfluro of Raphael is in the Vatican ; the baflb (or per- 
haps the alto) relievo of Algardi, on one of the altars of St. Petcr> 
(fee Dubos, Reftexions fur la Poefie ct fur la Peinture, tom. i. 
p. 5*9, 5*0.). Baronitis (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 45*. N° 57, 58.) 
bravely fuftains the trutli of the apparition ; which is rejeded, how- 
ever, by the moH learned and pious Catholics. 

, Before 
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Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy, ^xx^v^’ 
he threatened to return more dreadful, and more -* 

implacable, if his bride, the princefs Honoria, 
were not delivered to his ambafladors within the A.D.45J. 
term ftipulated by the treaty. Yet, in the mean 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety, by add- 
ing a beautiful maid, whofe name was Ildico, 
to the lift of his innumerable wives Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftivity, at his wooden palace beyond the Da- 
nube ; and the monarch, opprefled with wine 
and fleep, retired, at a late hour, from the ban- 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- ' 
tinned to refpeft his pleafures, or his repofe, the 
greateft part of the enfuing day, till the unufual 
filence alarmed their fears and fufpicions j and, 
after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and 
repeated cries, they at length broke into the 
royal apartment. They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bcdfide, hiding her face with 
her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the king, who had expired during 

67 Attila, ut Piifcus hiftoricus refert, cxtin^l!onis fu* tempore, 
puellam Ilclico nomine, decoram valde, fibi matrimonium poft in- 
mimerabiles uxores . . . focians. Jornandes, c. 49. p. 68j, 6S4. 

He afterwards adds (c. 50. p. 6S6.), f ilii Attilse, quorum per licen- 
tiam libidinis poene populus fuit. Polygamy has been eftabliflied 
among tlie Tartars of every age. The rank of plebeian wives is 
regulated only by their perfonal charms ; and the faded matron pre- 
pares, without a murmur, the bed which is dellined for herbloom- 
ing rival. But in royal families, the daughters of Khans commu- 
nicate to their Tons a prior right of inheritance. See Genealogical 
Hiftory, p. 406, 407, 408. 
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CHAP, the night An artery had fuddenly burfl: ; 

^ ‘ ■ and as Attila lay in a fupine pofture, he was fuf- 

focated by a torrent of blood, which, inftcad of 
finding a paflage through the noftrils, regurgi- 
tated into the lungs and ftomach. His body was 
folcmnly expofed in the midft of the plain, un- 
der a filken pavilion ; and the chofen fquadrons 
of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured evo- 
lutions, chaunted a funeral fong to the memory 
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his 
death, the father of his people, the fcourge of 
his enemies, and the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cuftom, the Barbarians 
cut off a part of their hair, galhed their faces 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant 
leader as he deferved, not with the tears of wo- 
rnen,, but with the blood of warriors. The re- 
mains of Attila were inclofcd within three coffins, 
of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately 
buried in the night : the fpoils of nations were 
thrown into his grave ■, the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maflacredj 
and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
ceffive grief, feafted, with diflblute and intem- 
perate mirth, about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Conftantinople, that on 

6* The report of her guilt reached Confhtntinople, where it ob- 
Uined a very different name ; and Marcellinus obfeives, that the 
tyrant of Europe was (lain in the night by the hand, and the knife, 
of a woman. Corneille, who has adapted the genuine account to 
his tragedy, deferibes the irruption of blood in forty bombaff lines, 
Ijnd Attila exclaims, with ridiculous fury, 

S’il ne veut s’arreter (bit blood), 

(Pit-il) on me yayera ce <jui jn’en va cout?r» 

the 
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the fortunate night in which he expired, Marcian 
beheld in a dream the bow of Attila broken 
afunder: and the report may be allowed to prove, 
how feldom the image of that formidable Bar- 


barian was abfcnt from the mind of a Roman 
emperor *®. 

The revolution which fubverted the empire of 

^ tion 01 1 

the Huns, eftablifhed the fame of Attila, whofe empire, 
genius alone had fuftained the huge and disjoint- 
ed fabric. After his death, the boldeft chief- 
tains afpired to the rank of kings j the mofl: pow- / 
erful kings refufed to acknowledge a fuperior ; 
and the numerous fons, whom fo many various 
mothers bore to the deceafed monarch, divided 
and difputed, like a private inheritance, the fo- 
vereign command of the nations of Germany and 
Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and reprefented 
the difgrace of this fervile partition} and his fub- ' 
jedls, the warlike Gepidae, with the Oftrogoths, 
under the condudl of three valiant brothers, en- 
couraged their allies to vindicate the rights of 
freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decifive 
conflict on the banks of the river Netad, in Pan- 
nonia, the lance of the Gepidae, the fword of the 
Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the Suevic in- 
fantry, the light arms of the HeruH, and the , 
heavy weapons of the Alani, encountered or fup- 
ported each other ; and the victory of Ardari^ 
was accompanied with the flaughter of thirty 


•9 The curious circumftances of the death and funeral of Attila, 
are related by Jomandes (c. 49. p. 683, 684, 6 * 5 -)> 
probably tranferibed from Prifeus. 

K 4 • thoufand 
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CHAP, thoufand of his enemies. Ellac, the eldeft fon 
of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo- 
rable battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed 
him to the throne of the Acatzires, a Scythian 
people, whom he fiibduedj and his father, who 
loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the 
death, of Ellac His brother Dengifich, with 
an army of Huns, ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin, maintained his ground above fifteen 
years on the banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
feat of a new power, which was eretfted by Ar- 
daric, king of the Gepidse. The Pannonian 
conquefts, from Vienna ro Sirmium, were occu- 
pied by the Oflrogoths; and the fettlements of 
the tribes, who had fo bravely aflerted their native 
freedom, were irregularly diftributed, according 
to the meafure of their refpeclive ftrength. Sur- 
rounded and opprelTcd by the multitude of his 
father’s flaves, the kingdom of Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of his waggons j his def- 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eaftern 
empire j he fell in battle; and his head, igno- 
minioufly expofed in the Hippodiome, exhibited 
a grateful fpedlacle to the people of Conftan- 
tinople. /V^tila had fondly or fuperftitioufly bcf 

7® See Jornandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 50. p. 685, 686, 687, 
688. His diltinfllun of the national arms is curious and important. 
Nam ibi adinirandum rear fuKTe fpeflaculuni, ubi cernere erat cunc- 
tis, pugnantem Gothum enfe furentem, Gepidam in vulnerc fuorum 
cuncla tela frangentem, Suevum pede, Hunnum fagitia praefumere, 
Alanuni gravi, Herulum Icvi, armatura, aciem inftrucre. I am not 
preeilsly informed of the fituation of the river Netad. 

lieved^ 
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lieved, that Irnac, the youngeft of his fons, was 
deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race. 

The charafter of that prince, who attempted to 
moderate the raflinefs of his brother Dengifich, 
was more fuitable to the declining condition of 
the Huns ; and Irnac, with his fubjcdl hords, re- 
tired into the heart of the LeflTer Scythia. They 
were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar- 
barians, who followed the fame road which their 
own anceftors had formerly difeovered. The 
Geougen, or Avares, whofe refidence is afligned 
by the Greek writers to the fhores of the ocean, 
impelled the adjacent tribes ; till at length the 
Igours of the North, iffuing from the cold Sibe- 
rian regions, which produce the moft valuable 
furs, fpread themfelves over the defert, as far as 
the Borifthenes and Cafpian gates j and finally 
extinguifned the empire of the Huns 

Such an event might contribute to the fafety Vaieminl- 
of the Eaftern empire, under the reign of a ders the 
prince, who conciliated the friendfliip, without 
forfeiting the efteem, of the Barbarians. But A.D.4S4, 
the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diflblute 
Valentinian, who had reached his thirty-fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafon or cou- ' 
rage, abufed this apparent fecurity, to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne, by the mur- 
der of the patrician ^tius. From the inftind 

7' Two modern hiftorians have thrown much new light on the 
juin and divifion of the empire of Attila. M. de Buat, by his la- 
borious and minute diligence (tom. viii. p. 3—31. 68 — 94.); and 
M. de Guignes, by his extraordinary knowledge of the Chinefe lan- 
guage and writers. See Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 313 — 3'9- 

of 
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c H A P. of a bafc and jealous mind, he hated the man 

XXXV. . 

who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of 
the barbarians, and the fupport of the republic ; 
and his new favourite, the eunuch Hcraclius, 
awakened the emperor from the fupine lethargy, 

. which might be difguifed, during the life of 
Placidia by the cxcufe of filial piety. The 
fame of iEtius, his wealth and dignity, the nu- 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers, 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the ftate, and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius, who was already contraded to Eu- 
doxia, the emperor’s daughter, had raifed him 
above the rank of a fubjed. The ambitious dc- 
figns, of which he was fecretly accufed, excited 
the fears, as well as the refentment, of Valenti- 
nian. ^tius himfelf, fupported by the confeiouf- 
nefs of his merit, his fervices, and perhaps his 
innocence, feems to have maintained a haughty 
and indifereet behaviour. The patrician offended 
his fovereign by an hoftile declaration ; he aggra- 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance} he proclaimed his fufpicionsj he ne- 
gleded his fafety } and from a vain confidence 
fhat the enemy, whom he defpifed, was incapable 


7 » Placidia died at Rome, November 17, A. D. 450. She wat 
boned at Ravenna, where her fepulchre, and even her corpfe, feated 
in a chair of cyprefs wood, were preferved for ages. The emprefs 
fcceived many compliments from the orthodox clergy; and St. Peter 
Chryfologus alTured her, that her zeal for the Trinity had been re- 
compenfed by an augiift trinity of children. See Tillemont, Hift. 
dcs £mp. tom. vi. p. 240, 

even 
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even of a manly crime, he rafhly ventured his 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilfl: he urged, v— 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar- 
riage of his fonj Valentinian, drawing his fword, 
the firft fword he had ever drawn, plunged it in 
the bread: of a general who had faved his empire : 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioufly ftruggled 
to imitate their mafter ; and iEtius, pierced with 
an hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre- 
fence. Boethius, the Praetorian pra^feft, was 
killed at the fame moment j and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were fummoned to the palace, and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated 
by the fpecious names of juftice and neceffity, 

■was immediately, communicated by the emperor 
to his foldiers, his fubjedts, and his allies. The 
nations, who were ftrangers or enemies to ^tius, 
generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero ; 
the Barbarians, who had been attached to his 
fervice, diflembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt, which had been fo 
long entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep an'd univerfal abhorrence. 
Such fentiments feldom pervade the walls of a 
palace i yet the emperor was confounded by the 
honeft reply of a Roman, whofe approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit. I am ignorant, 

Sir, of your motives or provocations ; I only 
know, that you have afted like a man who 
ft cuts off his right hand with his left 


71 Aetium FlaciUus nsaflavit femivir amensi is the cxprefRon of 
gidpuius (Panrg}T, Avit, 359 ). The poet l^ncw the world, and 
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The luxury of Rome fcems to have attrafled 
the long and frequent vifits of Valentinianj who 
was confequently more defpifed at Rome, than in 
any other part of his dominions. A republican 
fpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate, as their 
authority, and even their fupplies, became ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of his feeble government. 
The rtately demeanour of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride; and the pleafures of Valen- 
tinian were injurious to the peace and honour of 
noble families. The birth of the emprefs Eu- 
doxia was equal to his own, and her charms and 
tender affeflion deferved thofe teftimonies of 
love, which her inconftant hulband diffipated in 
yague and unlawful amours. Petronius Maxi- 
mus, a wealthy fenator of the Anician family, who 
had been twice conful, was pofTcffed of a chafle 
and beautiful wife ; her obftinate refiftance ferved 
only to irritate the defires of Valentinian ; and 
he refolved to accomplifli them either by ftrata- 
gcm or force. Deep gaming was one of the 
vices of the court ; the emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con- 
fiderable fom, uncourteoufly exaded his ring as 
a fecurity for the debt; and fent it by a trufty 
meflenger to his wife, with an order, in her 
hufliand’s name, that flie Ihould immediately at- 
tend the, emprefs Eudoxia. The unfufpeding 
wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace ; the emiffaries of her impa- 
tient lover conduded her to a remote and lUcnt 


■was not inclined to flatter a nninifter ■who had injured or difgraced 
~Aviius and Majorian, tlte fucceiTivo heroes of his fong. 

bed- 
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bed-chamber j and Valentinian violated, without 
remorfe, the laws of hofpitality. Her tears, 
when fhe returned home ; her deep affliftion j and 
her bitter reproaches againft her hufband, whom 
fhe confidered as the accomplice of his own 
fhame, excited Maximus to a juft revenge; the 
defire of revenge was ftimulated by ambition j 
and he might reafonably afpire, by the free 
fuffrage of t!ie Roman fenate, to the throne of a 
decefted and defpicable rival. Valentinian, who 
fuppofed that every human breaft was devoid, like 
his own, of friendfliip and gratitude, had impru- 
dently admitted among his guards feveral domef- 
tics and followers of ^Etius. Two of thefe, of Bar- 
barian race, were perfuaded to execute a facred 
and honourable duty, by punifiiing with death 
the aflaflin of their patron ; and their intrepid 
courage did not long expect a favourable mo- 
ment. Whilft Valentinian amufed himfelfin the 
field of Mars with the fpe<ftacle of fome military 
fports, they fuddcnly rulhed upon him withdrawn 
weapons, difpatched the guilty Heraclius, and 
(tabbed the emperor to the heart, without the 
leaft oppofition from his numerous train, who 
feemed to rejoice in the tyrant’s death. Such' 
was the fate of Valentinian the Third the laft 

7 + With regard to the caufe and circumftanccs of the deaths of 
^tius and Valcntiniait, our information is dark and imperfect. 
Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 4. p. 1S6, 187, 1S8.) is a 
fabulous writer for the events which precede his own memory. Ilis 
narrative mult therefore be fupplied and correfted by live or fix 
Chronicles, none of which were compofed in Rome or Italy ; and 
which can only exprefs, in broken fentences, the popular rumours, 
as they were conveyed to Gaul, Spain, Africa, Conllantinople, or 
Alexandria. , 
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emperor of the family of Theodofiusi 
He faithfully imitated the hereditary weaknefs of 
of his coufin and his two uncles, without inhe- 
riting the gentlenefs, the purity, the innocence, 
which alleviate, in their charafters, the want of 
fpirit and ability. Valentinian was lefs excufable, 
fince he had pafTions, without virtues: even his 
religion was queftionable j and though he never 
deviated into the paths of herefy, he fcandalized 
the pious Chriftians by his attachment to the pro- 
fane arts of magic and divination. 

As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 
was the opinion of the Roman augurs, that the 
twelve vultureSj which Romulus had feen, repre- 
fented the twelve centuries^ alTigned for the fatal 
period of his city. This prophecy, difregarded 
perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity, 
infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions, 
when the twelfth century, clouded with difgracc 
and misfortune, was almolt elapfed’*i and even 
pofterity muft acknowledge with fome furprife, 
that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 

75 This interpretation of Vettius, a celebrated augur, was quoted 
by Varro, in the xviiith book of his Antiquities. Cenforinus, de 
Die Natali, c. 17. p. 90, 91. edit. Havercaiup. 

7 * According to Varro, the twelfth century would expire 
A. D. 44.7, but the uncertainty of the true sera of Rome might 
allow fome latitude of anticipation or delay. The poets of the age, 
Claudian (de Bell. Getico, 265.) and Sidonius (in Panegyr. 

Avit. 357.), may be admitted as fair witneffes of the popular 
opinion. 

Jam reputant annos, interceptoque volatu 
Vulturis, incidunt properatis fxcula metis. 

Jam prope fata tui biflenas Vulturis alas 
Implebant; feis namque tuos, feis, Roma, labores. 

$ec Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 340 — 346. 
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or fabulous circumftance, has been ferioufly veri- 
fied in the downfall of the Weftern empire. But 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than the 
flight of vultures ; the Roman government ap- 
peared every day lefs formidable to its enemies, 
more odious and oppreflive to its fubje£l;s’^ The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs j 
CEConomy was neglefted in proportion as it be- 
came neceflary j and the injuftice of the rich 
Ihifted the unequal burden from themfelves to 
the people, whom they defrauded of the indul- 
gencies that might fometimes have alleviated their 
mifery. The fevere inquifition, which confif- 
cated their goods, and tortured their perfons, 
compelled the fubjedls of Valentinian to prefer 
the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly 
to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the . 
vile and abjeft condition of mercenary fervants. 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of 
Gaul, and the greateft part of Spain, were 
thrown into a ftate of diforderly independence, 
by the confederations of the Bagaud^ ; and the 
Imperial minifters purfucd with profcriptive laws, 
and ineffedual arms, the rebels whom they had 
made If all the Barbarian conquerors had 

been 


77 The fifth book of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentations, 
and vehement inveilives. His immoderate freedom fen es to prove 
the weaknefs, as well as the corruption, of the Roman government. 
His book was publilhed after the lofs of Africa (A. D. 439.), and 
before Attila’s war (A. D. 451.). 

7 * The Bagaudse of Spain, who fought pitched battles with the 
Roman troops, are repeatedly mentioned in the Chronicle of Idatius. ’ 

Salviau 
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^xxxv** annihilated in the fame hour, their total 

deftrudbion would not have reftored the empire 
of the Weft; and if Rome ftill furvived, fhe 
furvived the lofs of freedom, of virtue, and of 
honour. 


Salvian has deferibed their difliefs and rebellion in very forcible lan- 
guage. Itaque nomen civium Romanorum . nunc ultro repu- 
diatur ac fugitur, nec vile tamen fed etiani abominabile poene habetur. 
. . . . Et hinc eft ut etiam hi qui ad Barbaros non confugiunt, Bar- 
bari tamen efle coguntur, fclllcet ut eft pars magna Hifpanoium, et 

non minima Gallorum DeBagaudls nunc mlhifermo eft, qui 

per malos judices et cruentos fpoliati, aiRifll, necatl poftquam jus 
Romanac libertatis amiferant, etiam honorem Romani nominis per- 

diderunt Vocamus rebelles, vocamus perditos quos efte 

compulimus criminofos. De Gubernat. Dei, 1 . v. p. 15S, 159. 
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Sack of Rome hy Genferic^ King of the Vandals. — His 
naval Depredations. — Succejfion of the loft Empe- 
'Tors of the Weft^ Maximus, Avitus, Majorian, 
Severus, Anthemius, Olybrius, Glycerius, Nepos, 
Auguftulus. — Total Extinction of the fVeftern Em- 
pire. — Reign of Odoacer, the firft Barbarian King 
of Italy. 


A.D. 439 


T he lofs of defolation of the provinces, from chap. 

tire ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory and 
greatnefs of Rome : her internal profperity was ir- Na^i 
retrievably deftroyed by the reparation of Africa, th^van- 
The rapacious Vandals confifeated the patrimo- 
hial eftates of the fenators, and intercepted the —455 
regular fubfidies, which relieved the poverty, 
and encouraged the idlenefs, of the plebeians. 

The diftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated 
by an unexpected attack } and the province, fo 
long cultivated for their ufe by induftrious and 
obedient fubjeCts, was armed againft them by an 
ambitious Barbarian. The Vandals and Alani, 
rvho followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Genferic, 
had acquired a rich and fertile territory, which 
ftretched along the coaft above ninety days jotir- 
ney from Tangier to Tripoli j but their narrow 
limits were prefled and confined, on either fide, 
by the fandy defert and the Mediterranean. The 
difeovery and conqueft of tKe Black nations, that 
might dwell beneath the torrid zone, could not 
VoL, VI, L, tempt 
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CHAP, tempt the rational ambition of Genferic ; but he 

t , — ^ call his eyes towards the fea ; he refolved to 
create a naval power, and his bold refolution was 
executed with fteady and active perl'everance. The 
woods of mount Atlas afforded aninexhauftiblenur- 
fery of timber j his new fubjefts were {killed in the 
arts of navigation and fltip-buildingj he animated 
his daring Vandals to embrace a mode of warfare 
which would render every maritime country ac- 
cefTible to their arms ; the Moors and Africans 
were allured by the hopes of plunder ; and, after 
an interval of fix centuries, the fleets that iffued 
from the port of Carthage again claimed the em- 
pire of the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of the 
Vandals, the conquefl of Sicily, the fack of Pa- 
lermo, and the frequent defeents on the coafl of 
Lucania, awakened and alarmed the mother of 
Valentinian, and the fifler of Theodofius. Al- 
liances were formed ; and armaments, expenfive 
and ineffeclual, were prepared, for the deftrudlion 
of the common enemy ; who referved his courage 
to encounter thofe dangers which his policy 
could not prevent or elude. The defigns of the 
Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his 
artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and apparent 
concefflons ; and the inttrpofition of his formid- 
able confederate the king of the Huns, recalled 
the emperors from the conquefl of Africa to the 
care of their domeftic fafety. The revolutions of 
the palace, which left the Weflern empire with- 
out a defender,* and without a lawful prince, dif- 
pcllcd the apprehenfions, and ftimulated the ava- 

rice. 
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rice, of Genferic. He immediately equipped a 

humcrous fleet of Vandals and Moors, and call ^ 

anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about three 
months after the death of Valentinian, and the 
elevation of Maximus to the Imperial throne. 

The private life of the fenator Petronius Maxi- The cha- 
mus was often alleged as a rare example of hu- reign of 
man felicity. His birth was noble and illuftrious, vV . 
fince he defcended from the Anician family j his 

' A.D. 455, 

dignity was fupported by an adequate patrimony March 17 . 
in land and money ; and thefe advantages of for- 
tune were accompanied with liberal arts, and de- 
cent manners, which adorn or imitate the inefti- 
mable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury 
of his palace and table was hofpitable and ele- 
gant. Whenever Maximus appeared in public, 
he was furrounded by a train of grateful and ob- 
fequious clients and it is pofTible that among 
thefe clients, he might deferve and pofTefs fome 
real friends. His merit was rewarded by the 
favour of the prince and fenate : he thrice exer- 
cifed the office of Prstorian prtefedl of Italy 5 he 
was twice invefted with the confullhip, and he 
obtained the rank of patrician. Thefe civil ho- 
nours were not incompatible with the enjoyment ^ 

» Sidonius Apollinaris compofed the thirteenth epiftle of the fe- 
cond book, to refute the paradox of his friend Serranus, who en- 
tertained a fingular, though generous, cnthufiafm for the deceafed 
emperor. This epiftle, with fome indulgence, may claim the praife 
of an elegant compofition ; and it throws much light on the charac- > 
ter of Maximus. 

* Clientum, praevia, pedifequa, circumfufa, populofitas, is the 
train which Sidonius himfelf (1. i. epift. 9 .) afligns to another fena- 
tor of confular rank. 
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of leifure and tranquillity ; his hours, according 
to the demands of pleafurc or reafon, were accu- 
rately diftributed by a water-clock ; and this ava- 
rice of time may be allowed to prove the fenfc 
which Maximus entertained of his own happinefs. 
The injury which he received from the emperor 
Valentinian, appears to excufe the moft bloody 
revenge. Yet a philofopher might have rcfledted, 
that, if the refiftance of his wife had been fincere, 
her challity was ftill inviolate, and that it could 
never be reftored if fhe had confented to the will 
of the adulterer. A patriot would have hefitated, 
before he plunged himfelf and his country into 
thofe inevitable calamities, which muft follow 
the extinction of the royal houfe of Theodofius. 
The imprudent Maximus difregarded thefe falu- 
tary confiderations : he gratified his refentment 
and ambition ; he faw the bleeding corpfe of Va- 
lentinian at his feet; and he heard himfelf fa- 
luted emperor by the unanimous voice of the fe- 
nate and people. But the day of his inaugura- 
tion w.as the laft day of his happinefs. He was 
imprifoned (fuch is the lively expreflion of Si- 
donius) in the palace ; and after pafling a fleep- 
lefs night he fighed, that he had attained the fum- 
mit of his wiflies, and afpired only to defeend 
from the dangerous elevation. Opprefled by the 
weight of the diadem, he communicated his 
anxious thoughts to his friend and quaeftor Ful- 
gentius ; and when he looked back with unavail- 
ing regret on the fecure pleafures of his former 
life, the emperor exclaimed, “ O fortunate Da- 

“ a'.ocles. 
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** modes % thy reign began and ended with the 
** fame dinner:” a well-known allufion, which ■ iu7 
Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an inftrudive 
Idfon for princes and fubjedls. 

The reign of Maximus continued about three Hjs^eath, 
months. His hours, of which he had loll the junei*.^^* 
command, were difturbed by remorfe, or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was fliaken by the fedi-. 
tions of the foldiers, the people, and the con- 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late em- 
peror, might tend to eftablifli the hereditary fuc- 
cefiion of his family ; but the violence which he 
ofiered to the emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of lull: or revenge. 

His ow»wife, the caufe of thefe tragic events, 
had been feafonably removed by death } and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and 
to.fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper, whom fiie fufpeded as the aflaflin of her 
deceafed hufband. Thefe fufpicions were foon 
juftified by the indifereet confefilon of Maximus 
himfelf j and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his reluctant bride, who was ftill confeious that 
Ihe defeended from a line of emperors. From 

J Diftriflus enfis cui fuper impia 
Cervlce pendet, non 
' Pulcem elaborabunt faporem : 

Non avium Citharaeque cautu^ 

’ Somnum reducent, 

, Horat. Carm. iii. i. 

SJdonius concludes his letter with the ftory of Damocles, which Ci- 
cero (Tufculan. v. ao, 21.) had. To inimitably told, 

L 3 the 
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*xx?A^r Eall, however, Eudoxia could not hope to 
obtain any efFeclual afliftance : her, father and 
her aunt Pulcheria were dead ■, her mother Ian- 
guifhed at Jerufalem in difgrace and exile; and 
the fceptre of Conftantinople was in the hands of 
a ftranger. She dircfted her eyes towards Car- 
thage ; fecretly implored the aid of the king of 
the Vandals; and perfuaded Genferic to improve 
the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecious names of honour, juftice, 
and companion \ Whatever abilities Maximus 
might have fhewn in a fubordinate ftation, he was 
found incapable of adminiftering an empire ; and 
though he might eafily have been informed of 
the naval preparations, which were made on the 
oppofite fhores of Africa, he expeded with Al- 
pine indifference the approach of the enemy* 
without adopting any meafures of defence, of ne- 
gociation, or of a timely retreat. When the Van- 
dals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, the 
emperor was fuddenly roufed from his lethargy 
by the clamours of a trembling and exafperated 
multitude. The only hope which prefented it- 
felf to his aftonifhed mind was that of a preci- 
pitate flight, and he exhorted the fenators to 
imitate the example of their prince. But no 

4 Notwithftanding the eyidence of Procopius, Evagrius, Idatius, 
Marcelliiuis, kc. the learned Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom. iv. 
j>. 149.) doubts the reality of this invitation, and obferves, with 
great truth, “ Non fi pub dir quanto fta facile -il popolo a fognare e 
“ fpacciar voci falfe.” But his argument, from the interval of 
time and place, is extremely feeble. The figs which grew near 
Carthage were produced to the fenate of Rome on the third day. 

‘ fooner 
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fooner did Maximus appear in the ftreets, than 
he was affaulted by a fliower of ftones : a Roman, 
or a Burgundian, foldier claimed the honour of 
the ftrfl: wound j his mangled body was ignomi- 
nioufly call into the Ty'oer ; the Roman people 
rejoiced in the punifhment which they had in- 
fiicfted on the author of the public calamities ; 
and the domeftics of Eudoxia fignalized their 
zeal in the fervice of their miftrefs \ 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the 
gates of the defencelefs city. In (lead of a fally 
of the Roman youth, there iflued from the gates 
an unarmed and venerable proceffion of the biOiop 
at the head of his clergy®. The fearlefs fpirit of 
Leo, his authority and eloquence, mitigated 
the fiercenefs of a Barbarian conqueror ; the king 
of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting 
multitude, to protedl the buildings from fire, and 
to exempt the captives from torture ; and although 
fuch orders were neither ferioufiy given, nor 
ilriftly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his 
country. But Rome, and its inhabitants, were 

5 . - - Infidoque tibi Biirgiindio duflti 
Extorquet trepidas maflandi principis iras. 

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. 441. 

A lemarkable line, which infinuates that Rome and Maximus were 
betrayed by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

6 The apparent fuccefs of pope Leo may be juftified by Profper, 
and the Ilifioria MifetUan . ; but the improbable notion of Baronius 
(A. D. 455. N° 13.), that Genferic fpared the three apoftolical 
churches, is not countenanced even by the doubtful teftiinony of 

X'at Liber 
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delivered to the licentioufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors, whofe blind paffions revenged the injuries 
of Carthage. The pillage lafted fourteen days 
and nights j and all that yet remained of public 
or private wealth, of facred or profane treafure, 
was diligently tranfported to the velTcls of Gen- 
leric. Among the fpoils, the fplendid relics of 
two temples, or rather of two religions, exhibited, 
a memorable example of the viciflitude of human 
and divine things. Since the abolition of Pa- 
ganifm, the Capitol had been violated and abanr 
doned j yet the ftatues of the gods and heroes 
were ftill refpefled, and the curious roof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genferic L The holy inftruments of the Jewiflx 
worlhip *, the gold table, and the gold candle- 
llick with feven branches, originally framed ac-. 
cording to the particular inftruftions of God him- 
felf, and which -were placed in the fanduary of 
his temple, had been oftentatioudy difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
were afterwards depofited in the temple of Peace j 

1 The profufion of Catulus, the firft who gilt the roof of the Capitol, 
was riot univeiTally approved (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. i8.)j but 
it was far exceeded by the emperor’s, and the external gilding of 
the temple coft Domltian 12,000 talents (2,400,000!.), The ex- 
predions of Claudian and Rutilius (lute iKelalti amula . . . faftigia eJlrU, 
and eeufaudunique vagos Jeluira micavtia vijus) manifeftly prove, that 
this fplendid covering was not removed either by the Chriftians or the 
Goths (See Donatus, Roma Antiqua, 1 . ii. c. 6. p. 125.). It 
Ihould fetm, that the roof of the Capitol was decorated with gilt 
ftatues, and chariots drawn by four horfes. 

* The curious reader may confult the learned and accurate treatife 
of Hadrian Reland, de Spoliis Templi Hierofolymitani in Arcu Ti- 
tiano Romae confpicuis, in i2mo. Trajefti adRhenum, 1716. 

■ and 
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and at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils xxxvT." 
of Jerufalem were transferred from Rome to Car- -v— ' 

thage, hy a Barbarian who derived his origin 
from the ftiores of the Baltic. Xhefe ancient 
rnonumcnts might attraft the notice of curiofity, 
as well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches, 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fiiperfti- 
tioa of the times, afforded more plentiful mate- 
rials for facrilege ; and the pious liberality of 
pope Leo, who melted fix filver vafes, the gift of 
Conftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, 
is an evidence of the damage which he attempted 
to repair. In the forty-five years, that hadelapfed 
fince the Gothic invafion, the pomp and luxury of 
Rome were in fome meafurc reftorcd j and it was 
difficult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the avarice 
pf a conqueror, who poffeffed leifure to colle<ff, 
and fliips to tranfport, the wealth of the capital. 

The imperial ornaments of the palace, the mag- 
nificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboardsof 
maffy plate, were accumulated with diforderly ra- 
pine: the gold and filver amounted to feveral 
thoufand talents j yet even the brafs and copper 
were laborioufly removed. Eudoxia herfelf, who 
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon 
bewailed the imprudence of her own conduft. 

She was rudely ftripped of her jewels; and the 
unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters, the 
only furviving remains of the great Theodofius, 
was compelled, as a captive, to follow the haughty 
Vandal; who immediately hoifted fail, and re- 
turned with a profperous navigation to the port 

. . of 


Digitized by Google 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


154- 

A P, of Carthage®. Many thoufand Romans of both 
V — Icxes, chofen for fome uleful or agreeable qualifi- 
cations, reluftantly embarked on board the fleet 
of Genferic ; and their diftrefs was aggravated by 
the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the divifion of 
the booty, feparated the wives from their huf- 
bands, and the children from their parents. The 
charity of Deogratias, bifhop of Carthage was 
their only confolation and fupport. He generoufly 
fold the gold and filver plate of the church to pur- 
chafe the freedom of fome, to alleviate the flavery 
of others, and to aflift the wants and infirmities of 
a captive multitude, whofe health was impaired 
by the hardlhips which they had fufFercd in the 
paflTage from Italy to Africa. By his order, two 
fpacious churches were converted into hofpitals : 
the fick were diftributed in convenient beds, and 
liberally fupplied with food and medicines j and 
the aged prelate repeated his vifits both in the day 
and night, with an afllduity that furpaflfed his 
llrength, and a tender fympathy which enhanced 
the value of his ferviccs. Compare this fcene 
with the field of CanniE; and judge between Han- 
nibal and the fuccefibr of St. Cyprian". 

The 

9 The vefTel which tranfported the relics of the Capitol, was the 
only one of the whole fleet that fuffered (hipwreck. If a bigotecj 
I'ophifl, a Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, he might have 
rejoiced, that this cargo of facrilege was loft in the fea, 

>0 See Viftor Vilenfis, de Perfccut. Vandal. I. i. c. 8. p. n, 12. 
edit. Ruinait. Deogratias governed the church of Carthage only 
three years. If he had not been piivatcly buried, his corpfc would 
have been torn piecemeal by the mad devotion of the people. 

” The general evidence for the death of Maximus, and the fack. 
of Rome by the Vandals, is comprifed in Stdonius (Panegyr. Avit. 
4,1.1. — 450.), Procopius (dc Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 4, $, p. >88, i8g. 

and 
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The deaths of ^tius and Valentinian had re- 
laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul 
in peace and fubordination. The feacoaft was 
infefted by the Saxons j the Alemanni and the 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine; 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate 
more extenfive and permanent conquefts. The 
emperor Maximus relieved himfelf, by a judicious 
choice, from the weight of thefe diftant cares; he 
filenced the felicitations of his friends, liftened to 
the voice of fame, and promoted a ftranger to the 
general command of the forces in Gaul. Avi- 
tus the ftranger, whofe merit was fo nobly re- 
warded, defcended from a wealthy and honourable 
family in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convul- 
fions of the times urged him to embrace, with the 
fame ardour, the civil and military profcflions ; 
and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of 
literature and jurifpmdence with the excrcife of 
arms and hunting. Thirty years of his life were 
laudably fpent in the public fervice; he alternately 
difplayed his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the loldier of ^tius, after executing the moft im- 
portant embaflies, was raifed to the ftation of 
Praetorian praefeft of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was defi- 
rous of repofe, fmce he calmly retired to an eftate. 


CHAP. 

XXXVI. 


The em- 
peror Avi- 
tus, 


A.D.455. 
July 10 . 


?tid 1 . ii, c. 9. p. 255.), Evagrius ( 1 . ii. c. 7,), Jornandes (de 
Reb. Geticis, c. 4.5. p. 677.), ^nd the Chronicles of Idatius, Prof- 
per, Marcellinus, and Theophanes, under the proper year. 

The private litc and elevativn of Avitus muft be deduced, with 
becoming fufpicion, from the panegyric pronounced by Sidonius 
^pollinaris, his fubjeit, and his fon-in-law, 

which 
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CHAP, which he poflcfled in the neighbourhood of Cler- 
^ ^ ^ mont. A copious ftream, ifluing from the moun- 

tain, and falling headlong in many a loud and 
foaming cafcade, difcharged its waters into a lake 
about two miles in length, and the villa was plea- 
fantly feated on the margin of the lake. The 
baths, the porticoes, the fummer and winter 
apartments, were adapted to the purpofes of luxury 
and ufe ; and the adjacent country afforded the 
various profpefts of woods, paftures, and mea- 
dows In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
leifure with books, rural fports, the praftice of 
hufbandry, and the focicty of his friends'*, he re- 
ceived the Imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him mafter-general of the cavalry and infantry of 
Gaul. He affumed the military command ; the 
Barbarians fufpended their fury, and whatever 
means he might employ, whatever conccflions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of aftual tranquillity. But the fate of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths , and the Roman 

After the example of the younger Pliny, Sidonius (1. ii. c. z.) 
has laboured the florid, prolix, and obfeure defeription of his villa, 
which bore the name (Avitamm), and had been the property of Avi* 
tus. The precife fituation is not afeertained. Confult however the 
notes of Savaron and Sirmond. . ; 

Sidonius (1. ii. epift. 9 .) has deferibed the country life of the 
Gallic nobles, in a vifit which he made to his friends, whofe eflatea 
were in the neighbourhood of Nifmes. The morning-hours were 
I'pent in the ffbarijlerhm, or tennis-court ; or in the library, which 
was furnilhed with Latia authors, profane and religious ; the former 
for the men, the latter for the ladies. The table was twice fttyed, 
at dinner and fupper, with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wine. 
During the intermediate time, the company flept, took die air on 
koifeback, and ufed the warm bath. 

* general 
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general, lefs attentive to his dignity than to the chap. 
public intereft, did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe / - _ 
in the charadler of an ambaflador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous hofpitality by Thcodoric, 
the king of the Goths j but while Avitus laid the 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation, he was aftoniflted by the intelligence, that 
the emperor Maximus was flain, and that Rome 
had been pillaged by the Vandalsj A vacant 
throne, which he might afeend without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambition *‘j and the Vifi- 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefiftible fuffrage. They loved the per- 
fon of Avitus i. they refpefted his virtues j and A.D.455. 
they were not infenfible of the advantage, as well Augufti^. 
as honour, of giving an emperor to the Weft* 

The fcafon was now approaching, in which tiie 
annual aflembly of the feven provinces was held 
at Arles j their deliberations might perhaps be in- 
fluenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his 
martial brothers j but their choice would naturally 
incline to the moft illuftrious of their countrymen, 

Avitus, after a decent rcfiftancc, accepted the 
Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Gaul; 
and his eleftion was ratified by the acclamations 
of the Barbarians and provincials. The formal 
confent of Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, was fo- 
licited and obtained : but the fenate, Rome, and 


>s Seventy lines cf panegyric (505—575.), which deferibe the im- 
portunity of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftruggling to overcome the mo- 
dclf rcluSanceof Avitus, are blown away by three words of an ho- 
ned hiftorian. Romanum Imperiuin (Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. 

c. ii.intom.ii. p. iCS.}, 

Italy. 
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*^xxxv^‘ though .humbled by their recent calamities, 

fubmitted with a fecret murmur to the prefump- 
tion of the Gallic ufurper. 

charaaer Tlieodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for 
dL^^ldng 5^'^ purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by 
oftheViii- the murdcr of his elder brother Torifmondj and 
A. d! 453 he juftified this atrocious deed by the defign 
which his predeceflbr had formed of violating his 
alliance with the empire'*. Such a crime might 
not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba- 
rian} but the manners of Theodoric were gentle 
and humane } and pofterity may contemplate with- 
out terror the original pifture of a Gothic king, 
whom Sidonius had intimately obferved, in the 
hours of peace and of focial intercourfe. In an 
epiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, the 
orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his friends, 
in the following defeription “ By the majefly 
“ of his appearance, Theodoric would command 
** the refpeft of thofe who arc ignorant of his 
** merit; and although he is born a prince, his 
** merit would dignify a private ftation. He is 
** of a middle ftature, his body appears rather 
“ plump than fat, and in his well-proportioned 

Ifidore, archbiftiop of Seville, who was himfelf of the blood 
royal of the Goths, acknowledges, and almoft juftifics (Hift. Goth, 
p. 718.) the crime which their flave Jornandes had bafely dilTembled 
(c. 43. p. 673.). 

.'7 This elaborate defeription ( 1 . i. ep. ii. p. z — 7.) was diflated 
by fome political motive. It was deligned for the public eye, and 
had been (hewn by the friends of Sidonius, before it was inferted in 
the colleftion of his epiftles. The firft book was publiHied fepai'ately. 
See Tillemont, Meinoires Ecclef. tom. xvj. p. 264, 

“ limbs. 
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limbs agility is united with mufcular ftrength 
“ If you examine his countenance, you will dif- 
tinguilh a high forehead, large fhaggy eye- 
“ brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular 
“ fet of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that 
“ blufhes more frequently from modefty than 
“ from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his 
“ time, as far as it is expofed to the public view, 

“ may be concifely reprefented. Before day- 
break, he repairs, with a fmall train, to his 
“ domeftic chapel, where the fervice is performed 
by the Arian clergy ; but thofe who prefume 
to interpret his fecret fentiments, confider this 
“ afliduous devotion as the effect of habit and po- 
licy. The rell of the morning is employed in 
the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair 
** is furrounded by fome military officers of decent 
** afped: and behaviour : the noify crowd of his 
** Barbarian guards occupies the hall of audience; 

but they are not permitted to (land within the 
" veils or curtains, that conceal the council- 
** chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambafladors , 
ofthe nations are fucceffively introduced: Theo- 
“ doric liftens with attention, anfwers them with 
“ difereet brevity, and either announces or de- 
** lays, according to the nature of their bufi- 
“ nefs, his final refolution. About eight (the 
“ fecond hour) he rifes from his throne, and vifits, 

I have fupprefTed, in this poitrait of Theodoric, fevcral minuie 
circumftances, and technical phral'es, which could be tolerable, or 
indeed intelligible, to thofe only who, like the contcinporaviej of 
Sidonius, had frequented the markets where naked Haves were ck- 
pofed to fale (Dubes, Hi'd. Critique, tom. i. p. 404..). 

5 “ cither 
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CHAP. «< either his treafury, or his ftables. If he chufes 
“ to hunt, or at leaft to exercifc himfeif on horfe- 
“ back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth j 
“ but when the game is marked, he bends it with 
“ his own hand, and feldom’miffes the objedt of 
** his aim : as a king, he difdains to ’bear arms 
“ in fuch ignoble warfare; .but as a foldier, he 
“ would blulh to accept any military fervice which 
** he could perform himfeif. *On common days, 
** his dinner is not different from the repaft of a 
private citizen ; but every Saturday many ho- 
** nourable guefts are invited to the royal table* 
** which, on thefe occafions, is ferved with the 
“ elegance of Greece, the plenty of ‘ Gaul, and 
the order and diligence of Italy The gold 
“ or filver place is lefs remarkable for its weight, 
** than for the brightnefs and curious workman- 
** Jhip: the tafte is gratified without the help of 
** foreign and coftly luxury; the fize and number 
“ of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftridt 
regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
** fpeftful filence that prevails, is interrupted only 
by grave and inftrudfive converfation. After 
“ dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfeif 
** in a fhort Humber; and as foon as he wakes j he 
calls for the dice and" tables, encourages' his 
friends to forget the royal majefty, and’rs dc-» 
** lighted when they freely exprefs the paffions, 
which are excited by the incidents of play. At 
“ this game, which he loves as the image of war, 

'9 VIdcas ibi elegantiam Gtaecam, abundantiam Gallicanam ; ce- 
lerltatem Italam ; publicam pompam, privatam diligentiani, regiam 
dirciplinani, 

** he 


1 
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*» he alternately difplays his eagernefs, his fkill, chap. 
his patience> and his cheerful temper. If he . 
lofes, he laughs j he is modeft and filent, if he 
** wins. Yet, notwithftanding this feenning indif- 
fcrence, his courtiers chufe to folicit any fa- 
vour in the moments of vidlory ; and I myfelf, 
in my applications to the king, have derived 
“ forne benefit from my lofles*°. About the 
ninth hour (three o’clock) the tide of bufinefs 
again returns, and flows inceflTantly till after 
fun-fet, when the fignal of the royal fupper dif- 
“ miffes the weary crowd of fuppliants and 
pleaders. At the fupper, a more familiar re- 
‘‘ paft, buffoons and pantomimes are fometimes 
“ introduced, to divert, not to offend, the com- 
“ pany, by their ridiculous wit : but female 
“ fingers, and the foft effeminate modes of mu- 
fie, are feverely banifhed, and fuch martial 
tunes as animate the foul to deeds of valour are 
alone grateful to the ear of Theodoric. He 
retires from table ; and the noflurnal guards ' 

“ are immediately pofted at the entrance of the 
treafury, the palace, and the private apart- 
** ments.” 

When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged His*xpe- 
Avitus to affume the purple, he offered his per- spai*n 
Ion and his forces, as a faithful foldier of the re- 

Tuncetiam ego allquid obfecraturus feliciter vincor, et mihi 
tabula petit ut caufa falvetur. Sidonius of Auvergne was not a fub- 
jeft of Theedotic ; but he might be compelled to folicit either juftice 
cr favour at the court of Thouloufe. 

VoL. VI, M jiublic. 
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public The exploits of Theodoric foon con- 
vinccd the world, that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. After 
the eftablifliment of the Goths in Aquitain, and 
the paflage of the Vandals into Africa, the 
^ Suevi, who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, 

' afpired to the conqueft of Spain, and threatened 
to extinguifii the feeble remains of the Roman 
dominion, .The provincials of Carthagena and 
Tarragona, afflidled by an hoftile invafion, repre- 
fented their injuries and their apprehenfions. 
Count Fronto was difpatched, in the name of the 
emperor Avitus, with advantageous offers of 
peace and alliance j and Theodoric interpofed his 
weighty mediation, to declare, that, unlefs his bro- 
ther-in-law, the king of the Suevi, immediately 
retired, he fliould be obliged to arm in the caufe 
ofjuftice and of Rome. ** Tell him,” replied 
the haughty Rechiarius, that I defpife his friend- 
fhip and his arms ; but that I fhall foon try, 
“ whether he will dare to expcdt my arrival under 
“ the walls of Thouloufe.” Such a challenge 
urged Theodoric to prevent the bold defigns of 
his enemy : he paffed the Pyrenees at the head of 
the Vifigoths : the Franks and Burgundians ferved 
under his ftandard ; and though he profeffed him- 
felf the dutiful fervant of Avitus, he privately 
ftipulated, for himfclf and his fucceffors, the ab- 

Theodoric himfelf had given a folemn and voluntary promifeof 
fidelity, which was underftood both in Gaul and Spain. 

Romae fum, te dUce, Amicus, 

Principe te. Miles. 

Sidon. Panegyr, Avit, 51 r. 

folute 
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folute poflelTion of his Spanifti conqucfts. The 
two armies, or rather the two nations, encoun- > — — / 
tered each other on the banks of the river Urbi- 
cus, about twelve miles from Aftorga ; and the 
decifive viftory of the Goths appeared for a while 
to have extirpated the name and kingdom of the 
Suevi. From the field of battle Theodoric ad- 
vanced to Braga, their metropolis, which ftill re- 
tained the fplendid veftiges of its ancient com- 
merce and dignity His entrance was not pol- 
luted with blood, and the Goths refpefled the 
chaftity of their female captives, more efpecially 
of the confecrated virgins : but the greateft part 
of the clergy and people were made Haves, and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate king of 
the Suevi had efcapcd to one of the ports of the 
ocean} but the obftinacyof the winds oppofedhis 
flight } he was delivered to his implacable rival ; 
and Rechiarius, who neither defired nor expefted 
mercy, received, with manly conftancy, the death 
which he would probably have inflicted. After 
this bloody facrifice to policy or refentment, 
Theodoric carried his viflorious arms as far as 
Merida, the principal town of Lufitania, without 
meeting any refiftance, except from the miracu- 
lous powers of St. Eulalia} but he was Hopped in 

I 

** Q^*que Cnu pelagi jaflat fe Bracara dives. 

Aufon. de Claris Urbibus, p. 245. 

From the deCgn of the king of the Suevi, it is evident that the navi- 
gation from the ports of Gallieia to the Mediterranean was knWvn 
and praftifed. The Ihips of Bracar-a, or Braga, cautioufly ftcered 
along the coaft, without daring to lofe therofelves in the Atlantic. 

M 2 the 
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CHAP, the full career of fuccefs, and recalled from Spain* 

XXXVi. r ' 

» — ' before he could provide for the fecurity of his 

conquefts. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees, 
he revenged his difappointment on the country 
through which he pafled, and in the fack of Pol- 
lentia and Aftorga, he (hewed himfelf a faithlefs 
ally, as well as a cruel enemy. Whilfl: the king 
of the Vifigoths fought and vanquifhed in the 
name of Avitus, the reign of Avitus had expired; 
and both the honour and the interert of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend, 
whom he had feated on the throne of the Weftern 
empire 

Avitus is The prefTing felicitations of the fenate and pco- 

aS^^ 456, perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refi- 

0£t. 16. dence at Rome, and to accept the confuKhip for 
the enfuing year. On the firft day of January, 
his fon-in-law, Sidonius Apollinaris, celebrated 
his praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfes ; 
but this compofition, though it was rewarded with 
a brafs itatue*^ feems to contain a very moderate 
proportion, either of genius or of truth. The 
poet, if we may degrade that facred namei exag- 
gerates the merit of a fovereign and a father; and 
his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 

*3 This Suevic war is the mod authentic part of the Chronicle of 
Idatius, who, as bilhop of Iria Flavla, was himfelf a fpe£lator and a 
fufferer. Jornandes (c. 44. p. 675,: 676, 677.) has expatiated, with 
pleafure, on the Gothic viftory. < 

In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan’s li- 
brary ; among the ftatues of famous writers and orators. Sidon. 
Apoll. 1 . ix. epift. 16. p. *84. Cann. viii. p. 350. 

foon 
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foon contradifted by the event. Avitus, at a time chap. 

* XXXVI. 

when the Imperial dignity was reduced to a pre- ^ 

eminence of toil and danger, indulged himfelf in 
the pleafures of Italian luxury: age had not ex- 
tinguilhed his amorous inclinations ; and he is 
accufed of infulting, with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous raillery, the hulbands whofe wives he had 
feduced or violated But the Romans v/ere not 
inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac- 
knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
empire became every day more alienated from 
each other; and the ftrangerof Gaul was the ob- 
jefl of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
aflferted their legitimate claim in the eleftion of ■ 
an emperor ; and their authority, which had been 
originally derived from the old conftitution, was 
again fortified by the adlual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have refifted the votes of an unarmed fenate, if 
their difeontent had not been fupported, or per- 
haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia, king of the Vifigoths, was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defeended, 
on the father’s fide, from the nation of the Suevi**: 

»5 Luxuriofe agere volens a fenatoribus projeftus eft, is the con- 
cife expreffionof Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. xi. in tom. ii. p. i68.) 

An old Chronicle (in tom. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jeft of 
Avitus, which feems more applicable to Rome than to Treves. 

Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 30a, &c.) praifes the royal birth 
of Ricimer, the lawful heir, as he chufes to infiruau, both of the 
Gpthic and Suevic kingdoms. 

M 3 his 
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his pride, or patriotifm, might be exafperated by 
■L ■ the misfortunes of his countrymen j and he obeyed, 
with reludlance, an emperor, in whofe elevation 
he had not been confulted. His faithful and im- 
portant fervices againft the common enemy, ren- 
dered him ftill more formidable ; and, after dc- 
ftroying, on the coaft of Corfica, a fleet of Van- 
dals, which confifted of fixty gallies, Ricimer re- 
turned in triumph with the appellation of the De- 
liverer of Italy. He chofe that moment to fignify 
to Avitus, that his reign was at an end 5 and the 
feeble emperor, at a diftance from his Gothic al- 
lies, was compelled, after a fhort and unavailing 
ftruggle, to abdicate the purple. By the cle- 
mency, however, or the contempt, of Ricimer 
he was permitted to defcend from the throne, to 
the more defirable ftation of biftiop of Placentia : 
but the rcfentment of the fenate was ftill unfatif- 
fied j and their inflexible feverity pronounced the 
fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, 
with the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi- 
goths in his caufe, but of fecuring his perfon and 
treafures in the fandluary of Julian, one of the 
tutelar faints of Auvergne*’. Difeafe, or the 

hand 


*7 Seethe Chronicle of Idatius. Joinandes (c. 44. p. 676.) ftyles 
him, with fome truth, virum egregiuni, etpenetunc in Italia ad ex- 
ercitum fingularem. 

Parcens innocentlx Aviti, is the compaflionate, but contemp- 
tuous, language of Vi£Vor TunnunenCs (in Chron. apud Scaliger 
£ufeb.). In another place, be calls him, vlr totius fimplicitatis* 
This commendation is more humble, but it is more folidand fincere, 
than the praifesof Sidonius. 

^9 He fuffered, as it is fuppofed, in the perfccution of Diocletian 
(Tilieraonr, Mem. Ecclei, tom. v. p. *79. 696.). Gregory of 

/ Tours, 
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hand of the executioner, arrefted him on the road; 
yet his remains were decently tranfported to Bri- 
vas, or Brioude, in his native province, and he 
repofed at the feet of his holy patron Avitus 
left only one daughter, the wife of Sidonius 
Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his 
father-in-law ; lamenting, at the fame time, the 
difappointment of his public and private expec- 
tations. His refentment prompted him to join, 
or at lead to countenance, the meafures of a 
rebellious fadlion in Gaul ; and the poet had con- 
trafled fome guilt, which it was incumbent on 
him to expiate, by a new tribute of flattery to 
the fucceeding emperor 

The fuccclTor of Avitus prefents the welcome Charaaer 

Sind dcvA* 

difcovery of a great and heroic character, fuch as tion of 
fometimes arife in a degenerate age, to vindicate ^ D° 457. 
the honour of the human fpecics. The emperor 
Majorian has defervcd the praifes of his contem- 


Tours, his peculiar votary, has dedicated, to the glory of Julian the 
Martyr, an entire book (de Gloria Mart) rum, 1 . ii. in Max. Bibliot. 
Patrum, tom. xi, p. 861—871.), in which he relates about fifty 
foolilh miracles performed by his relics. 

Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c.xi. p. 168.) is concife, but cor- 
reft, in the reign of his countryman. The words of Idatius “ caret 
impeiio, caret et vita," feem to imply, that the death of Avitus was 
violent; but it mull have been fecret, fince Evagrius ( 1 . ii. c. 7.) 
could fuppofe, that he died of the plague. 

J* After a modeft appeal to the examples of his brethren, Virgil 
and Horace, Sidonius honeftly confefles the debt, and promifts pay- 
ment. 

Sic mihi diverfo nuper fob Marte cadenti 
Jufllfti placido Viflor ut eflem animo. 

Serviatergo tibi fervati lingua poeise, 

Atque me* vij* laus tug fit pictiura. 

Sidon. Apoll. carm. iv. p. 308. 
See Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p, 448, See. 
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pofterity ; and thefs praifes may 
■_ < be ftrongly exprefled in the words of a judicious 

and difinterefted hiftorian : “ That he was gentle 
to his fubjefls; that he was terrible to his ene- 
mies ; and that he excelled in every virtue, 
all his predeceffors who had reigned over the 
Romans^*.” Such a teftimony may juftify at 
leaft the panegyric of Sidonius j and we may 
acquiefce in the alTurance, that, although the 
obfequious orator would have flattered, with 
equal zeal, the mofl; worthlefs of princes, the 
extraordinary merit of his object confined him, 
on this occafion, within the bounds of truth 
Majorian derived his name from his maternal 
grandfather, who, in the reign of the great Theo- 
dofius, had commanded the troops of the Illyrian 
frontier. He gave his daughter in marriage to 
the father of Majorian, a refpedable officer, who 
adminiftered the revenues of Gaul with fkiil and 
integrity ; and generoufly preferred the friendffiip 
of iEtius, to the tempting offers of an infidious 
court. His fon, the future emperor, who was 
educated in the profeffion of arms, difplayed, 
from his early youth, intrepid courage, premature 

J* The words of Procopius defen’e to be tranferibed ; tfro: yaf o 

XaiofiiDf ^v/XTrayra^ vx7rsT£ Po:^atxy peCaj-tAeuxsTac xfir-i 

•jrflffij; and afterwai'dsj ra /x:» ft; t*/? l'k-x/xsw; 

•5 Tx £f Ttfc srtX (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 7. p. 134. ) j a cou- 
cife but coinprchtnfive definition of royal virtue. 

, ' ” The Panegyric was pioiuiunctd at Lyons before the end of the 

year 4.58, while the emperor was ftiil conl'ul. It has more art than 
genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfc or tri- 
vial; the exprelhon is feeble and prolix: and Sidonius wants the 
iltill to exhibit the principal figure in a ftrong and diftinft light. The 
private life of Majorian occupies about two hundred lines, 107— 
3 ° 5 * 

wifdom. 
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wirdom, and unbounded liberality in a fcanty 
fortune. He followed the ftandard of JEtius, > — ^ — * 
contributed to his fuccefs, fhared, and fometimes 
eclipfed, his glory, and at laft excited the jea- 
loufy of the patrician, or rather of his wife, who 
forced him to retire from the fervice’\ Majo- 
rian, after the death of ^tius, was recalled, arrd 
promoted} and his intimate conneiftion with count 
Ricimer, was the immediate ftep by which he 
afeended the throne of the Weftern empire. 

During the vacancy that fucceeded the abdication 
of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whole birth‘ 
excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern- 
ed Italy, with the title of Patrician } religned, to 
his friend, the confpicuous llation of mafter- 
general of the cavalry and infantry} and, after 
an interval of fome months, confented to the 
unanimous wilh of the Romans, whofe favour 
Majorian had folicited by a recent victory over 
the Alemanni ”, He was invefted with the pur- 
ple at Ravenna } and the epidle which he ad- 
drelTed to the fenate, will beft deferibe his fitua- 
tion and his fentiments. “ Your eleflion, Con- 
feript Fathers ! and the ordinance of the mofl: 

H She prifTcd his immediate death, and was fcarccly fatisfied 
with his dil'grace. It fhould feein, that iEtius, like Belifarius and 
Marlborough, was governed by his wife j whofe fervent piety, 
though it might work miracles (Gregor. Turoii. 1 . ii. c. 7. p. 162.) 
was not incompatible with bafe and far.guinary cour.fels. 

35 The Alemanni had parted the Rhxtian Alps, and were defeat- 
ed in the Camfi Ctttiinl, or Valley of Bellinrono, through which the 
'refin flows, in its defeent from mount Adula, to the Lago Mag- 
g!ofe (Cliiver. Italia Antiq. tom. i. p. too, loi.). This boalted 
viflory over mee hundred Barbarians (PanegjT. Majorian, 375, &c.) 
hetrays the t.xlietuc weaknefs of Italy. • > 
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“ valiant army, have made me your emperor 
** May the propitious Deity diredl and profper 
the counfels and events of my adminiftration, 
** to your advantage, and to the public welfare ! 
“ For my own part, I did not afpire, I have fub- 
** mitted, to reign ; nor fliould I have difcharged. 
“ the obligations of a citizen, if I had refufed, 
“ with bafc and felfifli ingratitude, to fupport 
“ the weight of thofe labours, which were im- 
pofed by the republic. Affift, therefore, the 
** prince whom you have made ; partake the du- 
** ties which you have enjoined j and may our 
“ common endeavours promote the happincfs of 
an empire, 'which I have accepted from your 
hands. Be affured, that, in our times, juftice 
" Ihall refume her ancient vigour, and that vir- 
** tue fhall become not only innocent, but meri- 
“ torious. Let none, except the authors them- 
** felves, be apprehenfive of delations ”, which, 
** as a fubjeft, I have always condemned, and, 
“ as a prince, will feverely punilh. Our own 
** vigilance, and that of our father, the patrician 
Ricimer, fliall regulate all military affairs, and 

t 

Imperatorem me fa£lum, P. C. eleftionis veftrs aibitiio, et 
fortifTimi excrcitus ordinatione agnofcite (Novell. Majorian. tit. iii. 
p. 34.. ad Calcem Cod. Theodof.). Sidonius proclaims the unani- 
mous voice of the empire. 

— Poftquam ordine vobis 

Ordo omnis rcgnum dederat ; flebs, curia, itilet, 

Et collega fimul. - .. 384. 

This language is ancient and conftitutional ; and we may obferve, 
_ that the clergy were not yet conlldered as a diftin£l order of the date. 

37 Either ddationes, or ddationes, would afford a tolerable read- 
ing } but there is much more fenfe and fpirit in the latter, to which 
1 have therefore given the preference. 
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provide for the fafety of the Roman world, 
which we have faved from foreign and domeftic "f 

enemies You now underftand the maxims 
of my government: you may confide in the 
“ faithful love and fincere affurances of a prinee, 

“ who has formerly been the companion of your 
life and dangers ; who llill glories in the name 
of fenator, and who is anxious, that you fhould 
never repent of the judgment which you have 
pronounced in his favour.” The emperor, 
who, amidft the ruins of the Roman world, re- 
vived the ancient language of law and liberty, 
which Trajan would not have difclaimed, muft 
have derived thofe generous fentiments from his 
own heart j fince they were not fuggefted to his 
imitation by the culloms of his age, or the ex- 
ample of his predeceflbrs 

The private and public actions of Majorian His faiu-. 
are very imperfeftly known : but his laws, re- 
markable for an original caft of thought and 4-S7-46*- 
exprefiion, faithfully reprefent the charafter of a 
fovereign, who loved his people, who fympathized 
in their diftrefs, who had ftudied the caufes of 
the decline of the empire, and who was capable 
of applying, (as far as fuch reformation was 

3^ Ab externo hofte et a domellica clade libei'avimus i by the lat- 
ter, Majorian muft underftand the tyranny of Avitus ; whofe death 
be confequently avowed as a meritorious a£l. On this occafion, Si- 
donius is fearful and obfeure ; he deferibes the twelve Csefars, the 
nations of Africa, &c. that he may cfcape the dangerous name of 
Avitus (305 — 369.). 

39 See the whole edift or epiftle of Majorian to thefenate (Novell, 
tit. iv. p. 34.). Yet the expreffion, neflrum, bears Ibme taint 

of the age, and does not mix kindly with the word rcjfublica, which 
he frequently repeats. 

practicable) 
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CHAP. prafticablO judicious and efFeflual remedies to 

XXXVI ^ 

^ \ the public diforders His regulations concern- 

ing the finances manifeftly tended to ’•’".nove, or 
at leaft to mitigate, the moft intolerable griev- 
ances. I. From the firft hour of his reign, he 
was felicitous (I tranflate his own words) to re- 
lieve the weary fortunes of, the provincials, op- 
preffed by the accumulated weight of indidions 
and fuperindiftions With this view, he grant- 
ed an univerfal amnefty, a final and abfolute dif- 
charge of all arrears of tribute, of all debts, 
which, under any pretence, the fifeal officers 
might demand from tlie people. This wife dere- 
liction of obfolete, vexatious, and ’unprofitable 
claims, improved and purified the fources of the 
public revenue j and the fubjeft, who could now 
look back without defpair, might labour with 
hope and gratitude for himfelf and for his coun- 
try. II. In the aiTeffinent and colle«5lion of taxes 

. Majorian reftored the ordinary jurifdiftion of the 

provincial magiftrates ; and fupprefled the extra- 
ordinary commiffions which had been introduced, 
in the name of the emperor himfelf, or of the 
Praetorian praefefts. The favourite ferva'nts, who 
obtained fuch irregular powers, were infolent in 
their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands : 
they affe^led to defpife the fubordin'ate tribunals, 

40 See the laws of Majorian (they sre only nine in number, but 
very long and various), at the end of the Theodofian Code, Novell. 
1 . iv. p. 31 — 37.' Godefroy has not given any commentary on theft 

additional pieces. v 

4* Feffts proviucialiiini varia atque multiplici trlbutorum exaflioae 
fortunas, et extraoidinai iis iifcaJiuni folulionum oneribus attrius, 
&c. Novell. Majorian, tit. iv. p. 34. 

j and 
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And they were difcontented, if their fees and pro- 
fits did not twice exceed the I'um which they < 

condefcendcd to pay into the treafury. One in- 
ftance of their extortion would appear incredible, 
were it not authenticated by the legiflator him- 
fclf. They exacted the whole payment in gold : 
but they refufed the current coin of the empire, 
and would accept only fuch ancient pieces as 
were ftamped with the names of Fauftina or the 
Antonines. The fubjedt, who was unprovided 
with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to the 
expedient of compounding with their rapacious 
demands ; or, if he fucceeded in the refearch, his 
impofition was doubled, according to the weight 
and value of the money of former times 
III. “ The municipal corporations (fays the em- 
** peror), the lefler fenates (fo antiquity hasjuftly 
ftyled them), defervc to be confidered as the 
*' heart of the cities, and the finews of the rcpub- 
lie. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by 
** the injuftice of magiftrates, and the venality of 
colledlors, that many of their members, re- 
“ nouncing their dignity and their country, have 
** taken refuge in diftant and obfeure exile.” 

He urges, and even compels, their return to 
their refpedlive cities; but he removes the griev- 
ance_ which had forced them to defert the exercife 

4 » The learned Greaves (vol. i. p. 329, 330, 331.) has found, by 
a diligent inquiry, that aurti of the Antonines weighed one hundred 
and eighteen, and thofe of the £fth century only fixty-eight, Englith 
grains. Majorian gives currency to all gold coin, excepting only 
the Galiic fUidut, from its deficiency, not in the weight, but in the ftan- 
dard. 

.-of 
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^X3^r* municipal fundlions. They arc directed, 

s — ’■ under the authority of the provincial magiftrates, 
to refume their office of levying the tribute} but, 
inftead of being made refponfible for the whole 
fum aflefled on their diftridl, they are only requir- 
ed to produce a regular account of the payments 
which they have afbually received, and of the 
defaulters who are ftill indebted to the public. 
IV. But Majorian was not ignorant, that thefc 
corporate bodies were too much inclined to re- 
taliate the injuftice and oppreffion which they 
had fuffered ; and he therefore fcvives the ufeful 
office of the defenders of cities. He exhorts the 
people to cleft, in a full and free aflcmbly, fome 
man of difcretion and integrity, who would dare 
to aflert their privileges, to reprefent their griev- 
ances, to proteft the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abufes 
that were committed under the fanftion qf his 
name and authority. 

The edi- Thg fpcftator, who cads a mournful view over 

Rome, the ruins of ancient Rome, is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifchief which they had neither Icifure, nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. 
The temped of war might drike fome lofty tur- 
rets to the ground } but the dedruftion which un- 
dermined the foundations of thofc maffy fabrics, 
was profecuted, flowly and filently, during a 
period of ten centuries } and the motives of in- 
tered, that afterwards operated without fhame or 
controul, were feverely checked by the tade and 
fpirit of the emperor Majorian. The decay of 
3 the 


Digilizod by Coogle 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17S 

the city had gradually impaired the value of the 
public works. The circus and theatres might ■— ' v —'-* 
(till excite, but they feldom gratified, the defires 
of the people : the temples, which had efcaped 
the zeal of the Chriftians, were no longer inha- 
bited either by gods or men j the diminiflied 
crowds of the Romans were loft in the immenfc 
fpace of their baths and porticoes j and the 
ftately libraries and halls of juftice became ufe- 
lefs to an indolent generation, whofe repofe was 
feldom difturbed, either by ftudy, or bufinefs. 

The monuments of confular, or Imperial, great- 
nefs were no longer revered, as the immortal 
glory of the capital j they were only efteemed 
as an inexhauftible mine of materials, cheaper, 
and more convenient, than the diftant quarry. 
Specious petitions were continually addrefled to 
the eafy magiftrates of Rome, which ftated the 
want of ftones or bricks for fome neceffary fer- 
vice: the faireft forms of architedure were rudely 
defaced for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, 
repairs ; and the degenerate Romans, who convert- 
ed the fpoil to their own emolument, demolilhed, 
with facrilegious hands, the labours of their an- 
ceftors. Majorian, who had often fighed over 
the defolation of the city, applied a fevere re- 
medy to the growing evil He referved to 

the 

42 The whole edift (Novell. Majorian. tit. vi. p. 35 .) is curious. 

“ Antiquarum aedium difllpatur fpeciofa conftructio ; ct ut aiiquid 
“ reparetur, magna diruuntur. Hinc jam occafio nafeitur, ut ttiaiu 
“ unurquifque privatum *dificium conftiuens, per grntiam judi- 
“ cum .... pnefumere de publlcis locis necefiaria, ct transferre 
“ non dubitet," &c. With equal zeal, but with lefs power, Pe- 
trarch, 
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prince and fenate the foie cognifance of thd 

» — - ■ extreme cafes which might juflify the deftriic- 

V tion of an ancient edifice j impofed a fine of fifty 

pounds of gold (two thoufand pounds fterling), 
on every magiftrate, who fliould prefume to grant 
fuch illegal and fcandalous licence j and threaten- 
ed to chaftife the criminal obedience of their 
fubordinate officers, by a fevere whipping, and 
the amputation of both their hands. In the laft 
inftance, the legiflator might feein to forget the 
proportion of guilt and punifhment j but his zeal 
arofe from a generous principle, and Majorian 
was anxious to protefl the monuments of thofc 
ages, in which he would have defired and deferved 
to live. The emperor conceived, that it was his 
intereft: to increafe the number of his fubjecls ; 
that it was his duty to guard the purity of the 
marriage- bed : but the means which he employed 
to accompliffi thefe falutary purpofes, are of an 
ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, kind. 
The pious maids, who confecrated their virginity 
to Chrifi, were reflrained from taking the veil, 
till they had reached their fortieth year. Widows 
under that age were compelled to form a fecond 
alliance within the term of five years, by the for- 
feiture of half their wealth to their neareft rela- 
tions, or to the ftate. Unequal marriages were 
condemned or annulled. The puniffiment of 
confifeation and exile was deemed fo inadequate 

trarch, in the fourteenth century, repeated the fame complaints (Vitf 
de Petrarque, tom. i. p. 316, 317.). If I profecute this Hiftory, I 
fliall not be unmindful of the decline and fall of the ciy of Rome j 
an inteiefting objeft, to which my plan was originally confined. 

• to 
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to the guilt of adultery, that, if the crirnitlal 
returned to Italy, he might, by the exprefs de- »— v — ^ 
claration of Majorian, be flain with impunity**. 

While the emperor Majorian afliduoufly la- Majorian 
bourcd to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the 
Romans, he encountered the arms of Genferic, 
from his charafter and fituation, their moft for- 
midable enemy. A fleet of Vandals and Moors 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano: 
but the Imperial troops furprifed and attacked 
the difbrdcrly BarbarianSj who were encumbered 
with the fpoils of Campania j they were chaced 
with flaughter to their fhips, and their leader, 
the king’s brother-in-law, was found in the num- 
ber of the flain *’. Such vigilance might an- 
nounce the charadler of the new reign j but the 
ftrideft vigilance, and the moft numerous forces, 
were infuEcient to protefl the long-extended 
coaft of Italy, from the depredations of a naval 
war. The public opinion had impofed a nobler 
and more arduous talk on the genius of Majo- 
rian. Rome expedted from him alone the refti- 
tution of Africa; and the defign, which he form- 
ed, of attacking the Vandals in their new fettle- 
ments, was the refult of bold and judicious po- 
licy. If the intrepid emperor could’ have infufed 
his own fpirit into the youth of Italy ; if he could 


44 The emperor chides the lenity of Rogntian, confular of Tuf- 
cany, in a Ityle of acrimonious reproof, which founds almoft like 
perfonal refentment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 37.). The law of Majo- 
rian, which punilhed obftinate widows, was fcon afterw.uds repealed 
by his fucceffov Severus (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 37.). 

45 Siuon. Panegyr. Majorian. 385 — 440. 

VoL. VI. ' N have 
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^H^P. have revived, in the field of Mars, the manly 
exercifes in which he had always furpafled his 
equals ; he might have marched againft Genferic 
at the head of a Reman army. Such a reforma- 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the rifing generation ; but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes who laborioufly fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad- 
vantage, or to avert fome impending danger, 
they are forced to countenance, and even to mul- 
tiply, the moft pernicious abufes. Majorian, 
like the weakeft of his prcdeceflbrs, was reduced 
to the difgraceful expedient of fubftituting Bar- 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
fubjedls : and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inftrument, fo apt to 
recoil on the hand that ufed it. Befides the con- 
' federates, who were already engaged in the fer- 
' vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and 
valour attradled the nations of the Danube, the 
Boryfthenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the braveft fubjefls of Attila, the 
Xjepidas, the Oftrogoths, the Rugians, the Bur- 
gundians, the Suevi, the Alani, aflcmbled in the 
plains of Liguria } and their formidable ftrength 
was balanced by their mutual animofities*®. They 
pafled the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor 
led the way, on foot, and in complete armour j 

46 The review of the army, and palTage of the Alps, contain 
' the moft tolerable paftages of the Panegyric (+70—551.). M. de 
Buat (Hill, des Pcuplcs, Sec. tom. vlii, p. +9—55.) is a more fatis- 
. fafiory commentator, than either Savaron or Sinnond. 

-founding, 
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founding, with his long ftaff, the depth of the C H A p. 
‘ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians, 
who complained of the extreme cold, by the 
cheerful affurance, that they Ihould be fatisfied 
with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to (hut their gates : they foon im- 
plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo- 
rian. He vanquilhed Theodoric in the field j 
and admitted to his fnendfliip and alliance, a 
king whom he had found not unworthy of his 
arms. The beneficial, though precarious, re- 
union of the greateft part of Gaul and Spain, was 
the effefl of perfuafion, as well as of force 
and the independent Bagaudae, who had efcaped, 
or refifted, the opprefiion of former reigns, were 
difpofed to confide in the virtues of Majorian. 

His camp was filled with Barbarian allies j his 
throne was lupported by the zeal of an afTeftionate 
people; but the emperor had forefeen, that it 
was impoflible, without a maritime power, to 
atchieve the conquefl: of Africa. In the firft Pu- 
nic war, the republic had exerted fuch incre- 
dible diligence, that, within fixty days after the 
firfl: ftroke of the axe had been given in the forefl, 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the Tea Under circumftances 

47 T« on-Xiic, -r« >i Xeyan, is the juft and forcible diftinfllon of 
Prifeus (Excerpt. Legal, p. 42.) in a Ihort fiagment, which throws 
much light on the hiftory of Majorian. Jornandcs has fupprclfed the 
defeat and alliance of the Vifigoths, which were fokinniy proclaimed 
in Galicia; and are marked in the Chronicle of Idatius. ' ’ 

4 ” Flonis, 1 . ii,. c. 2. He amufes hiuiftlf with the poetical fancy, 
that the trees had been transformed into fliips: and indeed the whole 
tranfaflion, as it is related in the firft book of Polybius, deviates too 
much from the probable courfe of human events. 

'f'*' N 2 much 


Digiiiecd by Google 



i8o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

A P. much lefs favourable, Majorian equalled the fpi- 
u— rit and perfeverance of the ancient Romans^ 
The woods of the Apennine were felled; the 
arfenals and manufaftures of Ravenna and Mife- 
. num were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the public 
fervice ; and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies, with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veflels, was collefted in 
the fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena 
in Spain The intrepid countenance of Ma- 
jorian animated his troops with a confidence of 
vidory ; and if we might credit the hillorian 
Procopius, his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after difguifing the colour of 
his hair, to vifit Carthage, in the charadcr of 
his own ambaflador : and Genferic was after-, 
wards mortified by th;; difcovery, that he had 
entertained and difinilfed the emperor of the 
Romans. Such an anecdote may be rejeded as 
an improbable fidion ; but it is a fidion which 
would not have been imagined, unlefs in the life 

of a hero 
% 

49 Intfrea clitplici tfxis dum littore clalTem 

Inferno fuperoque niaii, cedit omnis in aequor 
Sylva tibi, &:c.— — 

Sidon. Panegyr. Majorian. 44.1 — 461. 

The nnmbcr of fhips, which Prifeus fixes at 300, is magnified, by 
an indefinite comparifon with the fleets of Agamemnon, Xerxes, 
and Auguflus. 

S° Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 8. p. 194. When Gen- 
feric conduffed his unknown guefl into the arfenal of Carthage, the 
arms claflied of their own accord. Majorian had tinged his yellow 
locks with a black colour. 

Without 
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Without the help of aperibnal interview, Gen- 
fcric was fufficicntly acquainted with the genius 
and defigns of his adverfary. He pradifed his his 
cuftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac- 
tifed them without fuccefs. His applications for 
peace became each hour more fubmiffive, and 
perhaps morefincere ; but the inflexible Majorian 
had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome could 
not be fafe, as long as Carthage exiiled in a 
hoflile ftate. The king of the Vandals diflrufted 
the valour of his native fubjeds, who were ener- 
vated by the luxury of the South*'; he fufpeded 
the fidelity of the vanquifhed people, who ab- 
horred him as an Arian tyrant; and the defperate 
meafufe, which he executed, of reducing Maur 
ritania into a defert *% Could not defeat the 
operations of the Roman emperor, who was at 
liberty to land his troops on any part of the Afri- 
can coafi. But Genferic was fayed from im- 
pending and inevitable ruin, by the treachery of 
fome powerful fubjeds ; envious, or apprehen- 
fivcj of their mafter’s fuccefs. Guided by their 
fecret intelligence, he furprifed the unguarded 


’ — S;}pliirque poritiis 

Immcnfis, robur luxu jam peididit ornne, 

Quo valuit dum pauper erat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 5;o. 

He afterwards applies to Gepferic, unjpftly as it Iltould I'ecm, the 
vices of his fubjtfls. 

J* He burnt the villages, and poifoued the fprings. (Prifeus, 
p. 43.) Dubos (Hilt. Critique, tom. i. p. +75 ) obl'eives, that the 
magazines which the Moors buried in the earth, might cl'cape his 
dertruftive fearch. Two or three hundred pits are foineiimes dug in 
fhe fiine place ; and each pit contains at Icall four hundred buHteU 
•f corn. Shaw’* Travels, p. 139. 

N 3 fleet 
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Carthagena : many of the (hips 
were funk, or taken, or burnt; and the prepa- 
rations of three years were deftroyed in a fingte 
day,”. After, this event, the behaviour of the 
two anragonifts Ihewed them fuperior to their 
fortune. The Vandal, inftead of being elated by 
this accidental victory, immediately renewed his 
I'olicitations for peace. The emperor of the Weft, 
who. was capable of forming grpat defigns, and of 
fupporting heavy difappointments, confented to 
a treaty, or rather to a fufpenfion of arms } in the 
full affurance that, before he could reftore his 
navy, he fliould be fupplied with provocations to 
juftify a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy, 
to profecute his labours for the public happinefs ; 
and, as he was confeious of his own integrity, he 
might long remain ignorant of the dark confpi- 
racy which threatened his throne and his life. 
The recent misfortune of Carthagena fullied the 
glory which had dazzled the eyes of the multi- 
tude : almoft every defeription of civil and mili- 
tary officers were exafperated againft the Re- 
former, fince they all derived fome advantage 
from the abufes which he endeavoured to fup- 
prefs ; and the patrician Ricimer impelled the 
inconflant paffions of the Barbarians againft a 
prince whom he efteemed and hated. The vir- 
tues of Majorian could not proteft him from the 
impetuous fedition, which broke out in the camp 

I J! IilatUit, who was fafe in Gallicia from the power of Ricimer, 

holdly ami honclUy declares, Vandal! per proditores admoniti, &c. 
he dilfembles, however, the name of the traitor. 

near 
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near Tortona, at the foot of the Alps. He was 
compelled to abdicate the Imperial purple : five 
days after his abdication, it was reported that he 
died of a dyfentery’*; and the humble tomb, 
which covered his remains, was confecrated by 
the refpedl: and gratitude of fucceeding genera- 
tions ”, The private character of Majorian in- 
fpired love and refpedt. Malicious calumny and 
fatirc excited his indignation, or, if he himfelf 
v/ere the objetfl, his contempt : but he pretefted 
the freedom of wit, and in the hours which the 
emperor gave to the familiar fociety of his friends, 
he could indulge his tafie for pleafantry, without 
degrading the majefiy of his rank 

It was not perhaps without fome regret, that ; 
Ricimer facrificed his friend to the interefl: of his ! 
ambition but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to | 
avoid the irrtprudent preference of fuperior virtue 
and merit. At his command, the obfequious 


Procop. tie Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. S. p. 194.. Tlie teftiinony 
of Idatius is fair and impartial; “ Majoiianum dc Galliis Komam 
“ redcuntem, et Romano imperio vcl nomini res ncccifarias ordi- 
“ nantem; Richinicr livore pcrcitus, et imuderum confilio fntnis, 
“ frauds intcrficit circumventuin.’' Some read Sutvaram, and I atn 
unwilling to efface either of the words, as they e.xpiels the diifcient 
accomplices who united in the confpiracy again!! Majorian. 

ss See the Epigrams of Ennodius, N” cxxxv. inter Sirmoud 
Opera, tom. i. p. 1903. It js flat and obicure ; but Ennodius was 
made bifhop of Pavia fifty years afier the death of Majorian, and his 
praife deferves credit and regard. 

Sidonius givesa tedious account (I. i. epifl. xi. p. 25 — 31.) of 
a flipper at Arles, to which he was invited by Majorian, a flioi t lime 
before his death. He had no intention of praifing a deceafed em- 
peror ; but a eafual difinterefted remark, “ Subrifit Aygullus ; ut 
“ erat, auftoritate fervatii, cum fe commnnioni dediflit, joci ple- 
V nus,” outweighs the fix hundred lines of his vsnal paregyiic. 

N 4 I’cnate 
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Rome bellowed the Imperial title or| 
Libius Severus, who afcendcd the throne of the 
Weft without emerging from the obfcurity of a 
private condition. Hillory has fcarcely deigned 
to notice his birth, his elevation, his charader, 
or his death. Severus expired, as foon as his 
life becarrie inconvenient to his patron ” j and 
it would be ufclefs to diferiminate his nominal 
reign in the vacant interval of fix years, between 
the death of Majorian, and the elevation of An- 
themius. During that period the government 
was in the hands of Ricimer alqne j and although 
the modeft Barbarian difclaimed the name of 
king, he accumulated treafures, formed a feparate 
army, negociated private alliances, and ruled 
Italy with the fame independent and defpotic 
authority, which was afterwards exercifed by 
Odoacer and Theodoric. But his dominions 
were bounded by the Alps j and two Roman ge- 
nerals, Marccllinus and Aigidius, maintained 
their allegiance to the Republic, by rejeding, 
with difdain, the phantom which he ftyled an 
Revolt of (;mperor. Marcellinus ftill adhered to the old 
mis^Tn**' religion j and the devout Pagans, who fecretly 
Dalmatia, difobeyed the laws of the church and (late, ap- 
plauded his profound Ikill in the fcier.ee of 
divination. But he poffeffed the mere valuable 

57 Sidonius (Paneg)’r. Anthem. 317,) difmifles him to hea- 
• ven. 

Auxerat Augvftus natiirx lege Severus 
Divonim nuinenitn. 

And an old lift of the emperors, compered about the time of Jufti- 
' nian, praifes his piety, and fixes his refulence at Rome (Sirmond 
Not. ad Sidon. p. Ill, II2.). 

^ualifi- 
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qualifications oflearning, virtue, and courage 
the ftudy of the Latin literature had improver) -^-. V 

his tafte j and his military talents had r^com^ 
mended him to the efteem and confidence of the 
great iEtius, in whofe ruin he was involved. By 
a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly aflTerted his liberty 
amidfl: the convulfions of the Weftern empire. 

His voluntary, or relufbant, fubmifllon, to the 
authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the 
government of Sicily, and the command of an 
army, ftationed in that ifland to oppofe, or to 
attack, the Vandals j but his Barbarian merce- 
naries, after the emperor’s death, were tempte4 
to revolt by the artful liberality of Ricimer* 

At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
Intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, affumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fecured the love* of his fubjefls by a mild 
and equitable reign, built a fleer, which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafis of Italy and of Africa ”, 
^gidius, the mafter-general of Gaul, who anJ of 
equalled, or at leaft who imitated, the heroes 
of ancient Rome ®°, proclairned his immortal 

re fen t- 


S* Tillenioct, who Is always fcandallzcd by the viitues of Infit 
dels, attributes this advantageous portrait cf MarceUlnus (which 
Stildas has prefeivcd), to the partial zeal of fome Pagan hiltorinn 
JHid. dcs linipereurs, toiii. vi. p. 330.). 

59 Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 6. p. ipi. In various 
circumftances of the life of IVtarcrllinus, it is not eai'y to reconcile 
the Greek lultorian with the Latin Chronicles of the tiines. 

60 I muft apply to iEgidlus, the praifes which Sidon' 13 (Panegvr. 
J^lajorian, 553.) bellows on a nameltfs inafter-gcnefai, who com- 

nUKded 
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CHAP, refentment againfl: the aflalTins of his beloved 

XXXVI. ^ 

« i mafter. A brave and numerous army was at- 
tached to his ftandard ; and, though he was pre- 
vented by the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of 
the Vifigoths, frpm marching to the gates of 
Rome, he maintained his independent fove- 
reignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name 
of iEgidius refpedable both in peace and war. 
The Franks, who had puniflicd with exile the 
youthful follies of Childeric, elefted the Roman 
general for their king; his vanity, rather than 
his ambition, was gratified by that fingular ho- 
nour ; and when the nation, at the end of four 
years, repented of the injury which they had 
offered^to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince. 
The authprity of ^gidius ended only with his 
life; and the fufpicions of poifon and fecret vio- 
lence, which derived fome countenance from the 
charafter of Ricimer, were eagerly entertained 
by the palTionate credulity of the Gauls 

Naval war The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 

dais,* Weftern empire was gradually reduced, was 

a’.d. 


467' tnanded the rear-guard of Maforian. Idatins, from public report, 
commends his Chriftian piety ; and Prifcus mentions (p. 41.) his 
military virtues. 

6* Greg. Turon. 1 . li. c. 12. in tom. ii. p. 16S. The Pere 
Daniel, whofe ideas were fuperficial and modern, has ftarted fome 
objeftions agninft the ftory of Childeric (Hill.de France, tom. i. 
Preface Hillorique, p. Ixxvili. &c.) : but they have been fairly fa- 
tisfied by Dubos (Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 460— 5jo.), and by 
two authors who difputcd the prize of the Academy of SoilTons 

(p. ,j, ,77. 310—339.) With regard to the term of Childeric's 

exile, it is neceCary either to prolong the life of aEgidius beyond 
the date alEgned by the Chronicle of Idatius ; or to, correft the text 
of Gregory, by reading qxaria anno, inllead of tda *. 

afflided^ 
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afBidled, under the reign of Ricimer, by the 
inceflant depredations of the Vandal pirates**. j 

In the fpring of each year, they equipped a for- 
midable navy in the port of Carthage j and Gen- 
fcric himfelf, though in a very advanced age, ftill 
commanded in perfon the moft important expe- 
ditions. His defigns were concealed widi im- 
penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he 
hoifted fail. When he was alked by his pilot, 
what courfe he Ihould fteer ; “ Leave the deter- 
mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
with, pious arrogance) j they will tranfport us 
“ to the guilty coaft, whole inhabitants have 
** provoked the divine juftice but if Genferic 
himfelf/deigned to iffue more precife orders, he 
judged the moft wealthy to be the moft criminal. 

The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of 
Spain, Liguria, Tufeany, Campania, Lucania, 
Bruitium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, 

Epirus, Greece, and Sicily ; they were tempted 
to fubdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage- 
oufly placed in the centre of the Mediterranean; 

The naval war of Genferic is deferibed by Piifcus (Excerpta 
Legation, p. 41. )> Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 5. p. 185, 

190. and c. li. p. iaS.)i Viftor Vitenfis (de Perfecui. V.tndal. 

1 . i. c. 17., and Ruinart, p. 467 — 481.), and in the three p.ine- 
gyrics of Sidoiiius, whofe chronological order is abfurdly tranf- 
pofed in the editions both of Savaron and Sirmond. (Avit. Cann. 
vii. 441— 451. Majorian, Cann. v. 317 — 350. 385 — 440. An- 
them. Carm. ii. 348 — 3R6.) In one pafTage the poet feenis infpired 
by his fubjeft, and exprelTcs a ftrong idea, by a lively image : 

• • • - Hinc Vandalus hoftis 
Urget; et in noftrum numerosa clafle quotannis 
Militat excidium ; converfoque ordine Fati 
Torrida Caucafeos infert mihi Byrfa furores. , 

and 
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CHAP, and rheir arms fpread dcfolation, or terror, from 

XXXVI * ^ 

^ ~i the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoil 
than of glory, they feldpm attacked any fortified 
.cities, or engaged any regular troops in the open 
iield. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time, to threaten and 
fo attack the moft diftant objedls, which at- 
trafted their defircs^ and as they always emr 
barked a fufficiehc number of horfes, they had no 
fooner landed, than they fwept the difmayed 
country with a body of light cavalry. Yet, not- 
withftanding the example of their king, the 
native Vandals and Alani infenfibly declined this 
toilfome and perilous warfare; the hardy gene- 
ration of the firft conquerors was almoft extin- 
guifhed, and their fons, who were born in 
Africa, enjoyed the d'.licious baths and gardens 
which had been acquired by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place was readily fupplled by a 
various multitude of Moors and Romans, of 
captives and outlaws ; and thofe defperate 
wretches, who had already violated the laws of 
their country, were the moft eager to promote 
the atrocious afts .which difgrace the yidlories of 
Genferic. In the treatment of his unhappy pri- 
foners, he fometimes corjfulted his avarice, and 
fometimes indulged his cruelty; and the maflacre 
of five hundred noble citizens of Zant or Za? 
cynthus, whofe mangled bodies he caft into the 
Ionian fca, was imputed, by the public indigT 
nation, to his lateft jjofterity. 

Such 
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Such crimes could not be cxcufed by any pro- 
vocations; but the war, which the king of the 
Vandals profccuted againfl: the Roman empire, 
was judified by a fpecious and reafonable motive. 
The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the 
foie heirefs of the Theodofian houfe ; her elder 
daughter, Eudocia, became the reluftant wife of 
Hunncric, his cldefl fon ; and the ftern father, 
aflerting a legal claim, which could not eafily be 
refuted or fatisfied, demanded a juft proportion 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at. 
* leaft a valuable, compenfation, was ofi'ered by 
the Eaftcrn emperor, to purchafe a neceflary 
peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla- 
cidia, were honourably reftored, and the fury of 
the Vandals was confined to the limits of the 
Weftcrn empire. The Italians, deftitute of a 
naval force, which alone was capable of protedl- 
ing their coafts, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the Eaft; who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy 
of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two 
empires had alienated their intereft and their in- 
clinations ; the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged ; and the Weftcrn Romans, inftead of 
arms and (hips, could only obtain the alTiftancc 
of a cold and ineffeftual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer, who had long ftruggled with the diffi- 
culties of his fituation, w'as at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the 
hymble language of a fubjeft j and Italy fub- 

mitted, 
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CHAP, mittcd, as the price and fecurity of the alliaricci 
■L i to accept a mafter from the choice of the cmpclror 
of the Eaft **. It is not the purpofe of the pre- 
fent chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to 
' continue the diftindt feries of the Byzantine 

hiftory j but a concife view of the reign and cha- 
radlcr of the emperor Leo, may explain the laft 
efforts that were attempted to fave the falling 
empire of the Weft 

Leo, em- Since the death of the younger Theodofius, the 
Sj^Eaft! domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been 
A-D. interrupted by war or fadlion. Pulcheria had 
beftowed her hand, and the fceptre of the Eaft, 
on the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefully 
reverenced her auguft rank and virgin chaftityj 
and, after her death, he gave his people the ex- 
ample of the religious worlhip, that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial faint **. Attentive 

"I The poet hirafdf is compelled to acknowledge the diftrefs of 
Ricimer : 

Piaeterea inviftus Ricimer, quern pubHca fata 
Refpiciunt, frtfrit folus vix Uartt repellit 
Piratam per rura vagum 

Italy addrelTes her complaint to theTyber, and Rome, at the feli- 
citation of die river god, tranfports herfelf to Conftantinople, 
renounces her ancient claims, and implores the fricndfhip of 
Aurora, the goddefs of the Eaft. This fabulous inachineiy, 
which the genius of Claudlan had iifed and abufed, is the conftant 
and miferable refource of the mufe of Sidonlus. 

The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Ze- 
no, are reduced to feme iniperfefl fragments, whofe deficiencies 
muft be fupplied from the more recent compilations of Tbeophanes, 

Zonaras, and Cedrenus. 

St, Pulcheria died A. D. 453, four years before her nominal 
hufband ; and her feftival is celebrated on the joth of September by 
the modem Greeks : fhe bequeathed an Immenfe patrimony to pious, 
or at leaft to eeclefiaftical, ufes. See Tilleraont, Memoires Ecclef. 
tom. XV, p. iSi — 1 ? 4 . 

to 
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to the profperity of his own dominions, Marcian 
feemcd to behold, with indifference, the misfor- 
tunes of Rome ; and the obftinatc rcfufal of a 
a brave and ailive prince, to draw his fword 
againft the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret pro- 
mife, which had formerly been exaifled from him 
when he was a captive in the power of Genfe- 
ric The death of Marcian, after a reign of 
feven years, would have expofed the Eafl; to the 
danger of a popular eledtion j if the fuperior 
weight of a fingle family, had not been able to 
incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
whofe intereft they fupported. The patrician 
Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head ; if he would have fubfcribed the Nicenc 
creed During three generations, the armies 
of the Bail were fuccefTively commanded by his 
father, by himfclf, and by his fon Ardaburius : 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed the palace and the capital; and 
the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafures, 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful. 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal 
fteward of his houfehold. His nomination was 
, unanimoufly ratified by the fenate ; and the fer- 
vant of Afpar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch, or bilhop, who was 
permitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony. 

See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. !. i. c. 4. p. 185. 

*7 From this dilability of Afpar to afeend the tlirone, it may be 
inferred that the (lain of Hert^ was perpetual and indelible, while 
that of Berhri/m difappeared in the fecond generation. 

I , the 
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the fufFrage of the Deity **. This emperor, thef 
fifft of the name of Leo, has been diftinguiflied 
by the title of the Great ; from a fucceflion of 
princes, who gradually fixed, in the opinion of 
the Greeks, a very humble ftandard of heroic, or 
at leaft of royal, perfection. Yet the temperate 
firmncfs with which Leo refilled the oppreflion of 
his benefactor, Ihewed that he was confcious of 
his duty and of his prerogative. Afpaf was alto* 
nilhed to find that his influence could no longer 
appoint a prasfeCt of Conftantinople : he pre- 
fumed to reproach his fovereign with a breach of 
promife, and infolently lhaking his purple, ** It 
“ is not proper (faid he), that the man who is 
** invefted with this garment, Ihould be guilty 
of lying.” “ Nor is it proper (replied Leo)j 
** that a prince Ihould be compelled to refign 
** his own judgment, and the public intereft, to 
** the will of a fubjeCl After this extraor- 
dinary feene, it was impolfible that the reconci- 
liation of the emperor and the patrician could 
be fincere ; or, at leaft, that it could be folid and 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians was fecretly 
levied, and introduced into Conftantinople j and 

Theophaties, p. 95. This appears to be the firft origin of a 
tercmdtiy, which all the Chriftian princes of the world have (ince 
adopted ; and from which the clergy have deduced the moft formid* 
able confequences. 

69 Cedrenus (p. 345, 346 -)> who was converfant with the wri-. 
ters of better days, has prel'ervcd the remarkable words of Afpar, 

aUTr,* T»l» aXVfyiJa w§pi$ihXiriun>s* w 

70 The power of the Ifaurians agitated the Eaftern empire in the 
two fucceeding reigns of Zeno and .anaftafius ; but it ended in the 
dtftruftion of ihofe Barbarians, who maintained their fierce indepen- 
dence about two bundled and thiity years. 

while 
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while Leo undermined the authority, and pre- 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his ■ -y-iV 
mild and cautious behaviour reftrained them 
from any rafh and defperate attempts, which 
might have been fatal to themfelves, or their 
enemies. The meafures of peace and war were 
affedled by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majefty of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and intereft en- 
gaged him to favour the caufe of Genferic, 

When Leo had delivered himfelf from that ig- 
nominious fcrvitude, he liftened to the com- 
plaints of the Italians ; refolved to extirpate the 
tyranny of the Vandals ; and declared his alliance 
with his colleague, Anthemius, whom he fo- 
lemnly invefted with the diadem and purple of 
the Weft. • 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been Amhe- 
magnified, fince the Imperial defeent, which he pe'rorofthe ^ 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, 
has been fwelled into a line of emperors But + 67 -- 7 »» 
the merit of his immediate parents, their honours, 
and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the 
moft illuftrious fubjefts of the Plaft. His father, 

Procopius, obtained, after his Perfian embafly, 
the rank of general and patrician j and the name 
of Anthemius was derived from his maternal 

71 -I. Tali tu civis ab urbe 

Procopio genitorc micas ; cui prifea propago 
jtugujiii venit a froavis. 

The poet (Sidon. Panegyr. Anthem. 67 — 306.) then proceeds to 
relate the private life and fortunes of'the future emperor, with which 
he muft have been very imperfeilly acquainted. • 

VoL. VI. O grand- 
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A.D.467, 
April 11. 


grandfather, the celebrated prsefefb, who pro- 
tedled, with fo much ability and fuccefs, the in- 
fant reign of Theodofius. The' grandfon of the 
prsfedt was railed above the condition of a pri- 
vate fubjedl, by his marriage with Euphemia, the 
daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplen- 
did alliance, which might fuperfede the necelTity 
of merit, haftened the promotion of Anthemius 
to the fuccelTive dignities of count, of mafter- 
general, of confiil, and of patrician j and his 
merit or fortune claimed the honours of a vidory, 
which was obtained on the banks of the Danube, 
over the Huns. Without indulging an extrava- 
gant ambition, the fon-in-law of Marcian might 
hope to be his fucreflbr ; but Anthemius fupported. 
the difappointment with courage and patience; 
and his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap- 
proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy 
to reign, till he afeended the throne’*. The em- 
peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople, 
attended by feveral counts of high diftindion, 
and a body of guards, almoft equal to the 
ftrength and numbers of a regular army : he en- 
tered Rome in triumph, and the choice of Leo 
was confirmed by the fenate, the people, and the 
Barbarian confederates of Italy The folemn 


7* Sidonius dtfeoVers, with tolerable ingenuity, that this difap- 
pointment added new luftre to the virtues of Anthemius (110, 
&c.), who declined one feeptre, and relu£lantly accepted another 

(ii, &c.). 

73 The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the 
ftate (ic — 22.) : and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the force, 
which attended his march. 

4 , inauguration 
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inauguration of Anthemius was followed by the 
nuptials of his daughter and the patrician Rici- 
mer j a fortunate event, which was confidered as 
the firmeft fecurity of the union and happinefs of 
the Rate. The wealth of two empires was often- 
tatioufly difplayed ; and many fenators completed 
their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguife their 
poverty. All feripus bufinefs was fufpended du- . 
ring this feftival ; the courts of juftice were fhut j 
the (Ireets of Rome, the theatres, the places of 
public and private refort, refounded with hyme- 
nseal fongs and dances; and the royal bride, 
clothed in filken robes, with a crown on her 
head, was conduced to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military drefs for the habit 
of a conful and a fenator. On this memorablfe 
occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambition had been 
fo fatally blafted, appeared as the orator of Au- 
Vergne, among the provincial deputies who ad- 
dreffed the throne with congratulations or corrt- 
plaints The calends of January werfe now ap- D.468, 

proaching, and the venal poet, who had loved January 
Avitus, and efteemed Majorian, was perfuaded 
by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic verfe, the 
merit, the felicity; the fecond confullhip; and 
the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius. 

Sidonius pronounced, with affurance and fuccefs, 
a panegyric which is ftill extant; and whatever 
might be the imperfedtions, either of the fubjeft 

7+ Intcrvenl autem nuptiis Patricii RIcimeris, cui filia perennis 
Augufti in fpem publics fecuritatis copulabatui'. The joui ney of 
Sidonius fsom Lyons, and the feftival of Rome, are deferibed with 
feme fpirit. L, i, epift, 5, p. 9 — 13. Epift. 9. p. n> 

O 2 or 
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CHAP, or of the compofition, the welcome flatterer was 
. immediately rewarded with the prsefedure of 
Rome ; a dignity which placed him among the 
illuftrious perfonages of the empire, till he wifely 
preferred the more rc(pc6lable charadter of a 
bifliop and a faint 

Thefefti- The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
rup««a^ and catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave 
to the Weft nor do they forget to obferve, that 
when he left Conftantinople, he converted his pa- 
lace into the pious foundation of a public bath, 
a church, and an hofpital for old men Yet 
fome fufpicious appearances are found to fully the 
theological fame of Anthemius. From the con- 
verfation of Philotheus, a Macedonian fedtary, he 
had imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration; 
and the Heretics of Rome would have alTembled 
with impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
Sr. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un- 
popular indulgence Even the Pagans, a feeble 

and 

7J SiJonlus ( 1 . i. epift. 9. p. »J, i+O very fairly ftates his mo- 
tive, his labour, and his reward. “ Hie ipfe Panegyrieus, C noA 
«« judicium, eerie eventum, boni opens, accepit.” He was made 
bilhopof Clermont, A.D. ^ 71 . Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. 
xvi. p. 750. 

76 The palace of Anthemios Hood on the banks of the Propontis, 
In the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-in-law of the emperor Theo- 
philus, obtained permiflion to purchafe the ground ; and ended his 
days in a monaftery which he founded on that delightful fpot. Du- 
cange, Conftantinopolis Chriftiana, p. U 7 - 

77 Papa Hilarus , . . apud beatum Petnim Apoftolum, palam 
i,e id fieret clara vocc conftrinxit, in tantum ut non ea facienda cum 
interpofitione juramenti idem proroitteiet Imperator. GelaCus 
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and obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes 
from the indifference, or partiality, of Anthe- ■_ ‘ 

mius j and his fingular friendfhip for the philo- 
fopher Severus, whom he promoted to the con- 
fulfliip, was afcribed to a fecret project, of revi- 
ving the ancient worfliip of the Gods Thefc 
idols were crumbled into duff ; and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations, 
was fo univerfallydifbelicved, that it might be em- 
ployed without fcandal, or at leaft without fufpi- 
cion, by Chriftian poets’®. Yet the veftiges of 
fuperftition were not abfolutely obliterated, and 
the fcftival of the Lupercalia, whofe origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome, was ftill cele- 
brated under the reign of Anthemius. The fa- 
vage and fimple rites were expreffive of an early 
ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and 
agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided over 
the toils and pleafures of the paftoral life, Pan, 

Faunus, and thdr train of fatyrs, were fuch as 
the fancy of fhepherds might create, fportive, 
petulant, and lafcivious j whofe power was li- 
mited, and whofe malice was inoffenfive. A 

tol. ad Andronicmn, apud Baron. A. D. 467. N° 3. The cardi- 
nal obferves, with fome complacency, that it was much eafier to 
plant herefies at Conftantinople, than at Rome. 

7 * Damafcius, in the life of the philofopher Ifidore, apud Pho- 
tium, p. 1049. Damafcius, who lived under Jullinian, coinpofed 
another work, confifting of 570 praeternatural ftories of fouls, dae- 
mons, apparitions, the dotage of Platonic Paganifm. 

79 In the poetical works of Sidonius, which he afterwards con- 
demned (1. ix. epift. 16. p. 285.), the fabulous deities are the prin- 
cipal aftors. If Jerom was fcourged by the angels for only reading 
Virgil; the bifhop of Clermont, for fuch a vile imitation, deferved 
an additional whipping from the mufes. 

O 3 goat 


Digitized by Google 



198 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

offering the beft adapted to their 
j charafter and attributes j the flelh of the viftim 
was roafted on willow fpits ; and the riotous 
youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 
about the fields, with leather thongs in 'their 
hands, communicating, as it was fuppofed, the 
blelling , of fecundity to the women whom 
they touched The altar of Pan was erefted, 
perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark re- 
cefs in the fide of the Palatine-hill, watered by ^ 
perpetual fountain, and fhaded by an hanging 
grove. A tradition, that, in the fame place, 
Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf, ' 
rendered it ftill more facred and venerable in thq 
eyes of the Romans j and this fylvan fpot wa? 
gradually furrounded by the (lately edifices of the 
Forum ®'. After the converfion of the Imperial 
' city, the Chriftians Hill continued, in the month 

of February, the annual celebration of the Lu- 
percalia; to which they afcribed a fecret and 
myfterious influence on the genial powers of the 
animal and vegetable world. The biffiops of 
Rome were felicitous to abolilh a profane cuf- 
pm, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ^ 
but their zeal was not fupported by the authority 
cf the civil ma^iftrate ; the inveterate abufe fub? 

Ovid (Faft. 1 . ii. 267 — 4 s *0 has given an amufing defcrip- 
tion of the follies of antiquitj’-, which dill infpired fo much refpeff, 
that a grave magiftratc, running naked through tlie ftreets, was not 
an ohjeft of aftonifliment or laughter. 

Sec Dionyf. Halicarn. 1 . i. p. 25.' 65. edit. Hudfon. "fhe 
Jsoman Antiquaries, Donatus, ( 1 . ii. c. 18. p, 173, 174.) and 
Nardini (p. 3S6, 3S7.), havy laboured to afeertain the true Ctuation 
pf the Lupercal. 
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lifted till the end of the fifth ceqtury, and pope chap. 
GeJafius, who purified the capital from the laft 
ftain of idolatry, appealed, by a formal apology, 
the murmurs of the fenate and people 

In all his public declarations, the emperor Leo Prerara- 
aflumes the authority, and profefies the affedion, 
of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with whom he Vandaisof 
had divided the adminiftration of the univerfe ‘A.D.468. 
The fituation, and perhaps the character, of Leo, 
diftliaded him from expnfing his perfon to the toils 
and dangers of an African war. But the powers 
of the Eaftern empire were ftrenuoufty exerted to 
deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van- 
dals; and Genferic, who had fo long oppreffed 
both the land and fea, was threatened from every 
fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign 
was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of 
the pracfeft Heraclius The troops of Egypt, 

** Baronius publilhed, from the MSS. of the Vatican, this epiftle' 
of pope Gelafius (A. D. 496. N° 28 — 45.), which is entitled Ad- 
verfus Andromachum Senatorem, caeterofque Romanos, qui Luper- , 
calia fectiridum morem priftinum colenda conilituebant. Gelafius al- 
ways /iippofes that his adverfaries are nominal Chrlflians, and that 
he may not yield to them in abfuyd prejudice, he imputes to thi^ 
harmkfs feftival, all the calamities of the age. 

Itaque nos quibus totius mqndi regimpn eommifit fupema pro-' 
vifio .... Pius ettriumphatorfemper Auguftus filiqs nofter Anthe- 
mius, licet Divina Majeftas et nodra cieatio pietati ejus plcnam Im- 
perii compiiffit poteftatem, &c. . . . Such is the dignified ftyle of 
Leo, whom Anthemius refpeftfully names, D'ominus et Pater mens 
Princeps facratiflimus Leo. See Novell. Anthem, tit. ii, iii.' p. 38. 
ad calcem. Cod. Theod. 

The expedition of Heraclius is clouded with difficulties (Tille- 
mont. Hill, des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 640.), and it requires foine 
dexterity to ufe the circumttances affonled by Theophanes, without 
injury to the more rcfpcflable evidence of Procopius. 
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c H A P. Thcbais, and Libya, were embarked under hia 

XXXVI. ^ 

command ; and the Arabs, with a train of horfes 
and camels, opened the roads of the defert. He- 
raclius landed on the coaft of Tripoli, furprifed 
and lubdued the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed to join the Imperial army under 
the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this 
lofs extorted from Genfcric, fome infidious and 
ineffedtual propofitions of peace : but he was ftill 
more ferioufly alarmed by the reconciliation of 
Marcellinus with the two empires. The inde- 
pendent patrician had been perfuaded to acknow- 
ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he 
accompanied in his journey to Rome •, the Dal- 
matian fleet was received into the harbours of 
Italy; the aftive valour of Marcellinus expelled 
the Vandals from the ifland of Sardinia j and the 
languid efforts of the Weft added fome weight to 
the immenfe preparations of the Eaftern Romans. 
The expence of the naval armament, which Leo 
Tent againft the Vandals, has been diftindlly afeer-r 
tained j and the curious and inftrudtive account 
difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The 
royal demefnes, or private patrimony of the prince, 
fupplied feventeen thoufand pounds of gold; forty- 

*5 The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyrene, 
was much longer than that of Heraclius from Tripoli, He pafled 
the deep Tandy defert in thirty days, and it was found necelTary to 
provide, befides the ordinary fupplies, a great number of (kins filled 
with water, and feveral PJjfUit who were fuppofed to pofTefs the art 
of fucking the wounds which had been made by the feipents of their 
native country. See Plutarch in Caton. Uticens, torn, iv, p. *75. 
StraboD. Geograph. 1 . xvii. p. 1193. 
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feven thoufand pounds of gold, and feven hun- 
dred thoufand of filver, were levied and paid into 
the treafiiry by the Prsetorian prsefcds. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty ; and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a 
valuable obje£t of the revenue, does not fuggefl: 
the idea of a juft, or merciful, adminiftration. 
The whole expence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
the fum of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the prefent 
age The fleet that failed from Conftantinople 
to Carthage, confifted of eleven hundred and 
thirteen (hips, and the number of foldiers and 
mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men, 
Bafilifcus, the brother of the emprefs Vorina, was 
entrufted with this important command. His 
After, the wife of Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againft the Scythians. But 
the" difeovery of his guilt, or incapacity, was re- 
ferved for the African warj and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by afferting, 
that he had confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen- 


** The principal fum is clearly exprelTed by Procopius (de Bell. 
Vandal. 1 . i. c. vi. p. 191.); the fraaller conftituent parts, which 
Tillemont (Hid. des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 396.) has laboi ioudy 
collefted from the Byzantine writers, are lefs certain, and lefs im- 
portant. The hiftorian Malchus laments the public mifery (Ex- 
cerpt. ex Suida in Corp. Hilt. Byzant. p. 58.) j but he is furely un- 
juft, when he charges Leo with hoarding the trealures which he ex- 
torted from the people. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 
feric, and to betray the laft hope of the Weftem 
empire. 

Experience has fhewn, that the fuccefs of an 
invader moft commonly depends on the vigour 
and celerity of his operations. The ftrength and 
fharpnefs of the firft impreflion are blunted by de- 
lay; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly 
languifh in a diflrant climate ; the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never be repeated, is filently confumed j and every 
hour that is wafted in negociation, accuftoms the 
enemy to contemplate and examine thofe hoftiJe 
terrors, which, on their firft appearance, he deemed 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifeus 
purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus to the coaft of Africa. He landed 
his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontory of' 
Mercury, about forty miles from Carthage*^. 
The army of Heraclius, and the fleet of Marcel- 
linus, either joined or feconded the Imperial lieu- 
tenant ; and the Vandals, who pppofed his pro-* 
grefs by fca or land, were fucceflively van- 
quifhed “. If Bafilifeus had feized the moment 
of confternation, and boldly advanced to the ca- 
pital, Carthage muft have furrendered, and the 

*7 This promontory is forty miles from Carthage (Procop. 1. i. c. 6 , 
p. 19a.) and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shaw’s Travels, p. 89.). 
Scipio landed farther in the bay, at the fair promontory j fee the ani« 
mated defeription of Livy, xxix. 26, 27. 

*5 Theophanes (p. too.) afGrms that many (liips of the Vandals 
were funk. The alTertion of Jornandes (de Succefllone Regn.), 
that Bafilircus attacked Cafthage, mud be underdood in a very qua- 
lified fenfe. 
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kingdom of the Vandals was extineuilhed. Gen- chap. 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded . ^ % 

it with his veteran dexterity. He protefted, in 
the mofl: rcfpeftful language, that he was ready to 
fubmit his perfon, and his dominions, to the will 
of the emperor ; but he requcfted a truce of five 
days to regulate the terms of his fubmiffion j and 
it was univerfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego- 
ciation. Inftead of obftinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneftly folicited, the 
guilty, or the credulous, Bafilifcus confented to 
the fatal truce j and his imprudent fecurityfeemed 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelf as 
the conqueror of Africa. During this fliort inter- 
val, the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largcft fhips of war 
with the braveft of the Moors and Vandals; and 
they towed after them many large barks> filled 
with combuftible materials. In the obfcurity of 
the night, 'thefe deftruflive veflels were impelled 
again ft the unguarded and unfufpeiling fleet of 
the Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of 
their inftant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order afllfted the progrefs of the fire, which was 
communicated with rapid and irrefiftible violence; 
and the noife of the wind, the crackling of the 
flames, the dilTonant cries of the foldiers and ma- 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror of the nodlurnal tumult. 

Whilft they laboured to extricate themfelves from 
flic fireftiips, and to fave at leaft a part of the 
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navy, the gallics of Genferic aflaulted them with 
temperate and difciplined valour ; and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames, 
were deftroyed or taken by the vidtorious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrous night, the he- 
roic, or rather defpcrate, courage of John, one 
of the principal officers ol Bafilifcus, has refeued 
his name from oblivion. When the ftiip, which 
he had bravely defended, was almoft confumedj 
he threw himfelfin his armour into the fea,‘dif- 
dainfully rejefted the efteem and pity of Genfo, 
the fon of Genferic, who preflTed him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves j 
exclaiming with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious 
dogs. Aftuated by a far different fpirit, Bafilifcus, 
whole ftation was the moft remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, returned to Conftantinopk with the lofs of 
more than half of his fleet and army, and fhcltered 
his guilty head in the fandluary of St. Sophia, till 
his After, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant emperor. Hera- 
clius effedled his retreat through the defert j Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, v/here he was alTaffinated, 
perhaps at the inftigation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains; and the king of the Vandals 
expreffed his furprife and fatisfadlion, that the Ro- 
mans themfelves ftiould remove from the world 
his moft formidable antagonifts”. After the fai- 

*9 Damafeius in Vlt. Ifidor. apud Phot. p. 1048. It will appear, 
by comparing the three Ihort chronicle* of the times, that Marcel- 
linus had fought near Carthage, and was killed in Sicily. 
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lure of this great expedition, Genferic again be- 
came the tyrant of the fea : the coafts of Italy, ■ 'r 
Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his re- 
venge and avarice; Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
ta his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces; and, before he died, in thcful- 
nefs of years and of glory, he beheld the final ex- 
tindtion of the empire of the Weft®®. 

During his long and a6live reign, the African Conquefts 
monarch had ftudioufly cultivated the friendlhip 
of the Barbarians of Europe, whofearms he might qP^"*"** 
employ in a feafonable and cfFeftual diverfion a.’d. 
againft the two empires. After the death of At- 46 *— 47 *» 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who 
fucceffivcly reigned over that warlike nation, were 
eafily perfuaded, by thefenfeofintereft, to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic had inflicted on 
their After ®‘. The death of the emperor Majo- 
rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour ; he violated 
his recent treaty with the Romans; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 


• 

9® For the African war, fee Procopiils (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. 
e. 6. p. 191, 19a. i9;.)> Theoplianes (p. 99, 100, 101.), Cedrenus 
(p. 349, 350.), and Zunaras (tom. ii. ). xiv. p. 50, 51.). Mon- 
tefquieu (Confiderations fur la Ojandeur, &c. c. xx. tom. ii'i. p. 
497.) has made a judicious obfcivation on the failure of thefe great 
naval armaments. 

9‘ Joi nandes is our bed guide through the reigns of Theodoric II. 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44, 45,461 47 - P- 675 — 

Idatius ends too foon, and Ifidore is too fparing of the informatioix 
which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events tliat 
relate to Gaul are iaborioufly illuftrated in the third book of the Abbe 
Duboi, Hid. Critique, tom. i. p. 414— tiro. 
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CHAP- his dominions, became the immediate reward of 
xxxvt.^ perfidy. The felfifii policy of Ricimer en- 
couraged him to invade the provinces which were 
in the pofiefilon of ^gidius, his rival ; but the 
active count, by the defence of Arles, and the 
viflory of Orleans, faved Gaul, and checked, 
during his lifetime, theprogrefs of the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was foon rekindled j and the de- 
fign of extinguifiiing the Roman empire in Spain 
and Gaul, was conceived, and almoft completed, 
in the reign of Euric, who alTaflinatcd his brother 
, Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abilities, both in peace and war. 

He pafifed the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army, fubdued the cities of Saragofla and Pampe- 
luna, vanquilhed in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his viftorious 
arms into the heart of Lufitania, and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under • 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain The efforts of 
Euric were not lefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in 
Gaul j and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or 
* diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their mafter In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf- 
tained, with inflexible refolution, the miferies of 

9» See Mariana, Hift. Hifpan. tom. i. 1. v. c. 5 . p. i 6 z. 

93 An imperfefl, but original, pifture of Gaul, more efpecially 
of Auvergne, is (hewn by Sitionius 5 who, as a fenator, and after- 
• wards as a bilhop, was deeply interefted in the fate of his country. 

See 1. V. epid. i. 5 . 9 , &c. 
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war, peftilence, and famine j and the Vifigoths, 
relinqnifliing the fruitlefs fiege, fufpended the . _ - j 
hopes of that important conqueft. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic, and al- 
moft incredible, valour of Ecdicius, the fon of 
the emperor Avitus who made a defperate fally 
with only eighteen horfemen, boldly attacked the 
Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying 
fkirmilh, retired fafe and viiflorious within the 
walls of Clermont. His charity was equal to his 
courage : in a time of extreme fcarcity, four thou- 
fand poor were fed at his expence; and his private 
influence levied an army of Burgundians for the 
deliverance of Auvergne. From bis virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were in- 
fufHcient to avert the impending ruin of their 
country, fince they were anxious to learn from his 
« authority and example, whether they fliould pre- 
fer the alternative of exile, or fervitude**. The 
public confidence was loft ; the refources of the 
ftate were exhaufted ; and the Gauls had too much 
reafon to believe, that Anthemius, who reigned 
in Italy, was incapable of protefting his diftreffed 
fubjedls beyond the Alps. The feeble emperor 
could only procure for their defence the fervice of 

94- Sidonius, 1. iii. epift. 3. p. 65—68. Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 14. 
in tom. ii. p. 174. Jomandes, c. 45. p. 675. Perhaps Ecdicius was 
only the fon-in-law of Avitus, his wife’s fon by another hulband. 

95 Si nullac a repnblica vires, nulla praefidia, fi nullae, quantum 
rumor eft, Anthemii principis opes, ftatuit, teauflore, nobilitasfeu 
patriam dimiuere feu capillos (Sidun. 1. ii. epift. 1. p. 33.). The 
laft words (Sirinond Not. p. 25.) may likewife denote the clerical 
tonfure, which was indeed the choice of Sidonius himfelf. 
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CHAP, twelve thoufand Britifh auxiliaries. Riothamus, 

XXXVI. 

— < one of the independent Icings, or chieftains, of 
the ifland, was perfuaded to tranfporc his troops 
to the continent of Gaul j he failed up the Loire, 
and cftablifhed his quarters in Berry, where the 
people complained of thefe opprefllve allies, till 
they were deftroyed, or difperfed, by the arms of 
the Vifigoths**. 

Trial of One of the laft a<fls of jurifdidlion, which the 
A.D. 468.’ Roman fenate exercifed over their fubjefts of 
Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian prrefeft. Sidonius, who 
rejoices that he lived under a reign in which he 
might pity and alTifl: a ftate-criminal, has ex- 
prefled, with tendernefs and freedom, the faults 
of his indifcreet and unfortunate friend From 
the perils which he had efcaped, Arvandus im- 
bibed confidence rather than wifdom j and fuch 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence 
of his behaviour, that his profperity mull appear 
much more furprifing than his downfal. The 
fecond prajfeflure, which he obtained within the 
term of five years, abolilbed the merit and popu- 
larity of his preceding adminiftration. His eafy 

9* The hlftory of thefe Biitons may be traced in Jornandcs (c. 45. 

■ p. 678.), Sidonius ( 1 . iii. epiftol. 9. p. 73, 74.), and Gregory ot 

Tours ( 1 . ii. c. 18. in tom. ii. p. 170.). Sidonius (who ilyles 
thefe mercenary troops argutos, armatos, tumulluofos, virtuie, nu- 
mero, contubernio, contumaces) addrefles their general in a tone of 
friendthip and familiarity. 

97 See Sidonius, 1 . i. cpift. 7. p. 15 — 10, with Sirmond’s notes. 
This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to his underftand- 
ing. The profe of Sidonius, however vitiated by a falfe and affefted 
taiie, is much fuperior to his infipid verfes. 
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temper was corrupted by flattery^ and exafperated 
by oppofition j he was forced to fatisfy his im- 
portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro- 
vince } his capricious infolence offended the 
nobles of Gaul, and he funk under the weight of 
the public hatred. The mandate of his difgrace 
fummoned him to juftify his condufl before the 
fenate ; and he paffed the fea of Tufeany with a 
favourable wind, the prefage> as he vainly ima- 
gined, of his future fortunes. A decent refpefl , 
was ftill obferved for the PrafeSiorian rank j and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvanduswas committed 
to the hofpitality, rather than to the euftody, of 
Flavius Afellus, the count of the facred largeflesj 
who refided in the Capitol He was eagerly 
purfued by his accufersi the four deputies of 
Gaul, who were all dillinguiflied by their birth, 
their dignities, or their eloquence^ In the nami 
of a great province, and according to the forms 
of Roman jurifprudence, they inftituted a civil 
and criminal aftion, requiring fuch a reftitution 
as might compenfate the Ioffes of individuals# 
and fuch puniffiment as might fatisfy the juftice 
of the ftate. Their charges of corrupt oppref- 
fion were numerous and weighty j but they placed 
their fecret dependence on a letter, which they 
had intercepted, and which they could prove, by 
the evidence of his fecretary, to have been die- , 

Wlien the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, if was appropriated 
to the ufe of the civil magiftrate; and it is dill the refidencc of the 
Roman fenator. The jewellers, &c. might he allowed to expofe 
their precious wares in the porticoes. 

■ Vot. VI. P tated 
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tated by Arvandus himfcif. The author of this 
»--v — < letter feemed to diffuade the king of the Goths 
from a peace with the Greek emperor : he fug- 
gefted the attack of the Britons on the Loire ; 
and he recommended a divifion of Gaul, ac- 
cording to the law of nations, between the Vifi- 
goths and the Burgundians Thefe pernicious 
. fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by 
the reproaches of vanity and indiferetion, were 
fufceptible of a trcafonable interpretation; and 
the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce 
their mofl: formidable weapons till the decifive 
moment of the conteft. But their intentions 
were difeovered by the zeal of Sidonius. He 
immediately apprifed the unfufpefling criminal 
of his danger ; and fincerely lamented, without 
any mixture of anger, the haughty prefumption 
of Arvandus, who rejedted, and even refented, 
the falutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of 
his real fituation, Arvandus fliewcd himfcif in the 
Capitol in the white robe of a candidate, ac- 
cepted indiferiminate falutations and offers of 
fervice, examined the fhops of the merchants, 
the filks and gems, fometimes with the indiffe- 
rence of a fpedtator, and fometimes with the at- 
tention of a purchaferj and complained of the 
times, of the fenate, of the prince, and of the 
delays of juftice. His complaints were foon re- 

99 H*c ad regem Gothonim, charts videbatur emitti, pacem cum 
Grxco Imperatore dilTuadens, Britannos fuper Ligeriin fitos impiig- 
nari oppoitere deraonfti'ans, cum Burgundionibus jure gentium Gat- 
iiaa dividi dabere con£r&ians. 
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rrtoved. An early day was fixed for his trial; 

and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be- a 

fore a numerous aflembly of the Roman fenate. 

The mournful garb, which they affected, excited 
the compaflion of the judges, who were fcan- 
dalized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their 
adverfary ; and when the prtefe^l Arvandus, with 
the firll of the Gallic deputies, were direflcd to 
take their places on the fenatorial benches, the 
fame contrail of pride and modefty was obferved 
in their behaviour. In this memorable judg- 
ment, which prefented a lively image of the old 
republic, the Gauls expofed, with force and 
freedom, the grievances of the province j and as 
foon as the minds of the audience were fufficiently 
inflamed, they recited the fatal epiftle. The 
obftinacy of Arvandus was founded on the ftrange 
fuppofition, that a fubjeft could not be convidled 
pf treafon, unlefs he had aflually confpired to 
• afliime the purple. As -the paper was read, he 
repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged 
it for his genuine compofition ; and his afto- 
nifoment was equal to his difmay, when the 
unanimous voice of the fenate declared him 
guilty of a capital offence. By their decree, 
he was degraded from the rank of a prefect 
to the obfeure condition of a plebeian, and 
ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to the 
public prifon. After a fortnight’s adjourn- 
ment, the fenate was again convened to pro- 
nounce the fentence of his death : but while he 
expedlcd, in the ifland of JEfculapius, the expi- 
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^xjcvF thirty days allowed by an anciciit 

to the vileft malefaftors *°®, his friends inter- 
pof'ed, the emperor Anthemius relented, and the 
praefefl of Gaul obtained the milder puniftiment 
of exile and confifeation: The faults of Arvan- 
dus might deferve comp^ion j but the impunity 
of Seronatus accufed the juftice of the republic, 
till he was condemned, and executed, on the 
complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 
flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 
country, held a fecret corrdpondence with the 
Vifigoths, to betray the province which he op- 
prefled : his induftry was continually exercifed in 
the difeovery of new taxes and obfolete offences } 
.and' his extravagant vices would have infpired 
contempt, if they bad not excited fear and ab- 
horrence 

Difeord Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 
miut and jufticei but, whatever might be the guilt of Ri- 
a'^47*i. powerful Barbarian was able to con- , 

tend or to negociate with the prince, whofe 
^ alliance he had condefeended to accept. The 

peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius 
had promifed to the Weft, was foon clouded by 
misfortune and difeord. Ricimer, apprehcnfive, 
or impatient, of a fuperior, retired from Rome, 


Senatifconfultum ‘Tibtnamm (Sirmond Not. p. 17.) j Ijtit that 
law allowed only ten days between the fentence and execution : the 
remaining twenty were added in the reign of Theodofius. 

Catilina feculi noftri. Sidonius, 1 . ii. epift. i. p. 3J} 1 . v. 
epift. 13. p. 143 5 1 . vii. epift. 7. p. 185. Heexecrates thecrimes, 
and applauds the puniOimcnt, of Seronatus, perhaps with the indig- 
nation of a virtuous citizen, perhaps with the refentment of a per- 
lonal enemy. 
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and fixed his rcfidence at Milan •, an advantage- 
ous fituation, cither to invite, or to repel, the ■_ tuV 
warlike tribes that were feated between the Alps 
and the Danube *“*. Italy was gradually divided 
into two independent and hoftile kingdoms ; and 
the nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the near 
approach of a civil war, fell proftrate at the feet of 
the patrician, and conjured him to fpare their 
unhappy country. “ For my own part,” replied 
Ricimer, in a tone of infolent moderation, I 
“ am ftill inclined to embrace the friendfiiip of 
” the Galatian j but who will undertake to 
appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the pride, 

“ which always rifes in proportion to our fub- 
“ miflion ?” They informed him, that Epipha- 
nius, bifliop of Pavia united the wifdom of 
the ferpent with the innocence of the dove ; and 
appeared confident, that the eloquence of fuch 
an ambaffador muft prevail againft the ftrongefh 
oppofition, cither of intereft or pafiion. Their 


Ric'itner, under the reign of Anthemius, defeated and flew in 
battle Bcorgor, king of the Alani (Jornandes, c. 45. p. 67S.). Hi’s 
fifter had married the king of the Burgundians, and he main- 
tained an intimate connection with the Suevic colony ellablifhcd in 
Pannonia and Noricum. 

>°3 Galatam concitatum. Sirmond (in his notes to Ennoilius) 
applies this appellation to Anthemius hiinfclf. The emperor was 
probably bom in the province of Galatia, whofe inhabitants, the 
Gallo-Grccians, were fuppofed to unite the vices of a lavage, and a 
cornipted, people. 

»c4 Epiphanius was thirty years bllhop of Pavia (A. D. 4C7 — 
497; fee Tilleinont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 788.). His naiiK 
and actions would have been unknown to pofterity, if Ennodiiis, one 
of his fuccelTors, had not written his life (SirmomI, Opera, tom. i. 
p. 1647—169*.) j in which he reprefents him as one of the greattft 
characters of the age, 

P -j ‘ recom- 
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recommendation was approved ; and Epiphanius, 
afluming the benevolent office of mediation, 
proceeded without delay to Rome, where he was 
received with the honours due to his merit and 
reputation. The oration of a bifhop in favour 
of peace, may be eafily fuppofed : he argued, 
that in all^poffible circumftances, the forgiven^fs 
of injuries muft be an aft of mercy, or magnani- 
mity, or prudence; and he ferioufly admonifiied 
the emperor to avoid a conteft with a fierce Bar- 
barian, which might be fatal to himfelf, and 
muft be ruinous to his dosninions. Anthemius 
acknowledged the truth of his maxims ; but he 
deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the be- 
haviour of Ricimer ; and his paffion gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difeourfe. ** What 
** favours,” he warmly exclaimed, have we 
*' refufed to this ungrateful man ? What provo- 
cations have we not endured ? Regardlefs of 
the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter 
to a Goth ; I facrificed my own blood to the 
fafety of the republic. The liberality which 
ought to have fecured the eternal attachment 
of Ricimer, has exafperated him againft his 
benefaftor. What wars has he not excited 
againft the empire? How often has he infti- 
“ gated and affifted the fury of hoftile nations ? 
“ Shall I now accept his perfidious friendihip ? 
Can I hope that he will refpeft the engage- 
ments of a treaty, who has already violated 
“ the duties of a fon ?” But the anger of Anthe- 
mius evaporated in thefe paffionate exclamations: 
he infenfibly yielded to the propofals of Epipha- 
nius ; 
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niusj and the birtiop returned to his diocefe with 
the fatisfaftion of refloring the peace of Italy, by ^ 

a reconciliation of which the fincerity and 
'continuance might be reafonably fufpefted. 

The clemency of the emperor was extorted from 
hisweaknefsj and Ricimer fufpended his ambi- 
tious defigns, till he had fecrctly prepared the 
engines, with which he refolved to fubvert the 
throne of Anthemius. The mafic of peace and 
moderation was then thrown afide. The army 
of Ricimer was fortified by a numerous reinforce- 
ment of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi : "he 
difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor, 
marched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and 
fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio, impa- 
tiently expefted the arrival of Olybrius, his Im- 
perial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, oiybrlus 
might efteem himfelf the lawful heir of the 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia, the 
younger daughter of Valenti.nian, after fhe was 
reftored by Genferic; who ftill detained her filler 
Eudoxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive, 
ofhisfon. The king of the Vandals fupported, 
by threats and felicitations, the fair pretenfions 
of his Roman ally} and afllgned, as one of the 
m.otives of the war, the refufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge their lawful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given to 


Ennodiiis (p. 1659— j 664.) has related this embalTy of Epi- 
phanius ; and his narrative, verbofe and turgid as it muft appear, 
illulh atcs fome curious paflagea in the fall of the VVeftern empire. 
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a ftrangcr The friendihip of the public 
enemy might render Qlybrius ftill more unpopu-» 
lar to the Italians j , but when Ricimer meditated 
the ruin of the emperor Anthemius, he tempted 
with the offer of a diadem the candidate who 
could juftify his rebellion by an illuftrious name, 
and a royal alliance. The hufband of Placidia, 
who, nice moft of his anceftors, had been invefted 
with the confular dignity, might have continued 
to enjoy a fecure and fplendid fortune in the 
peaceful refidence of Conftantinople ; nor does 
he appear to have been tormented by fuch a 
genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unlefs 
by the adminiftration of an empire. Yet Oly- 
brius yielded to the importunities of his friends, 
perhaps of his wife ; ralhly plunged into the 
danerers and calamities of a civil war; and, with 
the fecret connivance of the emperor Leo, ac- 
cepted the Italian purple, which was bellowed, 
and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barbar 
rian. He landed without obftacle (for Genferic 
was mailer of the fea) either at Ravenna or the 
port of Qllia, and immediately proceeded to 
the camp of Ricimer, where he was received ag 
the fovereign of the Weftern world * 


io6 Prifeus Excerpt. Legation, p. 74. Procopius de Bell. Van- 
dal. 1. i. c. 1$. p. 191. Eudoxia and her daughter were rellored 
after the death of Majorian. Perhaps the confnHhip of Olybrius 
(A. D. 4$4.) was beftowed as a nuptial prefent. 

*°7 The hortile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftanding 
the opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. The fecret con- 
nivance of Leo is acknowledged by Theophancs, and the Pafclial 
phronicle. VVe are ignorant of his motives ; but, in this obfeure 


^ripd, 


pur ignorance extends tothemofi public and important fafls, 
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The patrician, who had extended his polls ® ^ A P. 
from the Anio lo the Milvian bridge, already — , — / 
poflefled two quarters of Rome, the Vatican and 
the Janiculum, which are feparated by the Tyber 
from the reft of the city and it may be con- mius, 
jedlured, that an aflembly of feceding fenators 
imitated, in the choice of Olybrius, the forms of 
a legal eleftion. But the body of the fenate and 
people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius j 
and the more effeftual fupport of a Gothic army 
enabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs, by a refiftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
peftilence. At length, Ricimer made a furious 
aflault on the bridge of Hadrian, or Sr, Angeloj 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilimer 
their leader. The victorious troops breaking 
down every barrier, rudied with irrefidible 
violence into the heart of the city, and Rome 
(if we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) was fubverted by the civil fury of Anthe- 
mius and Ricimer The unfortunate An- 
themius 

10* of the fourteen regions, or quarters, into which Rcine u-a* 
divided by Auguftus, only tne, the Janicul\iin, lay on the Tufean 
fide of the Tyber. But, in the fifth century, the Vatican fuburb 
formed a confiderabfe city ; and in the eccldiaftical diftribulion, 
which had been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning pope, 
tvjo of the [men regions, or parirties, of Rome, depended on the 
church of St. Peter. See Nardini Roma Autica, p. 67. It would 
require a tedious diffeitation to mark the circumftances, in which I 
am inclined to depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 

*°9 Nuper Anthemii et Ricimciis civil! furore fubverfa eft. Ge- 
lafips in Epift. ad Andiomach. apud Baron. A. D. 496. N'* 41. 

tigonius 
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<^ragged from his concealment, and 
«L — ^ » inhumanly maflacred by the command of his 
fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps 
a fourth emperor to the number of his viftims. 
The foldiers, who united the rage of fafUous 
citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians, 
were indulged, without controul, in the licence 
of rapine and murder : the crowd of flaves and 
plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event, 
could only gain by the indifcriininate pillage and 
the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con- 
trail of ftern cruelty, and dilTolute intempe- 
of ranee Forty days after this calamitous event, 
fubjed, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 
delivered, by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant 
Ricimer, who bequeathed the command of his 
army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. Jn the fame year, 
all the principal adors in this great revolution, 
were removed from the ftage'j and the whole 
of reign of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray 
any fymptoms of violence, is included within the 
term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 
offspring of his marriage with Placidiaj and the 
family of the great Theodofius, ' tranfplanted from 

SIgonius (tom. i. 1 - xtv. <le Occidcntali Imperio, p. 54s, s+ 3 -) 
and Muratori (Annali d ltalia, tom. iv. p. 30S, 309.), with the 
aid of a lefs imperfeff M.S, of the Hiftoria M^fcella, have illuftrated 
this dark and bloody tranfatdion. 

Such had been the faeva ac deforrais urbe tota facies, when 
Rome was alTaulted and {formed by the troops of Vefpafian (fee 
Tacit. Hift. iii. 8i, 83.); and every caufe of mifehief had fince 
acquired much additional energy. The revolution of ages may bring 
round the I'ame calamities ; but ages may revolve, without pro« 
(lucing a Tacitus to deferibe them. 

t Spain 
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Spain to Conftantinople, was propagated in the 
female line as far as the eighth generation i 

Whilft the vacant throne of Italy was aban- Jui‘u»Ne- 

•' _ pos and 

doned to lawlefs Barbarians the ckdlion of a Glycerin* 


new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- ,i,e 
cil of Leo. The emprefs Verina, ftudious to 
promote the greatnefs of her own family, had 4?»— 47j< 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 
fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fovc- 


reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid poflcflion than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolute, 
that many months clapfed after the death of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrius, before their 
deftined fucceflbr could (hew himfelf, with a rc- 
fpeftable force, to his Italian fubje£ts. During 
that interval, Glycerius, an obfeure foldier, was 
inverted with the purple by his patron Gundo- 
baldj but the Burgundian prince was unable, 
or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war : the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps and his client was.per- 

Se? Ducange, Familix Byzantin. p. 74, 75. Aieobindus, 
who appears to have married the niece of the emperor Judinian, wa* 
the eighth defeendant of the elder Theodofius. 

••a The laft revolutions of the Weftern empire are faintly marked 
in Theophanes (p. loi.), Jornandes (c. 45. p. 679.), the Chronicle 
of Marcellinus, and the Fragments of an anonymous writer, pub- 
lifhed by Valefius at the end of Ammianus (p. 716, 717. )• If 
Fhotius had not been fo wretchedly concile, we (hould derive much 
information from the contemporary hidories of Malchus and Can- 
eiidus. See his Extracts, p. 172— 179. 

•'1 See Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c, 28. in tom. ii. p. 175. Dubos, 
Hid. Critique, tom. i. p. 613. By the murder, or death, of hi* 
two brothers, Gundobald acquired the foie podedion of the king- 
dom of Burgundy, whofe rt^in waa haftened by their difeerd. 
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CHAP, rnitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for the 
- — ' j bifliopric of Salona. After extinguifliing fuch a 
competitor, the emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by the*fenate, by the Italians, and by 
the provincials of Gaul ; his moral virtues, and 
military talents, were loudly celebrated j and 
^ thofe who derived any private benefit from his 

government, announced, in prophetic drains, 
the reftoration of the public felicity Their 
hopes (if fuch hopes had been entertained) were 
confounded within the term of a fingle year j and 
the treaty of peace, which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his fhort and 
inglorious reign. The moft faithful fubjefls of 
Gaul were facrificed, by the Italian emperor, to 
the hope of domeftic fccurity but his repofe 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates, who, under the com- 
mand of Oreftes, their general, were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their'approach ; and, inftead of placing a juft 
confidence in the ftrength of Ravenna, he haftily 
cfcaped to his (hips, and retired to his Dalma- 
tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this lhameful abdication, he 
protradled his life about five years, in a very 

Julius Nepos ai-mis pariter fummus Auguftus ae moribus. 
Sidonius, 1 . v. ep. i6. p. 14.6. Nepos had [>iven to Ecdiciiis the 
title of patrician, which Anthemius hsd promifed, deceffoiis An- 
theinei (idem ahfolvit. See 1 . viii. cp. 7. p. 214. 

”5 Epiphanius was fent ambalT.idor from Nepos to the Vifigoths, 
for the purpofe of afen taining the Jinti httperii itaiici (Ennodius in 
Sirniond, tom. i. p. 1665 — 1669.). His pathetic difeourfe con- 
cealed the dirgraceful ftcret, which foor excited the juft and bitter 
complaints of the bifliop of Clermont. 

ambiguous 
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ambiguous ftatc, between an emperor and an 
exile, till he was aflaflinated at Salona by the 
iingraterul Glycerius, who was tranflated, per- 
haps as the reward of his crime, to the arch- 
bilhopric of Milan 

The nations, who had aflerted their independ- 'i^patri- 
ence after the death of Artila, were eftablifhed, 
by the right of poflefllon or conqueft, in the A.D.475. 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube ; 
or in the Roman, provinces between the river and 
the Alps. But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army of confederates, who formed the de- 
fence and the terror of Italy"’ j and in this pro- 
mifeuous multitude, the names of the Heruli, the 
Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi, and the Ru- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex- 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Oreftes"*, 
thefon of Tatullus, and the father of the laft Ro- 
man emperor of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory, had never de- 
ferred his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
dered him one of the moft illuftrious fubjefts of 


Malchus, apud Phot. p. Ennod. Epigram. Ixxxii. in 

Sirmond Oper. tom. i. p. 1879. Some doubt may however bo 
railed on the identity of the emperor and the archbidtop. 

”7 Our knowledge of thefe mercenaries, who fubverted the 
Weftern empire, is derived from Procopius (de Bell. Gothico, 1 . i. 
€. i. p. 308.). The popular opinion, and the recent hiftoiians, 
reprefent Odoacer in the falfe light of a Jlrangtr, and a king, who in> 
Taded Italy with an army of foreigners, his native fubjefts. 

Oreftes, qui eo tempore quando Attila ad Italiam venit, feilli 
jtinxit, et ejus notarius faflus fuerat. Anonym. Valcf. p. 716. H* 
is miftaken in the date ; but we may credit his alfertion, that the 
fecrctary of Attila was the father of Atiguftulus. 

Panno- 
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XXXVI • * 

V Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attila, his 

lawful fovereign, obtained the office of his fecre- 
tary, and was repeatedly fent ambaflador to Con- 
ftantinople, to reprefent the perfon, and fignify 
the commands, of the imperious monarch. The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free- 
dom i and Orcftes might honourably refufe either 
to follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian de- 
fert, or to obey the Oftrogoths, who had ufurped 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the fer- 
vice of the Italian princes, the fucceflbrs of Va- 
lentinian and, as he pofTefled the qualifications 
of courage, induftry, and experience, he advanced 
with rapid fteps in the military profeffion, till he 
was elevated, by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to 
the dignities of patrician, and mafler-general of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accuf- 
tomed to reverence the charafler and authority of 
Orefies, who affefled their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
mately connefted with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendfhip. Ac 
his felicitation they rofe in arms againfl: the ob- 
feure Greek, who prefumed to claim their obe- 
dience; and when Oreftes, from feme fecrct mo- 
tive, declined .the purple, they confented, with 
the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
His fon guflulus, as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab- 
Auguftu-^ dication of Nepos, Oreftes had now attained the 
emperor of fummit of his ambitious hopes; but he foon dif- 
a!d! 476. covered, before the end of the firftyear, that the 
leffons of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel 

muft 
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muft inculcate, will be retorted aeainft himfclf : chap. 

. ^ XXXVI. 

and that the precarious fovereign of Italy was only 
permitted to chufe, whether he would be the flave, 
or the viitim, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of thefe ftrangers, had op- 
preffed and infultcd the lafl: remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but their in- 
folcnce increafed in a ftill more extravagant de- 
gree; they envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Gaul, Spain, and Africa, whofe viclorious arms 
had acquired an independent and perpetual inherit- 
ance ; and they infifted on their peremptory de- 
mand, that a third part of the lands of Italy Ihould 
. be immediately divided among them. Oreftes, 
with a fpirit which, in another fituation, might 
be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to en- 
counter the rage of an armed multitude, than to 
fubferibe the ruin of an innocent people. He re- 
jedted the audacious demand ; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer ; a bold 
Barbarian, who aflured his fellow-foldicrs, that, 
if they dared to aflbeiate under his command, 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutiful petitions. From all the 
samps and garrifons of Italy, the confederates, 
adluated by the fame refentment an^ the fame 
hopes, impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this 
popular leader; and the unfortunate patrician, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, haftily retreated ro 
the ftrong city of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of the 
holy Epiphanites. Pavia was immediately be- 

’ fleged, 
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fieged, the fortifications were ftormed, the town 
was pillaged j and although the bifhop might la- 
bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to favc 
the property of the church, and the chafiity of fe- 
male captives, the tumult could only be appeafed 
by the execution of Oreftes His brother Paul 
■was flain in an aftion near Ravenna; and the help- 
lefs Auguftulus, who could no longer eonhmand 
the refpedt, was reduced to implore the clemency, 
of Odoacer. 

That fuccefsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede- 
con ; who, in fome remarkable tranfadUons, par- 
ticularly defcribed in a preceding chapter, had 
been the colleague of Oreftes himfelf. The ho- 
nour of an ambaffador Ihould be exempt from fuf- 
picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy 
againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance: his 
rank was eminent and confpicuous ; he enjoyed 
the favour of Attilaj and the troops under his 
command, who guarded, in their turn, the royal 
village, confifted in a tribe of Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubjedls. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns ; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards, the name of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal 
conteft with the Oftrogoths; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and 

*'9 See Ennodius (in Vit. Epiphan. Siifnond, tom.' i. p. 1669, 
1670.), He adds weight to the narrative of Procopius, though w<r 
may doubt whether the devil aftually contrived the fiege of Pavia, to 
diftrefs the bilhop and his flock. 
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difperfion of the Scyrri Their gallant leader, 
who did not furvive this national calamity, left 
two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, to ftruggle with 
adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra- 
pine or fervice, the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf diredled his fteps towards Con ftan- 
tinople, where he fullied, by the aflaflination of a 
generous benefaflor, the fame which he had ac- 
quired in arms. His brother Odoacer led a wan- 
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricum, 
with a mind and a fortune fuited to the mofl: def- 
perate adventures; and when he had fixed his 
choice, he pioufly vifited the cell of Severinus; 
the popular faint of the country, to folicit his ap^- 
probation and bleffing. The lownefs of the door 
would not admit the lofty ftature of Odoacer : he 
was obliged to (loop; but in that humble attitude 
the faint could difcern the fymptoms of his future 
greatnefs ; and addreffing him in a prophetic 
tone, “ Purfue” (faid he) “ your defign ; pro- 
ceed to Italy ; you will foori caft away this 
coarfe garment of flcins ; and your wealth will 
“ be adequate to the liberality of your mind'*';” 


Jortiandcs, c. 5;, 34. p. 692 — 695. M. de Bilat (Hift. des 
Peuples de i’Europe, tom. viii. p. izi — 228.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am alraoft inclined to be- 
lieve, that he was the fame who pillaged Angers, and commanded a 
fleet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. C..18. in 
tom. ii. p. 170. 

Vade ad Italiam, vade viiiffimis mine peliibus coopertis : fed 
miiltis cito plurima largiturus. Anonym. Valef. p. 717. He quotes 
the life of St. Severinus, which is extant, and contains much un- 
known and valuable hiftory ; it was compofed by his dilciple Eugip. 
pius (A. D. 511.), thirty years after his death. See Tillemont, 
ilem. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 168 — i8t. 
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The Barbarian, whofe daring fpirit accepted and 
ratified the prediftion, was admitted into the fer- 
vice of the Weftern empire, and foon obtained an 
honourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradually poliflied, his military (kill was 
improved, and the confederates of Italy would 
not have elcfted him for their general, unlefs the 
exploits of Odoacer hadeftablilhed a high opinion 
of his courage and capacity Their military 
acclamations faluted him with the title of king : 
but he abftained, during his whole reign, from 
the ufe of the purple and diadem left he fhould 

offend thofe princes, whofe fubjefts, by their ac- 
cidental mixture, had formed the vidlorious army, 
which time and policy might infenfibly unite into 
a great nation. 

Royalty was familiar to the Barbarians, and the 
fubmiflive people of Italy was prepared to obey, 
without a murmur, the authority which he fhould 
condefeend to exercife as the vicegerent of the 
emperor of the Weft. But Odoacer had refolved 
to abolifti that ufelcfs and expenfive office j and 
fuch is the weight of antique prejudice, that it re- 
quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difeover 
the extreme facility of the enterprife. The un- 
fortunate Auguftulus was made the inftrument of 


Theiphanes, who calls him a Goth, affii-ms, that he was 
educated, nurfed t), in Italy (p. loi.), and as this fti'ong 

exprellion will not bear a literal interpretation, it mull be explained 
by long fervice in the Imperial guards. 

Nomen regis Odoacer airumpfit, cum tamen neque purpura ^ 
nec regalibus uteretur infignibus. Cafliodor. in Chnon. A. D. 476. 

He feems to have alTumed the abllra6l title of a king, without apply- 
ing it to any particular nation or country. 

his 
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his own difgrace ; he fignified his refignation to 
the fcnate ; and that affembly, in thcii*lafl: aft of u . — y — ^ 
obedience to a Roman prince, ftiil afFefted the 
fpirit of freedom, and the forms of. the conftitu- 
tion. An epiftle was addreflcd, by their unani- 
mous decree, to the emperor Zeno, the fon-in- 
law and fucceflbr of Leo ; who had lately been 
reftored, after a fhort rebellion, to the Byzantine 
throne. They folemnly “ difclaim th« necefTity, 
or even the wifh, of continuing any longer the 
Imperial fucceflion in Italy j fince, in their opi- 
** nion, the majefty of a foie monarch is fufficient 
to pervade and protcft, at the fame time, both 
** the Eaft and the Weft. In their own name, and 
in the name of the people, they confent that 
“ the feat of univerfal empire (hall be transferred 
from Rome to Conftantinople; and they bafely 
“ renounce the right of chufing their matter, the 
only veftige that yet remained of the authority 
which had given laws to the world. The re- 
" public (they repeat that name without a blufii) 
might fafely confide in the civil and military 
** virtues of Odoaccr; and they humbly requeft, 

** that the emperor would inveft him with the title 
of Patrician, and the adminiftraTion of the dio- 
** cefe of Italy.” The deputies of the fenate were 
received at Conftantinople with fome marks of 
difpleafure and indignation and when they were 
admitted to the audience of Zeno, he fternly re- 
proached them with their treatment of the two 
emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whom the Eaft 
had fucceflively granted to the prayers of Italy. 
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Auguftu- 
lii!> IS ba- 
niftici! to 
the Lucul- 
lan villa. 


“ The firfl” (contiinu-vl he) “ you have mur- 
“ (kredi f'le iccond you have expelled: but the 
“ fecond is Hill alive, and whilfl: he lives he is 

your lawful. fovcreign.” But the prudent Zeno 
foon deferred the hopclefs caufe of his abdicated 
colleague. Mis vanity was gratified by the title 
of foie emperor, and by the ftatues erefted to his 
honour in the feveral quarters of Rome j he en- 
tertained a friendly, though ambiguous, corre- 
fpondence with the patrician 06.o2Lce.r i and he 
gratefully accepted the Imperial enfigns, the fa- 
cred ornaments of the throne and palace, which 
the Barbarian was not unwilling to remove from 
the fight of the people 

In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
Valentinian, nine emperors had fijcceflively dif- 
appeared; and the fon of Oreftes, a youth re- 
commended only by his beauty, would be the 
leaft entitled to the notice of pofterit)', if his 
reign, which was marked by the extinftion of the 
Rpman empire in the Weft, did not leave a me- 
morable iEra in the hiftory of mankind The 
patrician Oreftes had married the daughter of 
Count Romulus, of Petovio, in Noricum: the 

Mulchus, whofe lofs excites our regret, has preferred (in Ex- 
cerpt. Leget. p. 95.) this extraordinary embafiy from the fenate to 
Zeno. The anonymous fragment (p. 717.), and the extrafl from 
Candidus (apud Phot. p. 176.), are likewife of fome ufe. 

’*5 The precife year in which the Wellern empire was extingtiilh- 
ed, is not pofitively afeertained. The vulgar ecra of A. D. 476, ap~ 
fears to have the fanftion of autlientic chronicles. But the two dates 
afllgned by Jornandes (c. 46. p. 680), would delay that great event 
to the year 479 •. and though M. de Buat has overlooked evidence, 
he produces (tom. viii. p. 261—288.} many collateral circumftanccj 
in fupport of the fame opinion, 

name 
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name of AuguJluSy notwithftanding the jealoufy of 
power, was known at Aquileia as a familiar fur- ■ . — .‘y 
name } and the appellations of the two great 
founders, of the city, and, of the monarchy, 
were thus ftrangely united in the laft of their fuc- 
ceflbrs The fon of Oreftes aflumed and dif- 
graced the names of Romulus Aiigullus ; but the 
firft was corrupted into Momyllus, by'the Greeks, 

'and the fecond has been changed by the I.atins 
into the contemptible diminutive Augiiftulus. 

The life of this inoffenfive youth was fpared by 
the generous clemency of Odoacerj who difmif- 
fed him, with his whole family, from the Impe- 
rial palace, fixed his annual allowance at fix 
thoufand pieces of gold, and afligned the caftle 
of Lucullus, in Campania, for the place of his 
exile or retirement “h As foon as the Romans 
breathed from the toils of the Punic war, they 
were attrafled by the beauties and the pleafures 
of Campania; and the country- houfe of the 
elder Scipio at Liternum, exhibited a lading 


See his medals in Ducange (Fani. Byzantin. p. Si.), Prifens 
(Excerpt. Lcgat. p. 56. Maft'ei OiTervazioni Lctterarie, tom. ii. 
p. 314..). We may allege a famous and iimilar cafe. The meaneft 
fubjefts of the Roman empire aflTumed the illufirkus name of Patridus, 
whicli, by the converfion of Ireland, has been communicated to a 
whole nation. 

>*7 Ingrediens autem Ravennam depo.^uit Auguftulum de regno, 
cujus infantiam mifcitus conceflit ei fanguincm ; ct quia pulcher 
erat, tamen donavit ei reditiim fex millia Iblidos, et mifit cum intra 
Campaniam cum parentibus fuis libere vivere. Anonym. Valef. 
p. 716. Jcrnandcs fays (c. 46. p. 6S0.), in Lucullano Campa- 
nia: caftello cxilii poena damnavit. 
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yv-iA/t*' of their ruftic fimplicity ’**. The delicious 

wv«^ fhores of the bay of Naples were crowded with 
villas; and Sylla applauded the mafterly (kill of 
' his rival, who had feated himfelf on the lofty 
promontory of Mifenum, that commands, on 
every fide, the fea and land, as far as the boun- 
daries of the horizon The villa of Marius 
was piychafed, within a few years, by Lucullus, 
and the price had increafed from two thoufand 
five hundred, to more than fourfcore thoufand, 
pounds fielding It was adorned by the new 
proprietor with Grecian arts, and Afiatic trea- 
fures ; and the houfes and gardens of Lucullus 
obtained a diftinguifhed rank in the lift of Im- 
perial palaces'^’. When the Vandals became 

J-S See the eloquent Declamation of Seneca (epift. Ixxxvi.). 

• The philofopher might have recollcfted, that all luxury is relative; 
and that the elder Scipio, whofe maimers were polidied by ftudy and 
converfation, was himfelf accufed of that vice by his ruder contera- 
• porariei (Livy, xxix. i9-)- 

•^9 Sylla, in the language of a foldicr, praifed his peritia ctflra^ 
netanJi (Plin. Hill. Natur. xviii. 7.). Phaedrus, who makes its 
lhady walks Chrta viridia) the fceiie of an infipid fable (ii. 5.), hat 
thus deferibed the lituation : 

Csefar Tiberius quam petens Neapolim, 

In Mifenenfem villain venilTet fuam ; 

Qme monte furamo pofita Luculli manu I 

Profpeftat Siculum et profpicit Tufeum mare. 

•JO From feven myriads and a half to two hundred and fifty my- 
riads of drachmae. Yet even in the polfclTion of Marius, it was a 
luxurious retirement. The Romans derided his indolence : they 
foon bewailed his aflivity. See Plutarch, in Mario, tom. ii. 

• P- 514. 

Lucullus had other villas of equaT, though various, magnifi- 
cence, at Baix, Naples, Tufculum, See. He boalled that he 
changed his climate with the ftorks and cranes. Plutarch, in Lu- 
cull. tona. iii. p. 193. 
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formidable to the fea-coaft, the Lucullan villa, 
on the promontory of Mifenum, gradually af- 
fumed the ftrength and appellation of a ftrong 
caftle, the obfcure retreat of the laft emperor of 
the Wed. About twenty years after that great 
revolution, it was converted into a church and 
monaftery, 'to receive the bones of St. Severinus, 

They fpeurely repofed, amidft the broken tro- 
phies of Cimbric and Armenian vidories, till the 
beginning of tljc tenth century j when the fortifi- 
cations, which might afford a dangerous Ihelter 
to the Saracens, were demolilhed by the people 
of Naples 

Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned in pecay of 
Italy, over a people who had once aflerted their 
juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. The 
difgrace of the Romans ftill excites our refjsect- 
ful companion, and we fondly fympathife with the 
imaginary grief and indignation of their degenerate 
pofterity. But the calamities of Italy had gra- 
dually fubdued the proud confeioufnefs of free- 
dom and glory. In the age of Roman virtue, 
the provinces were fubjeft to the arms, and the 
citizens to the laws, of the republic; till thofe 
laws were fubverted by civil difeord, and both 


•>» Severinus died In Noricum, A. D. 4S2. Six years after- 
wards, his boily, which fcattei-ed miracles as it paiTed, was tranf- 
ported by his dilciples into Italy. The devotion of a Neapolitaa 
lady invited the faint to the Lucullan villa, in the place of Au- 
gultulus, who was probably no more. See Baronius (Annal. Ec- 
clef. A. D. 496. N° 50, 51.) and Tillemont (Mem. Ecclcf. 
tom. xvi. p. 178 — 181.), from the original life by Eugipius. The 
narrative of the laft migration of Severinus to Naples, is likewife an 
authentic piece. 
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the city and the provinces became the fervilo 
property of a tyrant. The forms of the confti- 
tution, which alleviated or difguifed their abjefb 
flavery, were abolilhed by time and violence ; 
the Italians alternately lamented the prefence or 
the abfence of the fovercigns, whom they de-? 
tefted or defpifed j and the fucceflion of five cen- 
turies inflifted the various evils of military li- 
cence, capricious defpotifm, and elaborate op- 
preffion. During the fame period, the Barba- 
rians had emerged from obfcurity and contempt, 
and the warriors of Germany and Scythia were 
introduced into the provinces, as the fervants, 
the allies, and at length the mafters, of the Ro- 
mans, whom they infulted or protefted. The 
hatred of the people was fupprefled by fear j they 
refpefted the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were invefted with the honours of the 
empire i and the fate of Rome had long de- 
pended on the fword of thofe formidable ftran- 
gers. The ftern Ricimer, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had exercifed the power, without 
affuming the title, of a king; and the patient 
' Romans were infenfibly prepared to acknow- 
ledge the royalty of Odoacer and his Barbaric 
fucceflbrs. 

Charaaer Kingof Italy was not unworthy of the high 

and reign ftation to which his valour and fortune had ex- 

of Odoa- . t • r 

cer^ A. D. alted him : nis favage manners were polifhed by 
^76—490. habits of converfation ; and he refpefled, 
though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inftitu- 
tions, and even the prejudices, of his fubjefts. 

After 
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After an interval of feven years, Odoacer re- 
il:ored the'confulfhip of the Weft. For himfelf, > ■ 

he modeftly, or proudly, declined an honour 
which was ftill accepted by the emperors of the 
Eaft ; but the curule chair was fucceffively filled 
by eleven of the moft illuftrious fenators j and 
the lift is adorned by the refpedlable name of Ba- 
filius, whofe virtues claimed the friendfiiip and 
grateful applaufe of Sidonius, his client The 
laws of the emperors were ftridtly enforced, and 
the civil adminiftration of Italy was ftill exercifed 
by the Praetorian prcefeft, and his fiibordinatc 
officers. Odoacer devolved on the Roman ma- 
giftrates the odious and oppreflive taflc of col- 
lecting the public revenue j but he referved for 
himfelf the merit of feafonable and popular in- 
dulgence Like the reft of the Barbarians, he 
had been infirufted in the Arian herefy ; but he 
revered the monaftic and cpifcopal cliaraifcers ; 
and the filence of the Catholics attefts the tole- 
ration which they enjoyed. The peace of the 

The confular Fafti may be found in Pagl or Muratori. The 
confuls named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman feiiate, ap- 
pear to have been acknowledged in the Eallern empire. 

0+ Sidonius Apolllnaris ( 1 . i. cpill. 9. p. 22. edit. Sirmond) 
has compared the two leading fenators of his time (A. D. 

Gennadius Avienus, and Csecina Bafillus. To the former he af- 
figns the fpecious, to the latter the Iblid, virtues of public and pri- 
vate life. A Bafilius junior, polubly his fon, was conful in the year 
480. 

'35 Epiphanius interceded for the people. of Pavia ; and the king 
firft granted an indulgence of five years, and afterwards relieved 
them from the opprefiion of Pelagius, the Praetorian p/sfeft (Eu- 
rodius, in Vit. 'St. Eplphan, in Sirmond. Oper. tom. i. p. 1670, 
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c H city required the interpofition of his praefcft Ba- 
fihus, m the choice of a Roman pontiff : the de- 
cree which reftrained the clergy from alienating 
their lands, was ultimately deGgned for the be- 
neGc of the people, whofe devotion would have 
been taxed to repair the dilapidations of the 
church Italy was proteded by the arms of 
its conqueror j and its frontiers were refpefted by 
the Barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had 
fo long infulted the feeble race of TheodoGus. 
Odoacer pafled the Hadriatic, to chaftife the af- 
laffins of the emperor Nepos, and to acquire the 
maritime province of Dalmatia. He paffed the 
Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from 
Fava, or Feletheus, king of the Rugians, who 
held his' refidence beyond the Danube. The 
king was vanquiGied in battle, and led away pri- 
ibner j a numerous colony of captives and fub- 
jefls was tranfplanted into Italy ; and Rome, af- 
ter a long period of defeat and difgrace, might 
claim the triumph of her Barbarian mafter 

Notwithftanuing the prudence and fuccefs of 
Odoacer, his kingdom exhibited the fad pro- 
fpedl of mifery and defolacion. Since the age of ’ 
Tiberius, the decay of agriculture 'had been felt 


See Baronins, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 483. N° 10—15. Six- 
teen years afterwards, the irregular proceedings of Bafilius were 
condemned by pope Symmachus in a Roman fynod. 

•17 The wars of Odoacer are concifely mentioned by Paul the 
Deacon (de Geft. Langobard, 1 . i. c. 19. p. 757. edit. Grot.), 
and in the two Chronicles of Cafllodorius and Cufpinian. The life 
of St. Severinus, by Eugipius, which the count de Buat (Hift. des 
Peuples, S-'c. tom. viii. c. 1. 4. 8. 9.) has diligently ftudied, il- 
^ultrates the ruin of Noricum and the Bavarian antiquities. 
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in Italy j and it was a juft fubjeft of complaint, 
that the life of the Roman people depended on 
the accidents of the winds and waves In the 
divifion and the decline of the empire, the tributary 
harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn ; the 
numbers of the inhabitants continuallydiminilhed 
with the means of fubfiftence ; and the country 
was cxhaufled by the irretrievable Ioffes of war, 
famine and peftilence. St. Ambrofe has de- 
plored the ruin of a . populous diftrift, which 
had been once adorned with the flouriftiing cities 
of Bologna, Modena, Regium, and Placentia 
Pope Gelafius was a fubjedl of Odoacer ; and he 
affirms, with ftrong exaggeration, that in Emi- 
lia, Tufeany, and the adjacent provinces, the 
human fpccies was almoft extirpated The 
plebeians of Rome, who were fed by the hand 
of their mafter, perilhed or difappeared, as foon 
as his liberality was fuppreffed ; the decline of 
the arts reduced the induftrious mechanic to 
idlenefs and want ; and the fenators, who might 
ffipport with patience the ruin of their country, 

*>* Tacit. Annal. iii. 53. The Recherches fur rAdminiftratlon 
des Tenes chez les Romains (p. 351 — 361.) clearly ftate the pro- 
grefs of internal decay. 

09 A Lmine, which a(Hi£led Italy at tlie time of the irruption of 
Odoacer, king of the Heruli, is eloquently deferibed in profe and 
verfe, by a French poet (Les Mois, tom. ii. p. 174. zo6. edit, in 
larao.). I am ignorant from whence he derives his information ; 
but I am well afliired that he relates fome fafts incompatible with 
the truth of hiftory. 

•40 See the xxxixth epiftle of St. Ambrofe, as it is quoted by 
Muratorl, fopra le Antichita Italiane, tona. i. Differt. xxi. p. 354. 

' 4 * Aiiniilia, Tiifcia, ceteraeque provlncia: in quibus hominum 
prope nullus exfiftit. Gelafius, Epift. ad Androraachum, ap. Ba- 
roiiium, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 496. N® 36. 

bewailed 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


236 


bewailed their private lofs of wealth and luxury. 

V, One-third of thofe ample eftates, to which the 

ruin of Italy is originally imputed was ex- 
torted for the ufe of the conquerors. Injuries 
were aggravated by infults ; the fenfe of aftual 
fufferings was embittered by the fear of more 
dreadful evils; and as new lands were allotted to 
new fwarms of Barbarians, each fenator was ap- 
prehenfive left the arbitrary furveyors fhould ap- 
proach his favourite villa, or his moft profitable 
farm. The leaft unfortunate were thofe who 
fubmitted without a murmur to the power which 
it was im[X)ftible to refill;. Since they defired to 
live, they owed fome gratitude to the tyrant who 
had fpared their lives j and fince he was the ab- 
folutc inafter of their fortunes, the portion which 
he left muft be accepted as his pure and volun- 
tary gift The diftrefs of Italy was mitigated 
by the prudence and humanity of Odoacer,^ who 
had bound hiinfelf, at the price of his elevation, 
to farisfy the demands of a licentious and tur- 
bulent multitude. The kings of the Barbarians 
v/ere frequently refilled, depofed, or murdered, 
by their native fubjeefs ; and the various bands 
of Italian mercenaries, who alTociated under the 
ftandard of an elective general, claimed a larger 


«4» Vcrumque confitentibus, latifundia pcrdiderc Italiani. Plin. 
Hid. Natur. xviii. 7 . 

•■41 Such ate tlie topics of confclation, or rather of patience, 
which Cicero (ad Familiares, 1. ix. cpift. 17 .) fuggeds to his friend 
Pnpirius Patus, under the military defpoufm of Catfar. The argu- 
ment, however, of “ vivtre pulchcnlimnu duxi,” is more forcibly 
addrefied to a Roman philol'ophtr, who pofledld the free alternative 
of life or dce.th. 
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privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy chap. 
deftitute of national union, and hereditary right, 
haftened to its diflblution. After a reign of four- 
teen years, Odoacer was opprefTed by the fupe- 
rior genius of Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths ; 
a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of 
government, who refcored an age of peace and 
profperity, and whofe name ftill excites and de- 
ferves the attention of mankind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

Origin^ Progrefs,and Effects of the MonajHc Life,-^ 
Conver/ion of the Barbarians to Chrijlianity and 
Arianiftn. — Perfecution of the Vandals in Africa, 
— Extin^ion of Arianiftn among the Barbarians. 


CHAP. 

XXXVII. 


T he indiffbluble connedlion of civil and ec- 
clefiaftical affairs, has compelled and en- 
couraged me, to relate the progrefs, the perfe- 
cutions, the eftablifhment, the divifions, the final 
triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chriftian- 
ity. I have purpofely delayed the confideration 
of two religious events, interefting in the ftudy 
of human nature, and important in the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire. I. The inftitu- 
tion of the monaftic life’i and, II. The convcr- 
fion of the northern Barbarians. 


I The Profperity and peace introduced the diftinc- 

MONAs- tion of the vulgar and the Afcetic Cbriftians*. 
Origin of The loofc and imperfect praflice of religion fa- 

the monks. 


• The origin of the raonaftic inftitutlon has been laborioufly dif* 
CulTed by Thomafin (Difcipline de I’Eglife, tom. i. p. 14.19— 
14.16.) and Helyot (Hill, des Ordres Monaftiques, tom. i. p. i— 
—66.). Thefe authors are very learned and tolerably honed, and 
their difference of opinion fhews the fubjeil in its full extent. Yet 
the<autious Protedant, who didruds any popilh guides, may confult 
the feventh book of Bingham's Chridian Antiquities. 

* See Eufeb. Demondrat. Evangel. ( 1 . i. p. 10, 11. edit. Grsec, 
Rob. Stephani, Paris, 154.5.). In his Ecclefiadical Hidory, pub- 
lilhed twelve years after the Demondration, Euftbius (l.ii. c. 17.) 
afierts the Chridianity of the Therapeutae ; but he appears ignorant, 
that a fimilar inditution was aflually revived in Egypt. 

tisfied 
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tlsfied the confcience of the multitude. The 
prince or magiftrate, the foldicr or merchant, 
reconciled their fervent zeal, and implicit faith, 
with the exercife of their profeflion, the purfuit 
of their intereft, and the indulgence of their paf- 
fions : but the Afcetics who obeyed and abufed 
the rigid precepts of the gofpel, were infpired by 
the favage enthufiafiTi, which reprefents man as 
a criminal, and God as a tyrant. They ferioudy 
renounced the bufinefs, and the pleafures, of the 
age ; abjured the ufe of wine, of flelh, and of 
marriage i chaftifed their body, mortified their 
affections, and embraced a life of mifery, as the 
price of eternal happinefs. In the reign of Con- 
ftantine, the Afcetics fled from a profane and 
degenerate world, to perpetual foHtude, or reli- 
gious fociety. Like the firfl; Chriflians of Jeru- 
falem % they refigned the ufe, or the property, of 
their temporal poflTefiions ; eftablilhed regular 
communities of the fame fex, and a fimilar dif- 
pofuion j and aflumed the names of Hermits^ 
Monks^ and AnachoretSt expreflive of their lonely 
^ retreat in a natural or artificial defert. They 
foon acquired the refpeeft- of the world, which 
they defpifed j and the loudefl; applaiife was be- 
ftowed on this Divine Philosophy % which fur- 

palTed, 

J Caflian (Collat. XTiii. 5.) claims this origin for the intlitution 
of the Ceenditn, which gradually decayed till it was reftorecl by An- 
thony and his difciples. 

4 fltJiXl/.g.TaT#. yo, T( II? at6pa)7tti( iXAtfra ira.a ©itf o TciauTl 

Thefe are the expreflive words of Soacmen, who co- 
pioufly and agreeably deferibes (i. i. c, ii, 13, 14.) the origin and 

progrefs 
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C H A P. 
XXXVIT. 


paflcd, without the aid of fcience or reafon, the 
laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. The 
monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in 
the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death : 
the Pythagorean filence and fubmilTion were re-, 
vived in their fervile difcipline ; and they dif- 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all 
the forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to imi- 
tate a purer and more perfedl model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert ’ j and they rcftored the devout and 
contemplative life, which had been inftituted by 
the Eflenians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The philo- 
fophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aftonifli- 
ment a folitary people, who dwelt among the 
palm trees near the Dead Sea; who fubfifted 
without money, who were propagated without 
women ; and who derived from the difguft and 


progrefs of this monkiih philofophy (fee Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclef. 
tom. ii. p. 14.41.). Some modern writers, Lipfius (tom. iv. p.448. 
Manuduft. ad PhiJof, Stoic, iii. 13.), and La Motlie le Vayer 
(tom. it. dc la Vcrtu des Payens, p. 228— 161.), have compared 
the Carmelites to the Pythagoreans, and the Cynics to the Ca- 
pucins. 

5 The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regular fuccefllon, 
from the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Beziers, A. D. 1682. in 
Bayle's Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, Oeuvres, tom. i. 
p. Sz, X'c. and the prolix irony of the Ordres MonalSqucs, an 
anonymous work, tom. i. p. i — 433. Berlin, 1751.). Rome, and 
the inquifttion of Spain, filenced the profane criticifm of the Jefuits 
of Flanders (Helyot, Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, tom. i. 
p. 282 — 300.), and the ftatue of Elijah, the Carmelite, has beeii 
•refted in the church of St. Peter (Voyages du P. Labat, tom. ili. 

p. 8;.). 

' ' repentance 
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repentance of mankind, a perpetual fupply of 
Voluntary afTociates \ 

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, af- 
forded the firft example of the monaftic life. 
.Antony % an illiterate * youth of the lower parts 
of Thebais, diftributed his patrimony ®, deferred 
his family and native home, and executed his 
monaftic penance with original and intrepid fana- 
ticifin. After a long and painful noviciate, 
among the tombs, and in a ruined tower, he 
boldly advanced into the defert three days jour- 
ney to the eaftward of the Nilej difeovered a 

® Plin. Hift. Natur. v. 15. Gens' fola, et !n toto oilie prxter 
ceteras niiia, fine u!la feminl, omni venere abdicata, line pecunia, 
focia palmanini. Ita per feculorum millia (incrediblle difVu) gens 
aetenia eft in qua nemo nafeitur. ‘Tam fcecunda illis aliorum vitr 
poenitentia eft. He places them juft beybml the noxious influence 
of the lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the ncaieft towns. 
The Laura, and monaftery of St. Sabas, could not be far diftant 
from this place. See Reland. Paleftin. tom. i. p. 295. tom. ii. 
p. 763. S74. SSo. S90. 

7 See Athanaf. Op. tom. ii. p; 450—503. and the Vit. Patrum, 
p. 26 — 74. svith Rofweydc’s Annotations. The former is the 
Greek original ; the latter, a very ancient Latin verfion by Evagriusi 
the friend of St. Jerom. 

ft rpa/Afiarx fxtt /AaStit ya miTj^tTs. Athanaf. tom. ii. in Vit. St. 
Anton, p. 4^2. ; and the aflertion of his total ignorance has been 
received by many of the ancients and moderns. But Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 666.) fliews, by fome probable argu- 
ments, that Antony could read and write in the Coptic his native 
tongue; and that he was only a ftranger to the Creei /titers. The 
phiiofopher SynefiuS (p. 51.) acknowledges, that the natural ge- 
nius of Antony did not require the aid of learning. 

9 /rurte autem crant ei trecenta: iiberes, et valdfe optimas (Vit. 
Patr. 1. i. p. 36.). If the jlrura be a fquare meafure of an hundred 
Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onomafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. 

,015.) 5 and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two 
Englilh inches (Graves, voll i. p. 233.), the arura will confirt 
of about three quarters of an Englilh acre. 

VoL. VI. R lontly 
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x:^x^n* lonely fpot, which pofleffed the advantages of 
■ fliade and water, and fixed his laft refidence on 
, mount Colzim near the Red Sea j where an an- 
cient monaftery ftill preferves the name^and me- 
mory of the faint The curious devotion pf 
the Chriftians purfued him to the defert ; and 
when he was obliged to appear at Alexandria, in , 
the face of mankind, he fupported his fame with 
diferetion and dignity. He enjoyed the friend- 
fliip of Athanafius, whofe doftrine he approved i 
• ' and the Egyptian peafant refpedfully declined a 

refpeflful invitation from the emperor Conftan- 
tine. The venerable patriarch (for Antony at- 
tained the age of one hundred and five years) 
beheld the numerous progeny which had been 
formed by his example and his leflbns. The 
prolific colonies of monks multiplied with rapid 
increafe on the fands of Libya, upon the rocks 
of Thebais, and in the cities of the Nile. To 
the fouth of Alexandria, the mountain, and ad- 
jacent defert, of Nitria, were peopled by five 
thoufand 'anachorets ; and the traveller may 
ftill inveftigate the ruins of fifty monafteries, 
which were planted in that barren foil, by the 
difciples of Antony In the Upper Thebais, 

The defeription of the monaftery is jjiven by Jerom (tom. i. 
p. 248, 249. in Vit. Hilarion), and the P. Sicard (Miffions du Le- 
vant, tom.v. p. 122 — 200.). Their accounts cannot always be re- 
conciled : the Father painted from his fancy, and the Jefuit from his 
experience. 

Jerom, tom. i. p. 146. ad Euftochium. Hift. Lanfiac. c. 7. 
in ^t. Patrum, p. 712. The P. Sicard (Miffions du Levant, 
tonT ii. p. 29—79.) vifited, and has deferibed, this defert, which 
now contains four monafteries, and twenty or thirty monks. Set 
D'Anville Defeription de I’Egypte, p. 74. . , 

the 
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the vacant Ifland of Tabenne'* was occupied by 

Pachomius, and fourteen hundred of his bre- yiJ 

thren. That holy abbot fucceflively founded nine 
monafteries of men, and one of women j and the 
feftival of Eafter fometimes collefted fifty thou- 
fand religious perfons, who followed his angelie 
rule of difcipline The {lately and populous 
city of Oxyrinchus, the feat of Chriftian ortho- 
doxy, had devoted the temples, the public edi- 
fices, and even the ramparts, to pious and cha- 
ritable ufes ; and the bifhop, who might preach 
in twelve churches, computed ten thoufand fe- 
males, and twenty thoufand males, of the mo- 
naflic profefiion The Egyptians, who glo- 
ried in this marvellous revolution, were difpofed 
to hope, and to believe, that the number of the 
monks was equal to the remainder of the 
people'*} and poflerity might repeat the faying, 
which had formerly been applied to the facred 

Tabenne is a fmall ifland in the Nile, in the dlocefe of Teii- 
tyra or Dcndera, between the modern town of Girge and the ruins 
of ancient Thebes (D’Anville, p. i94,.)- M.^de Tillemont doubts 
whether it was an ifle ; but I may conclude, from his own fafls, 
that the primitive name was aftei wards transferred to the great rao- 
naflery of Bau or Pabau (Mem. Ecclcf. tom. vii. p. 678. 688.). 

See in the Codex Regularum (pubiifiied by Lucas Holftcnius, 

Rome, 1661.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin verfion of the Rule 
of Pachomius, tom. i. p. 61. 

‘4 Rufin. c. 5. in Vit. Patrum, p. 459. He calls it, civitas am- 
•valde et populofa, and reckons twelve churclies. Strabo 
( 1 . xvii. p. 1166.), and Ammianus (xxii. 16.) have made ho- 
nourable mention of Oxyrinchus, whofe inhabitants adored a fmall 
fifli in a magnificent temple. 

>5 Quanti populi habentur in urbibus, tanta ptene habentur in 
defertis multitudines monachorum. Rufin. c. 7. in Vit. Patrum, 
p. 461. He congratulates the fortunate change. 
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animals of the fame country, That, in Egypt, it 
was lefs difficult 'to find a god, than a man. 

Athanafius introduced into Rome the know- 
ledge and praftice of the monaftic life j and a 
fchool of this new philofophy was opened by the 
difcrplcs of Antony, who accompanied their pri- 
mate to the holy threffiold of the Vatican. The 
ftrange and favagc appearance of thefe Egyptians 
excited, at firft, horror and contempt, and, at length, 
applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenators, 
and more efpecially the matrons, transformed 
their palaces and villas into religious houfes j 
and the narrow inftitution of fix Veftals, was 
eclipfed by the frequent monafteries, which were 
feated on the ruins of ancient temples, and in the 
mrdlt of the Roman Forum *®. Inflamed by the 
example of Antony, a Syrian youth, whofe name 
was Hilarion fixed his dreary abode on a fandy 
beach, between the fea and a morafs, about feven 
miles from Gaza. The auflere penance, in which 
he perfiPied forty eight years, diffufed a fimilar 
enthufiafm ; and the holy man was followed by a 
train of two or th;ce tlioufand anachorets, when- 
ever he vifircd the innumerable monafteries of Pa- 
leftine. The fame of liafil '* is immortal in the 

monaftic 


'<> The ir.trcJuction of the moi'aftic life mto Rome and Italy, is 
occafionaljy mentioned by Jerom (torn. i. p, 1 19, 120. 199.). 

'7 See the Tife of Hilarion, by St. Jerom (tom. i. p. 241. 252.). 
The (lories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malehu.s, by the fame author, 
are admirably told ^ and the only defei 5 l of thele pleafmg compo- 
fitions is the want of truth and common fenfe. 

'S His original retreat was in a fmall village on the banks of the 
Ifh, cot far from Fico-Casllirea, '1 he ten or twelve years of his 

, monaltic 
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ir.onaftic hiftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that 

had tafted the learning and eloquence ot Athens ; ^ — * 

with an ambition, fearedy to be fatisfied by the 
archbilhopric of CaJlarea, Bafil retired to a fa- 
vage folitude in Pontus ; and deigned, for a whde, 
to give laws to the fpiritiial colonies which he pro- 
fufely fcattered along the coaft of the Black Sea. 

In the Weft, Martin of Tours a foldier, an Mmtinin 
hermit, a bifhop, and a faint, eftabliftied the' j^o. 
monafteries of Gaul ; two thoufand of his dif- 
ciples followed him to the grave ; and his elo- 
quent hiftorian cha’lenges the dclerts of Thebais, 
to produce, in a more favourable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the 
monks was not lefs rapid, or univerfil, than that 
of Chriftianity itfelf. Every province, and, at 
laft, every city, of the empire, was filled with 
their increafing multitudes; and the bleak and 
barren illes, from Lerins to Lipa.ri, that aril'e out 
of the Tufean fea, were chofen by the anachorets, 
for the place of their voluntary exile. An e-afy 
and perpetual intercourfe by fea and land con- 
nected the provinces of the Roman world ; and 
the life of Hilarion difplays the facility with 
wiiich an indigent hermit of Palcftine mitjht tra- 

<j O' ' 

iixinallic life were illlluibc<l hy long and frequent aTocationf. 

Some critics hate difputcd the aulheniicity of liis Af'ceiic rules ; but 
the external evidence is weighty, and they can only pioyc, that it is 
the work of a realtor alFefled enihulialt. See I'illemoist, Mcin. 

Ecclef. tom. ix. p. 636—644. Hdyot, Hill, dts Oidies Monair 
tiques, tom. i. p. 175 — 181. 

'9 See his Life, and the Three Dialogues by Snlpiciiis Severus, 

\yho aderts (Dialog, i. 16.), that the bcokiellcrs oi Rome weie de. 

Jighted with the quick and itady litle of-his populai wotk. 

vH 3 verfe 
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CHAP, verfe Egypt, embark for Sicily, efcape to Epirus,' 
and finally fettle in the ifland of Cyprus Th6 
Latin Chriftians embraced the religious inftitu- 
tions of Rome. The pilgrims, who vifited Jerufa- 
lem, eagerly copied, in the moftdiftant climates of 
the earth, the faithful model of the monadic life. 
The difciples of Antony fpread themfclves be- ‘ 
yond the tropic over the Chridian ernpire of 
jEthiopia“. The monadery of Banchor in 
Flinifbire, which contained above two thoufand 
brethren, diTperfed a numerous colony among 
the Barb.arians of Ireland } and Iona, one of 
the Hebrides, which was planted by the Irilh 
monks, difFufed over the northern regions a 
doubtful ray of fcience and fuperdition **. 

* ' ' Tiiefc 

*0 When Hilarion failed from Parxtonium to Cape Pachynus, he 
offered to pay his paffage with a book of the Gofpels. Pofthiimian, 
a Gallic monk, who had tiCted iigypt, found a inerchant-ihip 
bound from Alexandria to Marfeilles, and performed the voyage in 
thirty days (Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. i.). Athanafius, who addreffed 
his Life of St. Antony to the forcign monks, was obliged to haflen 
the compoCtion, that it might be ready for the failing of the fleets 
(tom. ii. p. 451 .). ■ 

See Jerom (tom. i. p. 126.) Affemanni, Bibliot. Orient, 
tom. iv. p. 92. p. S 57— 919. and Geddes, Church Hidory of aEtbio- 
pia, p. 29, 30, 31. The Habyflinian monks adhere' very lliiilly to 
the primitive inllitiition. 

‘ Cambden’s Britannia, vol. i. p. 666, 667. 

I *5 All that learning can extrafl from the rubhifh of the dark ages 

is copioufly ftated by archbilhop Ulher, in his llritannicarum Eccle* 
frarum Anti^uitates, cap. xvi.yK 423 — 303, 

*+ This finall, though not barren, fpot, Iona, Hy, or Columb- 
kill, only two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has been 
diftinguillied, i. Ly the monafleiy of St. Columba, fourfded A. D. 
566; whofe abbot exeycifed an extraordinary jurifdiftion over the 
bilhops of Caledonia, i. By a c.'a^e library, which afforded fome 
topes of an entire Livy; and, 3. By the torlibs of lixty kings, 

1 Scots, 
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Thefe unhappy exiles from focial life, were im- 
pelled by the dark and implacable genius of fu- < — 
perftition. Their mutual refolution was fup- 
ported by the example of millions, of either fex, progrei's* 
of every age, and of every rank ; and each pro- 
felyte, who entered the gates of a monaflery, was 
perfuaded, that he trod the fteep and thorny 
path of eternal happinefs^’. But the operation of 
thefe religious motives was varioudy determined 
by the temper and fituation of mankind. Reafon 
might fubdue, or pafTion might fufpend, their in- 
fluence : but they afted moft forcibly on the in- 
firm minds of children and females j they were 
ftrengthened by fecret remorfe, or accidental mif- 
fortune ; and they might derive fome aid from the 
ternpdfal confiderations of vanity or interefl. It 
was naturally fuppofed, that the pious and hum- 
ble' monks, who had renounced the world, to ac- 
.complifh the work of their falvation, were the bell 
(!}ualified‘ for the fpiritual government of the 
Chriftians. The reluftant hermit was torn from 
his cell, and feated, amidft the acclamations of 
the people, on the epifcopal throne : the mona- 

Septs, Irifli, and Norwegians ; who repofed in holy ground. See 
Ulher (p. 311, 360—370.), and Buchanan (Rer. Scot. 1 . ii. p. 15. 
edit. Ruddiman). 

Chryfortom (in the firit tome of the Benediflinc edition) hat 
confecrated three books to the praife and defence of the monadic 
life. He is encouraged by the example of the ark, to prefume, that 
none but the eleft (the monks) can poffibly be faved (1. i. p. 55, 

56.). Elfewhcre indeed he becomes more merciful ( 1 . iii. p. 83, 

84..), and allows different degree’s of glory like the fun, moon, and 
ftars. In his lively comparifon of a king and a monk ( 1 . iii. 
p. 116— izi), he fuppofes (what is ha>dly fair) that the king will be 
more fparingly rewarded, and more rigoroufly puniflied. 
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CHAP, (lerics of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the Eaft, fup-r 
V , — plied a regular fucceffion of faints and bifhops ; 

and ambition foon difcovercd the fecret road 
which led to the polfeirion of wealth and ho- 
nours**. The popular monks, whofe reputation 
was conneded with the fame and fuccefs of the 
order, afllduoufly laboured to multiply tlie num- 
ber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated 
themfelves into noble and opulent families ; and 
the fpecious arts of flattery and fedudlion were 
employed to fecure thofe profelytes, who might 
bedow wealth or dignity on the monadic profef- 
fion. The indignant, father bewailed the lofs, 
perhaps of an only fon*'; the credulous maid 
was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of na- 
ture ; and the matron afpired to imaginary per- 
fection, by renouncing the virtues of domedic 
life. Paula yielded to the perfuafive eloquence 
of Jerom **} and the profane title of mother-in- 
law of God tempted that illudrious widow, to 

Thomafin (Difcipline de I’Eglifc, tom. i. p. — i4-6y', .m<t 

Miblllon (Oeuvres Pofthumes, tom. ii. p. 115—158.). The monks 
were gradually adopted as a part of the ecclefiaftical hierarchy. 

*7 Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. no.) liberally cenfures the condufl 
and writings of Chryfoftom, one of the raoft eloquent and fuccefsfu) 
advocates for the monadic life. 

Jerom's devout ladies form a very confiderable portion of his 
works : the particular treatife, which he (lyles the Epitaph of Paula 
(10m. i. p. 169 — 19a.), is an elaborate and extravagant panegyric. 
The exordium is riJiculoufly turgid : “ If all the nieinbus of my 
“'body were changed into longues, and if all my limbs rclbundeJ 
“ with a human voice, yrt fliould I be incapable, &c.” 

*7 Socrus Dei elfe ccepifti (Jeiom. tom. i. p. 140. adEullochium), 
Rufinus (in Hieronym. Op. tom.iv. p. 113.), wlio was jultiy fcan- 
'dalized, aftts ids adverfary. From wk.at Paga.n poet he had itolen at» 
p.vprtflion fo impious and abfuul ? 

confecrate 
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confecrate the virginity of her daughter Eufto- 
chium. By the advice, and in the company, of 
herfpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and 
her infant fon ; retired to the holy village of Beth,- 
lem i founded an hofpital and four monaftcries { 
and acquired, by her alms and pennance, an 
eminent and confpicuous ftation in the catholic 
church. Such rare and illuftrious penitents were 
celebrated as the glory and example of their age ; 
but the monaftcries were filled by a crowd of ob- 
fcure and abjeft plebeians who gained in the 
cloyfter much more than they had facrificed in 
the world. Peafants, flaves, and mechanics, 
might efcape "from poverty and contempt, to a 
fafe and honourable profeffion ; whofe apparent 
hardftiips were mitigated by cuftom, by popular 
applaufe, and by the fecret relaxation of dif- 
cipline”. The fubjeiftsof Rome, whofe perfons 
and fortunes were made refponfible for unequal 
and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref- 
fion of the Imperial government; and the pufil- 
lanimous youth preferred the pennance of a mo- 
paftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The 


5 ° Nunc autem veniunt f’ertmjue ad hsne profcflioncm feivi- 
tiitis Dti, et ex conditione fervil!, vel etinm liberal!, vel 
propter hoc a Dominis liberati five liberandi ; et ex vita nidi- 
car.a, et ex opificum excrcitaticne, et plebeio laborc. Aiippirtin, 
de Oper. Monach. c. ii. ap. Thomafiin. Difcipiiiie del’Egllii, 
tom. iii. p. 1094. The Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius, owiud 
that he led a more comfortable life as a monk, than as a lliep- 
herd. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xjv. p. 679. 

A Dominican friar (Voyages du P. Lab.it, tom. i. p. 10. J, 
who lodged at Cadiz in a convent of his biethren, foon iinderftood, 
that their repofe was never interrupted by noftiirnal devotion; 
' qiioiqu’on uc lahl’e p.as dc fanner pour I’edification du peuple.” 

a.ftiighred 
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XXXVII* provincials, of cver7 rank, who fled 

— i before the Barbarians, found Ihelter and fub- 
- fiftence j whole legions were buried in thefe re- 
ligious fanftuariesj and the fame cayfc, which 
relieved the diflirefs of individuals, impaired the 
ftrength and fortitude of the empire 
Obedience The monaftic profeflion of the ancients was 
monlu. 20 a£t of Voluntary devotion. The inconftant fa- 
natic was threatened with the eternal vengeance of 
. the God whom he deferted : but the doors of the 
monaftery were ftill open for repentance. Thofe 
monks, whofe confcience was fortified by reafon 
-or paflion, were at liberty to refume the cha- 
-raftcr of men and citizens j and even the fpoufes 
of Chrift might accept the legal embraces of an 
earthly lover The examples of fcandal, and 
the progrefs of fuperftition, fuggefted the pro- 
priety of more forcible reftraihts. After a fuf- 

' • t 

See a very fenfible preface 6f Lucas Holftenius to tbe Codex Re- 
gularum. The emperors attempted to fuppoi t the obligation of pub- 
lic and private duties ; but the feeble dykes wer e fwept away by the 
torrent of fuperftition : and Juftinian furpaflfed the moft fanguifie 
. wifties of the monks (Thomaflin, tom. i. p, 1783-^799. and Ring- 

ham, 1. vii. c. 3. p. 253. L 

3 * The monaftic inftitutions, particularly thofe of Egypt, about 
the year 4.00, are deferibed by four curious and devout travellers ; 
Rufinus fVit. Patruin, 1 . ii, iii. p. 424 — 5360 > Pofthumian (Snip. 
Sever. Dialog, i.), Palladius (Hift. Laufiac. in Vit. Patmm, 
p. 709 — 863.), and Caffian (fee in tom. vii. Kibliothec. Max. Pa- 
trum, his four firft books of Inftitutes, and the twenty-four Colla- 
tions or Conferences,). 

33 The example of Malchus (Jerom. tom. i. p. 256.), and the 
deftgn of Cadian and his friend (Collation xxiv. i.) are inconteftable 
proofs of their freedom ; which is elegantly deferibed by Erafmus in 
his Life of St. Jerom. ' Sec Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, tom. vi. 
p. »79— 300. I 

ficient 
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fic’jcnt trial, the fidelity of the novice was fecured CHAP, 
by a folemn and perpetual vow ; and his irrevo- ■ '• 

cable engagement was ratified by the laws of the 
church and ftate. A guilty fugitive was purfued, 
arrefted, and reftored to his perpetual prifon j and 
the interpofition of the magiftrate opprefied the 
freedom and merit, which had alleviated, in fome 
degree, the abjeft llavery of the monadic dif- 
cipline **. The a<dions of a monk, his words, 
arid even his thoughts, were determined by an 
inflexible rule or a capricious fuperior: the 
flighted offences were corredVed by difgrace or 
confinement, extraordinary fads or bloody flageT- 
lation ; and difobedience, murmur, or delay, 
were ranked in the catalogue of the mod heinous 
fins**. A blind fubmifiion to the commands of 


14 €ee the Laws of Jultinian (Novel, cxniii. N° 41.), and of 
Lewis the Pious (in the Hiftorians of France, tom. vi. p. 4.17.), and 
the aflual jurll’pnldence of France, in DenilTart (Decifions, &c. 
tom. iv. p. 855, &c,).- 

15 The ancient Codex Regularura, collcfted by Bencdift Ania- 
ninus, the reformer of the monks in the beginning of the ninth cen- 
tury, and publithed in the feventeenth, by Lucas Holfteniiis, con- 
tains thirty different rliles for men and women. Of thefe, feveh 
were compofed in Egypt, one in the Eaft, one in Cappadocia, one 
in Italy, one in A.'rica, four in Spain, eight in. Gaul, or France, 
and one in England. 

1® The rule of Columhanus, fo prevalent ia the Weft, inflifls 
one hundred lathes for very flight offences (Cod. Reg. part ii. 
p. J74.). Before the ime of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged them- 
felves in mutilating their monks, or putting out their eyes ; a pli- 
jlifliment much Icfs cruel than the tremendous vaJein pact (the fuE- 
ttrraneous dungeon, or fepulchve), which was afterwards invented. * 
See an admirable difeourfe of the learned Mabillon (Oeuvres Poft- 
bumes, tom. ii. p. 311 — 336.) j who, on this occafion, feems to be 
infptred by the genius of humanity. For fuch an effort, I can for- 
give his defence of the holy tear of Vendonio (p, 3(1 — 399.}. 


the 
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C H A. P. the abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal, 

V ! they might feem, w'as the ruling principle, the 
firft virtue of the Egyptian monks ; and their pa- 
tience was frequently exercifed by the moft ex- 
travagant trials. They were direded to remove 
an enormous rock ; affiduoufly to water a barren 
ftafF, that was planted in the ground, till, at the 
end of three years, it fhould vegetate and bloffom 
like a tree; to walk into a fiery furnace; or to 
caft their infant into a deep pond : and feveral 
faints, or madmen, have been immortalized in 
monaftic ftory, by their thoughtlcfs, and fear- 
lefs, obedience The freedom of the mind, 
the fourcc of every generous and rational fen- 
timent, was deftroyed by the habits of credu- 
lity and fubmifllon ; and the monk, contracting 
the vices of a Have, devoutly followed the faith 
and paflionsofhis ecclefiaftical tyrant. The peace 
of the eaftern church was invaded by a fwarm of 
fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or hu- 
manity ; and the Imperial troops acknowledged, 
without fiiamc, that they were much lei's appre- 
hcnfive of an encounter with the fiercdl Bar-, 
barians 


37 Sulp. Sevtr. Dialog, i. 12, 13. p. 531, kc. CafTian. Inliitut. 
1 . iv. c. 26, 2". “ Piajcipua ibi viitus et pnma ell obedientia." 

Among ilie veiba leniormii {in Vit. Patiami, I. v. p. 617.), the 
fourteenth libel or difconile is on the fubjeft ol obedience ; and iht 
Jeluit Rol'wcyde, who piiblidud that huge volume for the ule of con» 
vents, has colletlcJ all the fcattered palVagcs In his two copious in- 
dexes. 

3 ** Dr. Joilin (Rcmaiks on Ecclefiaftical Hilloryj vol. iv .p. 161.) 
has ob.'civcd the Icandalous valour ct ths Cappadocian monks, which 
was cjtempliMed in the ban:l>..T:ent cf Chryfctlom. 

S’J^Cr- 
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Superftition has often framed and confecrated 
the fantaftic garments of the monks”; but their 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from 
their uniform attachment to a fimple and primi- 
tive model, which the revolutions of fafhion 
have made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. 
The father of the Benedidtines exprefsly difclaims 
all idea of choice, or merit; and foberly exhorts 
his difciples to adopt the coarfe and convenient 
drefs of the countries which they may inhabit*®. 
The monaftic habits of the ancients varied with 
the climate, and their mode of life; and theyaf- 
fumed, with the fame indifference, the fheep- 
fkin of the Egyptian peafants, or the cloak of 
the Grecian philofophers. They allowed them- 
fclves the ufe of linen in Egypt, where it was a 
cheap and domeUic inanufadture ; but in the 
Wefl, they rejedted fuch an expenfive article of 
foreign luxury **. It was the pradtice of the 
monks either to cut or (have their hair; they 
wrapped ’ their heads in a cowl, to efcape the 
light of profane objedts; their legs and feet were 
naked, except in the extreme cold of winter; 
and their flow and feeble fteps were fupported by 
a long ftaff. The afpedt of a genuine anachoret 
was horrid and difgufting : every fenfation that 


<9 CafTian has limply, though copiouHy, deferib^d the monallic 
habit of Egypt (Ir.lHtut. 1 . i.), to which Sozomcn ( 1 . iii. c. 14.) 
attributes Inch allegorical meaning and virtue. 

4 ° Regul. Benedift. N° 55. in Cod. Regul. part ii. p. 51. 

4 ’ Sec the Rule of Ferreolus, bilhop of Ufez (N° 51. in Cod. 
Regul. paitii. p. ij6.), and of Ilidore, biHiop of Seville (N’lj. 
>u CoJ. Regul. part ii. p. 114.). 

is 
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CHAP, is offenfive to man,' was thought acceptable to 

XXXVII. . * 

'■ God j and the angelic rule of Tabenne con- 
demned the falutary cuftom ofbathing the limbs 
in water, and of anointing them with oil The 
auftere monks flept on the ground, on a hard 
mat, or a rough blanket j and the: fame bundle 
of palm-leaves ferved them as a feat in the day, 
and a pillow in the night. Their original cells 
were low narrow huts, built .of the flighteft ma- 
terials j which formed, by the regular diftribu- 
tion of the Itreets, a large and populous village, 
inclofing, within the common Wall, a church, 
an hofpital, perhaps a library, fome ncceffary 
pffices, a garden, and a fountain or refervoir of 
frelh water. Thirty or forty brethren compofed 
a family of feparate difeipline and diet; and the 
great monafteries of Egypt confifted of thirty or 
forty families. 

Theirdlet. Pleafure and guilt are fynonymous terms in the 
language of the monks : and they had difeovered, 
by experience, that rigid falls, and abftemious 
diet, are the moll cffe.5lual prefervatives againft 
the impure dcfires of the fielh^L The rules of ab- 

4 * Some partial indulgences were granted fof the hands and feet. 

Totum autem corpus nemo unguet nifi causa infirmitatis, nec la- 
" vabitur aqua nqdo corpore, nifi languor perfpicuus fit.” (Regul. 
Pachom. xcii. part i. p. 73.) 

4 ! St. Jerom, in ftrong, but indifereet, language, expreffes the 
moft important life of falling andabftinence : “ Non quod Deusuni- 

verfitatis Creator et Dominus, iptellinorum noflroruin nigittl, 
“ et inanitate ventris, pulmonlfque ardore delefletur, fed quod 
“ allier pudicitia tuta elfe non polTit.” (Op. tom. i. p. 137. ad 
Euftochium.) See the twelfth and twenty-fecond Collations of 
Calhan, Cajlitatt, and dc Illu/lotiiiut Noclurnit, 

t ftinence. 
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ftinence, which they impofed, or praftifed, were 

not uniform or perpetual : the cheerful fcftival ^ ^ 

of the Pentecoft was balanced by the extraor- 
dinary mortification of Lent; the fervour of new 
monafteries was infenfibly relaxed ; and the vora- 
cious appetite of the Gauls could not imitate the 
patient, and temperate, virtue of the Egyp- 
tians*^. The difciples of Anthony and Pacho- 
mius were fatisfied with their daily pittance 
of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifcuit**, 
which they divided into two frugal repafts, of 
the afternoon, and of the evening. It was 
efteemed a merit, and almoft a duty, to abftain 
from the boiled vegetables, which were provided 
for the refedlory ; but the extraordinary bounty 
of the abbot fometimes indulged them with the 
luxury of cheefe, fruit, fallad, and the fmall 
dried fifh of the Nile *\ A more ample latitude 


4+ Edacitas in Grascis gu!a eft, in Gallis natura (Dialog, i. c. 4. 

р, 511.). Caflian fairly owns, that the perfeft model of abftinence 
cannot be imitated In Gaul, on account of the aerum temperies, and 
the qualitas noftrae fragilitatis (Inftitut. iv. 11.). Among the 
weftern rules, that of Columbanus is the moft aufterc ; he had been 
educated amidft the poverty of Ireland, as rigid perhaps, and in- 
inflexible, as the abftemious virtue of Egypt. The Rule of Ifidore 
of Seville is the mildeft : on holidays he allows the ufe of flelh. 

41 “ Thofe who drink only water, and have no nutritious liquor, 
“ ought, at leaft, to have a pound and a )\M (twenty -four ounces) of 
“ bread every day.” State of Prifons, p. 40. by Mr. Howard. 

4 * See Caflian. Collat. 1 . ii. 19, ao, ii. The fmall loaves, or 
bifcult, of fix ounces each, had obtained the name of Paximacia 
(Kofweyde, Onomafticon, p. 1045.). Pachoraius, however, al- 
lowed Iris monks fome latitude in the quantity of their food; but he 
made them work in proportion as they eat (Pallad. in Hift. Laufiac. 

с. 38, 39. in Vit. Patruai, 1 . viii. p. 736, 737.). 

47 See the banquet to which Caflian (CclU'.ion viii. i.) was in- 
vited by Serenus, an Egyptian abbot. 
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CHAP, of fea afid river fifh was gradually allowed Or 

XXXVII. ^ ^ 

1^— ^ 'j aflumed : but the ufe of flefh was long confined 
to the Tick or travellers and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monafteries of Europe, 
a fingular diftindlion was introduced j as if birds, 
whether wild or domeftic, had been lefs profane 
than the grofler animals of the field. Water was 
the pure and innocent beveridge of the primitive 
monks j and the founder of the Benedidlines re- 
grets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, 
which had been extorted from him by the intem- 
perance of the age Such an allowance might 

, be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy j and 

his viftorious difciples, who palTed the Alps, the 
Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of 
wine, an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer 
or cyder. 

Their ma- The Candidate who afpired to the virtue of 

W evangelical poverty, abjured, at his firft entrance 
into a regular community, the idea, and even 
the name, of ail feparate, or exclufive, poffef- 
fion The brethren were fupporced by their 
manual labour j and the duty of labour was 


4* See the Rule of St. Eenetlift, N° 39, 40. (in Cod. Reg; 
part ii. p. 41, 41.) Licet legamus vinum omnino monachoium 
non efle, fed quia noftris ternporibus id monachis perfuaderi non 
poteft ; he allows them a Roman hemina, a incafure which may be 
afeertained from Arbuthnot’s Tables. 

49 Such expreflions, as my book, my cloak, my (hoes (Ca(Han. 
Inditut. 1 . iv. c. 13.), were not lefs (everely prohibited among the 
Weftern monks (Cod. Regiil. part ii. p. 174. 235. 288.); and the 
Rule of Columbanus punilhed them with fsx lafhes. The ironical 
author of the Ordrts MoxaJhijues, who laughs at the foolifh nicety of 
modem convents, feems ignorant that the ancients were equally 
abfurd. 

I ftrenuoudy 


Digitized by Coogle 


O? THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


firenuoufly recommended as a pennance, as an 
cxercife, and as the mofl: laudable means of fe- i -.-i-ni/ 
curing their daily fubfiftence The garden, 
and fields, which the induftry of the monks had 
often refcued from the fore ft or the morafs, were 
diligently cultivated by their hands. They per* 
formed, without reluftance, the menial offices of 
ilaves and domeftics j and the feveral trades that 
were necefiary to provide their habits, their uten- 
fils, and their lodging, were exercifed within the 
precincts of the great monafteries. The monaftic 
fludies have tended, for the moft part, to darken, 
father than to difpel, the cloud of fuperftition. 

Yet the curiofity or zeal of fome learned folita- 
fies has cultivated the ecclefiaftical, and even the 
profanCj fciences : and pofterity muft gratefully 
acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and 
Roman literature have been preferved and mul* 
tiplied by their indefatigable pens But the 
more humble induftry of the monks, efpecially 
in Egypt, was contented with the filent, feden- 


5 * Two great mailers of ecclefiaftical fcience, the P. Thomaflia 
(Difcipline de I'Eglifc, tom. iii. p. 1090—1139.), and the P. Ma- 
billon (Etudes Monaftiqu'es, tom. i. p. 116 — 155.), have ferioully 
examined ihe manual labour of the monks, which the former conli* 
ders as a mrit, and the latter as a Juty. 

S‘ Mabillon (Etudes Monaftiqucs, tom. i. p. 47 — 55.) has col- 
lefted many curious fafls to juftify the literary labours of hjs prede- 
ceflbrs, both in the Eatt and Weft. Books were copied in the 
ancient monafteries of Egypt (Cafltan. Inftitut. ). iv. c. 12.), and 
by the difciples of St. Martin (Sulp. Sever, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. 
p. 473.). Cafliodorius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudies 
of the monks; and vie ftiall not be fcandalircd, if their pen forae- 
tiines wandered from Chryfoftom and Auguftin, to diomer, and 
Virgil. 

VoL. VI. S tary, 
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X3^vn occupation, of making wooden fandals, or 

■ - - '« of twitting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and balkets. The fuperfluous ttock, which was 
not confumed in domettic ufe, fupplied, by trade, 
the wants of the community ; the boats of Ta- 
benne, and the other monatteries of Thebais, 
defcended the Nile as far as Alexandria j and, in 
a Chrittian market, the fanftity of the workmen 
might enhance the intrinfic value of the work. 
Their But the neceflity of manual labour was infen- 

' *’ fibly" fuperfeded. The novice was tempted to 
bettow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceflions of legacy or inheritance Melania 
contributed her plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of filverj and Paula contradled an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
monks *, who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and pennance to a rich and liberal fin- 
ner ”, Time continually increafed, and acci- 
dents could feldom diminitti, the eftates of the 
popular monatteries, which fpread over the ad- 
s' Thomaflin (Difcipline de I’Eglire, tom. iii. p. 118. 145, 146. 
171— 179.) has examined the revolution of the civil, canon, and 
common, law. IVIodcrn France confirms the death which monks 
have inflif^ed on themfelves, and juftly deprives them of all right of 
inheritance. 

55 See Jeiom (tom. i. p. 176. i8j.). The monk Pambo made 
a fublime anfwer to Melania, who wiflied to fpecify the value of her 
gift: “ Do you offer it to me, or to God? If to God, HE who 
“ fufpends the mountains in a balance, need not be informed of the 
“ weight of your plate." (Pallad, Hift. Laufiac, c. 10. in the 
Vit. Patrum, 1 . viii. p. 7»5.) 

jacent 
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jacent country and cities : and, in the firft cen- ' 

tury of their inftitution, the infidel Zofimus has . 
raalicioufly obferved, that, for the benefit of the 
poor, the Chriflian monks had reduced a great 
part of mankind to a ftatc of beggary As 
long as they maintained their original fervour, 
they approved themfclves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent ftewards of the charity, which 
was entrufted to their care. But their difcipline 
was corrupted by profperity; they gradually 
aflumed the pride of wealth, and at laft indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worfhip, and the decent motive of eredling 
durable habitations for an immortal fociety. But 
every age of the church has accufed the licen- 
tioufnefs of the degenerate monks j who no 
longer remembered the objeft of their inftitution, 
embraced the vain and fcnfual pleafures of the 
world, which they had renounced ”, and fcan- 
daloufly abufed the riches which had been ac- 
quired by the auftere virtues of their found- 

T« *r»X» |Ut(oc TM },„( .xiuw-arro, tm rana 

vrttx?''- trartat {mt umn) wri»xnt Mtaftigmmt. Zofim. 1. v. p. 3,5. 

Yet the wealth of the Eaftern monks was far furpafled by the ' 
princely greatnefs of the Benediftines. 

“ S«neral council (the Quinifext in Trullo, Canon 

xlyii. in Beveridge, tom. i. p. 213.) reftrains women from pafling 
the night in a male, or men in a female, monaftery. The feventh 
general council (the fecond Nicene, Canon xx. in Beveridge, tom. i. 
p. 325.) prohibits tlie ereftion of double or promifeuous monafteries 
of both fexes ; but it appears from Balfamon, that the prohibition 
vras not effeftual. On the irregular pleafures and expences of the 
clergy and mnki, fee Thomalfin, tom. iii. p. 1334.— 1368. 

S 2 ers. 
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CHAP, crs Their natural defcent,’ from fuch painful an«i 
xxxvii.i virtue, to the common vices of huma- 

nity, will not, perhaps, excite much grief or 
indignation in the mind of a philofopher. 

Thtivfoii- Xhe lives of the primitive monks were con- 
fumed in pennance and folitude } undifturbed by 
the various occupations which fill the time, and 
exercife the faculties, of reafonable, aftive, and 
focial beings. Whenever they were permitted 
to^ ftep beyond the precinfts of the monaftery, 
two jealous companions were the mutual guards 
and fpies of each other’s aflions ; and, after their 
return, they were condemned to forget, or, at 
Icaft, to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or 
heard in the world. Strangers, who profeffed 
the orthodox faith, were hofpitably entertained 
in a fcparate apartment j but their dangerous 
converfation was reftrifted to fome chofen elders 
of approved difcretion and fidelity. Except in 
their prefence, the monadic fl'ave might not 
receive the vifus of his friends or kindred; and 
it was deemed highly meritorious, if he affli£ted 
a tender filler, or an aged parent, by the obfti- 
nate refufal of a word or look The monks 
themfelves pafled their lives, without perfonal. 

5<i I have fomewhere heard or read the frank confeflion of a Be- 
ncdiftine ahbo« : “ My vow of poverty has given me an hundred 
“ thoufand crowns a year ; ray vow of obedience has raifed inc to 
“ the rank of a fovereign {>rince.”— f forget the confequences of 
his vow of chaftity. 

57 Pior, an Egj'ptian monk, allowed Lis fitter to fee him ; but he 
flint his eyes during the whole vift. Sve Vit. Patrum, 1. iii,' 
p. 504. flatty fuch examples might be added., 

attachments. 
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attachments, among a crowd, which had been P. 
formed by accident, and was detained, in the 
fame prifon, by force or prejudice, Reclufe 
fanatics have few ideas or feotiments to commu- 
nicate: a fpecial licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar vifits j 
and, at their filent meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowls, inacccffible, and almoft invifible, 
to each other Study is the refource of foli- 
tude : but education had not prepared and qua- 
lified for any liberal ftudjes the mechanics and 
peafants, who filled the monaftic communities. 

They might work: but the vanity of fpiritual 
perfection was tempted to difdain the exercife of 
manual labour} and the induftry muft be faint 
and languid, which is not excited by the fenfe of 
perfonal intereft. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might Their de- 
cmploy the day, which they pafied in their cells, 
either in vocal or mental prayer : they aflcmbled 
in the evening, and they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worfiiip of the monaftery. 

The precife moment was determined by theftars, 
which are feldom clouded in the ferene Iky of 
Egypt ; and a ruftic horn, or trumpet, the fignal 
of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence 
of the defert'^ Even fleep, the laft refuge of 

I* The 7th, «th, 19th, 30th, sift, 34th, 57th, 60th, S6th, and 
95th artides of the Rule of Pacbomius, impofc raoft intolerable tavn 
of filence and mortification. 

59 The diurnal and noaumal prayers of the monks are copioufly 
difeufled by Cafllan in the third and fourth books of bis Inftitu- 
fions ; and he conftantly prefers the liturgy, which an ap^ had 
dilated to the mcnafteries of Tabenne. 
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xxxvn unhappy, was rigoroufly meafured : the va« 

V i cant hours of the monk heavily rolled along, 
without bufinefs or pleafure; and, before the 
clofe of each day, he had repeatedly accufed the 
tedious progrefs of the Sun In this coiTifort- 
lefs ftate, fupcrftition ftill purfued and tormented 
her wretched votaries The repofe which they 
had fought in the cloifter was difturbed by tardy 
repentance, profane doubts, and guilty defires ; 
and, while they confidered each natural impulfe 
as an unpardonable fin, they perpetually trembled 
on the edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. 
From the painful ftruggles of difeafe and defpair, 
thefe unhappy viftims were fometimes relieved 
by madnefs or death ; and, in the fixth century, 
an hofpital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmall 
portion of the aiiftere penitents, who were de- 
prived of their fenfes Their vifions, before 
they attained this extreme and acknowledged 
term of frenzy, have afforded ample materials of 
fupernatural hiftory. It w'as their firm perfua- 

CafUan, from his own experience, deferibes the acedia, or 
liftleffhefs of mind and body, to which a monk was expofed, when 
he ilgbed to find himfelf alone. Ssepiufcjue egreditur et ingreditur 
cellam, et Solcm velut ad occafura tardius properantem crebrius in- 
tuetur (Inftitut. x. i.). 

The temptations and fufferings of Stagirius were communi- 
cated by that unfortunate youth to his friend St. Chryfoftom. See 
Middleton’s Works, vol. i. p. 107 — no. Something fimilar intro- 
(luces the life of every faint ; and the famous Inigo, or Ignatius, 

' the founder of the Jefuits (Vie d'Inigo de Guipofcoa, tom. i. 
p. 29 — 38.) may ferve as a memorable example. 

6a Fleury, Hid. EccleGaftique, tom. vii. p. 46. I have read 
fomewhere, in the Vitae Patrum, but I cannot recover the place, 
that feveral, I believe maiy, of the monks, who did not reveal their 
temptations to the abbot, became guilty of futcide. 
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fion, that the air, which they breathed, was ^”xvn' 
peopled with invifible enemies} with innume- / 

Table dsemons, who watched every occafion, and 
ajQTumed every form, to terrify, and above all to 
tempt, their unguarded virtue. The imagina- 
tion, and even the fenfes, were deceived by the 
illufions of diftempered fanaticifm ; and the her- 
mit, whofc midnight prayer was oppreiTed by 
involuntary dumber, might eafily confound the 
phantoms of horror or delight, which had occu- 
pied his deeping, and his waking dreams*''*. 

The monks were divided into two clades : the . 

nobitcsand 

Ccenobites^ who lived under a common, and regu- Anacho- 
lar, difcipline ; and the Anachorels, who indulged 
their unfocial, independent, fanaticifm**. The 
mod devout, or the mod: ambitious, of the fpiri- 
tual brethren, renounced the convent, as they had 
renounced the world. The fervent monafteries of 
Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were furrounded by 
a Laura*' i a diftant circle of folitary cells} and 

See the feventh and eighth Collations of Caflian, who gravely 
examines, why the daemons were grown lefs aftive and numerous, 
fince the time of St. Antony. Rofweyde’s copious index to the Vitae 
Patrum will point out a variety of infernal feenes. The devils were 
mod formidable in a female lhape.' 

For the didin^ion of the Canotita amd the Hermki, efpeckllly in 
Egypt, feejerom (tom. i. p. 45. ad Rudicum), the fird Dialogue of 
Sulpicius Severus, Riifimis (c. 22. in Vit. Patrum, 1 . il. p. 478.), 

Palladius (e. 7. 69. in Vit. Patrum. l.viii. p. 712. 758.), and above 
all, the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Caflian. Thefe wri- 
ters, who compare the common, and folitary, life, reveal the abtUe 
and danger of the latter. V 

Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclcfiad. tom. ii. p. 205. 218. Thomaflin 
(Difcipline de I’Eglifc, tom. i. p, 1501, 1302.) gives a good account 
of thefe cells. When Gerafimus founded his monadery, in thewil- 
dernefs of Jordan, it was accompanied by a Laura of feventy cells. 
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$xxvii‘ extravagant pcnnance of the Hennits was ftt* 

inulated by applaufc and emulation**. They funk 
, tinder the painful weight of crofles and chains ; 

' and their emaciated limbs were confined by col- 

lars, bracelets, gauntlets, and greaves, of mafly, 
and rigid, iron. All fuperfluous incumbrance of 
drefs they contemptuoufly caft away ; and fome 
, favage faints of both fexes have been admired, 

whofe naked bodies were only covered by their 
long hair. They afpired to reduce themfelves to 
the rude and miferable ftate in which the human 
brute is fcarcely diftiuguiflied above his kindred 
animals: and a numerous fedV of Anachorets de- 
rived their name from their humble pradHce of . 
grazing in the fields of Mefopotamia with the 
common herd*\ They often ufurped the den of 
fome wild beaft whom th6y afFedted to rcfemble ; 
they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern, 
which art or nature had fcooped out of the rockj 
and the marble quarries of Thebais are ftill in- 
feribed with the monuments of their pennance **. 
The moll perfect Hermits are fuppofed to have 
pafled many days without food, many nights 
without fleep, and many years without fpeaking j 

** Theodoret, in a large volume (the Philotheus in Vit. Patiiina, 

1. ix. p. ^93— 863.) has collefted the lives and miracles of thirty 
Anachorets. Evagrius ( 1 . i. c. 11.) more briefly celebrates the monks 
arid hermits of Faleftine. 

. 67 Sozomen, 1 . vi. c. 33.-. jThe great St.Ephrem compofed apa- 

negyric on thefe flovxci, or grazing monks (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. viii. p. *91.). 

The P. Sicard (Millions du Levant, tom. ii. p. *17— 133. 
examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais, with wonder and devo- 
tion. The inferiptions are in the old Syriac chara^er, which was 
,'Vfcd by the Chilflians of Habyfllnia. 
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and glorious was the man (I abufc that name) who ^ ^ A P. 
Contrived any cell, or feat, of a peculiar con- e — 
ftruction, which might expofe him, in the moft 
inconvenient pofture, to the inclemency of the 
feafons. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftic life, the sJmeoit 
name and genius of Simeon Stylites®* have been 
immortalized by the fingular invention of an aerial 395— 45*» 
pcnnance. At the age of thirteen, the young 
Syrian deferred the profeflion of a (hepherd, and 
threw himfelf into an auftere monaftcry. After a 
long and painful noviciate, in which Simeon was 
repeatedly faved from pious fuicide, he eftabliflied 
his refidence on a mountain, about thirty or forty 
miles to the Eaft of Antioch. Within the fpace 
of a mandroy or circle of ftones, to which he had 
attached himfelf by a ponderous chain, he af- 
cended a column, which was fucceflively raifed 
from the height of nine, to that of fixty, feet, 
from the ground In this laft, and lofty, fta- 
tion, the Syrian Anachoret refifted the heat of 
thirty fummers, and the cold of as many winters. 

Habit and exercife inftrufted him to maintain his 
dangerous fituation without fear or giddinefs, and 
fucceflively to aflTume the different poftures of de- 
votion. He fometimes prayed in an ereft atti- 

*9 See Theodoret (in Vit. Patrum, 1 . ix. p. 848 — 854.), Antony 
(in Vit. Patrum, 1 . i. p. 170— 177.), Cofmas (in AflTeman. Bibliot. 

Oriental, tom. i. p. *39 — 153. )» Evagrius (I. i. c. 13, 14.); and 
Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom.xv. p. 347—391.). 

70 The narrow circumference of two cubits, or three feet, which 
£vagrius afligns for the fummit of the column, is inconfifttnt with 
reafon, with fa£ls, and with the rules of archite£lure. The people 
wlio faw it from below might be eafily deceived. 
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CHAP, tude, with his out-ftretched arms, in the figure 

XXXVII . . . ^ 

. — ^ of a crofs ; but his moft familiar praftice was that 
of bending his meagre Ikeleton from the forehead 
to the feet : and a curious fpedtator, after num- 
bering twelve hundred and forty-four repetitionfs, 
at length defifted from the endlefs account. The 
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh might Ihorten, 
but it could not difiurb, thU celejiial life ; and the 
patient Hermit expired, without defeending from 
his column. A prince, who fhould capricioufly 
inflift fuch tortures, would be deemed a tyrant i 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to im- 
pofe a long and miferable exiftence on the re- 
luctant victims of his cruelty. This voluntary, 
martyrdom mull have gradually deftroyed the fen- 
fibility both of the mind and body j, nor can it be 
prefumed that the fanatics, who torment them- 
felves, are fufceptible of any lively alFeCtion for 
the reft of mankind. A cruel unfeeling temper 
has diftinguiflied the monks of every age and 
country : their ftern indifference, which is feldom 
mollified by perfonal friendlhip, is inflamed by 
religious hatred ; and their mercilefs zeal has 
ftrenuoufly adminiftered the holy office of the In- 
quifition. 


Miracles monaftic faints, who excite only the con- 

the ^ philofopher, were refpeebed, 

monks. and almoft adored, by the prince and people. 


7* I ir.i’.ft not conceal a piece of ancient fcandal concerning the ori- 
gin of this ulcer. It has been reported that the Devil, affuming an 
angelic form, invited him to afeend, like Elijah, into a fiery chariot. 
The faint too hallily raifed his foot, and Satan feized the moment of 


infiifiing this chaftifement on his vanity. 
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Succeffive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India 
faluted the divine pillar of Simeon : the tribes of 
Saracens difputed in arms the honour of his bene- 
didlion j the queens of Arabia and Perfia grate- 
fully confelTed his fupernatural virtue ; and the 
angelic Hermit was confulted by the younger 
Theodofius, in the moft important concerns of the 
church and ftate. His remains were tranfported 
from the mountain of Tclenifla, by a folemn pro- 
ceffion of the patriarch, the mafter-general of th'e 
Eaft, fix bilhops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, 
and fix thoufand foldiers j and Antioch revered 
his bones, as her glorious ornament and impreg- 
nable defence. The fame of the apoftles and 
martyrs was gradually cclipfed by thefe recent 
and popular Anachorets j the Chriftian world fell 
proftrate before their fhrines j and the miracles 
aferibed to their relics exceeded, at leaft in num- 
ber and duration, the fpiritual exploits of their 
lives. But the golden legend of their lives ^*was 
embellifiied by the artful credulity of their in- 
terefted brethren j and a believing age was eafily 
perfuaded, that the flighted caprice of an Egyp- 
tian or a Syrian monk, had been fufficient to in- 
terrupt the eternal laws of the univerfe. The fa- 
vourites of Heaven were accuftomed to cure in- 
veterate difeafes with a touch, a word, or a dif- 

7* I know not how to felcft or fpecify the miracles contained in 
the f^tte Patrum of Rofweyde, as the number very much exceeds the 
thoufand pages of that voluminous work. An elegant fpecimen may 
be found in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severus, and his life of St. 

Martin. He reveres the monks of Egypt ; yet he infiilts them with 
the remark, that thtj never raifed the dead j whereas the bilhop of 
Tours had reftored tirt* dead men to life. 
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XXXV n‘ tant meflage ; and to expel the moft obftinate 
s demons from the fouls, or bodies, whidi they 

poflefled. They familiarly accofted, or impe- 
rioufly commanded, the lions and ferpents of the 
defert; infufed vegetation into a faplefs trunk; 
fufpended iron on the furface of the water j. palTed 
the Nile on the back of a crocodile, and refrelbed 
thcmfelvcs in a fiery furnace. Thefe extravagant 
talcs, which difplay the fiftion, without the ge^ 
ilhus, of poetry, have ferioufiy afFeded the reafon, 
the faith, and the morals, of the Chrifiians. Their 
age. credulity debafed and vitiated the faculties of the 
mind: they corrupted the evidence of hiftory; 
and fuperftition gradually extinguilhed thchoftile 
light of philofophy and feience. Every mode of 
religious worfiiip which had been praftifed by the 
faints, every myfterious dodrine which they be»- 
lieved, was fortified by the fandion of divine re- 
velation, and all the manly virtues were opprefled 
by the fervile and pufillanimous reign of the 
monks. If it be pofllble to meafurc the interval, 
between the philofophic writings of Cicero and 
the facred legend of Theodoret, between the cha» 
rader of Cato and that of Simeon, we may ap- 
preciate the memorable revolution which was acr 
complilhed in the Roman empire within a period 
of five hundred years. 

IT. Con- II. The progrefs of Chriftianity has been 
ofthb” marked by two glorious and decifive vidories: 
Barba- over the learned and luxurious citizens of the Ro- 
man empire ; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany, who fubverted the empire, 
and embraced the religion, of the Romans. The 

Goths 


ed by t 
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Goths were the foremoft of thefe favagc profe- 
lytes; and the nation was indebted for its conver- ■_ ^ 

fion to a countryman, or, at lead, to a fubjedl, 
worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe- 
ful arts, who have deferved the remembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity. A great number of Ro, 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Afia in the 
time of Gallienus : and of thefe captives, many 
were Chriftians, and feveral belonged to the ec- 
clefiaftical order, Thofc involuntary miflTionaries, 
difperfed as flaves in the villages of Dacia, fuc- 
ceflively laboured for the falvation of their maf- 
ters. The feeds, which they planted of the evan- 
gelic dodtrine, were gradually propagated ; and* 
before the end of a century, the pious work was 
atchieved by the labours of Ulphilas, whofe an- 
ceftors had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
from a fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the bilhop and apoftle of the Goths riphiias, 

acquired their love and reverence by his blamelefs the Go°h» 

life and indefatigable zeal ; and they received, 

^ , . 3<»o> 

with implicit confidence, the doflrines of truth 

and virtue, which he preached and pradlifed. He 
executed the arduous tafk of tranflating the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, a dialedl of the ' 
German, or Teutonic, language ; but he pru- 
dently fupprefled the four books of Kings, as they 
might tend to irritate the fierce and fanguinary 

?} On the fubjedl of Ulphilas, and the converfion of the Gotlis, 
fee Sozomen, 1 . vi. c. 37. Socrates, 1 . iv. c. 33. Tlieodoret, 1 . iv. 
c. 37. Philoftorg, 1 . ii. c. 5. The herefy of Philoftoi'gius appears to 
have given hitn fuperior means of infonnation. 
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fpirit of the Barbarians. The rude, imperfeft, 
idiom of foldiers and fhepherds, fo ill-qualified 
to communicate any fpiritual ideas, was improved 
and modulated by his genius and Ulphilas, be- 
fore he could frame his verfion, was obliged to 
compofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters; 
four of which he invented, toexprefs the peculiar 
founds that were unknown to the Greek, and La- 
tin, pronunciation But the profperous ftateof 
the Gothic church was foon afilifted by war and 
inteftine difcord, and the chieftains were divided 
by religion as well as by intereft. Fritigern, the 
friend of the Romans, became the profelyte of 
Ulphilas; while the haughty foul of Athanaric 
difdained the yoke of the empire, and of the Go- 
fpel. The faith of the new converts was tried by 
the perfecution which he excited. A waggon, 
bearing aloft the (hapelefs image, of Thor, per- 
haps, or of Woden, was conduced in folemn pro- 
ceflion through the ftreets of the camp ; and the 
rebels, who refufed to worfhip the God of their 
fathers, were immediately burnt, with their tents 
and families. The charadler of Ulphilas recom- 
mended him to the efteem of the Eaftern court, 
where he twice appeared as the minifter of peace ; 

74 A mutilated copy of the four Gofpels, in the Gothic verfion, 
was publifiied A. D. 1665, and is efteemed the moft ancient monu- 
ment of the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by fome 
frivolous conje£lures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the work. 
Two of the four additional letters exprefs the W, and our own 73 . 
See Simon. Hill. Critique du Nouveau Tellament, tom. ii. p. 219— 
*23. Mill. Prolegom. p. 151. edit. Kufter. Wetftein, Frol^om. 
tom. i. p. 114. 
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he pleaded the caufe of the diftrefled Goths, who chap, 
implored the protedtion of Valens } and the name 
of Mo[es was applied to this fpiritual guide, who 
condufled his people, through the deep waters of 
the Danube, to the Land of Promife The de- 
vout fhepherds, who were attached to his perfon, 
and tradtable to his voice, acquiefced in their fet- 
tlement, at the foot of the Msefian mountains, in 
a country of woodlands and paftures, which fup- 
ported their flocks and herds, and enabled them 
to purchafe the corn and wine of the more plenti- 
ful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians mul- 
tiplied, in obfcure peace, and the profeflion of 
Chriftianity 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- 
goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the Ro- 
mans, with whom they maintained a perpetual Burgun- 

• ^ f, r r ' \t\ • r ^ n Qians, &C. 

mtcrcourle, of war, of fnendlhip, or or conqueft. embrace 
In their long and vidlorious march from the Da- 
nube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their A.D.400, 
allies j they educated the rifing generation j and 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
or the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or dif- 
grace, the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople”, 

7 S Philoftorgius erroneoufly places this paflage under the reign of 
Conftantine ; but 1 am much inclined to believe that it preceded the 
great emigration. 

7 * We are obliged to Jornandes (de Reb.Get. c. 51. p. 6S8.) for 
a (hort and lively piftureof thefe lefler Goths. Gothi Minorca, popu- 
lus irnmenfus, cum fuo Pontifice ipfoque primate Wulfila. The laft 
words, if they are not mere tautology, imply fome temporal jurif- 
di£Hon . 

77 At non ita Gothi non ita Vandali ; malis licet dofloribus infti- 
tutl, meliores taraen etiam in hac parte quam noftri. Salvian de 
Gubern. Dei, I. vii. p. 243. 

During 
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xxxvn period, Chriftianity was em* ' ' 

' - — i braced by almoft all the Barbarians, who efta- 
blifhed their kingdoms on the ruins of the Weftern 
empire j the Burgundians in Gaul, the Suevi in 
Spain, the Vandals in Africai the Oftrogoths in 
Pannonia, and the various bands of Mercenaries, 
that raifed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. The 
Franks and the Saxons ftill perfcvered in the er- 
rors of Pagan ifm; butthc Franks obtained the mo- 
narchy of Gaul by tKeir fubmifTion to the example 
of Clovis } and the Saxon conquerors of Britain 
were reclaimed from'their favage fuperftition by 
■ the miflionaries of Rome.' Thefe Barbarian pro- 
■ felytes difplayed an ardeht-and fuccefsful zeal in 
the propagation off the. faith. . The Merovingian 
kings, and their fhcceflbrs, Charlemagne and the 
Othos, extended' by their laws and victories, the 
dominion of the crofs.' England produced the 
apoftle of Germany j and the evangelic light was 
gradually difFufed from the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine,' to the nations of, the Elbe> the Viftula, 
and the Baltic 

Motives of The different motives which influenced the 
dieittauh. or the paflions, of the Barbarian converts; 

cannot eafily be afcertained. They were often 
capricious and accidental a dream, an omen, the 
report of a miracle, the example of fome pricff, 
or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and above 
all, the forjtunate event of a prayer, or vow, 

78 Moflteim lias flightly JkftclieJ the progrefs of Chriftianity iti 
the North, from the fourth to the fouitcenlh century. The fubjeft 
would atfuid materials for an ecclefiaftical, and even philofophical, 
hiftorj-. 

% which. 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


V^hich, in a moment of danger, they had ad- 
• drefTed to the God of the Chriftians The early 
prejudices of education were infenfibly crazed by 
the habits of frequent and familiar fociety; the 
moral precepts of the Gofpel were profefted by 
the extravagant virtues of the monksj and a fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by the vifible power 
of relics, and the pomp of religious worfhip. 
But the rational and ingenious mode of perfuafion, 
which a Saxon bilhop fiiggefted to a popular 
faint, might fometimes be Employed by the mif- 
fionaries, who laboured for the converfion of infi- 
dels. Admit,” fays the fagacious difputant, 
“ whatever they are pleafed to aflert of the fa- 
bulous_, and carnal, genealogy of their gods 
** and goddeffes, who are propagated from each 
“ other. From this principle deduce their im- 
perfect nature, and human infirmities, the af- 
furance they were hern, and the probability 
“ that they will die. At what time, by what 
** means, from what caufe, were the eldeft of the 
‘‘ gods or goddefles produced ? Do they (till 
‘‘ continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate? If 
they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifts to 
declare the reafon of this ftrange alteration If 
they ftill continue, the number of the gods muft 

79 To fiich a caafe has Socrates ( 1 . vii. c. 30.') aferibed the coa- 
▼erfion of the Burgundians, whofe Chriltiaii piety is celebrated by 
Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 19.). 

See an ofigina! arid ciirious’ epiftle from Daniel, the firft bilhop 
of Winchefter (Beda, Hilt. Ecclcf. Anglorum, 1 . v. c. 18. p. 203. 
edit. Smith), to St. Boniface, who preached the Gofpel among the 
Savages of Hefle and Thuringia. Epiflol. Bonifacii, Ixvii. in the 
Ivlaxima Bibliotheca Fatrum, tom. xiii. p. 93. 

Voi>. VI. X 
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c H A P. « become infinite | and (hall we not rifk, by the 
xxxvii. i'ndifcreet worfliip of fome impotent deity, to 
** excite the relentment of his jealous fuperior ? 

*< The vifiblc heavens and earth, the whole fyftem 
“ of the univerfe, which may be conceived by 
« the mind, is it created or eternal ? If created, 
« how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift 
“ before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
** aflume the empire of an independent and pre- 
“ exifting world? Urge thefc arguments with 
** temper and moderation j infinuate, at feafon- 
« able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
“ Chriftian revelation ; and endeavour to make 
the unbelievers alhamed, without making them 
angry.” This metaphyfical rcafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps for the Barbarians of Germany, was 
fortified by the groITer weight of authority and po- 
pular confent. The advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, and pafled 
over to the fervice of Chriftianity. The Romans 
themfelves, the moft powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe, had renounced their ancient 
fuperftition j and, if the ruin of their empire 
feemed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, the 
difgrace was already retrieved by the converfion of 
the viftorious Goths. The valiant and fortunate 
Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces of the 
Wefl:, fucceffively received, and reflefted, the 
fame edifying example. Before the age of Char- 
lemagne, the Chriftian nations of Europe might 
exult in the cxclufive pofleffion of the temperate 
climates, of the fertile lands, which produced 

corn. 
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corn, wine, and oil j while the favage idolaters, xj«vn* 
and their helplefs idols, were confined to the ex- 
tremities of the earth, the dark and frozen regions 
of the North 

Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven Effeasof 
to the Barbarians, introduced an important change *rCon°"* 
in their moral and political condition. They re- 
ceived, at the fame time, the ufe of letters, fo cf- 
fential to a religion whofe doctrines are contained * 
in a facred book ; and while they ftudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infcnfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hiftory, of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, which had facili- 
tated their converfion, muft excite, among their 
clergy, fome curiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the facred liturgy of the church, 
and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu- 
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
duiflions of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were 
accefilble to theChriftian Barbarians, maintained 
a filent intercourfe between the reign of Augullus, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne, The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re- 
membrance of a more perfedl ftat^j and the flame 
of fcicnce was fecretly kept alive, to warm and 

*« The fword of Charlemagne added weight to the argument; but 
when Daniel wrote this epiftle (A. D. 723-) the Mahometans, who 
reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted it againll the 
Cbriftians, 

T 2 • enlighten 
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enlighten the mature age of the Weftern world# 
In the moft corrupt Irate of Chnftianity, the Bar- 
barians might learn jultice from the law, and 
. mercy from the gofpel : and if the knowledge of 
their duty was infufficient to guide their aftions, 
or to regulate their paflions ; they were fometimes 
retrained by confcience, and frequently punifhed 
by remorfe. But the direfl authority of religion 
* was lei's effedlual, than the holy communion which 
united them with their Chriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendlhip. The influence of thefe fenti- 
* ments contributed to fccure their fidelity in the 
fervice, or the alliance, of the Romans, to alle- 
viate the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence 
of conqueft, and to prefcrve, in the downfall of 
the empire, a permanent refpedl for the name and 
inftitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganifin, 
the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over the 
people, and controuled the jurifdiclion of the ma- 
giftrates} and the zealous profely tes transferred an 
equal, or more ample, meafure of devout obe- 
dience, to the pontiffs of the Chrillian faith. The 
facred characfter of the bilhops was fupported by 
their temporal polfelTions} they obtained an ho- 
nourable feat in the legiflative affemblies of fol- 
diers and freemen j and it was their intereft, as 
well as their duty, to mollify, by peaceful coun- 
lels, the fierce Ipirit of the Barbarians. The per- 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufalem, 
and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented 
the union of the Chriftian republic: and gradually 
produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif-^ 

prudence. 
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prudence, which have diftinguiflied, from the 
reft of mankind, the independent, and even hof- 
tile, nations of modern Europe, 


But the operation of thcfe eaufes was checked T*’^yare 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which the ATian^ 
infufed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation, 
Whatever might be the early fentiments of Ul- 
philas, his connexions with the empire and the 
•church were formed during the reign of Arianifin. 

The apoftle of the Goths fubfcribed the creed of 
Rimini j profelTed with freedom, and perhaps with 
fincerity, that the Son was not equal, or confub- 
ftantial to the Father**; communicated thefeer- 
rors to the clergy and people; and infeXed the 
Barbaric world with an herefy*% which the great 
Theodofuis profcribed and extinguilhed among 
the Romans. The' temper and underftanding of 
the new profelytes were not adapted to mctaphy- 
fical fubtleties ; but they ftrenuoufly maintained* 
what they had pioufly received, as the pure and 
genuine doXrines of Chriftianity. The advantage 


< 


The opinions of Ulphilas and the Goths inclined to Senii-Ari- 
anifm, fince they would not fay that the Son was a creature, though 
tjiey held communion with thofe svho maintained that heiefy. Their 
apoftle reprefented the whole controverfy as a queftion of trifling mo- 
i;ient, which had been raifed by the paflions of the clergy'. Thco- 
doret. 1, iv. c. 37. 

The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed, to the emperor 
Valcns ! “ Itaque jufto Dei judicio ipfi eum vivum incendenmt, qtii 
“ propter eum etiam mortui, vitio enoris arfuri funt.” Orofuis, 
1 . vii. c. 33. p. 551;. This cruel fentence is confirmed by Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclcf. tom. vi. p. 604.— 610.), who coolly obferves, “ im 
“ feul homme entraina dans I’enfer un nombre infini de Septen- 
“ trionaux, &c."--Salvian (deGubem. Dei, 1 . v. p. 150, 151) pities 
?nd excufes their involuntary error. 
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CHAP, of preaching and expounding the Scriptures in the 
Teutonic language, promoted the apoftolic la- 
bours of ^Ulphilas^ and his fucceffors; and they 
ordained a competent number of bilhops and pref- 
byters, for the inftrudion of the kindred tribes. 
The Oftrogoths, the Burgundians, theSuevi, and 
the Vandals, who had liftened to the eloquence of 
the Latin clergy‘s preferred the more intelligible 
leflbns of their domeftic teachers j and Arianifm 
was adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, who were feated on the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. This irreconcilable difference 
of religion was^a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
. hatred j and the reproach of Barbarian was embit- 
tered by the more odious epithet of Heretic. The 

heroes of the North, who had fubmitted, with 
fome reluflance, to believe that all their anceftors 
were in hell j were aftonifhed and exafperated 
to learn, that they themfelvcs had only changed 
the mode of their eternal condemnation. Inftead 
of the fmooth applaufe, which Chriflian kings are 
accuftomed to expeil from their loyal prelates, the 
orthodox bifliops and their clergy were in a ftate 
of oppofition to the Arian courts } and their indif- 
creet oppofition frequently became criminal, and 
might fometimes be dangerous**. The pulpit, 

that 

■ Orofius affirms, in the year 4.16 ( 1 . vii. c. 41. p. 580.), that 

the churches of Chrift (of the Catholics) were filled with Huns, Suevi, 

. Vantjals, Burgundians. 

Radbod, king of the Frifons, was fo much fcandalized by this 
rath declaration of a miffionary, that he drew back his foot after he 
nad entered the baptifmal font.* See Fleury Hift. Ecclef. tom. ix. 
p. 167. 

*<* The Epiftles of Sidonius, bifliop of Clermont, under the Vifi- 
goths, and of Avitus, biihop of Vienna, under the Burgundians, 

/ explain 
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that fafc and facred organ of fedition, rcfounded 
with the names of Pharaoh and Holoferncs'^i the > — 
public difcontent was inflamed by the hope or 
promife of a glorious deliverance ; and the fedi- 
tious faints were tempted to promote the accom- 
plilhment of their own predictions. Notwithftand- General 
ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Gaul, 

Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the 
Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their 
religion. Their haughty mailers refpeCled the 
zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars; and the example of their de- 
vout conftancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians thcmfclvcs. The conquerors evaded, 
however, the difgraceful reproach, or confeffion, ' 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the li- 
beral motives of reafon and humanity ; and while 
they affeCled the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit, of genuine Chriftianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- AHan per- 
rupted. The Catholics were indifereet, the Bar- the Vaa- 
barians were impatient ; and the partial adls of 
feverityor injiiftice which had been recommended 
by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or- 
thodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may be 
imputed to Euric, king of the Vifigoths ; who 
fufpended the exercife of ecclefiaftical, or at leall, 
of epifcopal, funflions; and puniflicd the popular 


explain, fometimes in dark hints, the general difpolitions of the Ca- 
tholics. The biftory of Clovis andTheodoric will fugged fome par- 
ticular fails. , 

*7 Genferic confefled the refembliince, by the feverity with which 
he punilhed ftich indifereet allufions. Viflor Vitenfis, i. 7. p. 10. 

‘ * T 4 bifliops 
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xxx^n Aquitain with imprifonment, exile, -an^ 

wy — < confifcation But the cruel and abfurd enter- 
prife of fubduing the minds of a whole people, 
Gcnferic, was Undertaken by the Vandals alone. Gcnferic 
41^.1477. himfelf, in his early youth, bad renounced the 
orthodox communion i and the apollate could 
neither grant, nor expeft, a fincere forgivenefs. 

He was exafperated to find, that the Africans, 
who had fled before him in the field, ftill pre- 
fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churches; 
and his ferocious mind was incapable of fear, or of 
compaflion. His Catholic fubjedls were opprefied 
by intolerant laws, and arbitrary punifhments. 
The language of Gcnferic was furious, and for- 
' midable ; the knowledge of his intentions might 
juftify the moft unfavourable interpretation of his 
aftions ; and the Arians were reproached with the 
frequent executions, which ftained the palace, 
and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and am- 
bition were, however, the ruling palfions of the 
Hunneric. monarch of the fea. But Hunneric, his inglorious 
A.D. 477. feemed to inherit only his vices, tor- 

mented the Catholics with the fame unrelenting 
fury, which had been fatal to his brother, his ne- 
phews, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther : and, even' to the Arian patriarch, who was 
inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage* 

** Such are the contemporary complaints of Siclonlus, bifhop of 
CIcrmont(l. vii. c. 6 p. i8i, &c. edit. Sirmond.). Gregory of Tour*, , 
who quotes this Epiftle ( 1 . ii. c. 25. in tom. ii. p. 174.) extorts an 
uniearrantable affertion, that of the nine vacancies in Aquitain, 
j'onie had been produced by epifcopal martyrdias. 
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The religious war was preceded and prepared by 
an infidious truce ; perfecution was made the j 

ferious and important bufincfs of the Vandal 
court ; and the loathfome difeafe, which haftened 
the death of Hunneric, revenged the injuries, 
without contributing to the deliverance, of the 
church. The throne of Africa was fuccelTively 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; by Gun- Gimda- 
daiTUind, who reigned about twelve, and by 
Thrafimund, who governed the nation above 
twenty-feven years. Their adminiftration was 
hoftile and oppreflive to the orthodox party. 
Gundamund appeared to emulate, or even to 
furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle j and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the bilhops, 
and reftored the freedom of Athanafian worfhip, 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, was Tiirafi- 
.the greateft and moft accomplilhed of the Vandal 
kings, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, 
and magnanimity of foul- But this magnanimous 
charafter was degraded by his intolerant zeal and. 
deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and tor- 
tures, he employed the gentle, but efficacious, 
powers of fedudion. Wealth, dignity, and the 
royal favour, were the liberal rew^irds of apo- 
ftacy ; the Catholics, who had violated the laws, 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
pf their faith ; and whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tated any rigorous meafure, he patiently waited 
till the indiferetion of his adverfaries ftirndhed 
him with a fpecious opportunity. Bigotry was 
jiis laft fentiment in the hour of death : and he 

exaded 
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exaded from his fucceffor a folcnrm oath, that 
he would never tolerate the feftaries of Athana- 
fius. But his fucceffor, Hilderic, the gentle fon 
of the favage Hunncric, preferred the duties of 
humanity and juftice, to the vain obligation of 
an impious oath j and his acceffion was glorioufly 
marked by the reftoration of peace and univerfal 
freedom. The throne of that virtuous, though 
feeble monarch, was ufurped by his coufin Geli- 
mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, 
before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifariusj and the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured * **. 

The paflionate declamations of the Catholics, 
the foie hiftorians of this perfecution, cannot 
afford any diftinft feries of caufes and events; 
any impartial view of characters, oy counfelsj 
but the moft remarkable circumftances, that de- 
fervc either credit or notice, may be referred to 
the following heads : I. In the original law, 

which is ftill extant **, Hunneric exprefsly de- 


*9 The original monuments of the Vandal perfecution are pre- 
fevved in the five books of the Hiftoiy of Viftor Vitenfis (de Perfe- 
cutione Vandalica), a bifiiop who was exiled by Hunneric 5 in the 
Life of St. Fulgentius, who was diftinguilhed in the perfecution of 
Thrafimond (in Biblioth. Max. Patrura, tom. ix. p. 4—16.), and 
in the firft book of the Vandalic War, by the impartial Procopius 
(c. 7, 8. p. 196, 197, 198, 199.). Dom Ruinart, the laft editor 
of Victor, hasillufirated the whole fiibjeft with a copious and learned 
apparatus of notes and fuppleinent. (Paris, 1694.) 

9 ® Viilor. iv. s. p. 65. Hunneric refufes the name of Ca- 
tholics to the Hemtnijiatit, He deferibes, as the veri Divinae Majeftatit 
cultores, his own party, who profelTed the faith, connrmed by more 
than a tttoufand biihops, in the fynods of Rimini and Seleucia. 

dares. 


Digiiized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


283 

dares, and the declaration appears to be correct, CHAP, 
that he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations ^ 
and penalties of the Imperial cdifts i againft the 
heretical congregations, the clergy, and the 
people, who dilTented from the cftablilhed reli- 
gion. If the rights of confcience had been un- 
derftood, the Catholics muft have condemned 
their paft condudt, or acquiefced in their aflual 
fufFerings. But they Hill perfifted to refufe the 
indulgence which they claimed. While they 
trembled under the lalh of perfecution, they 
praifcd the laudable fevcrity of Hunneric himfelf, 
who burnt or banifhed great numbers, of Ma- 
nichteans ®.‘j and they rejefted, with horror, the 
ignominious compromife, that the difciples of 
Arius, and of Athanafius, fhould enjoy a reci- 
procal and fimilar toleration in the territories of 
the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals**, 

II. The pra6lice of a conference, which the Ca- 
tholics had fo frequently ufed to infult and punifti 
their obftinate antagonifts, was retorted againft 
themfelves **. At the command of Hunneric, 
four hundred and fixty-fix orthodox bilhops 
aflembled at Carthage ; but when they were ad- 

91 Viflor. ii. x. p, *i, *i. Ltuilahilier . . , videbattir. In the 
MSS. which omit this word, the paiTage is unintelligible. See 
Ruinart. Not. p. 164. ^ 

9 * Viflor. ii. 2. p. 22, 23. The clergy of Carthage called the'!* 
conditions, ptriculofa ; and they feem, indeed, to have been propofed 
as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bilhops. . 

95 See the narrative of this conference, and the treatment of the , 
bilhops, in Viflor. ii. ij — iS. p. 35 — 42. and the whole fourth 
book, p. 63'— lyx. The third book, p. 42—62. is entirely filled, 
by their apology or confelTion of faith. 
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mrtted into the hall of audience, they had the 
mortification of beholding the Arian Cirila ex- 
alted on the patriarchal throne. The difputants 
were feparated, after the mutual and ordinary 
reproaches of noife and filence, of delay and 
precipitation, of military force and of popular 
clamour,^ One martyr and one confeflbr were 
fek(5ted among the Catholic bifhops} twenty- 
eight efcaped by flight, and eighty-eight by con- 
formity; forty- fix were fent into Corfica to cut 
timber for the royal navy ; and three hundred ‘ 
and two were baniflied to the different parts of 
Africa, expofed to th^ infults of their enemies, 
and carefully deprived of all the temporal and 
fpiritual comforts of life The hardfhips of 
ten years exile muff have reduced their numbers ; 
and if they had complied with the law of Thra- 
fimund, which prohibited any epifcopal confe- 
crations, the orthodox church of Africa muft 
have expired with the lives of its aftual members. 
They difobeyed ; and their difobedience was pu- 
nilhed by a fecond exile of two hundred and 
twenty bifhops into Sardinia; where they lan- 
guifhed fifteen years, till the acceffion of the 
gracious Hilderic The two iflands were judi- 

cioufly 

^ 9 -<- Sec the lift of the African bifiiops, in Viflor. p. J17 — 140. 
*r.d Ruinait’s notes, p. 115 — 397. The fchifmatic name of Do- 
ratus frequently occurs, and they appear to have adopted (like oiir 
fanatics of the laft age) the pious appellations of Diodatus, Deogratiat, 
lijhtlAeLm, &c. 

95 Fulgent. Vit. c. 16 — 29. Thrafimund affeffed the praife of 
moderation and learnincr; and Fulsentius addrefted three books of 

C' » ^ o 

foiitroveriy to the Arian tyrant, whom he ftyles fiijjime Rex. 

. ' Biblioth, 
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cioufly chol'cn by the malice of their Arian xx^xvn' 
tyrants. Seneca, from his own experience, has 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
Corfrca and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 
balanced by the unwholefome quality of the air®\ 

III. The zeal of Genferic, and his fucceflbrs, for 
the converfion of the Catholics, muft have ren- 
dered them ftill more jealous to guard the purity 
of the Vandal faith. Before the churches were 
finally flrut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar- 
barian drefs ; and thofe who preipmed to negleft 
the royal mandate, were rudely dragged back- 
wards by their long hair ®'. The Palatine offi- 
cers, who refufed to profefs the religion of their 
prince, were ignominioufly ftripped of their ho- 
nours, and employments ; banifhed to Sardinia 
and Sicily; or condemned to the fervile labours 
of flaves and peafants in the fields of Utica. In 
the diftriifis which had been peculiarly allotted to 
the Vandals, the exercife of the Catholic worffiip 
was more ftridly prohibited; and fevere penal- 

BiWIoth. Maxim. Patnirn, tom. ix. p. Only fixty bifliops 

are mentioned as exiles in the life of FulgeiUius, they are increafed 
to one hundred and twenty by Viffor 'runmiiiiinlis, and [fidore; but 
the number of two hundred and twenty is fpecified in the Hifii':* 

Mifctila, and a fliort authentic chronicle of the times. See Kuinart. 
p. 570, 571. 

9*^ See the bafe and infipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not 
fiipport exile witli more fortitude than Ovid. Corlica might not 
produce corn, wine, or oil j but it could not be deftitute of grafs, 
water, and even fire. 

97 Si ob gravitatem ccell Interiflent, viU damnum. Tacit. An- 
hal. ii. 85. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted 
■the reading of fome critics, utile damnum. 

9S See thefe preludes of a general perfecution, in Victor, ii. 3, 4. 7. 
and the two edifls of Hunneiic, 1. ii. p. 33. 1. iv. p. 64. 
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CHAP, ties were denounced aeainft the guilt, both of the 
XXXW^< ^ O' 

L mifllonary, and the profelyte. By thefe arts, the 

faith of the Barbarians was preferved, and their 
zeal was inflamed : they difcharged, with devout 
fury, the office of fpies, informers, or execu- 
tioners j and whenever their cavalry took the 
field, it was the favourite amufement of the 
march, to defile the churches, and to infult the 
clergy of the adverfe fa«5tion IV. The citizens 
who had been educated in the luxury of the Ro- 
man province, ‘were delivered, with exquifite 
cruelty, to the Moors of the defert. A vene- 
rable train of biffiops, prelbyters, and deacons, 
with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely 
afeertained, were torn from their native homes, 
by the command of Hunneric. During the night 
they were confined, like a herd of cattle, amidft 
their own ordure ; during the day they purfued 
their march over the burning fands i and if they 
fainted under the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors Thefe un- 
happy exiles, when they reached the Moorifh 
huts, might excite the compaffion of a people, 
whofe native humanity was neither improved by 
reafon, nor corrupted by fanaticifm: but if they 
efcaped the dangers, they were condemned to 

99 See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 197, 198. A 
Moorifli prince endeavoured to propitiate the Cod of th4 Chriftiant, 
by his diligence to eraze the marks of the Vandal facrilege. 

’O'* See this dory in Vi£lor. ii. 8 — ii. p. 30—34. Viftor de- 
fciihes the dillrcfs of thefe confdTors as an eye-witnefs. 
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(hare the diftrefs, of a favage life. V. It is in- c H A p. 
cumbent on the authors of pcrfecution previoufly _ _ « 
to rcfleft, whether they are deterniined to fup- 
port it in the laft extreme. They excite the 
flame which they ftrive to extinguiih ; and it foon • 

becomes neceflary to chaftifc the contumacy, as 
well as the crime, of the offender. The fine, 
which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge, 
expofes his perfon to the feverity of the lawj and 
his contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ufe 
and propriety of capital punilhment. Through 
the veil of fiftion and declamation, we may 
clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more efpc- 
cially under the reign of Hunneric, endured the 
moft cruel and ignominious treatment Refpeft- 
ablc citizens, noble matrons, and confecrated 
virgins, were dripped naked, and raifed in the 
air by pullies, with a weight fufpended at their 
feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies 
were torn with fcourgcs, or burnt in the mod 
tender parts with red-hot plates of iron. The 
amputation of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and 
the right-hand, was inflifted by the Arians and 
although the precife number cannot be defined, 
it is evident that many perfons, .among whom 
a bidiop “* and a proconful may ^be named. 


*o« See the fifth book of Vifler. His paflionate complaints are 
confirmed by the fober teftimony of Procopius, and the public decla- 
ration of the emperor Juftinian. (Cod. I. i. tit. xxvii.) 

Viftor. ii. i8. p. 4.1. 

>03 Viftor, V. 4. p. 74, 75. His name was Viftorianus, and ho 
was a wealthy citizen of Adrumetum, who enjoyed the confidence 
of the king ; by whofe favour he had obtained the office, or at leaft - 
the title, of proconful of Africa. 

were 
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entitled to the crown of martyrdom. Thtf 
' — — ' fame honour has been afcribcd to the me- 
mory of count Sebaftran,' who profefled the 
Nicene creed with unihaken conftancyj and 
. Genfcric might deteft, as an heretic, the Wave 

and ambitious fugitive whom he dreaded as a 
rival'®*. VI. A new mode of converfion,’ which 
might fubduc the feeble, and alarm the timorous^ 
was employed by the Arian minifters. They 
impofed, by fraud or violence, the rites of bap- 
tirm ; and punilhed the apoftacy of the Catholics,' 
, if they difclaimed this odious and profane cere- 
mony, wtiich fcandaloufly violated the freedom 
of the will, and the unity of the faCrament 
The hoftile feds had formerly allowed the vali-^ 
dity of each other’s baptifm ; and the innovation,* 
fo fiercely maintained by the Vandals^ can be 
imputed only to the example and advice of the 
Donatifts. VII. The Arian clergy furpaffed, ini 
religious cruelty, the king and his Vandals j but 
they were incapable of cultivating the fpiritual 
vineyard, which they were fo defirous to polfefs. 
A patriarch might feat himfelf on the throne 
,of Carthage; fomc bifhops, in the principal 
cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals; but 

104 Viftor. i. 6. p. 8, 9. After relating the firm refiftance and 
dextrous reply of count Sebaftian, he adds, quarc alio generis 
argumento poftea bellicofum virum occidit. 

>oj Victor, V. II, 13. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vl. 
p. 609. 

• 1=6 Primate was more properly the title of the blfliop of Carthage : 

but the name of fatriarcb was given by the fe£ls and nations to their 
principal ecclcfiaftic. See ThomalTin, Difeipline de TEgllfe, tom. 1. 
p. 15s. ij«. 

ih$ 
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the Ilnallnefs of their numbers, and their igno-i 
ranee of the Latin language difqualified the 
Barbarians for the ecclefiaftical miniftry of a 
great church ; and the Africans, after the lofs of 
their orthodox paftors, were deprived of the pub- 
lic exercife of Chriftianity. VIII. The em- 
perors were the natural proteftors of the Ho- 
mooufian doftrine: and the faithful people of 
Africa, both as Romans and as Catholics, pre- 
ferred their lawful fovereignty to the ufurpation 
of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval ' 

‘of peace and friendHiip, Hunneric reftored the 
cathedral of Carthage; at the interceffion of 
Zeno, who reigned in the Eaft, and of Placidia, 
the daughter and reli£t of emperors, and the 
filter of the queen of the Vandals But this 
decent regard was of Ihort duration; and the 
haughty tyrant difplayed his contempt for the 
religion of the Empire, by ftudioully arranging 
the bloody images of perfecution, in all the 
principal llreets through which the Roman am- 
baflador mull pafs in his way to the palace ‘°®, 

An oath was required from the billiops, who 
were alTembled at Carthage, that they would 
fupport the fucceflion of his fon Hilderic, and 

’"7 The patriarch Cyrila himfelf publicly declared, that he did 
not underftand Latin (Viflor. ii. i8. p. 42.) i Nefcio Latine ; and 
he might converfe with tolerable eai'e, without being capable of dif- 
puting or preaching in that language. His Vandal clergy were (till 
more ignorant 5 and finall confidence could be placed in the Africans 
who had conformed. 

J08 Viftor. ii. I, 2. p. 22. 

. 109 V;£lor. v. 7. p. 77. He appeals to the arabaffador himfelf, 

whofe name was Uranius. 

VoL. VI. U that 
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xxj^Ha would renounce all foreign or tranfma- 

rine correfpondence. This engagement, confiftent 
as it fhould feem with their moral and religious 
duties, was refufed by the more fagacious mem- 
bers of the aflembly. Their refufal, faintly 
coloured by the pretence that it is unlawful for a 
Chriftian to fwear, muft: provoke the fufpicions 
of a-jealous tyrant. 

Catiioiic The Catholics, opprelfed by royal and military 
force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries in 
numbers and learning. With the fame weapons 
which the Greek and Latin fathers had already 
provided for the Arian controveffy, they re- 
peatedly filenced, or vanquilhed, the fierce and 
illiterate fucceflbrs of Ulphilas. The confciouf- 
nefs of their own fuperiority might have raifed 
them above the arts, and pafTions, of religious 
warfare. Yet, inftead of afluming fuch honourable 
pride, the orthodox theologians were tempted, by 
the aflurance of impunity, to 'compofe fidtions, 
which mufl be ftigmatized with the epithets of 
fraud and forgery. They afcribed their own 
polemical works to the moft venerable names of 
Chriftian antiquity : the charadlers of Athanafius 

j 1 J}utiorei, "Viflor. iv. 4. p. 70. He plainly intimate* that 
their quotation of the Gofpel “ Non jurabilis in toto,” was only 
meant to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. The forty- 
lix bifhops who refufed were banifhed to Corfica; the three hundred 
and two who fwore, were diftributed through the provinces of Africa. 

Ill Fulgentius, bifliop of Rufpz, in the Byzacene province, was 
of a fenatorial family, and had received a liberal education. He 
could repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed to 
ftudy Latin, his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. 1.). Many Afri- 
can bifhops might underftand Greek, and many Greek theologians 
were tranllatcd into Latin. 

and 
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and Avjguftin were aukwardly perfonatcd.by Vi- xxx^n*' 
gilius and his difciples "‘j and the famous creed/ 
which fo clearly expounds the myftcries of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation, is deduced, with 
ftrong probability, from this African fchool 
Even the Scriptures themfclves were profaned by 
their rafh and facrilegious hands. The memo- 
rable text, which aflcrts the unity of the Three 
who bear witnefs in heaven is condemned by 
the univerfal filence of the orthodox fathers, 
ancient verfions, and authentic manufcripts 

It 

Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of 
Thapfus (p. iiS, 119. edit. Chiflct). Hc'might amufe his learned 
reader with an innocentafiflion ; but the fubje£t was too grave, and 
the Africans were too ignorant. 

•*5 The P. Quefncl ilarted this opinion, which has been favour- 
ably received. But the tliree following truths, however furpriling 
they may fcem, are nno univerfally acknowledged (Gerard Vd.^Tius, 
tom. vi. p. 516—5*2. Tilleraont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 667 
—671.). I. St. Athanafius is not the author of tlie creed which is 
fo frequently read in our churches. *. It docs not appear to have 
exifted, within a centuiy after his death. 3. It wasoriginally com- 
pofed in the Latin tongue, and, confequently, in the Weftern pro- 
vinces. Gennadius, patriarch of Conftantinople, was fo much 
amazed by this extraordinary compofition, that he frankly pro- 
nounced it to be the work of a drunken man. Petav. Dogmat. 

Theologica, tom. ii. 1 . vii. c. 8. p. 687. 

'•+ 1 John V. 7. See Simon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Telia* 
ment, parti, c. xviii. p. *03 — *18.5 and part ii. c. ix. p. 99 — 

111. : and the elaboi'ate Prolegomena and Annotations of Dr. Mill 
and Wetftein to their editions of the Greek Teftament. In 1689, 
the papill Simon Itrove to be free; in 1707, the protcllant Mill 
wiHieJ to be a flave j in 1751, the Anninian Wetllein ufed the li- 
berty of his times, arid of his fefl. ^ 

<•$ Of all the MSS. now extant, above fourfeore in number, fome 
of which are more than 1100 years old (Wctltcin ad loc.). The 
trrhiliix copies of the Vatican, of the Complutcufiau cjitois, of Ro- 
bert Stephens, are become invifible ; and the xsw MSS. of Dublin and 
Berlin are unworthy to form an exception. See Emlyn's Works, 

U a yol. 
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It was firft alleged by the Catholic bilbops whom 
Hunneric fummoned to the conference of Car- 
thage An allegorical interpretation, in the 
form, perhaps, of a marginal note, invaded the 
text of the Latin Bibles, which were renewed 
and correded in a dark period of ten centuries “L 
After the invention of printing"*, the editors of 
the Greek Teftament yielded to their own pre-i 
judices, or thofe of the times and the pious 
fraud, which was embraced with equal zeal at 
Rome and at Geneva, has been infinitely mul- 

vol. ii. p. 27.7—155. 269 — 199-; and M. de Mifly's four inge- 
nious leltcis, in tom. viii. and ix. of the Journal Britanniqve. 

Or, more properly, by the four biflipps who compofed and 
publifhed the profeflion of faith in the name of their brethren. They 
ftyle this text, luce clarins (Viftor Vitenlis de Perfecut. Vandal. 
1 . iii. c. 1 1, p. 54.). It is quoted foon afterwards by the African 
polemics, Vigilius and Fulgentius. 

•'7 In the eleventh and twelfth centnries, the Bibles were cor- 
refted by Lanfranc, archbifhopof Canterbury, and by Nicolas, car-, 
dinal and librarian of the Roman church, fccuiutum orthodoxam 
tklern (Wetftein, Prolegom. p. 84, S3.). Notwithftanding tbefe 
correftions, the paflage is ftill wanting in twenty-five Latin MSS. 
(Wetlfein ad loc.), the oldeft and the faireif ; two qualities fddom 
united, except in manaferipts. 

The art which the Germans had invented was applied in 
Italy to the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The original 
Greek of the New 'I'eftainent was publifhed about the fame time 
(A. D. 1514. 1516. 1520.) by the induftry of Erafmus, and the 
munificence of Cardinal Ximenes. I'he Complutenfiah Polyglot 
coft the cardinal 50,000 ducats. See Mattaire Annal. Tyqjograph. 
tom. ii. p. 2 — 8. 125— 13-5.; aad Wctliein, Prolegomena, p. 116-* 

*'9 The three vvltneiTes have been eftablifiicd in our Greek Tefia- 
ments by the prudence of Erafmus ; the honelf bigotry of the Com- 
plutenfian editors ; the typographical fraud, or error, of Robert 
Slejibens in the placing a crotchet ; and the deliberate ialfehood, or 
Ifra.nge nufcpprchenfion, of Theodore Btza. 

tlplied 
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tiplied in every country and every language of 
modern Europe. . l— . y 

The example of fraud muft excite fufpicion ; 

A • r3cics« 

and the fpecious miracles by which the African 
Catholics have defended the truth and juftice of 
their caufe, may be aferibed, with more reafon, 
to their own induftry, than to the vifible pro- 
tedtion of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian, who views 
this religious conflidl with an impartial eye, may 
condefeend to mention one preternatural event, 
which will edify the devout, and furprife the in- 
credulous. Tipafa a maritime colony of 
Mauritania, fixteen miles to the eaft of Cxfarea, 
had been diftinguiflied, in every age, by the 
orthodox zeal of its inhabitants. They had 
braved the fury of the Donatifts j they refilled, 
or eluded, the tyranny of the Arians. The town 
was deferted on the approach of an heretical 
bifhop: moll of the inhabitants who could pro- 
cure Ihips paired over to the coaft of Spain an4 
the unhappy remnant, refufing all communion 
with the ufurper. Hill prefumed to hold their 
pious, but illegal, alTemblies. Their difobe- 
dience exafperated the cruelty of Hunn^ric. A 
rnilicary count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa; he colledlcd the Catholics in the Forum, 
and, in the prefence of the whole province, de- 

Plin. Hift. Natural, v. i. Itinerar. Wefleling, p. 15. Ccl- * 
larius, Gc;grapli. Antiq. tom. ii. part ii. p. 127, This Tipafa 
(v/hich muft not be confounded with another in Nuinidia) was a 
town of fome note, fince Vefpafian endowed it with the right of 
Tatium. 

ti> Cptatus Milevitanus de Schifm. Donatift. ]. il, p. 38. 

U 3 prived 
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prived the guilty of their right-hands and theii* 

C— tongues. But the holy confcflbrs continued to 
fpeak without tongues ; and this miracle is at- 
tefted by Vidlor, an African bilhop, who pub- 
lifhed an hiftory of the perfecution within two 
years after the event “ If any one,” fays 
' Vidbor, “ fliould doubt of the truth, let him 
** repair to Coriftantinople, and liftcn to the clear 
“ and perfeft language of Rcftitutus, the fub- 
** deacon, one of theCe glorious fufFerers, who 
“ is now lodged in the palace of the emperor 

* Zeno, and is refpedled by the devout em- 
prefs.” At Conftantinople we are aflonilhed 

to find a cool, a learned, an unexceptionable 
witnefs, without intereft, and without paflion. 
^neas of Gaza, a Platonic philofopher, has ac- ' 
curately deferibed his own obfervations on thefe 
African fufFerers. ’ ‘*-1 fiiw them myfelf: I hea^ 
them fpeak : I diligently enquired by what 
** rrieans fuch an articulate voice could be formed 
*' without any organ of fpeech : I ufed my eyes to 
“ examine the report of my ears ; 1 opened their 
' • mouth, and faw that the whole tongue had been 
completely torn away by the roots} an opera- 

• - “ tion which the phyficians generally fuppofe to 

“ be mortal ‘‘h” The teftimony of .®neas of Gaza 

V'iclor. Vitends, v. 6. p. id. Riiinart, p. 485— 4S7. 

^neas Gaza;us in Thcophrafto, in Biblioth. Patrura, 
tom. viii. p. 664, 6C5. He was a Chrlftian, anil compofed tliis 
Dialogue (the “n the immortality of the foul, and 

the refurreflion of the boily; befiJes twenty-five Epillles, ftill ex- 
tant. See Cave (Hift. Litteraria, pv »97-) and Fabiicius (Bihl’. 
Gisc. tom. i. p. 4ts.). 

, ^ mighc 
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might be confirmed by the fuperfluous evidence xxxvn 
of the emperor Juftinian, in a perpetual edift j 
*of count Marcellinus, in his Chronicle of the 
times ; and of Pope Gregory the Firft, who had • 
refided at Conftantinoplej as the minifter of the . . 
Roman pontiff They all lived Within the 
compafs of a century j and they all appeal to 
their perfonal knowledge, or the public notoriety, 
for the truth of a miracle, which was repeated in 
feveral inflances, difplayed on the greateft theatre 
of the world, and fubmitted, during a feries 
of years, to the calm examination of the fenfes. 

This fupcrnatural gift of the African confefTors, * 
who fpoke without tongues, will command the 
affent of thofe, and of thofe only, who already 
believe, that their language was pure and ortho» 
dox. But the ftubborn mind of an infidel is 
guarded by fecret, incurable, fufpicion ; and the 
Arian, or Socinian, who has ferioufly reje£led 
the doftrine of the Trinity, will not be fhaken 
by the* moft plaufible evidence of an Athanafian 
miracle. 

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfevered in The min 
the profefTion of Arianifm till the final ruin of,nifm"t" 
the kingdoms which they had founded in Africa ■"“"S’*'' 

and Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted to nans, . 

A. D. 

• _ 500—700. 

i»+ Juftinian. Codex, 1 . i. tit. xxvii. Marcellin. in Chion. 
p. 45. in Thefaur. Tempomin Scaliger. Procopius, de Bell. V.in- 
dal. 1 . i. c. 7. p. 196. Gregor. Magnus Dialog, iii. jx. None 
of thefe witneflfes have fpecified the number of the coHfefibrs, which ’ 

is fixed at (ixty in an old menology (apud Ruinart, p. 486.). Two ' 
of them loft their fpcech by fornication ; but the mir.icle is enhanced 
hy the fingular inftance of a boy who had never fpokeii before his 
tpngue was cut out, 

U 4 the 
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the orthodox dominion of the Franks ; and Spain 
was reftored to the Catholic church by the volun- 
tary converfion of the Vifigoths. 

This falutary revolution was haftened by the 
exMTiple of a royal martyr, whom our calmer 
reafon may ftyle an ungrateful rebel. Leovigildj 
the Gothic monarch of Spain, deferved the refpcdl: 
of his enemies, and the love of his fubjedls ; the 
Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, and his. Ari- 
an fynods attempted, without much fuccefs, to 
reconcile their fcruples by abolifliing the unpo- 
pular rite of a fecond baptifm. His eldeft fon 
Hermenegild, who was invefted by his father 
with the royal diadem, and the fiir principality 
of Boetica, contraded an honourable and ortho- 
dox alliance with a Merovingian princefs, the 
daughter of Sigibert king of Auftrafia, and of 
the famous Brunechild. The beauteous Ingun- 
dis, who was no more than thirteen years of age, 
was received, beloved, and perfecuted, in the 
Arian court of Toledo; and her religious con- 
ftancy was alternately affaulted with blandifh- 
ments and violence by Goifvintha, the Gothic 
queen, who abufed the double claim of maternal 
authority Incenfed by her refiftance, Goif- 
vintha 

a 

’*5 See the tvvo general hiftorians of Spain, Mariana (Hift. de 
Rebus Hilpaniffi, tom. i. 1 . v. c. 12 — 15. p. i8z — 194.) and Fcr- 
reras (French tranflation, tom. ii. p. 206 — 247.). Mariana almoft 
forgets that he is a Jefuit, to alTume the ftyle and Spirit of a Roman 
claftic. Ferreras, an induftrlous compiler, reviews his fa^s, and 
reftifies his chronology. 

Goifvintha fuccefllvely married two kings of the Vifigoths : 
Athanigild, to whom Ihe bore BrUnecbild, the mother of Ingundis ; 

and 
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vintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long 
hair, inhumanly dalhed her againft the ground, 
kicked her till Ihe was covered with blood, and 
at laft gave orders that fhe fhould be ftripped, 
and thrown into a bafon, or fifh-pond Love 
and honour might excite Hermenegild to refent 
this injurious treatment of his bride ; and he was 
gradually perfuaded, that Ingundis fufFered for 
the caufc of divine truth. Her tender complaints, 
and the weighty arguments . of Leander, arch- 
bilhop of Seville, accomplilhed his converfion j 
and the heir of the Gothic monarchy was initiated 
in the Nicene faith by the folemn rites of con- 
firmation The rafh youth, inflamed by zeal, 
and perhaps by ambition, was tempted to violate 
the duties of a fon, and a fubjeft j and the Ca- 
tholics of Spain, although they could not com- 
plain of perfecution, applauded his pious rebel- 
lion againft an heretical father. The civil war 
was protrafted by the long and obrtinate fieges of 
Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had ftre- 
nuoufly efpoufed the party of Hermenegild. He 

invited the orthodox Barbarians, the Suevi, and 

/• 

and Leovigild, whofe two fons, Hennenegild and Rccared, were 
the ilTue of a former marriage. 

Iracundi® furore fnccenfa, adprelienfam per coroam capitii 
puellam in terrain conlidit, ct diu calcibiis verberatam, ac fangiiiiie 
cruentatam, juflit exfpoliari, et pifeinse immergi. t 5 reg. Tuloii. 
1 . V. c. 39. in tom. ii. p. 153. Gregory is one of our beft ori- 
ginals for this poition of hiftory. 

The Catholics who admitted the baptifm of heretics, repeated 
the rite, or, as it was aftei-wards (lyled, the facrament of confirma- 
tion, to which they aferibed many myftic and marvellous preroga- 
tives, both vifible and invifible. See Chai-don, Hift. deS Sacremens, 
tom. i. p. 405 — 55a* 

t , 
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the Franks, to the deftru6lion of his native land : 
he folicitcd the dangerous aid of the Romans, 
wIk) poflefled Africa, and a part of the Spanifli 
coaft ; and his holy ambaffador, the archbifhop 
Leander, effectually negociated in perfon with 
the Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Ca- 
tholics were crufhed by the aftive diligence of a 
monarch who commanded the troops and trea- 
fures of Spain ; and the guilty Hermcnegild, after 
his vain attempts to refift or to efcape, was com- 
pelled to furrender himfelf into the hands of an 
incenfed father. Leovigild was ftill mindful of 
that facred character; and the rebel, dcfpoiled of 
the regal ornaments, was ftill permitted, in a 
decent exile, to profefs the Catholic religion. 
His repeated and unfuccefsful treafons at length 
provoked the indignation of the Gothic king j 
and the fentence of death, which he pronounced 
with apparent reluCtance, was privately executed 
in the tower of Seville. The inflexible conftancy 
with which he refufed to accept the Arian com- 
munion, as the price of his fafecy, may excufo 
the honours that have been paid to the memory 
of St. Hermcnegild. His wife and infant fon 
were detained by the Romans in ignominious 
captivity : and this domcftic misfortune tarnifh- 
ed the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the 
laft moments of his life. 

H is fon and fuccefibr, Recared, the firft Ca- 
tholic king of Spain, had imbibed the faith of 
his unfortunate brother, which he fupported with 
more prudence and fuccds. Inllcad of revolting 
J againft, 
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againft his father, Recared patiently expefted the 
hour of his death. Inftead of condemning his ' — «— * 
memory, he pioufly fuppofed, that the dying 
monarch had abjured the errors of Arianifm, and 
recommended to his fon the converfion of the 
Gothic nation. To accomplHh that falutary end, 

Recared convened an aflrmbly of the Arian clergy 
and nobles, declared himfelf a Catholic, and ex- 
horted them to imitate the example of their prince. 

The laborious interpretation of doubtful texts, or 
the curious purfuit of metaphyfical arguments, 
would have excited an f ndlefs controverfy ; and 
. the monarch difcreetly propofed to his illiterate 
•audience, two fubftantial and vifible arguments, 
the teftimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The 
Earth had fubmitted to the Nicene fynod : the 
•Romans, the Barbarians, and the inhabitants of 
Spain, unanimoufly profeffed the fame orthodox 
•creed; and the Vifigoths refifted, almoft alone, 
the confent of the Chriftian world. A fuperfti- 
' cious age was prepared to reverence, as the tefti- 
mony of HeaveUi the preternatural cures, which 
were performed by the fldll or virtue of the Ca- 
tholic clergy ; the baptifmal fonts of Oflet in 
. Boetica whish were fpontaneoufly replcnifhed 


OITet, or Julia Conftanlia, was oppoHte to Seville, on the 
northern CiicoftheBoetis(Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3.) i ami theauthemic 
reference of Gregory of Tours (Hift. Fiancor. 1 . vi. c.43. p. aSS.) 
deferves more credit than the name of Lufitania (de Gloria Martyr. 

14..), which has been eagerly embraced by the vain and fupeifii- 
titiouj Portvguefe (Ferreras, Hift, d’ETpagne, tom. ii. p. i66.). 

each 
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each year, on the vigil of Eafter*^®i and the 
miraculous Ihrine of St. Martin of Tours, which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and peo- 
ple of Gallicia The Catholic king encoun- 
tered fome difficulties on this important change 
of the national religion. A confpiracy, fecretly 
fomented by the* queen-dowager, was'Jformed 
againlt his life ; and two counts excited a dan- 
.gcrous revolt in the Narbonnefe Gaul. But Re- 
cared difarmed the confpirators, defeated the 
rebels, and executed fevere juftice; which the 
Arians, in their turn, might brand with the re- 
.proach of perfecution.' Eight bifliops, whole 
names betray their Barbaric origin, abjured their 
errors i and all the hooks of Arian theology were 
reduced to allies, with the houfe in which they 
bad been purpofely coUedled. The whole body 
of the Vifigoths and Suevi were allured or driven 
.into the pale of the Catholic communion; the 
faith, at leaft of the rifing generation, was fer- 
vent and fincere; and the devout liberality of 
the Barbarians enriched the churches and monaf- 
teries of Spain. Seventy bilhops, alTembled in 
the; council of Toledo, received the fubmilfion of 
their conquerors ; and the zeal of the Spaniards 
improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the pro- 

‘jo TTii? miracle was ikilfi>lly perforrnnl. An Aiian king Tesled 
»he doers, and dug a deep trench round the church, without being 
able to intercept the liarter (iipply of baptilmal water. 'j 

Ferreras (tom. ii. p. 168—175, A. D. 550.) has ilhsftrated 
the diftculties which regard, the time and circumftances of the con- 
\erfion of the .Suevi. They had btcii recently united by Lcovigild 
to tki* Gothic nionruchy of Spain, 

celTion 
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ceflion of the Holy Ghoft, from the Son, as well 
as from the Father j a weighty point of doiTtrine, 
which produced, long afterwards, the fchifm of 
the Greek and Latin churches *’*. The royal 
profelyte immediately fainted and confulced pope 
Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and 
holy prelate, whofe reign was diftinguiflied by the 
converfion of httetics and infidels. The ambaf- 
fadors of Recared refpeflfLilly offered on the 
threfhold of the Vatican his rich prefents of gold 
and gems : they accepted, as a lucrative ex- 
change, the hairs of St. John the Baptifl a 
crofs, which inclofed a fmall piece of the true 
wood; and a key, that contained fome particles 
of iron which had been feraped from the chains 
of St. Peter 

The fame Gregory, the fpiritual conqueror of Conmfion 
Britain, encouraged the pious Theodelinda, queen Lombards 
of the Lombards, to propagate the Nicene ^ 
faith among the viftorious favages, whofe recent 
Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herefy. 

Her devout labours ftill left room for the induf' 
try and fuccefs of future mifllonaries ; and many 
- cities of Italy were ftill difputed by hoftile biftiops. 

But the caufe of Arianifm was gradually fup- 
prefled by the weight of truth, of intereft, and of 
example; and the controverfy, which Egypt had 

> 3 * This addition to the Nicene, or rather the Conftantinopolitan 
creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A. D. 653 j. 
but it wasexprefTive of the popular doftvinc (Gerard Vollius, tom. vi, 
p. 527. de tribus Symbolis). 

>33 See Gregor. Magn. 1 . vii. epill. 12S. apud Baronium, An- 
nal. Eccief. A. D. 590, N<> 25, i 6 . 
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Peifecu- 
tion of the 
Jews in 
Spain, 

A. D. 
<x»— 711. 


x^vn Platonic fchool, was terminat- 

ed, after a war of three hundred years, by the 
final converfion of the Lombards of Italy ***. 

The firll miflionaries who preached the gofpel 
to the Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of 
reafon, and claimed the benefit of toleration 
But no fooner had they eftabliflied their fpiritual 
dominion, than they exhorted th^Chriftian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Ro- 
man or Barbaric fuperftition. The fucceflbrs of 
Clovis inflidled one hundred lafhes on the peafants 
who refufed to deftroy their idols the crime of 
facrificing to the daemons was punilhed by the 
Anglo-Saxon laws with the heavier penalties of 
imprifonment and confifeation j and even the 
wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty, 
the extreme rigour of the Mofaic inftitutions 
But the punilhment, and the crime, were gra- 
dually abolifhed among a Chriftian people : the 
theological difputes of the fchools were fufpend- 
ed by propitious ignorance j and the intolerant 
fpirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he- 


>1+ Paul Warnefrid (de Geftis Larigobard. 1 . iv. c. 44. p, 853. 
edit. Grot.) allows that Ai ianifm iHll prevailed under the reign of 
Rothaiis (A. D. 636 — 651.). The p\ous Dtacm does not attempt to 
inaik. the preeife aera of the national converfion, which was accom- 
piifhed, however, before the end of the feventh century. 

MS Quorum fidei et converfioni ita coiigratulatus eflTe rex perhi- 
befur, ut nullum tameii cogeret ad Chriftianilinum. . . . Didiccrat 
enim a dofloribus auiloribufque fuae falutis, fervitium Chrifti volyn- 
tarium non coafUtium efie debere. JBcda: Hid. Ecclcliallic. 1 . i. 
c. 26. p. 62. edit. Smith. 

See the Hiftorians of France, tom. iv. p. 114. ; and Wilkins, 
I.eges Anglo- Saxonicae, p. ii. 31. Siquis facrificium inimolaverit 
piaftcr Deo foii inorte moriatur. 
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reties, was reduced to the perfccution of the 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fome ^ 

fynagogues in the cities of Gaul ; but Spain, 
fince the time of Hadrian, was filled with their 
numerous colonics The wealth which they 
accumulated by trade, and the management of 
the finances, invited the pious avarice of their 
matters j and they might be opprefled without 
danger, as they had loft the ufe, and even the re- 
membrance, of arms. Sifebuc, a Gothic king, 

■ who reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen- 
tury, proceeded at once to the laft extremes of 
’ perfccution Ninety thoufand Jews were com- 
pelled to receive the facramcn: of baptifm ; the 
fortunes of the obftinate infidels were confifeated, 
their bodies were tortured ; and it feems doubt- 
ful whether they were permitted to abandon their 
native country. The exceflive zeal of the Ca- 
tholic king was moderated, even by the clergy of 
Spain, who folemnly pronounced an inconfiftent 
. fentence: that the facraments fhould not be for- 
cibly impofed ; but that the Jews who had been 
baptized ftiould be conftrained, for the honour of 
the church, to perfevere in the external praftice 


>J7 The Jews pretend that they were introduced into Spain by the 
fleets of Solomon, and the arms of Nebiichadnerzar ; that Hadrian 
tr.mfportcd forty thoufand families of the tube of Judah, and ten 
thoufand *of the tribe of Benjamin, &c. Bafi.agc, Hilt, des Juifs, 
tom. vii. c. 9. p. 240 — 256. 

’t* Ifidore, at that time archbifltop of Seville, mentions, difap- 
proves, and congratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. Goth. p. 728.). 
Earonius (A. D. 614, N'’4 t.) afligns the number on the evidence 
of Aimoin, 1. Iv. c. 22.) : but the evidence is weak, and 1 have not 
been able to verify the quotation (Hiftorians of France, tom. iii. 
p. 117.). 
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^ religion which they dilbdieved, anddetefled. 

^ '» Their frequent rclapfcs provoked one of the fuc- 

ceffors of Sifebut to banilh the whole nation from 
his dominions } and a council of Toledo pub- 
lifhed a decree, that every Gothic king Ihquld 
fwear to maintain this falutary edidt. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the viflims, 
whom they delighted to torture, or to deprive 
thcmfclves of the induftrious flaves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative opprefliom The 
Jews Hill continued in Spain, under the weight • 
of the civil and eccleliaflical laws, which in the 
fame country have been faithfully tranferibed in 
the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings 
and bifliops at length difeovered, that injuries 
" will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fecret or 
profefled enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied 
in fervitude, and diftrefs and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefs of the Ara-; 
bian conquerors 

.Condu- foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 

powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fition : the eftablifhment of an obfeure dotftrinc 
fuggefted new queftions, and new difp'utes ; and 
it was always in the power of an ambitio*us pre- 
late, or a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of 

U 9 Bafnagc (tom.viii. c. 15. p. — 4-oo.) faithfully reprefents 
the ftatc of the Jews : but he might have adJeJ from the canons of 
tile Spaiiith councils, nntl the laws of the Vifigoths, many curious 
cirrumftanccs, tfltiuial to his fiibjeft, though they arc foreign to 
nunc. 
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the church, and, perhaps, of the empire. The 
hidoriiin of the empire may overlook thofe dif- ‘ 

putes which were confined to. the obfcurity of 
Ichools and fynods. The Manichteans, who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chrift and of 
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced thcmfelves into 
the provinces : but thefe foreign fedtaries were 
involved in the common difgrace of theGnoftics, 
and the Imperial laws were executed by the pub- 
lic hatred. The rational opinions of the Pela- 
gians were propagated from Britain to Rome, 

Africa, and Paleftine, and filcntly expired in a 
fuperftitious age. But the Eaft was diftradted by 
the Neftorian and Eutychian controverfiesj which 
attempted to explain the myftery of the incarna- 
tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriftianity in her 
native land. Thefe controverfies were firft agi- 
tated under the reign of the younger Theodofius : 
but their important confequences extend far be- 
yond the limits of the prefent volume. The me- 
taphyfical chain of argument, the contefts of ec- 
clefiaftical ambition,, and their political influence 
on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may 
afford an interefting and inftrudlive feries of hil^ 
tory, from the general councils of Ephefus and 
Chalcedon, to the conqueft of the Eaft by the 
fuccefibrs of Mahomet. 
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•CHAP. XXXVIII. 

Reign and Converfion of Clovis. — His ViEiories over 
the Alemanniy Burgundians, andVifigoths. — EJla- 
blijhmnt of the t rench Monarchy in Gaul. — Laws 
of the Barbarians. — State of the Romans.— The 
Vifigoths of Spain.— Conqueft of Britain by the Sax- 
ons. 

CHAP. H E Gauls *, who impatiently fupported 
xxx vpi. Roman yoke, received a memorable 

The revo- leffon from one of the lieutenants of Vefpafian, 
gIuL whofe weighty fenfe has been refined and expreffed 
by the genius of Tacitus *. “ The proteftion 

of the republic has delivered Gaul from inter- 
nal difeord, and foreign invafions. By the 
lofs of national independence, you have acquir- 
ed the name and privileges of Roman citizens, 
“ You enjoy, in common with ourfclves, the 
«* permanent benefits of civil government j and 
** your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 
“ accidental mifehiefs of tyranny. Inftead of 


' In this chapter I flwll draw my quotations from the Recueil dea 
Hiftoriens des Gaules et de la France, Paris *738—1767, in eleven 
volumes in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet, and tire other 
Benediftines, all the original teftimonies, as far as A. D. 1060, are 
difpofed in chronological order, and illufti-ated with learned notet. 
Such -a national work, which will be continued to the year 1 500, 
might provoke our emulation. 

» Tacit. Hift. iv. 73, 74. in tom. i. p. 445. To abridge Ta- 
citus, would indeed be prefumptuous : but I may felefl tl)e general 
ideas which he applies to the pielent Hate and future revolutions of 
Gaul, . 
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•* exercifing the rights of conqueft, we have been 
** contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi- ■ ^ 

“ fitc for your own prefervation. Peace cannot 
** be fecured without armies j and armies muft 
be fupported at the expence of the people. 

It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 
“ guard the barrier of the Rhine againft the 
“ ferocious Germans, who have fo often atcempt- 
ed, and who will always defire, to exchange 
the folitudc of their woods and moraffcs for the 
wealth and fertility of Gaul. The fall of Rome 
** would be fatal to the provinces ; and you would 
be buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric, 
which has been raifed by the valour and wif- 
« dom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary 
“ freedom would be infulted and opprefTed by a 
“ favage maftcr j and the expulfion of the Ro- 
mans would be fucceeded by the eternal hofti- 
“ lities of the barbarian conquerors This 
falutary advice was accepted, and this ftrange 
predidtion was accomplifhed. In the fpace of 
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had 
encountered the arms of Caefar, were impercep- 
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 
fubjedfs : the Weftern empire was diflblved ; and 
the Germans, who had pafTed the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the pofleffion of Gaul, and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 
polifhed inhabitants. With that confeious pride ' 

J Eailem femper enufa Germanis tianfcendendi in Gallias libido 
atque avaritiae et ir.utand% fedis amor j ut relirtis paludibus et foli- 
tudinibus fuis, fecurufiflimum hoc folum vofque ipfos pofliderent. 

. . . Nam pulfis Romanis quid aliud quam bella omrilum inter le 
rentinm exfiftent ? 
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CHAP, which the pre-eminence of knowledge and lux- 

XXXVIII. ^ ^ 

ury fcldom fails to infpire, they derided the hairy 
and gigantic favages of the North j their ruftic 
manners, diflbnant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally diigufting to the 
fight and to the fmell. The liberal ftudies were 
ftill cultivated in the fchools of Autun and Bor- 
deaux; and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aftonifhed by the harfh and unknown founds 
of the Germanic dialed!, and they ingenioufly 
lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmony of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were 
endowed with all the advantages of art and nature; 
but as they wanted courage to defend them, they 
were juflly condemned to obey, and even to flat- 
ter, the vidtorious Barbarians, by whofe clemency 
they held their precarious fortunes and their 
lives \ 

Eurie, As foon as Odoacer had extinguiflied the Wefl- 
Vil^oths*' empire, he fought the friendfliip of the mod 
, A. D. powerful of the Barbarians. The new fovereign 
476— 4*5’ of Italy refigned to Euric, king of the Vifigoths, 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean ’ : and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fome oftenta- 
tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve- 

♦ Sidonlus Apollinaris lidiciilcs, with aficfled wit and pleafantiy, 
the hardlhips of his fituation (Cai m. xii. in toro.i. p. 811.). 

S See Procopius dc Bell. Golhico, 1 . i. c. 12. in tom. it. p. 31. 
The charafter of Grotius inclines me to believe, that he has not fiib- 
ftitiited the Rline for the RtSne (Hill, Gothoruro, p. 175.} without 
the authority of forae lylS. 
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nuc or dominion. The lawful prctenfions of 
Euric were juftified by ambition and fuccefs i and 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com- 
mand, to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Arles 
and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms : he op« 
prelfed the freedom of Auvergne j and the bilhop 
condefeended to purchafe his recal from exile by 
a tribute ofjuft, but reluflant, praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of ambaffadors and fuppliants j and their 
various bufinefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted 
the power, and the renown, of the king of the 
Vifigoths. Tiie Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies, with its cerulean co- 
lour, implored his protedlion j and the Saxons 
refpefted the maritime provinces of a prince, who 
was deftitute of any naval force. The tall Bur- 
gundians fubmitted to his authority j nor did he 
reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on 
that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 

The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful friend- 
fhip J and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fup- 
ported by his powerful aid againft the oppreflion 
of the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch arc 
the lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap- 
peafed, by the nod of Euric j the great king of 
Perfia confulced the oracle of the Wefti and the 
aged god of the Tyber was protefted by the fwell- 
ing genius of the Garonne *. The fortune of na- 
tions has often depended on accidents 1 and 

^ Sidonius, I. viii. epift. 3, 9, in tom. i. p. Soo. Jornandes (de 
Rebas Geticis, c. 47. p. 6to.) juftifiea, in fome mcafui'e, this por- 
trait of the Gothic hero. 

X 3 France 


Digitized by Google 



310 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


xxxv^ii 2^cribe her greatnefs to the premature 

». — death of the Gothic king, at a time when his fon 
Alaric was an helplefs infant, and his adverfary 
Clovis ^ an ambitious and valiant youth. 

Clovis, While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an 
Franks?''* cxilc in Germany, he tv^as hofpitably entertained 
by the queen as well as by the king, of the 
Thuringians. After his reftoration, Bafina efcaped 
from her hufband’s bed to the arms of her 
lover ; freely declaring, that if Ihe had known a 
man wifer, ftronger, of more beautiful, than Chil- 
dtric, that man Ihould have been the objedl or 
her preference*. Clovis was the offspring of this 
voluntary union ; and, when he was no more than 
fifteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father’s 
death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom ' were confined to 
the ifland of the Batavians, with the ancient dio- 
cefes of Tournay and Arras ‘"i and at the bap- 


7 I ufe the familiar appellation of C/cr/ij, from the Latin Cblahifi~ 
chut, or CblodcfOicta, But the Cb exprefles only the German afpira^ 
tion i and the true name is not different from huduh, or Ltwit (Mem. 
de I’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xx, p. 68.). 

* Greg. Turon. 1. 5i. c. la. in tom. i. p. i68. Bafina fpeaks 
the language of Nature : the Franks, who had feen her in their 
youth, might converfe with Gregory, in their old age; ond the 
bifhop of Tours could not with to defame the mother of the hrft 
Chrillian king. 

9 The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique de rEtabliflement de la Mo- 
niuthie Franijoile dans ks Gaules, tom. i. p. 630 — 650.) has the 
merit of defining the prilhilive kingdom of Clovis, and of afeertain* 
Hig the genuine number of his lubjefts. 

Ectlefiara incultam ac negligentia civium Paganorum praeter- 
miH'ani, veprium defitatc oppletam, &c. Vit. St. Vedafti, in 
tom. iii. p. 371. This defcrlption fuppofes that Arras was poflefled 
by the Pagans, many years before the baptifm of Clovis. 
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tifm of Clovis, the nomber of his warriors coirid ^xx^n 
not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks, who had feared thcmfelves along the 
Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meufc, the Mo- 
fclle, and the Rhine, were governed by their in- 
dependent kings, of the Merovingian race ; the 
equals, the allies, and fotnetimes the enemies,, of 
the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obeyed, 
in peace, the hereditary jurifdiftion of their chiefs, 
were free to follow the ftandard of a popular and 
viiftorious general j and the fuperior merit of 
Clovis attracted the refpeifi: and allegiance of the 
national confederacy. When he firfl: took the 
field, he had neither gold and filver in his coffers, 

^nor wine and corn in his magazines “ : but he 
imitated the example of Ciefar, who, in the fame 
country, had acquired wealth by the fword, and 
purchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqueft. 

After each fuccefsfulbattleor expedition, the fpoils 
were accumulated in one common mafs every 
warrior received his proportionable ftiare, and the 
royal prerogative fubmitted to the equal regula- 
tions of military law. The untamed fpirit of the 
Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ad- 
vantages of regular difciplinc **. At the annual rc- 


•• Gregory of Tours (I. v. c. i. in tom. ii. p. 232.) contraft* 
the poverty of Clovis with the wealth of his grandfons. Yet Remi- 
gius (in tom. iv. p. 51.) mentions his faurnat »yti, as fofficient for 
ttie redemption of captives. 

'»-See Gregory ( 1 . ii. c. *7. 37. in tom. ii. p. 175. 181, 181.). 
The famous ftory of the vale of SoilTons explains both the power 
and the charafter of Clovis. As a point of eontroverl'y, it has been 
ftrangely tortured by Boulainvillitrs, Dubos, and the other political 
antiquarians. 
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view of the month of March, their arms were 
w-v-w diligently infpefted i and when they traverfed a 
peaceful territory, they were prohibited from 
touching a blade of grafs. The juftice of Clovis 
was inexorable j and his carelefs or difobedient 
foldiers were punifhed with inftant death. It 
would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a 
Frank : but the valour of Clovis was directed by 
cool and confummate prudence 'L In all his 
tranfaflions with mankind, he calculated the 
weight of intereft, of paflion, and of opinion ; 
and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the 
fanguinary manners of the Germans, and fome* 
times moderated by the milder genius of Rome, 
and Chriftianity. He was intercepted in the 
career of victory, fince he died in the forty-fifth 
year of his age ; but he had already accomplifhed, 
in a reign of thirty years, the eftablilhment of the 
French monarchy in Gaul. 

Hisvi^iory The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of 
grfus!^*' Syagrius, the fpn of ^gidius ; and the public 
A.D. 486. quarrel might, on this occafion, be inflamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
infulted the Merovingian race; the power of the 
fon might excite the jealous ambition of the king 
of the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo^ 
nial eftate, the city and diocefe of SoiflTons ; the 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic, Rheims 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would na- 


The duke of Nivernois, a noble ftatefman, who has managed 
weighty and delicate negociations, ingenioufly illulbrates (Mem. de 
I'Acad. de$ Infcri^tlons, tom. xx. p. 147 — 184.) thepolitical fyftem 
of C)ovis, 

, turally 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 31J 

rurally fubmic to the count or patrician ‘*j and 
after the diflblution of the Weftern empire, he v,..-y— .g 
might reign with the title, or at leafl: with the 
authority, of king of the Romans As a Ro- 
man, he had been educated in the liberal ftudies 
of rhetoric and jurifprudence ; but he was en- 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufc 
of the Gerir^anic idiom. The independent Bar- 
barians reforted to the tribunal of a ftranger, who 
poflefied the fingular talent of explaining, in their 
native tongue, the dilates of reafon and equity. 

The diligence and affability of their judge ren- 
dered him popular, the impartial wifdom of his 
decrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and 
the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu- 
tion of civil fociety ‘®. In the midft of thefe 
peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and 
boldly accepted, the hoftile defiance of Clovis j 
who challenged his rival, in the fpirit, and al- 
moft in the language, of chivalry, to appoint the 


’4 M. Blet (in a DilTertation which deferved the prize of the Aca- 
demy of SoifTons, p. 178 — zi6.) has accuratejy defined the nature 
and extent of the kingdom of Syagrius, and his father ; but he too 
readily allows the flight evidence of Dubos (tom. ii. p. 54—57.) to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens, 

I may obferve that Fredegarlus, in his Epitome of Gregory of 
Tours (tom. ii. p. 398.), has prudently fubllituted the name of 
Patridus for the incredible title of Rtx Rtmanontm. 

Sidonius ( 1 . v. epift. 5. in tom, i. p. 794.), who fliles him 
the Solon, theAmphion, of the Barbarians, addreffes this imaginary 
king in the tone of fricndfhip and equality. From fuch offices of 
arbitration, the crafty Dcjoces had raifed himfelf to the throne of the 
Medes {Herodot. 1. i. c. 96—100.). 

day, 
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CHAP, day, and the field of battle. In the time of 

XXXVIII ^ 

J Caefar, SoilTons would have poured forth a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; and fuch an army might 
have been plentifully fupplied with fhrelds, cui- 
raffes, and military engines, from the three 
arfenals, or manufactures, of the city **, But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long fince exhaufted j and the loofe bands of vo- 
lunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the 
ftandard ofSyagrius, were incapable of contend- 
* ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without fome more accu- 
rate knowledge of his ftrength and rcfources, to 
condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, whoefcaped, 
after the lofs of a battle, to the diftant court of 
Thouloufe. The feeble minority of Alaric could 
not affift, or proteft, an unfortunate fugitive; 
the pufillanimous Goths were intimidated by the 
menaces of Clovis; and the Roman king, after a 
Ihort confinement, was delivered into the hands of 
the executioner. The Belgic cities furrendered 
to the king of the Franks ; and his dominions 

*7 Campum fibi praepnrari jufllt. M. Biet (p. 126—151.) lias 
diligently alccitaiiied this field of battle, at Nogent, a Benediflinc 
abbey, about ten miles to the north of Soiflbns. The ground was 
marked by a circle of Pagan fepulchres ; and Clovis befiowed the 
Adjacent lands of Leuilly and Coucy on the church ofRhtifBs. 

See Caefar. Comment, de Bell. Gallrc. ii. 4. in tom. i. p. no. 
and the Notitiae, tom. i. p. 126. The three Tabrica of ‘SoilTons 
wore, Scutaria, BaHJfarla, and Clinabaria. The lull fupplied the Com* 
plcte armour of the heavy cuiraffiers. 

■9 The epithet mtift be confined to the ch'cumftances 5 and hiftory 
cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregory ( 1 . ii. c. ey. in 
tom. ii. p. 175.), ut Golhoruin pavae eft. 

were 
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were enlarged towards the Eaft by the ample dio- 
.cefe of Tongres**, which Clovis fubdued in the w 
tenth year of his reign. 

The name of the Alemanni has been abfurdly 
derived from their imaginary fcttlement on the of the 
banks of*the Leman lake**. That fortunate 
diftrift, from the lake to Avenche, and Mount 
Jura, was occupied by the Burgundians**. The 
northern parts of Helvetia had indeed been fub- 
dued by the ferocious Alemanni, who deftroyed 
with their own hands the fruits of their conqueft. 

A province, improved and adorned by the arts of 
Rome, was again reduced to a favage wilderncfsj 
and fome veftige of the ftately Vindonifla may 
Bill be difcovered in the fertile and populous vaU 
• ley of the Aar ”. From the fource of the Rhine, . 

tt> 


*0 Dubos has fatished me (tom. i. p. 177 — 286.) that Gregory of 
Tours, his tranfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounde 4 
the German kingdom of Thurwgia, beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic 
rky of Tohgria, on the Meufe, which was more anciently the country 
of the Eburones, and more recently the diocefe of Liege. 

Populi habitantes juxta Lemannum lacum, ^lemanru dicuntur. 
Servius, ad Virgil. Georgic. iv. 278. Dom Bouquet (tohi. i. 
p, 817.) has only alleged the more recent and corrupt text of Ilidbr; 
of Seville. ' 

Gregory of Tours fends St. Lupicinus inter ilia Jurenfis de- 
ferti fecieta, quae, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque fita, Aven- 
ticse adjacent civitati, in tom. i, p. 648. M. de Watteville (Hift. 
de la Confideration Helvetique, tom. i. p. 9, 10.) has accurately 
defined the Helvetian limits of the duteby of Alemannia, and the 
Tranjurane Burgundy. They were comtnenfurate with the diocefes 
of Conftance and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are Hill diferiminated, 
in modern Switzerland, by the ufe of the German, or French, lan- 
guage. 

t) See Guilllman. de Rebus Helveticis, 1 . i. c. 3-. p. ii, is. 
Within the ancient walls of Vindonilta, the calUe of Hablburgh, the 

abbey 
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to its conflux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the 
formidable fwarms of the Alemanni commanded 
either fide of the river, by the right of ancient 
pofleffion, or recent vidory. They had fpread 
themfelves into Gaul, over the modern provinces 
of Alface and Lorraine ; and their boW invafion 
of the kingdom of Cologne fummoned the Salic 
prince to the defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis 
encountered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of 
Tolbiac, about twenty-four miles from Cologne; 
and the two fierceft nations of Germany were 
mutually animated by the memory of part: ex- 
ploits, and the profpeft of future greatnefs. The 
Franks, after an obftinate ftruggle, gave way ; 
and the Alemanni, raifing a (hout of vidory, im- 
petuoufly prelTed their retreat. But the battle 
was reftored by the valour, the condud, and 
perhaps by the piety, of Clovis ; and the event 
of the bloody day decided for ever the alternative 
of empire or fcrvitude. The laft king of the 
Alemanni was flain in the field, and his people 
was flaughtered and purfued, till they threw down 
their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the con- 
queror. Without difcipline it was impolTible for 
them to rally ; they had contemptuoufiy dcmo- 
lilhcd the walls and fortifications which might 
have proteded their dittrefs ; and they were fol- 
lowed into the heart of their forefts, by an enemy, 

abbey of Konigsfield, and the town of Bruck, have fucceffively 
arifen. The philofophic traveller may compare the momiments of 
Roman conqueft, of feudal or Audrian tyranny, of monkiHi fupa- 
ililion, and of induftrious freedom. If he be truly a philofopher, h< 
will applaud the merit and happinefs of his own times. 

7 not 
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not lefs aclive, or intrepid, than thcmfelves. The 
great Theodoric congratulated the victory of j 

Clovis, whofe filler Albofieda the king of Italy 
had lately married j but he mildly interceded 
with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and 
fugitives, who had implored his proteftion. 

The Gallic territories, which were poflelTed by 
the Alemanni, became the prize of their con- 
queror j and the haughty nation, invincible, or 
rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutinns, under the government 
of official, and, at length, of hereditary, dukes. 

After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations 
beyond the Rhine. They gradually fubdued, and 
civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as far as the 
Elbe, and the mountains of Bohemia j and the 
peace of Europe was fecured by the obedience of 
Germany 

, Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis con- Converfion 
tinued to worlhip the gods of his anceftors**. a, D. 4.96, 

His 

Gregory of Tours (1. ii. 30. 37. in tom. ii. y. 176,177. 
theGefta Francorum (in tom. ii. p. 5SiO> “"‘I epilUe of Tlieo- 

doric (Cafliodor. Variar. I. ii. c. 41. in tom. iv. p. 4.), reprefent 
the defeat of the Alemanni. Some of their tribes fettled in Rhitia, 
under the proteflion of Theodoric ; whofe fucceflTors ceded the colo- 
ny and their country to the grandfon of Clovis. The date of the 
Alemanni under the Merovingian kings, may be feen in Mafeou 
(Hift. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8, (ic. Annotation xxxvi.) and 
Guilliman (de Reb. Helvet. 1. ii. c. 10 — 11. p. 71 — 80.). 

*5 Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fuppofes that Clovis wordiippcd 
the gods of Greece and Rome. The fa£l is incredible, and the 

midake 
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CHAP. His difbcHcf, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity, 

i_ t might encourage him to pillage with lefs remorfe 
the churches of an hoftile territory : but his fub- 
jefts of Gaul enjoyed the free excrcifc of religious 
worihip } and the bifhops entertained a more fa- 
vourable hope of the idolater, than of the here- 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contrafted a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the king of Burgundy, who, in the midft of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profeflSon of th^ 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty, to atchieve the converfion ** of a Pagan 
hulband j and Clovis infenfibly liftened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per., 
haps fuch terms had been previoufly ftipulated) 
to the baptifm of his eldeft fon ; and though the 
fudden death of the infant excited feme fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Chriftiansj and vic- 
tory difpofed him to hear, with refpedful grati- 

miftake only (hews how completely, in lefs than a century, the na- 
tional religion of the Franks had been abolilhed, and even forgot- 
ten. 

s® Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and convcr£on of 
Clovis ( 1 , ii. c. sE — ji. in tom. si. p. 175-— 178.). Even Fredc- 
liarius, or the nainelefs Epitomiaer (in tom. ii. p. 400.), the 
author of the Gefta Francorsun (in tom. ii- p. 54-S.— 55s.), and 
Aimoin hioifelf (I. i. c. 13. in tom. ui. p. 37—40.), may be 
heard without difdain. Tradition might long ptefeive fomecurion? 
' ciicumftanccs of thefe important tranfaAioim. 


o 


tude. 
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tude, the eloquent Remigius **, bWhop of 
Rheims, who forcibly dlfplayed the temporal and v — ^ — » 
fpiritual advantages of his converfion. The king 
declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic faith j and the political reafons which might 
have fufpended his public profeffion, were re- 
moved by the devout or loyal acclamations of the 
Franks, who Ihcwed themfelves alike prepared to 
follow their heroic leader, to the field of battle, or 
to the baptifmal font. The important ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circumftance of magnificence andfolemnity, 
that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on the 
minds of its rude profelytes The new Con- 
ftantine was immediately baptifed, with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubjectsi and their ex- 


*7 A traveller, wko returned from Rheims to Auvergne, had 
ftolen a copy of his Declamations from the fecretary or bookfeller of 
the modeft archbidiop (Sidonius Apollinar. 1. ix. epift. 7,). Four 
epiftles of Remigius, which arc ftill extant (in tom, iv. p, 51, 52, 
53.), do not coirefpond with the fplendid praife cf Sidonius. 

»* Hincmar, one of the fucccllbrs of Remigius (A. D. 845— 
%£>.), has conipofed his life (in tom. iii. p. 373— *380.). The au- 
thority of ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire fome 
confidence, which is dellroyed, however, by the felfifh and audacious 
fictions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius, who 
was conlecrated at the age of twenty-two (A. D. 457.), filled the 
epifcopal chair feventy-four years (Fagi Critica, in Baron, tom. ii. 
p.384. 57».). 

»9 A vial (the Saimt ArrpeulU) of holy, or rather celeftial, oil, 
was brought down by a white dove, for the baptifm of Clovis : and 
it is fUil ufed, and renewed, in the coronation of the kings of 
France. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft 
author of this fable (in tom. iii. p. 377.) whofe flight foundations 
the Abbe de Vertot (Memoires de I’Academie des Infcriptions, 
tom. ii. p. 619—633.) has undermined, with profound refpeft, and 
confu.mmate dexterity. 

ample 
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chap, ample was imitated by the remainder of thtgentU 
XXXVIII . 2arbartansy who, in obedience to the viflorious 
prelate, adored the crofs which they had burnt, 
and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored' The mind of Clovis was fufceptiWe of 
tranfient fervour : he was exafperated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the pafTion and death of Chrifl: j and, 
inftead of weighing the falutary confequences of 
that myfterious facrifice, he exclaimed with in- 
difcreet fury, “ Had I been prefent at the head 
** of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged 
“ his injuries’*.” But the favage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a 
religion, which depends on the laborious invefti- 
' gation of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative theo- 
logy. He was flill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the gofpel, which perfuades and 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral 
and Chriftian duties; his hands were ftained 
with blood, in peace as well as in war ; and, as 
foon as Clovis had difmifTed a fynod of the Galli- 
can church, he calmly aflTaflrmated all the princes 
of the Merovingian race Yet the king of the 

Franks 

3 ° Mhis depone colln, Sicamber : adora quod incendifti, incende 
quod adorafti. Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 31. in tom. ii. p. 177. 

3 > Si ego ibidem cum Francis meis fuiflem, in)urias ejus vindi- 
caflem. This lalh exprcfllon, which Gregory has prudently con- 
cealed, is celebrated by Fredegarius (F.pitom. c. it. in tom. ii. 
p. 400.), Aimoin ( 1 . i. c. 16. in tom. iii. p. 40.), and the Chro- 
tiiques de St. Denys ( 1 . i. c. 10. in tom. iii. p. 171.), as pn ad- 
mirable effufion of Chriftian zeal. 

3* Gregory, ( 1 . ii. c. 40 — 43. in tom. ii. p. 183 — 185.) after 
coolly relating the repeated crimes, and aft'efled remorfe, of Clovis, 

concludes. 
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Franks might fincerely worfhip the Chriftian 
God, as a Being more excellent and powertul than ■ j 
his national deities ; and the fignal deliverance 
and viftory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis to con- 
fide in the future protedlion of the Lord of Hofts. 

Martin, the moft popular of the faints, had filled 
the Weftern world with the fame of thofc miracles, 
which were incelTantly performed at his holy fe- 
pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid 
promoted the caufe of a liberal and orthodoK 
prince; and the profane remark of Clovis hiin- 
felf, that Sr. Martin was an cxpenfive friend ”, 
need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any 
permanent, or rational, fcepticifm. But earth, 
as well as heaven, rejoiced in the converfion of the 
Franks. On the memorable day, when Clovis 
afeended from the baptifmal font, he alone, in 
the Chriftian world, deferved the name and pre- 
rogatives of a Catholic king. The emperor 
Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous errors con- 
•cerning the nature of the divine incarnation ; and 
the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul 
were involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft, 
or rather the only, fon of the church, was ac- , 
knowledged by the clergy as their lawful fove- 


concludcs, perhaps undefignedly, with a leiron, which ambition 
will never hear ; “ His ita tranfattis . . . obiit.” 

33 After the Gothic viflory, Clovis made rich offerings to St. 
Martin of Tours. lie ■wirticd to redeem his w.ar-horfe by the gift 
of one hundred pieces of gold ; but the enchanted deed could not 
move from the liable till the price of his redemption had been 
doubled. This nirach provoked the king to exclaim, Vere B. Mar- 
tinus eft bonus in a&xilio, fed earns in negotio fGefta Francorum, 

in tom. ii. p. js4> 555-)- 

VoL. VI. Y reign. 
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CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 


SubtnilTion 
of the Ar- 
moricans 
and the 
Roman ^ 
troops, 
A.D. 497> 
&c. 




reign, or glorious deliverer; and the arms of 
Clovis were ftrenuoufly fupported by the zeal and 
favour of the Catholic fa(flion 

Under the Roman empire, the wealth and ju- 
rifdidlion of the bilhops, their facred character, 
and perpetual office, their numerous dependents, 
popular eloquence, and provincial affemblies, 
had rendered them always refpeflable, and fome- 
times dangerous. Their influence was aug- 
mented with the progrefs of fuperftition, and the 
eftablifhment of the French monarchy may, in 
fome degree, be afcribed to the firm alliance of 
an hundred prelates, who reigned in the difcon- 
tented, or independent, cities of Gaul. The 
flight foundations of the Armorican republic had 
been repeatedly lhaken, or overthrown ; but the 
fame people ftill guarded their domeftic freedom ; 
aflerted the dignity of the Roman name; and 
bravely refilled the predatory inroads, and regular 
attacks, of Clovis, who laboured to extend his 
conquefts from the Seine to the Loire. Thei* 
fuccefsful oppofitlon introduced an equal and 
honourable union. The Franks elleemed the va- 
lour of the Armoricans and the Armoricans 


3+.See the epiftle from pope Anaiiafius to the royal convert (in 
tom. iv. p. 50, 51.). Aviius, bifliop of Vienna, addrellcd Clovis 
on the.fjmc fubjcft (p. 49.) ; and many of the Latin bifbops would 
afi'me him of their joy and attacliment. 

Inftcad of the ™ unknown people, who now appear 

in the text of Procopius, Hadrian de Valois has reftored the proper 
name of the correction has been almoftuni- > 

verially approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally 
fuppofe, that Procopius means to deferibe a tribe of Germans in the 
alliance of Rome; and not a confederacy of Gallic cities, which 
had revolted fiom the empire. 

were 
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were reconciled by the relieion of the Franks. ^ p* 
The military force, which had beerl Rationed for 1 . 

tile defence of Gaul, confifted of one hundred dif- 
ferent bands of cavalry or infantry j ' and thefe 
troops, while they affumed the title and privileges 
of Roman foldiers, were renewed by an inceflant 
lupply of the Barbarian youth. The extreme for- 
tifications, and fcattered fragments, of the em- 
pire, were ftill defended by their hopelefs courage. 

But their retreat was intercepted^ and their com- 
munication was imprafticable t they were aban- 
doned by the Greek princes of Conftantinopld, and 
they pioufly difclaimed all conneftion with the 
Arian ufurpers of Gaul. They accepted, without 
fiiame or reludlanccj the generous capitulation, 
which was propofed by a Catholic hero; and this 
fpurious, or legitimate, progeny of the Roman 
legions, w^as difiinguiflied in the fucceeding age 
by their arms, their enfigns, and their peculiar 
drefs and inflitutions. But the national ftrength 
was increafed by thefe powerful and voluntary ac- 
cefTions ; and the neighbouring kingdoms dread- . 
ed the numbers, as well as the fpirit, of the 
Franks. The redudlion of the Northern pro- 
vinces of Gaul, indead of being decided by the 
chance of a fingle battle, appears to have been 
flowly effedted by the gradual operation of war , 
and treaty ; and Clovis acquired each objeft of 
his ambition, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef- 
fions, as were adequate to its real value. His 
favage characber, and the virtues of Henry IV. 
fugged the mod oppofite ideas of human nature : 
yet fome refemblance may be found in the fitua- 
' Y 2 tion 
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CHAP, tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
xxxvm. yaiour, their policy, and the merits of a 

feafonable converfion 

The Bur- The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was 
gundian (defined by the coiirfe of two Gallic rivers, the 
A.D. 4.99. Saone and the Rhone, extended from the foreft 
of Vofges to the Alps and the Tea of Marfeilles 
The feeptre was in the hands of Gundobald. 
That valiant and ambitious prince had reduced 
• the number of royal candidates by the death of 
two brothers, one of whom was the father of Clo- 
tilda i but his imperfecl prudence ftill permitted 
Godegefil, the youngeft of his brothers, to poflefs 
the dependent principality of Geneva. The Arian 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the fatisfaAion, 
and the hopes, which feemed to animate his 


This important digrefllon of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. 1 . i. 
c. iz. in tom. ii. p. 2.9 — 36.) illuftrates the origin of the French 
monarchy. Yet I muft obferve, i. That the Greek hidorian be- 
trays an inexcufable ignorance of the geography of the Weft, 
i. That thefe treaties and privileges, which (hould leave fome lad- 
ing traces, are totally invifiblc In Gregory of Tours, the Salic 
laws, &c. 

J7 Regnum circa Rhodanunt aut Ararim cum provincll Maffi- 
lienfi rctinebant. Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 32. in tom. ii. p. 178. - 
The province of Marfeilles, as far as the Durance, was afterwards 
ceded to the Oftrogoths : and ihe lignatures of tweiity-ftve bifhops 
are fuppofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A. D. 519. 
(Concil. Epaon. in tom. iv. p. 104, loj.). Yet I would except 
Vindonifia. The bi/hop, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, 
would naturally refort to the fynods of the next Chriftian kingdom. 
Mafeou (in his four firft annotations) has explained many orcuih- - 
ftances relative to the Burgundian monarchy. 

i* Mafeou (Hift. of the Germans, xi. 10.), who very reafonably 
tlillrufto the tcftiinony of Gregory of Tours, has produced a palTage 
from Avitus (epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald atfe^ed to deplore 
the tragic event, v/hich his fnbjeiils affefted to applaud. 

clergy 
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clergy and people, after the converfion of Clovis ; xxxvin 
and Gundobald convened at Lyons an aflembly of ^ 

his bilhops, to reconcile, if it were poflible, their 
religious and political difcontents. A vain con- 
ference was agitated between the two faflions. 

The Arians upbraided the Catholics with the 
worfhip of three Gods : the Catholics defended 
their caufe by theological diftinftions j and the 
vifual arguments, obje6Uons, and replies, were 
reverberated with obftinate clamour; till the 
king revealed his fecret apprehenfions, by an 
abrupt but decifive queftion, which he addrefled 
to the orthodox bifhops. If you truly profefs 
the Chriftian religion, why flo you not reftrain 
the king of the Franks? He has declared war 
againft me, and forms alliances with my ene- 
mies for my deilruflion. A fanguinary and 
“ covetous mind is not the fymptom of a fincere 
converfion : let him fliew his faith by his 
“ works.” The anfwer of Avitiis, bifliop of 
Vienna, who fpoke in the name of his brethren, 
was delivered with the voice and countenance of 
an angel. “ We are ignorant of the motives and 
** intentions of the king of the Franks: but we 
are taught by feripture, that the kingdoms 
** which abandon the divine law, are frequently 
** fubverted ; and that enemies will arife on every 
fide againft thofe who have made God their 
** enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law 
of God, and he will give peace and fecurity to 
thy dominions.” The king of Burgundy, who 
was not prepared to accept tiie condition, which 
the Catholics confidered as eflential to the treaty, 

Y 3 delayed. 
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xxxwn difmifled the ecclefiaftical conference ; 

Y-r-* reproaching his bifhops, that Clovis, their 
friend and profelytc, had privately terppted the 
allegiance of his brother 

Viftoryof The allegiance of his brother was already fe- 
a.d'.'joo. duccd; and the obedience of Godegefil, who 
joined the royal ftandard with the troops of Ge- 
rjeva, more effedlually. promoted the fuccefs of 
the confpiracy. While the Franks and Burgun- 
dians contended with equal valour, his feal'on- 
able defertion decided the event of the battle j 
and as Gundobald was faintly fupported by the 
difaffefted Gauls, he yielded to the arms of Clo- 
vis, and haftily retreated from the field, which 
appears to have been fituate between Langres 
and Dijon. He diftrufted the ftrength of Dijon, 
a quadrangular fortrefs, cncompafled by two ri- 
vers, and by a wall thirty feet high, and fifteen 
thick, with four gates, and thirty-three towers *° : 
he abandoned to the purfuit of Clovis the im- 
portant cities of Lyons and Vienna j and Gundo- 
bald ftill fled with precipitation, till he had 
reached Avignon, at the diftance of two hundred 
and fifty miles from the field of battle. A long 

, 39 See the original conference (in tom. iv. p. 99 Avi- 

tiis, the principal aftor, and probably the fecretary of the meeting, 
was bilhop of Vienna. A Ihort account of his perfop and works 
may be found iu Dupin (Bibliotbeque Eccleliaiticiue, tom. v. 
P- 5 — >“•)• 

40 Gregory of Tours ( 1 . iii. c. 19. in t°m. ii. p. 197.) indulges 
his genius, or rather tranferibes fome more eloquent writer, in the 
deicription of Dijon ; a callle, which already dderved the title of a 
city. It depended on the bifliops of Langres till the twelfth century, 
and afterwards became the capital of the dukes of Burgundy. I.oii- 
l^uierue Defeription dp la Frtince, parti, p. aSo, 

fiege, 

I 
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fiege, and an artful negociation, admonilhed the 
king of the Franks of the danger and difficulty of 
his enterprife. He impofed a tribute on the Bur- 
gundian prince, compelled him to pardon and 
reward his brother’s treachery, and proudly re- 
turned to his own dominions, with the fpoils and 
captives of the fouthern provinces. This Iplen- 
did triumph was foon clouded by the intelligence, 
that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga- 
tions, and that the unfortunate Godegefil, who 
was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou- 
fand Franks*', had been befieged, furprifed, and 
maflacred, by his inhuman brother. Such an 
outrage* might have exafperated the patience of 
the mod peaceful fovereign yet the conqueror 
of Gaul diffembled the injury, releafed the tri- 
bute, and accepted the alliance, and military 
fervice, of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no 
longer poflefled thofe advantages which had af- 
I'ured the fuccefs of the preceding warj and his 
rival, inflrufted by adverfity, had found new re- 
fources in the affeiStions of his people. The 
Gauls or Romans applauded the mild and impar- 
tial laws of Gundobald, which almofl: railed them 
to the fame level with their conquerors. The 
biffiops were reconciled, and flattered, by the 
hopes, which he artfully fuggefted, of his ap- 
proaching converfion } and though he eluded their 

4 * The Epitomizer of Gregory of Tours (in tom. ii. p. 4.01.) 
has Aipplied this number of Franks; but he raflily fuppofes that 
they were cut in pieces by Gundobald. The prudent Burgundian 
fpared the foldiers of Clovis, and fent thefe captives to tlie king of 
the Vihgoths, who fettled them in the territory of Thouloufe. 

Y 4 • accom- 
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CHAP, accompliftiment to the laft moment of his life ; . 
his moderation fecured the peace, and fufpendcd 
the ruin, of the kingdom of Burgundy **. 

Final con- I am impatient to purfue the final ruin of that 
Brn^und kingdom, which was accompliflicd under the 
by the reign of Sigifmond, the fon of Gundobald. The 
A.D.531. Catholic Sigifmond has acquired the honours of 
a faint and martyr^’ j but the hands of the royal 
. faint were ttained with the blood of his innocent 
fon, whom he inhumanly facrificed to the pride 
and refentment of a ftepmother. He foon dif- 
covered his error, and bewailed the irreparable 
lofs. While Sigifmond embraced the corpfc of 
the unfortunate youth, he received a fevere ad- 
monition from one of his attendants : “ It is not 
“ his fituation, O king ! it is thine which de- 
ferves pity and lamentation.” The reproaches 
of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, 
by his liberal donations to the monaftery ofAgau- 
num, or St. Maurice, in Vallais; which he him- 
felf had founded in honour of the imaginary mar- 
tyrs of the Thebsean legion^*. . A full chorus of 

perpetual 

. In this Burgundian war I have follpwed Gregory of Tour* 

(1. ii, c. 32, 33. in tom. ii. p. 178, 179.), whofe narrative affars fo 
fncompatiblc with that of Procopius (de Bell. Gotli. 1 . i. c. 12. in 
ti.n>. ii. p. 31, 32.), that feme critics have fuppofed t-ws different 
wars. The Abbe Dubos (Hill. Criti<]ue, 5 cc. tom. ii. p. 126 — 162.) 
has diftinfUy reprefented the caufes and the events. 

See his lift, or legend (in tom. iii. p. 402.). A martyr! 
how ftrangely has that word been dillorted from its original fenfe of 
a common witnefs. St. Sigifmond was remarkable for the cure of 
fevers, 

4a Before the end of the fifth century, the church of St. Maurice, 

, and his Thtbaean legion, had rendered Agaunum a place of devout 
pilgrimage. A promilcuous community of both fe.'tes had intro- 
duced 
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perpetual pfalmody was inftituted by the pious chap. 
king i he afBduoufly pradifed the aullere devo- 
tion of the monks j and it was his humble prayer,' 
that heaven would inflid: in this world the pu- 
nifhment of his fins. His prayer was heard : the 
avengers were at hand ; and the provinces of Bur- 
gundy were overwhelmed by an army of vifto- 
rious Franks. After the event of an unfuccefsful 
battle, Sigifmond, who wiftied to protradt his 
life that he might prolong his pennance, con- 
cealed himfelf in the defert in a religious habit, 
till he was difeovered and betrayed by his fub- 
jedls, who folicited the favour of their new maf- 
ters. The captive monarch, with his wife and 
two children, was tranfported to Orleans, and 
buried alive in a deep well, by the ftern com- 
mand of the fons of Clovis ; whofe cruelty might 
derive fome excufe from the maxims and exam- 
ples of their barbarous age. Their ambition, 
which urged them to atchieve the conqueft of 
Burgundy, was inflamed, or difguifed, by filial 
piety ; ‘and Clotilda, whofe fandtity did not con- 
fifl: in the forgivenefs of injuries, preflfed them to 
revenge her father’s death on the family of his 
affaffin. The rebellious Burgundians, for they at- 
tempted to break their chains, were ftill permit- 
ted to enjoy their national laws under the obliga- 
tion of tribute and military fervice ; and the Me- 

duced fome deeds of darknefs, which weic aboliHicd (A. D. 515.) 
by the regular nioiiallery of Sigifraond. Within fifty years, his 
</ /igit made a noilurnal fally to murder their bilhop, and his 
clergy. Sec In the Bi’oliotheejue Raifonnfe (tom. *xxvi. p. 435— i 
♦ 38-) the curious remark of a learned ijbraiian of Geneva. 

9 rovingian 


Digitized by Google 



330 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

vJtviM’ *"ovingian princes peaceably reigned over a king- 
dom, whole glory and greatnefs had been firfl: 
overthrown by the arms of Clovis 
The Go- The firft vifbory of Clovis had infulted the ho- 
Goths. They viewed his rapid pro- 
grefs with jealoufy and terror ; and the youthful 
fame of Alaric was opprefled by the more potent 
genius of his rival. Some difputes inevitably 
arofe on the edge of their contiguous dominions ; 
and after the delays of fruitlefs negociation, a per- 
fonal interview of the two kings was propofed 
and accepted. This conference of Clovis and 
Alaric was held in a fmall ifland of the Loire, 

' near Amboife. They embraced, familiarly con- 

verfed, and feafted together and feparated with 
the warmeft profeflions of peace, and brotherly 
love. But their apparent confidence concealed 
a dark fufpicion of hollile and treacherous de- 
figns j and their mutual complaints folicited, 
eluded, and difclaimed, a final arbitration. At 
Paris, which he already coniidered as his royal 
feat, Clovis declared to an aflembly of the princes 
and warriors, the pretence, and the motive, of a 
' Gothic war. “ It grieves me to fee that the 
“ Arians Hill polTefs the faireft portion of Gaul, 
“ Let us march againft them with the aid of 
“ God ; and, having vanquilhed the heretics, we 
will poflefs, and divide, their fertile pro- 

45 Marius, bi(hop of Avenchc (Chron. in tom. ii. p. 15.) has 
marked the authentic dates, and Gregory of Toms ( 1 . iii. c. 5, 6. 
in tom. ii. p. 188, 189.) has exprelTed the principal fafts, of the 
life of Sigilraond, and the conquell of Burgundy. Procopius (in 
tom. ii. p. 34.) and Agathias (in tom. ii. p. 49.) fcew their re- 
mote and imperfeft knowledge. 

• “ vinces,” 
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vinces*®.” TheJ^ranks, who were infpired by 
hereditary valour and recent zeal, applauded the 
generous defign of their monarch ■, expreffed 
their rcfolution to conquer or die, fince death 
and conqueft would be equally profitable j and 
folemnly protefted that they would never /have 
their beards, till vidtory fhould abfolve them from 
.hat inconvenient vow. The enterprife was pro- 
moted by the public, or private, exhortations of 
Clotilda. She reminded her hufband, how ef- 
fedlually fome pious foundation would propitiate 
the Deity, and his fervants : and the Chriftian 
hero, darting his battle axe with a fkilful and 
nervous hand, “ There (faid he), on that fpot 
where my Francifea*'' Ihall fall, will I credl a 
“ church in honour of the holy apoftles.” This 
oftentatious piety confirmed and jollified the at- 
tachment of the Catholics, with whom he fecretly 
correfppnded ; and their devout wilhes were gra- 
dually ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The • ^ 

people of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifereet 
reproaches of their Gothic tyrants, who juftly ac- 
cufed them of preferring the dominion of the 

Gregory of Tours (l.ii. c. 37. in tom. ii. p. 181.) iiiferts 
the (Sort but perfuafive fpecch of Clovis. Valde molefte fero, quod 
hi Arianl . partem teneant Galliarum (the author of the Gcfta Fran- 
corum, in tom. ii. p. 553. adds the precious epithet of eptimam), 
eamus cum Dei adjutorio, ct, fuperatis eis, redigamus terrain in di- 
tionem noftiam. 

♦7 Tunc rex projecit a fe in direftum Bipennem fuam quod eft 
fraticij'ca, &c. (Gelta Franc, in tom. ii. p. 554.). The form, and 
ufe, of this weapon, are clearly deferibed by Procopius (in tom. ii. 
p. 37.). Examples of its niticnal appellation in Latin and French, 
may be found in the Gloflary of Ducange, and the large DifUon- 
jiaire de Trevoux. • * 

Franks* 
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Franks j and their zealous adherent Quintianus, 
bifhop of Rodez preached more forcibly in his 
exile than in his diocefe. To refift thefe foreign 
and domeftic enemies, who were fortified by the 
alliance of the Burgundians, Alaric colleded his 
troops, far more numerous than the military 
powers of Clovis. The Vifigoths refumed the 
exercife of arms, which they had neglefted in a 
long and luxurious peace : a feledt band of va- 
liant and robuft flaves attended their mailers to 
the field ■, and the cities of Gaul were com- 
pelled to furnifh their doubtful and reluctant aid. 
Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths, who reigned 
in Italy, had laboured to maintain the tranquil- 
lity of Gaul j and he aflumed, or affected for that 
purpofe, the impartial charafter of a mediator. 
But the fagacious monarch dreaded the rifing 
empire of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged to 
fupport the national and religious caufe of the 
Goths. 

♦* It is fingulai- enough, that fome important and authentic 
fafts fhould be found in a life of Quintianus, compofed in rhyme 
in the old Patou of Rouergue (Dubos Hift. Critique, &c. tom. ii. 
P- »79 )- 

♦9 Quamvis fortitudini veftra: confidentiam Iribuat parentum vef- 
tronim inmanerabilis multitudo ; quamvis Attilam potentem remi- 
nifeamini Vifigothar.im viribus inclinatum ; tamen quia populorutn 
fcrocia corda longa pace mollefcunt, cavete fubito in alcain mittere, 
quos conftat lantis temporibus exercitia non hnbere. Such was the 
falutary, but fruitlefs, advice of peace, of reaibn, and of Theodo- 
ric (Cafliodor. 1 . iii. ep. 2.). 

5 = Montefquteu (Efprit des Loix, 1 . xv. c. 14.) mentions and 
approves the law of the Vifigoths (I. ix. tit. 2. in tom. iv. p. 425.), 
which obliged all mailers to arm, and fend, or lead, into the field, 
a tenth of their llaves. 

• 1 

' The 
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The accidental, or artificial, prodigies which 
adorned the expedition of Clovis, were accepted »* 

by a fuperftitious age, as the manifeft declaration 

of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris: A.D.507. 

* ) 

and as he proceeded with decent reverence 
through the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety 
tempted him to confult the (hrine of St. Mar- 
tin, the fandtuary, and the oracle of Gaul. His 
meflengers were inftrucled to remark the words 
of the Pfalm, which (hoyld happen to be chaunt- 
ed at the precife moment when they entered the 
church. Thofe words moft fortunately expreffed 
the valour and viftory of the champions of Hea- 
ven, and the application was eafily transferred to 
the new Jofhua, the new Gideon, who went forth 
to battle againft the enemies of the Lord 
Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the 
Loire ; but, at the diftance of forty miles from 
Poitiers, their progrefs was intercepted by an ex- 
traordinary fwell of the river Vigenna, or Vienne; 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths, Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume 
the country through which they march ; and had 
Clovis poflefled leifure and materials, it might 


S’ This mode of divination, by accepting as an omen the firft fa- 
cred words, which in particular circumftanccs (hould be prefentedto 
the eye or ear, was derived from the Pagans ; and the Pfalter or 
Bible, was fubftituted to the Poems of Homer and Virgil. From 
the fourth to the fourteenth centur}', thefe firtet fanfiorum, as they are 
(tiled, were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of councils, and 
repeatedly praSifed by kings, bifliops, and faints. See a curious 
dilTertation of the Abbe du Refuel, in the Memoircs de 1 ’ Academic, 
tom. xix. p. *87 — ^10. 

have 
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have been imprafUcable to conftrufl a bridge, or 
to force a paflTage, in the face of a fuperior enemy.- 
But the afieclionate peafants, who were impatient 
to welcome their deliverer, could eafily betray 
fome unknown, or unguarded, ford : the meric 
of the difcovery was enhanced by the ufeful in- 
terpofition of fraud or fidtion j and d white hart, 
of fingular fize and beauty, appeared to guide 
and animate the march of the Catholic army. 
The counfcis of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and 
diftradled. A crowd of impatient warriors, pre- 
fumptuous in their ftrength, and difdalning to 
fly before the robbers of Germany, excited Ala- 
ric to alTert in arms the name and blood of the 
conqueror of Rome. The advice of the gravet* 
chieftains prefied him to elude the firfl: ardour 
of the Franks j and to expecl, in the fouthern 
provinces of Gaul, the veteran and vidlorioua 
Oftrogoths, whom the king of Italy had already 
fent to his afllftance. The decihve moments 

t 

were wafted in idle deliberation j the Goths too 
haftily abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous poftj 
and the opportunity of a fecure retreat was loft 
by their flow and diforderly motions. After Clo- 
vis had paflTed the ford, as it is ftill named, of the 
IJart, he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to 
prevent the efcape of the enemy. Flis noflifrnal 
march was diredted by a flaming meteor, fufpend- 
ed in the air above the cathedral of Poitiers j and 
this fignal, which might be previoufly concerted 
with the orthodox fuccelfor of St. Hilary, was 
compared to the column of fire that guided the 

Ifraelites 
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Ifraelites in the dcfcrt. At the third hour of the ^xx^in’ 
day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis 
overtook, and inftantly attacked, the Gothic 
army; whofe defeat was already prepared by ter- 
ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex- 
treme diftrefs, and the martial youths, who had 
clamoroufly demanded the battle, refufed to 
furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings 
encountered each other in Angle combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival ; and the viftorious 
Frank was faved by the goodnefs of his cuirafs, 
and the vigour of his horfe, from the fpears of 
two defperate Goths, who furioufly rode againfl: 
him, to revenge the death of their fovercign. 

The vague exprcfllon of a mountain of the flain, 
ferves to indicate a cruel, though indefinite, 
flaughter; but Gregory has carefully obferved, 
that his valiant countryman Apollinaris, the fon 
of Sidonius, loft his life at the head of the nobles 
of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpefted Catholics 
had been malicioufly expofed to the blind aflTault 
of the enemy ; and perhaps the influence of reli- 
gion was fuperfeded by perfonal attachment, or 
military honour 

Such is the empire of Fortune (if we may ftill Conqueft 
difguife our ignorance under that popular name), uiAy'^the 

Franks, 

After correfting the text, or excuGrg the mlllake, of Proco- A.D. 508. 
pius, who places the defeat of Alaric near Carcaflbne, we may con- 
clude from the evidence of Gregory, Fortunatus, and the author of 
the Geda Francorum, that the battle was fought in camfcVcclfditififOXk. 
the banks of the Clain, about ten miles to the fouth of Poitiers. 

Clovis overtook an'd attacked the Vifigoths near V’ivonne, and the . 
viRory was decided near a village ftill named Champagne St. Hi- 
laire. See the Dilfertations of the Abbe le Bceuf, tom. i. p. 304— 

331 - 
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CHAP, that it is aloioft equally difficult to forefec the 
^ J events of war, or to explain their various con- 
fequences. A bloody and complete viftory has 
Ibmetimes yielded no more than the pofleflion of 
the field} and the lofs of ten thoufand men has 
fometimes been fufficient to deftroy, in a fingle 
day, the work of ages. The decifive battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of Aqui- 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fon, 
a baftard competitor, fadious nobles, and a dif- 
, loyal people } and the remaining forces of the 
(joths were opprefTed by the general confterna- 
tion> or oppofed to each other in civil difcord. 
The vidorious king of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angouleme. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of the city- 
imitated the example of Jericho, and inftarttly 
fell to the ground } a fpletidid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition, that forhe 
. clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart At Bordeaux, 
which had fubmitted without refiftance, Clovis . 
eftablifhed his winter-quarters } and his prudent 
(Economy tranfported from Thouloufe the royal 
treafures, which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain ’*} reiloied the honours . 

of * 

5J Angouleme is in the road from Poitiers to Bordeaux ; and 
ahhongh Gregory delays the fiege, I can more readily believe that 
he confounded the ordei- of hiftoiy, than that Clovis neglefted the 
i-ules of War. 

S4 Pyrenaeos montes ufque Perpinianum fubjecit; is the expreflion 
of Rorico, which betrays his recent date ; fince Perpignan did not 
exift before the tenth century ^Marca Hifpanica, p. 45 ?.). This 

florid 
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of the Catholic church i fixed in Aquitain a 
colony of Franks ” ; and delegated to his lieu- 
tenants the eafy talk of fubduing, or extirpating, 
the nation of the Vifigoths. But the Vifigoths 
were protefled by the wife and powerful monarch 
of Italy. While the balance was ftill equal, 
Theodoric had perhaps delayed the march of the 
Oftrogoths; but their ftrenuous efforts fuccefs- 
fully refifted the ambition of Clovis j and the 
army of the Franks, and their Burgundian allies> 
was compelled to raife the fiege of Arles, with the 
lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand men. Thefe 
viciflitudes inclined the fierce fpirit of Clovis to 
acquiefee in an advantageous treaty of peace. 
The Vifigoths Were fiiffered to retain the pofTef- 
fion of Septimania, a narrow traft of fea-coaff, 
from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but the ample 
province of Aquitain, from thofe mountains to 
the Loire, was indiflblubly united to the kingdom 
of France 

After 


florid and fabulous writer fperbaps a monk of Amiens. See the 
Abbe le Boeuf, Mem. de I'Academie, tom. xvii. p. siS — 14.5.) 
relates, in tlie allegorical character of a llicpherd, the gencial hiftory of 
tiis coun^ymen the Franks ; but his narrative ends with the death of 
Clovis. 

55 The author of the Geda Francorum pofitlvcly affirms, that 
Clov Is fixed a body of Franks in the Saintonge and Bourdclols: and 
be is not injudicioufly followed by Rorico, eletfos milites, atquc 
fortiiTimos, cum parvulls, utqiie mulieribus. Yet it fliould feem 
that they foon mingled with the Romans of Aquitain, till Charle- 
magne introduced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dubos 
Hitt. Critique, tom, ii. p. ai;.). 

^ 56 In the compofition of the Gothic war, I have ufed the follow- 
ing materials, w'ith due regard to their unequal value. Fourepiftles 
from Theodoric king of Italy (Cafliodor. 1 . iii. epift. i — 4. in tom. 
iv. p. 3—5.), Procopius (de Bell. Goth. I, i. c. 11. in tom. ii, 

VoL. VI, 2/ p. ji. 


337 

Chap. 

XXXVIII. 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


338 


CHAP. 

XXXVIll. 

I — J 

Confullhip 
cf Clovis, 
A.D. 510. 


After the fucccfs of the Gothic war, Clovis ac. 
Cepted the honours of the Roman confulfhip. 
The emperor Anaftafius ambitioufly bellowed on 
the mod powerful rival of Theodoric, the tide 
and enfigns of that eminent dignity; yet, from 
fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis his not 
been inferibed in the Fajli either of the Eaft or 
Weft”. On the folemn day, the monarch of 
Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in- 
vefted, in the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded 
on horfeback to the cathedral of Tours ; and, as 
he pafled through the ftreets, profufely fcattered, 
with his own hand, a donative of gold and lilver 
to the joyful multitude, who inceflantly repeated 
their acclamations of Cenful and Angujius. The 
actual, or legal authority of Clovis, could not 
receive any new acceffions from the confular dig- 
nity. It was a name, a lhadow, an empty pa- 
geant ; and, if the conqueror had been inftrufted 


P- 3*1 330 > Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. 35, 36, 37. in tom. ii. 
p. 181—183.), Jomandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 58. in tom. ii. 
p. i8.), Fortunatus (in Vit. St. Hilarii, in teftn. Hi. p. 380.), 
llidore (in Chron. Goth, in tom. ii. p. 701.), the Epitome of Gre- 
gory of Tours (in tom. ii. p. 401.), the author of the Gefta Fran- 
corum (in torn. ii. p. 553 — 555.), the Fragments of Fredegarius 
(in tom. ii. p. 463.),' Aimoin ( 1 . i. c. 10. in tom. iii. p. 41, 42.), 
andRorico (1. iv. in tom. iii. p. 14—19.). 

57 The Tajii of Italy would naturally rejeft a conP.il, the enemy of 
their fovereign ; but any ingenious hypothefis that might "explain the 
filence of Conftantinople and Fgypt (the Chronicle of Marcellmus, 
and the Pafchal), is oveiTumed by the fimitar filtnee of Marius, 
bilhop of Avenche, who compofed his Tafii in the kingdom of Bur.- 
gundy. If the evidence of G^gory of Tours were lefs weighty and 
pofitive ( 1 . ii. c. 38. in f6m. ii. p. 183.), I cotild belieVe that Clo- 
vis, like Odoaccr, received the lading title and honours of fattidax 
(PagI Critica, tom. ii. p. 474. 491.). 

to 
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to claim the ancient prerogatives of that high of- xxxvni 
fice, they muft have expired with the period of » ■ 
its annual duration. But the Romans were dif- 
pofed to revercj in the perfon of their mailer,, 
that antique titlcj which the emperors conde- 
feended to afllime i the Barbarian himfdf feemed 
to corftraft a facted obligation to refpe«5l the 
majefty of the republic j and the fucceflbrs of 
TheodofiUs, by foliciting his friendfhip, tacitly 
forgave, and almoft ratified, the ufurpation of 
GauK 

Twenty- five .years after the death of Clovisj Final efa. 

this important conceflion was more formally dc- onhe'"' 

dared, in a treaty between his fons and the em- 

* r T % monarchy 

peror Juftinian* The Oftrogoths of Italy, tin- in Gaul, 

able to defend their diftant acquifitionsi had re- 
ligned to the Franks the cities of Arles and Mar- 
fcilles : of Arles, ftill adorned with the feat of a 
Praetorian praefeil} and of MarlVilles, enriched 
by the advantages of trade and navigation 
This tranfadlion was confirmed by the Imperial 
authority} and Juftinian, generoufly yielding to 
the Franks the fovereignty of the countries be- 
yond the Alps, which they already poftelfed, ab- 
folved the provincials from their allegiance; and 
dftablilhed on a more lawful, though not more 
folidi foundation; the throne of the Merovingians**. 

From 

tinder the Merovingian kings, Marfellles ftill imported front 
tlie Eaft, paper, wine, oil, linen, filk, precious ftones, fpices, &c, 

*rte Gauls, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the Syrians were efta- 
btilhed ih Gatil. See M. de Guignes, Mem. de rAcadeinie, 
tom. xxxvii. p. 471— 475. 

Ou iart vim rsKXiac {vr KUmrl* ftn rv 

•irrMfcT^per Tt ifytr trirfcfmfttt Tart /i. This llrong declaration 

Z » 


Digitized by Google 



340 . the decline AND FALL 

x:^vm xra., they enjoyed the right of cele- 

V — brating at ArleSj the games of the Circus; and 
by a fingular privilege, which was denied even 
to the Perfian monarch, the gold coin, imprefled 
with their name and image, obtained a legal 
currency in the empire A Greek hiftorian of 
that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with a partial enthufiafm, 
which cannot be fufHciently juftified by their do- 
meftic annals He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity, their regular governnient, and or- 
thodox religion ; and boldly aflerts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguifhed only by their 
drefs and language from the fubjecls of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition, and lively graces, which in every 
age have difguifed their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Aga- 
thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid 

of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. 1 . iii. cap. 33. in tom.ii. p. 41.), 
would almoft iuffice to juftify the Abbe Dubos. 

60 The Franks, who probably iifed the mints of Treves, Lyons 
and Arles, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feventy- 
two filiili, or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks efta- 
blilhed only a decuple proportion of gold and filver, ten Ihillings 
•will be a fufficient valuation of their folidus of gold. It was the 
common ftandard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty dtnarii , . 
or filver threepences. Twelve of thefe denarii made a folidus, or 
ihilling, the twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral livre, or 
pound of filver, which has been fo ftiangely reduced in modem 
France. See le Blanc Traite Hiftorique des Monnoyes de France, 
P- 37 — «> 

fir Agathias, in tom. ii. p. 47. Gregory of Tours exhibits a 
very different pifture. Perhaps it would not be eafy, within the . 
fame hiftorirul fpace, to find more^vice and lefs virtue. We are con- 
tinually ihocked by the union of favage and corrupt manners. 

progrefs 
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progrefs of their arms, and the fplendour of their xxxvnf 
empire. Since the conqueft of Burgundy, Gaul, 
except the Gothic province of Septimania, was 
fubjeft, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clo-^ 
vis. They had extinguilhed the German king- 
dom of Thuringia, and their vague dominion 
penetrated beyond the Rhine, into the heart of 
their native forefts. The Alemanni, and Bava- 
rians, who had occupied the Roman provinces 
of Rhactia and Noricum, to the fouth of the Da- 
nube, confefled themfelves the humble vafTals of 
the Franks ; and the feeble barrier of the Alps 
was incapable of refifting their ambition. When 
the laft furvivor of the fons of Clovis united the 
inheritance and conquefls of the Merovingians, 
his kingdom extended far beyond the limits of 
modern France. Yet modern France, fuch has 
been the progrefs of arts and policy, far furpafles 
in wealth, populoufnefs, and power, the fpa- 
cious but favage realms of Clotaire or Dago- 
bert‘\ ’ 

The Franks, or French, are the only people of Political 
Europe, who can deduce a perpetual fucceOion yerf™ 
from the conquerors of the Weflern empire. But 
their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten cen- 
turies of anarchy, and ignorance. On the revi- 
val of learning, the ftudents who had been 
formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, dif- 
dained their Barbarian anceftorsj and a long 

M. de Foncemagne has traced, in a correft and elegant dif- 
fertation (Mem. de I’Academie, tom. viii. p. 505—518.) the ex- 
tent and limits of the French monarchy. 

Z 3 period 
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x}«vifi eUpfed before patient labour eould pro- 

vide the requifitc rnaterials to fatisfy, or rather 
to excite, the curiofity of more enlighteqed 
times®*. At length the eye of criticifiii^ and pl}i- 
lofophy was direfted to the antiquities of France ; 
but even philqfophers have been tainted by the 
(tontagion of prejudice and paQlon. The naoil; 
extreme and exclufiye fyftems, of the pcrfonal 
fervitude of the Gajils, or of theif voluntary and 
equal alliance with the Franks, have been ralhly 
conceived, and obftinately defended : and the in^ 
temperate difputants have accufed each other of 
ponfpiring againft the prerogative of the crown, 
-the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom of the 
people. Yet the fharp conflift has ufefully exer- 
eifed the adverfe powers of learning and genius j 
and each antagondfj alternately vanquiihed and 
viftorious, has extirpated fpme anejent errors, 
and cftablilhed fome interefting truths. J\n im- 
partial ftrangcr, inftrufted by their difeoveries, 
their difputes, and even their faults, qiay de- 
feribe, from the fame original materials, the ftate 
of the Rom^n provincials, after Gaul had fub- 

fi The Abba Dubos (Hiftoire Critique, tom. i. p. 79-^36.) ha$ 
^ly and agreeably reprefented the flow progrefs qf thefe ftudies | 
and h< obferves, that Gregory of Tours was only osiee printed bct 
fore the year tsSq. According to the complaint of Heineccius 
(Opera, tom. iii. Syljoge iii. p. 248, &c.) Germany received with 
indifference and contempt the codes of Barbaric laws, vdiich were 
publjihed by Heroldqs, Lindenbrogius, &c. prelent thofe lawy 
(as far as they relate to Gaul), the hiftory of Gre^ry of Tours, 
and all the monuments of the Merovingian race, appear in 4 pure 
and perfect flate, in the firft four volumes of the Hillorians of 
Fiance. 

mitted 
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mitted to the arms and laws of the Merovingian 
kings *♦, t — j 

The rudeft, or the moft fcrvile condition of Laws of 
human fociety, is regulated however by fomc ri^f****** 
fjxed and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed 
the primitive fimplicity of the Germans, he dif- 
covered fome permanent maxims, or cuftoms, of 
public and private life, which were prcferved by 
iCaithful tradition, till the introduftion of the art 
pf writing, and of the Latin tongue Before 
the eleftion of the Merovingian kings, the moft 
powerful, tribe, or nation, of the Franks, ap- 
pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the 
Salic laws**; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceflive aflemblies of the 
people. After the baptifm of Clov^, he re- 


In the fpace of thirty years (17x8—1765) this interefting fub- 
has been agitated by the free ipirit of the Count de Boulainvil- 
liers (Meraoires Hiftotiq^ues, fur I’Etat de la France, particularly 
tom. i. p. 15—^9.); the learned ingenuity of the Abbe Dubos 
(HiAoire Critique de rEtabliflement de la Monarchic Fran9oife dans 
h;$ Gauls, xvo]. in 4.10.); the comprehenfive genius of the preft* 
^ent de Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, particularly 1 . xxviii. xxx, 
xxxi.) ; and the good fenfe and diligence of the Abbe de Mably 
^.bfervabons. fur l'Hiftoi>e de France, 2 vol. ixmo.). 

4 $ 1 h:^ve derived much inilruflion from two learned works of 
Heineccitis, the and the £/one»n, of the Germanic law. In 

a judicious preface to the Elements, he conliders, and tries to excufe, 
the dcf^fls of that barbarous jurifprudence. 

Latin appears to have been the original language of the Salic 
law. It was probably compofed in t^e beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, \fe{qTt the xra (A. D. 4x1.) of the real or fabulous Phara- 
niond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced the 
four legillitors ; and many provinces, Franconia, Saxony, Ha- 
nover, Brabant, &c. have claimed them as their own. See an excel* 
lent DilTertation of Heineccius, de Lege Salica, torn. iii. Sylloge iiu 
p. 247—26.7. 

Z 4 formed . 
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x^xvni feveral articles that appeared incompati- 

i ble with Chriftianity : the Salic law was agait^ 

amended by his fons ; and at length, under the 
reign of Dagobert, the code was revifed and pro- 
mulgated in its adual form, one hundred years 
after the eltablilhmcnt of the French rnonarchy. 
Within the fame period, the cuftoms of the Ripua- 
riam were tranferibed and publifhed ; and Char- 
lemagne himfelf, the legiflator of his age and 
Country, had accurately ftudied the two national 
laws, which ftill prevailed among the Franks 
The fame care was extended to their valTals ; and 
the rude iqftitutions of the Akmami and Bava~ 
riam were diligently compiled and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings. 
The Vifigoths zndi Burgundians conquefts in 
Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, Ihewed lefs 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of civilifed fociety, Euric was the firfl: of the 
Gothic princes, who expreffed in writing the man- 
ners and cuftoms of his people •, and the compo- 
fition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure of 
policy rather than of jufticej to alleviate the 
yoke, apd regain the affcdlions, of their Gallic 
fubjeds Thus, by a Angular coincidence, the 

Germans 

«7 EginliaicI, in Vit. Carol! Magni, c. 19. In torn. v. p. joo. 
thefc two laws, moft critics uiulerftand the Salic and the Ripua- 
rian. The former extended from the Carhonarian foreft to the Loii<; 
(tom. iv. p. 151.}, and the latter might be obeyed from tlie fame 
foreft to the Rhine (tom. iv. p. aai.), 

** Confult the ancient and modern prefaces of the feveral Codes, 
in the fourth volume of the Hiftorians of Fiance. The original 
4 - prologue 
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Germans framed their artlefs inftitutions, at a 
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman jurif- > — « — • 
prudence was finally confummated. In the Salic 
laws, and the Pandedls of Juftinian, we may 
compare the firfi: rudiments, and the full matUT 
rity, of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifm, our 
calmer refledions will aferibe to the Romans the 
fuperior advantages, not only of fcience and rea- 
fon, but of humanity and jufticc. Yet tlie laws 
of the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and 
defires, their occupations and their capacity j and 
they all contributed to preferve the peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety for 
whofe ufe they were originally eftabliflied. The 
Merovingians, inftead of impofing an uniform 
rule of conduft on their various fubjedls, per- 
mitted each people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inflitu- 
tions *®i nor were the Romans excluded from the 
common benefits of this legal toleration The 

children 


prologue to the Saljc law exprelTes (though in a foreign dialeft) the 
genuine fpirit of the Franks', more forcibly than the ten books of 
Gregory of Tours. 

69 The Ripuarian law declares, and defines, this indulgence iri 
favour of the plaintiff (tit. xxxi. in tom. iv. p. 14.0.); and the 
fame toleration is underftood, or exprelTed, in all the Codes, except 
that of the Vifigoths of Spain. Tanta diverfitas legum (fays Ago- 
bard, in the ninth century) quanta non folum in regionibus, aut 
civitatibus, fed etiara in multis domibus habetur. Nam plerumque 
contingit ut fimul cant aut fedeant quinque homines, et iiullus eo- 
ruin communcm legem cum altero liabeat (in tom. vl. p. 556.). 
He foolifhly propofes to introduce an uniformity of law, as well as 
of faith. 

■ 70 Inter Romanos negotia caufarum Romanis legibus praecipirqus 
tenninari. Such are the words qf a general conftitution promul- 

■ • gated 
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CHAP, children embraced the lam of their parents, the 
xxxviir* * 

^ wife that of her hulband, the freedman that of 

his patron i and, in all caufes, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or accut 
fcr, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the dc» 
fondant, who may always plead i judicial pre- 
fumption of right, or innocence. A more ample 
latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the pre- 
fence of the judge, might declare the law under 
which he defired to live, and the national fo- 
ciety to which he chofe to belong. Such an in- 
dulgence would abolifh the partial diltin^lions of 
viftory j and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acc^uiefee in the hardfliips of their condi- 
tion i fince it depended on themfelves to affume 
the privilege, if they dared to affert the charac- 
ter, of free and warlike Barbarians 
fecTiniary Whenjufticc inexorably requires the death of 

homicide, a murderer, each private citizen is fortified by 
the affurance, that the laws, the magiftratc, and 

gated by Clotaire, the^on of Clovis, and foie monarch of the Franks 
(in tom- iv. p. H&-), about the year 5(0. 

7 * This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit des 
Loix, I. xxviii. a.) from a conftitution of Lothaire I. (Leg. Lan- 
gobard, 1 . ii. tit. Ivii. in Codex Lindehrog. p. 664..) i though the 
example is too recent and partial. From a various reading, in the 
Salic law, (tit. xliv. not xlv.) the Abbe de Mably (tom. i. 
p. 190 — 193.) has conjcflured, that, at drft, i Bartaria* only, and 
afterwards any m«n (confequently a Roman), might live according 
to the law of the Franks. 1 am forty to offend this ingenious con- 
je^ure by obferving, that the ftrifler fenfe (Barharum) is expreffed in 
the reformed copy of Charlemagne; which is confirmed by the 
Royal and Wolfenbuttle MSS. The loofer interpretation (bminm} 
is authorifed only by the MS. of Fulda, from whence Heroldus 
publifhed his edition. See the four original ttxts of the Salic law, 
in tom. iv. p. 147. 173. 19S. 110. 

the 


Digitized by Coogle 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. %0 

the whole community, are the guardians of his 
perfonal fafety. But in the loofc fociety of the *— v— ^ 
Germans* revenge was always honourable, and 
often meritorious : the independent warrior cha- 
ftifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in*- 
juries which he had offered, or received and he 
had only to dread the refentment of the fons, and 
kinfmen, of the enemy whom he had facrificed 
to his felfilh or angry paflions. The magiftrate, 
confeious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pu- 
niih, but to reconcile i and he was fatiahed if he 
could perfuade, or compel, the eontending par^ 
tics to pay, and to accept, the moderate hnc 
which had been afeertained as the price of 
blood The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
have oppofed a more rigorous fentcncc i the fame 
fierccnefs defpifed thefe ineSedlual refiraints: 
and, when their fimple manners had befen cor* 
rupted by the wealth of Gaul, the public peace 
was continually violated by a<^s of hafiy or delU 
berate guilt. In every juft governmeuc, the fame 
penalty is infiiffed, or at leaft is inapofed, for the 
murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na- 
tional inequality eftablifhed by the Franks, in 
their criminal proceedings, was the laft infblt 

i 

In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex- 
piated by a pecuniary fatisfaflion to the family of the deceaftd (Fei. 
thius Antiquitat. Homeric. 1. ii. c. %.). Heineccius, in his preface 
to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggefts, that at 
Kome and Athens homicide was only punilhed with exile. It is 
true : but exile was a capittl punilhment for a citizen of Rome or 
Aihfn*. 

and 
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and abufe of conqueft In the calm moments 
of legiflation, they folemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antruftion'’\ a name expref- 
five of the moft illuftrious birth or dignity among 
the Franks, was appreciated at- the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold while the noble provin- 
cial, who was admitted to the king’s table, might 
be legally murdered at the expence of three hun- 
dred pieces. Two hundred were deemed fuffi- 
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition j but the 
meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace and 
danger by ^ trifling compenfation of one hun- 
dred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had thefe 
laws been regulated by any principle of equity or 
reafon, the public protedlion fhould have fup-. 
plied in juft proportion the want of perfonal 
ftrength. But the legiflator had. weighed in the 
fcale, notofjuftice, but of policy, the lofs of a 
foldier againft that of a Have : the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine ind the flighteft aid was afforded to 


71 This prqportiop is fixed bjr the Salic (tit. xliy. in tom. iv^ 
p. 147.) 9»d the Ripuarian (tit. vii. xi. xxxvi. in tom. iv. p. 237. 
241 0 jaws : but the latter does not diftinguifii any difference of Ro- 
mans. Yet tlie orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks 
themfelves, and the Burgundians and Alemanni between the Franks 
and the Romans. 

74 The Antrvfliones, jui in trufte Dominica, funt, l^Ji, Jidda, undoubt- 
edly reprefent the firft order of Franks ; but it is a queftion whether 
their rank was perfonal, or hercditaiy. The Abbe de Mably 
(tom. i. p. :!34 — J47-) not difplcafed to mortify the pride of birth 
(Efprit, 1. XXX. c. 25.), by dating the of French nobility from 
fhe reign of Clotaire II. (A. 0.615 ), 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 349 

the moft dcfencclefs fubjedts. Time infenfibly 
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the -pa- ^ 

tience of the vanquiftied ; and the boldcft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fufFer 
more injuries than he could inflidt. As the man- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their 
laws were rendered more fevere and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigour of the ViGgoths and Burgundians Un- 
der the empire of Charlemagne, murder was uni- 
verfally punilhed with death ; and the ufe of ca- 
pital punifhments has been liberally multiplied in 
the jurifprudence of modern Europe 
The civil and military profeffions, which had Judgmenti 
been feparated by Conftantine, were again united 
by the Barbarians. The harfh found of' the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Praefedt j and the 
fame officer affumed, within his diftridt, the com- 
mand of the troops, and the adminiftration of 


75 See the Burgundian laws (tit. ii. in tom. iv. p. 257.), the 
Code of the Vifigoths ( 1 . vi. tit. v. in tom. iv. p. 3S+.), and 
the conftitution of CUUcitrt, not of Paris, but moft evidently of 
Auftrafia (in tom. iv. p. 112.). Their premature feverity was fome- 
tiroes ralh, and excefllve. Childebert condemned not only murderers 
but robbers i quomodu fine lege involavit, fine lege moriatur; and 
even the negligent judge was involved in the fame fcntence. The 
Vifigoths abandoned an unfuccefsful furgcon to the family of his 
deceafed patient, ut quod de eo facere volucrint habeant potefta- 
tem (I. xi.. tit. i. in tom. iv. p. 435.). 

7 ® See in the fixth volume of tlie works of Heineccius, the Ele- 
menta Juris Germanici, l.ii. p. ii..N°26i, 262. 280 — 283. Yet 
fonie veftiges of thefe pecuniary coinpofitions for murder, have been 
traced in Germany, at late as the fixteenth century. 

juflice. 
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CHAP, jaftice”. But the fierce and illiterate chieftain' 

XXXVllI* 

was feidom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judgej which require all the faculties of a philo^ 
lophic mind, laborioufly cultivated by experience 
and (ludy ; and his rude ignorance was compelled 
to embrace fome Qmple, and vifible, methods of 
afeertaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punifh the falfehood, of human tef- 
timony i but this powerful inftrument was mif- 
applied, and abufed, by the fimplicity of the Ger- 
man legiflators. The party accufed might juftify 
his innocence^ by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witnefles, who folemnly 
declared their belief or affurance, that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of the charge# 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied i feventy-two voices were required to ab- 
folve an incendiary, or aflTafSn : and when the 
chaftity of a queen of France was fufpeded, three - 
hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation# 
that the infant prince had been aftually begotten 
by her deceafed hufband The fin, and fcan- 
dal, of manifeit and frequent pei^uries engaged 


77 The whole (iabjeft of the Germanic and their jurildie* 

Iron, is copioufly treated by Heineccios (Element. Jar. Germ. 1. iii. 

1 — ya.). 1 cannot find any proof, that, under the Merovingian 
race, the fiaUni, or aflefibrt, were choftn by the people. 

7* Gregor. Turon. 1. viii. c. 9 . in tom. ii. p. 316 . Monte- 
fquieu obferves (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 13 .), that the Salic 
law did not admit thefe ntgativt prtnft To univerfally eftablifhed in the 
Xaxtiaric codes. Yet this obfeure concubine (Efedeguadis), who' 
becaitie the wife of the grandfon of Clovis, muft have followed the 
Salic law. 

' _ f 
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the magiftrates to remove thefe dangerous teitipt- 
•ations j ahd to fupply the defefts of human tefti- 
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and 
Water. Thefe extraordinary trials were fo caprr- 
cioufly contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition of a miracle. Such mira- 
cles Were readily provided by fraxid and credulity ; 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by this 
cafy and infallible method j and the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdained the fen- 
tence of the magiftrate, fubmifllvely acquiefeed 
in the judgment of God 

But' the trials by lingle combat gradualfy ob- Judicial 
■‘tained fuperior credit and authority, among -a 
warlike people, who could not believe, that ’a 
brave man dcierved to fuffer, or that a cowand 
'deferved to live **. Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagonift who was 
deflitute of legal proofs ; and it was incumbent 
on them, cither to defert their caufe, or publicly 
to maintain their honour in the lifts of battle. 

They fought cither on foot or on horfeback, ac- 


combats. 


79 ^Sluratori, in the Antiquities of Italy, has given tvro Diflerta- 
^ions (xxxviii, xxxix.) on the Jiuigments of Gtd. It was expefted, 
that fire would not burn the innocent ; and that the pure eleihent of 
%aattr Would not allow the guilty to fink into its bofom. 

Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 17 .) has conde- 
feended to explain and excufe “ la maniere de penfer de nos peres,” 
on the lubjeft of judicial combats. He follows this ftrange inftitu- 
tion from the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis ; and the phi- 
lofophet is fometimes loll in the legal antiquarian. 

cording 
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Wording to the cuftom of their nation *' •, and the 
dccifion of the fword, or lance, was ratified by 
the fandlion of Heaven, of the judge, and of the 
people. This fanguinary law was introduced into 
Gaul by the Burgundians ; and their legiflator 
Gundobakl condefeended to anfwcr the com- 
plaints and objedtions of his fubjedt Avitus. 
“ Is it not true,” faid the king of Burgundy to 
the bifhop, “ that the event of national wars, 
4“ and private combats, is directed by the judg- 
ment of God j and that his providence awards 
the victory to the jufter caufe ?” By fuch pre- 
vailing arguments, the abfurd and cruel pradticc 
.of judicial duels, which had been peculiar to 
.fome tribes of Germany, was propagated and 
eflablifhed in all the monarchies of Europe, from 
Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten centu- 
, ries, the reign of legal violence was not totally 
.extinguifhed and the ineffedtual cenfurcs of 
faints, of popes, and of fynods, may feem to 
prove, that the influence of fuperftition is weak- 
ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and 


In a memorable duel at Aix-la-Chapelle (A. D. Szo.), before 
the emperor Lewis the Pious ; his biographer oblerves, fecundirtn 
legem propriam, utpote quia uterque Gothus erat, equeiiri pugtia 
oongreffus eft (Vit. Lud. Pii, c. J3. in tom. vi. p. 103.). Ermol- 
dus Nigellus (1. iii. 343—618. in tom. vi. p. 48—50.), who de- 
feribes the duel, admires the ars mva of lighting on horfeback, 
which was unknown to the Franks. 

** In his original edifl, publilhed at Lyons (A.D. 501.), Gun- 
dobald eftablillies and juftiftes the ufe of judicial combat (Leg. 
Burgund. tit. xlv. in tom. ii. p. 167, 168.). Three hundred years 
afterwards, Agobard, biftiop of Lyons, folicited Lewis the Pious to 
abolilli the law of an Arian tyrant (in tom. vi. p. 356 — 358.). H« 
Klates the converfation of Gundobaid and Avitus. 

humanity. 
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^lurnanity. The tribunals were ftained with the 
blood, perhaps,, of innocent and refpeflable citi- 
zens ; the law, which now favours the rich, then 
yielded to the ftrong j and the old, the feeble, 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
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nounce their faircft claims and pofleffions, to 
fuftain the dangers of an unequal conflicl”, or to 
truft the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion. 
This oppreflive jurifpruder.ee was impofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in- 
juries in their perfons and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of individuals, 
the viflorious Barbarians excelled in the love and 


exercife of arms j and the vanquifhed Roman was 
unjuftly fummoned to repeat, in his own perfon, 
the bloody conteft, which had been already de- 
cided againft his country 

A devouring hod of one hundred and twenty Diviiionof 
thoufand Germans had formerly pafled the Rhine 1^" Bar- 
under the command of Arioviftus. One third barians. 


” Accicllt (fays AgobaiJ), ut non folum valentcs virlbus, feJ 
“ etiam infirmi et fencs laceflantur ad pugnain, etiam pro viliflimis 
«« rebus. Quibus tbralibus certaminibus contingunt homicidia in- 
“ jufta; et crudeles ac perverfi eventus judiciorum.” Like a pru- 
dent rhetorician, he fupprefles the legal privilege of hiring cham- 
pions. 

*+ Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, xxviii. c. 14.), who under- 
fiands v)hy the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgundians, 
Ripuarians, Alemanni, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, Fri- 
fons, and Saxons, is I'alisfied (and Agobard ftems to countenance 
the aflTertion), that it was not allowed by the Salic law. Yet the 
fame cuftom, at lead in cafes of treafon, is mentioned by Frmcldus 
Nigellus (I. iii. s+j. in tom. vi. p. 48.), and the anonymous bio- 
grapher of Lewis the Pious (c. 46. in tom. vi. p. iii.) at the 
“ mos antiquus Francorgm, more Francis folito,” S(.c. exprttlions 
too general to exclude the nobleft of their tribes. 

VoL. VI. A a part 
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XMvm fertile lands of the Sequani was ap- 

to-ssv-w propriated to their ufe; and the conqueror foon 
repeated his opprcQivc demand of another third, 
for the accommodation of a new colony of twenty- 
four thoufand Barbarians, whom he had invited 
td Ibare the rich harveft of Gaul **. At the dif-e 
tance of five hundred years, the Vifigoths and 
Burgundians, who revenged the defeat of Ario- 
viftus, ufurped the fame unequal proportion of 
two thirds of the fubject lands. But this diftri- 
bution, inftead of fpreading over the province, 
mdy be reafonably confined to the peculiar dif- 
trids where the vidorious people had been 
planted, by their own choice, or by the p>olicy of 
their leader. In thefe diOrids, each Barbarian 
was conneded by the ties of hofpitality with fome 
Roman provincial. To this unwelcome gueft, 
the proprietor was compelled to abandon two- 
thirds, of his patrimony: but the German, a 
Ihepherd, and a hunter, might fometimes con- 
tent himfelf with a fpacious range of wood and 
pafture, and refign the fmalleft, though raoft va- 
luable, portion, to the toil of the induftrious 
hufbandman **. The filence of ancient and au- 

*5 Caefar de Bell. Gall. I. i. c. ji. in tom. i. p. 113. 

*6 The oblcure hints of a divifion of lands occafionally fcattered 
in the laws of the Burgundians (tit. liv. N° i, ». in tom. iv. 
p. 271, 27a.), ami Vifigoths ( 1 . x. tit. i. N° 8, 9. 16. in tom.iv. 
p. 428, 429, 430.), are Ocilfully explained by tire prefident Mon- 
tefquieu (Efprit dfs Loix, 1 . xxx. c. 7, 8, 9.). I (hall only add, 
that, among the Goths, the divifion Teems to have been afeertained 
by the judgment of the neighbourhood ; that the Barbarians fre- 
quently ufurped the remaining third ; and, that the Romans might 
recover their right, unlefs they were barred by a prefeription of fifty 
yeare. 

thebtic 
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tficntic teftimony has encouraged an opinion, that xxxvin 
the rapine of the Franks was not moderated, or 
difguifed, by the forms of a legal divifion ; that. 
they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of 
Gaul, without order or controul j and that each 
•^ftorious robber, according to his wants, his 
avarice, and his ftrength, meafured, with his 
fword, the extent of his new inheritance. At a 
diftance from their fovereign, the Barbarians 
might indeed 6e tempted to exercife fuch arbi- 
trary depredation j but the firm and artful policy 
of Clovis muft curb a licentious fpirit, which 
•would aggravate the mifery of the vanquifhed, 

^hilft it corrupted the union and difeipline of 
the conquerors. The memorable vafe of Soiflbns 
is a monument, and a pledge, of the regular dif- 
tribution of the Gallic fpoils. It was the duty, 
and the intereft, of Clovis, to provide rewards for 
a fuccefsful army, and fettlements for a numerous 
people j without infliftihg any wanton, or fuper- 
Buous injuries, on the loyal catholics of Gaul. 

The ample fund, which he might lawfully ac- 
quire, of the Imperial patrirrionyi vacant lands, 
and Gothic ufurpations, would diminifli the cruel 
neceflity of feizure and confifeation j and the 
humble provincials would more patiently ac- 
quiefee in the equal and regular diftribution of 
their lofs 

*7 It is fingular enough, that the preTident de Montefquicu (Ef- 
prit des LoLx, 1 , xxx. c. 7.), and the Abbe de Mably (Obfervations, 
tom. i. p. »i, agree in this ftrange ruppoheion of arbitrary 

and private rapine. The count de Boulainvilliers (Etat de la France, 
tom. i. p. 12, 13.) ihews a ftrong uuderftanding, through a cloud 
•f ignorance, and prejudice. 
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trimony was appropriated to fupply the hofpitable 
plenty of Clovis, and his fucceflbrs j and to re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave companions, who, 
both in peace and war, were devoted to their per- 
fonal fervice. Inftead of an horfe, or a fuit of ar- 
mour, each companion, according to his rank, 
or merit, or favour, was inverted with a benefice^ . 
the primitive name, and moft fimple form of the 
feudal poflertions. Thefe gifts might be refumed 
at the pleafure of the fovereign j and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupport from the influ- 
ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
was gradually abolifhed’® by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France, who ertablilhed the 
perpetual property, and hereditary fucccffion, of 
their benefices : a revolution falutary to the earth, 
which had been injured, or neglected, by its pre- 
carious marters*®. fiefides thefe royal and bene- 
ficiary eftates, a large proportion had been aflign- 
cd, in the divifion of Gaul, of aliodial and Salic 
lands : they were exempt from tribute, and the 
Salic lands were equally fliared among the male 
defcendants of the Franks®'. 


From a pafiageof the Burgundian law (tit. i. N® 4. in tom. iv. 
P- ’S7-)» >tis ei'idcnt, that a deferving fon might expcft to hold the 
lands which his father had received from the royal bounty of Gundo- 
bald. The Burgundians would firmly maintain their privilege, and 
their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

9 ° The revolutions of the benefices and fiefs are clearly fixed by 
the Abbe de Mably. His accurate tiillinflion of times gives him a 
merit to which even Montefqiiieu is a ftranger. 

9* See the Salic law (tit. Ixii. in torn. iv. p. 156.). The origin 
and nature of thefe Salic lands, which, in times of ignorance, were 
perfectly underAood, now perplex our moll learned and fagacious 
{U'kics. 
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In the bloody difcord, and filent decay of the 
Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in 
the provinces, who, under the appellation of Se-r 
niors, or Lords, ufurpcd a right to govern, and a 
licence to opprefs, the fubjefts of their peculiar 
territory. Their ambition might be chetdced by 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal : but the law§ 
were cxtinguHhed j and the facrilegious Barba- 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or bilhop***, would feldom refpcdt the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour. 
The common, or public, rights of nature, fuch 
as they had always been deemed by the Roman 
jurifprudence”, were feverely reftrained by the 
German conquerors, whofe amufement, or rather 
paflion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominibn, which Man has alTumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters, 
was confined to fome fortunate individuals of the 
human fpecies. Gaul was again overfpread with 
woods; and the animals, who were refcrved for 
the ufe, or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage,, 
with impunity, the fields of his induftrious vaflals, 
The chace was the facred privilege of the nobles, 
and their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgreffors 
were legally chaftifed with ftripes and imprifon- 


9‘ Many of the twohunJeed and fix miracles of St. Martin (Creg. 
Turoii. in Maxima Bibliotheca Patnim, tom. xi. p. S96— 93a.) 
v.erc repeatedly performed to punilh facrilege. Audite h»c omnes 
(exclaims the bilhop of Tours), jxjteftatem habentes, after relating, 
how fome horfes run mad, that had been turned into a facred 
picadow. 

9) Heinec. Element. Jur. German, 1, u. p. 1. N® 8. 

ment } 
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.ment**i but in an age which admitted a flight chap. 
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compofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- 
pital crime to deftroy a flag or a wild bull within 
the precinfts of the royal .forefts 

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Perfonai 
conqueror became the lawful mafler of the enemy 
whom he had fubdued and fpared®*: and the fruit- 
ful caufe of perfonai flavery, which had been air- 
mod fupprefled by the peaceful fovereignty of 
Rome, was again revived and multiplied by the 
perpetual hodilities of the independent Barbarians. 

The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, who 
returned from a fucccdful expedition, dragged 
after him a long train of Iheep, of oxen, and pf 
human captives, whom he treated with the fame 
brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant form 


94- Jonas, bilhop of Orleans (A. D. 82 1 — S26. Cava, Hift. Lit». 
teraria, p. 443-) cenfuics the legal tj-ranny of the nobles. Pro ferisj 
^uas cura hominiim non aluit, fed Deus in commune mortaiibus ad 
utendum conceflTit, pauperes a potentioribus fpoliantur, flagellantur, 
ergaftulls detiuduntiir, et imilta alia patlimtur. Hoc enim ,qui fa- 
ciunt, lege mundi fe facere jufte pofle contendant. De Iiiftitutione 
Laicoi'um, 1. il. c. 23. apud Thomaflin, Difcipline <!e I'Eglile, 
tom. iii. p. 1 54S. •• 

95 On a mere fufpicion, Chundo, a chamberlain of Gontran, king 
of Burgundy, was Itoned to death (Greg. 1 iiron. 1. x. c. to. In 
tom. ii. p. 369. J. John of Salifbury (Policrat. l.i. c. 4.) afferts the 
rights of nature, and expofcs the cruel praftice of the twelfth century. 
See Heineccius, Elem. Jur. Germ.I.ii.p. 1. N° 51 — 57. 

9^ The cullom of enflaving prifoners of war was totally exiin- 
guiflied in the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence of 
Chriftianity i but it might be proved, from frequent paiTages of 
Gregory of Tours, &c. that it was prafiifed, without cenfure, un- 
der the Merovingian race; and even Grotius himfelf (de Jure Belli 
et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 7.), as well as his commentator Barbcyrac, bave 
laboured 40 reconcile itwitb the laws of nature anti reafon. 
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P. and ingenuous afpeft, were fet apart for the do- 
Vu— _• meftic fervice ; a doubtful fituation, which alter- 
nately expofed them to the favourable, or cruel, 
impulfe of pafllon. The ufeful mechanics and 
I'ervants (fmiths, carpenters, taylors, Ihoemakers, 
cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in gold and 
filver, &c.) employed their (kill for the ufe, or 
profit, of their mafter. But the Roman captives 
who were deftitute of art, but capable of labour, 
were condemned, without regard to their former 
rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands 
of the Barbarians. The number of the hereditary 
bondfmen, who were attached to the Gallic eftates, 
was continually increafed by new fupplies; and 
the fervile people, according to the fituation and 
temper of their lords, was fometimes raifed by 
precarious indulgence, and more frequently de- 
prefTed by capricious defpotifm An abfolute 
power of life and death was exercifed by thefe 
lords } and when they married their daughters, a 
train of ufeful I'ervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their efcape, was fent as a nuptial pre- 
fent into a diftant country The majefty of the 
Roman laws protefted the liberty of each citizen, 
againft the ra(h effcfls of his own diftrefs, or de- 

97 The ftate, profeffions, &c. of the German, Italian, and Gallic 
Haves, during the middle ages, are explained by Heineccius (Ele- 
ment. Jur. Germ. 1. i. N° 28 — 47.), Muiatori (DilTertat. xiv, xv.)^ 
Ducange (GlolT. fub voce Strvi), and the Abbe deMably (Oblcrva- 
tions, tom. ii. p. 3, Sic. p. 237, &c.). 

9* Gregory of Tours (1. vi. c. 45. in tom. ii. p. 289.) relates a 
. memorable example, in which Chilperic only abufed the private 
rights of a mailer. Many families, which belonged to his^nrtj ffcahs, 
jn the Jicighbourhood of Faris, were forcibly fent away into Spain, 

ipair. 
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•fpair. But the fubjefts of the Merovingian kings 
might alienate their perfonal freedom ; and this ^ 

a£l of legal fuicide, which was familiarly praclifed, 
is exprcffed in terms moftdifgraceful and afflift- 
ing to the dignity of human nature®®. The ex- 
ample of the poor, who purchafed life by the fa- 
crifice of all that can render life defirable, was 
gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout, 
who, in times of public diforder, pufillanimoufly 
crowded to fhelter themfelves under the battle- 
.ments of a powerful chief, and around the (hrine 
of a popular faint. Their fubmiffion was accepted 
by thefe temporal, or fpiritual, patrons ■, and the 
Jiafty tranfaclion irrecoverably fixed their own con- 
dition, and that of their lateft pofterity. From 
the reign of Clovis, during five fucceflive cen- 
turies, the laws and manners of Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the increafe, and to confirm 
the duration, of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
violence almoft obliterated the intermediate ranks 
of fociety ; and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
val between the noble and the fiave. This arbi- 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
pride and prejudice into a national diftinftion, 
univerfally eftablilhed by the arms and the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed 
their genuine, or fabulous, defcent, from the in- 

99 Licentlam habcatis mihl qualemcunque volueritis difciplinain 
potiere ; vel venumdare, aut quod vobis plucuerit de me facere. Mar- 
cuJf. Formul. 1 . ii. 28. in tom. iy. p. 497. The Formula of Lindcn- 
brogius (p. 559.), and that of Anjou (p. 565.) are to the fame efTeff. 

Gregory of Tours ( 1 . vii. c. 45. in tom. ii. p. 311.) fpeaks of many 
perfbns, who fold themfelves for bfcad, in a great famine. 

dependent 
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de,pendent and vidarjaus Franks, have aflcrted, 
and abufpd, the andefeafible right of conqueft, 
over a iproftrate crowd of flaves and plebeians, to 
whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace of a 
.Gallic, or Roman, extradi<>n. 

The general ftate .and revolutions of France, a 
name which was impofed by the conquerors, may 
he Uluftrated -by the particular example of a pro- 
vince, a diocefe, or a fenatorial family. Auvergne 
had formerly maintained a juft pre-eminence 
jamong the independent ftates and cities of Gaul, 
The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a 
lingular tropliy ; the fvvord of Ctefar hi'mfelf, 
which he had loft when he was repulfed before the 
walls of Gergovia As the common offspring 
of Troy, they claimed a fraternal alliance with the 
-the Romans*®*} and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of 
the Weftern empire might have been prevented, 
or delayed. They firmly maintained the fidelity 
which they had reludlantly fworn to the Vifigoths j 
-but when their braveft nobles had fallen in the 
battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift- 
ance, a vidlorious and catholic fovereign. This 

100 Whep G{c,farftw it, he lapghe<l (Plutarch, in Csefar. in tom. i. 
p. 409.) : yet he relates his unluccefsful liege of Gergovia, with lefs 
franlcnefs than we might expefif from a great man to whom viftory 
was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he 
jpft forty-fix centurions and feyen hundred men (de Bell. Galileo, 
I. y'i. c. 44. — 53. in tom. i. p. 170 — 272.). 

Audebant fe quondam fratres Latio dicere, et fanguine ab 
lliaco populos coinputare (Sidon. Apollinar. 1 . yii. cpift. 7. in tom. i. 
p. 799.). I pm not InforiTicd of ihe degrees and circumftaiices pf 
this fabulous pedigree. 
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cafy and valuable conqueft was atchieved, and 
pofleffcd, byTheodoric, the eldeft fon of Clovis : j 

but the remote province was fcparatcd from his 
Auftrafian dominions, by the intermediate k.ing»- 
doms .of Soiflbns, Paris, and Orleans, which 
formed, after their father’s death, the inheritance 
his three brothers. The king of Paris, Childc-- 
bert, was tempted by the neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne The Upper country, 
which rifes towards the fouth into the mountains 
of the Cevennes, prefented a rich and various pro- 
jpedt of woods and paftures i the fides of the hills 
were clothed with vines i and each eminence was 
crowned with a villa or caftle. In the Lower Au- 
yergne, the river Allier flows through the fair and 
fpacious plain of Limagne } and the inexhauftiblc 
fertility of the foil fupplied, and ftill fupplies, 
without any interval of repofe, the conftant repe- 
tition of the fame harvefts On the falfe re- 
port, that their lawful fovereign had been flain in 
Germany, the city and diocefe of Auvergne were 
betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius Apollinaris. 
Childebert enjoyed this clandeRine vidlory and 


Either the firft. or fecond, partition among the fons of Glovis, 
had given Berry to Childebert (Greg. Turon. 1 . iii. c. iz. in tom. ii. 
p. 19*.). Velim (faid he), Arvernam JtimaiKW, qux tanta jocundi> 
tatis gratia refulgcre dicitur oculis cerncre (1. iii. c. 9. p. 19.J.). 
The face of the country was concealed by a thick fog, when ih^ 
king of Paris made his entry into Clermont. 

lot For the defeription of Auvergne, fee Sidonius ( 1 . iv. epift. 21. 
■n torn. i. p. 793. )r with the notes of Savaron and Sirmond (p. 175, 
and 51. of their relpeflive editions), Boulainvilliers (Etat de la 
France, tom. ii. p. 24.1— 26S.), and the Abbe de la Longuerue 
(Pefeription de la France, pan i. p. j 32.— 1139.). 
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CHAP- the free fubje( 3 :s of Theodoric threatened to defert 
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» his ftandard, if he indulged his private refent- 

ment, while the nation was engaged in the Bur- 
gundian war. But the Franks of Auftrafia foot» 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their king. 
*■* Follow ntie,” faid Thedoric, into Auvergne: 

I will lead you into a province, where you may 
** acquire gold, filver, flaves, cattle, and precious 
“ apparel, to the full extent of your wilhes. I re- 
** peat my promife } I give you the people, and 
“ their wealth, as your prey ; and you may tran- 
** fportthem at pleafure into your own country.*' 
By the execution of this promife, Theodoric juftly 
forfeited the allegiance of a people, whom he de- 
voted to deftrudion. His troops, reinforced by 
the fierceft Barbarians of Germany *“*, fpread de- 
folation over the fruitful face of Auvergne ; and 
two places only, a ftrong caftle, and a holy flirine, 
were faved, or redeemed, from their licentious 
fury. The caftle of Meroliac*®’ was feated on a 
lofty rock, which rofe an hundred feet above the 
furface of the plain j and a large refervoir of fredi 
water was inclofed, with fome arable lands, with- 

lo* Furorem gentium, de ulteriore Rhenl amnis parte vene- 
rant, fuperare non poterat (Greg. Turon. i. iv. c. 50. in tom. ii. 
«2g.), was the excufe of another king of Auftrafia (A. D. 574.), 
for the ravages which his troops committed in the neighbourhood of 
Paris. 

loj From the name and fituation, the Benedifline editors of Gre- 
gory ofTours (in tom. ii. p. J92.) have fixed this fortrefs ataplacc 
named Cafttl Merliac, two miles from Mauiiac, in tlie Upper Au- 
vergne. In this defeription, I tranflate i^ra as if I read infra; the 
two prepofitions are perpetually confounded by Gregory, or his 
tranferibers j and the fenfe mull always decide. 

in 
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in the circle of its fortifications. The Franks be- chap. 
held with envy and defpair this impregnable fort- ■_ * 

refs : but they furprifed a party of fifty ftragglers> 
and, as they were opprefled by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom, 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
viflims, whom the cruel Barbarians were prepared 
to malTacre on the refufal of the garrifon. Ano- 
ther detachment penetrated as far as Brivasj or 
Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their valu- 
able efte£ls, bad taken refuge in the fancluary of 
St. Julian. The doors of the church refilled the 
aflTaultj but a daring foldier entered through a 
window of the choir, and opened a pafiTage to his 
companions. The clergy and people, the facred 
and the profane fpoils, were rudely torn from the 
altar i and the facrilegious divifion was made at a 
fmall diftance from the town of Brioude. But 
this 3(51 of impiety was feverely challifed by the 
devout fon of Clovis. He punilhed with death 
the moft atrocious offenders ; left their fecrct ac- 
complices to the vengeance of St. Julian, releafed ' 
the captives j reftored the plunder j and extended 
the rights of fancluary, five miles round the fe- 
pulchre of the holy martyr 

Before the Auflrafian army retreated from Au- Story of 
vergne, Theodoric exa(51ed fome pledges of the 

106 See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory of 
Tours (I. ii. c. 37. in tom. ii. p. 1S3. and 1 . iii. c. 9, 12, 13, 
p. 191, 191. de Miraculis St. Julian, c. 13. in tom. ii. p. 466.). 

He frequently betrays his extraordinary attention to his native 
country. 

t future' 
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CHAP, futore loyalty of z people, whole juft hatred 
^xxviir. reftraioed only by their fear. A fele£t is 

band of noble youths, the fons of the principal F 

fenators, was delivered to the conqueror, a? the 
hoftages of the faith of Childebert, and of their 
countryrnen. On the firft rumour ‘of war, of ' 

confpiracy, thefe guilclefs youths were reduced " 

to a ftarc of fervitude j and one of them, Atta- * 

lus whofe adventures are more particularly * 

related, kept his matter’s horfes in the diocefc of ;l) 

Treves. After a painful fearch, he was difeo- 
vered, in this unworthy occupation, by the 
emiffaries of his grandfather, Gregory biihop of 
Lan'gres ; but his offers of ranfom were fternly 
, rejeifted by the avarice of the Barbarian, who re- 
quired an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his iloble captive. His* deli- 
verance was effected by the hardy ftratagem of 
Leo, a flave belonging to the kitchens of the 
biihop of Langres An unknown agent eafily 


*07 The ftory of Attalus is related by Gregory of Toors ( 1 . iir. 
o. 16. in tom. ii. p. 193 — 195.). His editor, the P. Ruinart, 

Confounds this Attalus, who was a youth Cf”^) the year 531, 
with a friend of Sidonius of the lame name, who was count of 
Autun, fifty or Cxty years before. Such an error, which cannot be *1 

imputed to ignorance, is excufed, in fome degree, by its own mag- ( 

nitiide. 

*0* This Gregory, the great grandfather of Gregory of Toura ' 

(in tom. ii. p. 197. 490.;, lived ninety-two years; of which he I 

pafTed forty, as count of Autun, and thirty-two, as biihop of | 

Langres. According to the poet Fortunatus, he difplayed equal 
merit in thefe different ftatibns. ' 

Nobilis antiqtii decurrens prole parentuin, I 

Mobilior geiiis,. nunc fuper aftra manet. j 

Arbiter ante ferox, dein pius ipfe facerdos, . 

Quot domuit jude;c, fovet amore patiis. ' 

introduced ' 
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introduced him into the farr.e family. The Bar- ^x^xvih' 
barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve 
pieces of gold j and was pleafed to learn, that he 
was deeply flcillcd in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table: “ Next Sunday,” faid the Frank, I 
“ fhall invite my neighbours, and kinfmcn. 

“ Exert thy art, and force them to confefs, that 
“ they have never feen, or tailed, fuch an en- 
“ tertainmenr, even in the king’s houfe.” Leo 
affured him, that, if he would provide a fufficient 
quantity of poultry, his wifhes fhould be fatis- 
fied. The maftcr, who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, alTumed, as his own, 
the praife which the voracious guefts unanimoully 
beftowed on his cook; and the dextrous Leo- 
infenfibly acquired the trull and management of 
his houfehold. After the patient expeftation of a 
whole year, he cautioufly whifpered his defign to 
Attalus, and exhorted him to prepare for flight 
in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table"; and 
the Frank’s fon-in-law, whom Leo attended to 
his apartment with a noflurnal potation, conde- 
feended to jell on the facility with which he might 
betray his truft. The intrepid Have, after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery, entered his ma- 
fter’s bed-chamber; removed his fpear and 
Ihicld ; filently drew the fleeted horfes from the 
ftable; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and ex- 
cited Attalus to fave his life and liberty by 
incefTant diligence. Their apprehenfions urged 
them to leave their horfes on the banks of the 
• I Meufe ; 
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Chap. Meufe thcjr fwam the river,' wandered thred 

adjacent foreft, and fubfifted only 
by the accidental difcovery of a wild plum-tree. 
As they lay concealed in a dark thicket, they 
heard the noife of horfes ; they were terrified by 
the angry countenance of their mailer, and they 
anxioufly littened to his declaration, that, if he 
could feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he 
would cut in pieces with his fword, and would 
expofe the other on a gibbet. At length, Atta- 
ins, and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly 
habitation of a prefbytef of Rheims, who re- 
cruited their fainting ftrength with bread and 
■rt^ine, concealed them from the fearch of their 
, enemy, and fafcly condudled them, beyond the 

limits of the Auftrafian kingdom, to the epifco- 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his 
grandfon with tears of joy, gratefully delivered 
Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of 
fervitude, and beftowed on him the property of 
a farm, where he might end his days in happinefs 
and freedom. Perhaps this Angular adventure, 
which is marked with fo many circumftances of 
truth and nature, was related by Attains himfclf, 
to his coufin, or nephew, the firft hillorian of 
the Franks. Gregory of Tours was bofn 

about 

As M. de Valois, and the P. Ruinart, are determined tb 
change the Mifiila of the text into Mcfa, it becomes me to acqiiicfcein 
the alteration. Yet, after fome examination of the topography, I ' 
could defend the common reading. 

The parents of Gregory (Gregorius Florentius Georgius) 
were of noble extraftion (natalitus . . . ilhfirti), and they poflelfed 
large edates (laiifundia) both in Auvergne and Burgundy. He was 

born 
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ftbout fixty years after the death of Sidonius 
Apollinaris; and their fituation was almoft fimi- 
lar, fince each of them was a native of Auvergne, 
a fenator, and a bifhop. The difference of their 
ftyle and fcntiments may, therefore, cxprefs the 
decay of Gaul ; and clearly afcertain how much, 
in fo fhort a fpace, the human mind had lofi of 
its energy and refinement 

We are now qualified to defpife the oppofite, 
and, perhaps, artful, mifreprefentations, which 
have foftened, or exaggerated, the oppreffion of 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians. The conquerors never promulgated 
any univerfal edidl of fervitude, or confifeatiem : 
but a degenerate people, who excufed theif 
weaknefs by the fpecious names of politenefs and 
peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in- 
fulted their poffefTions, their freedom, and their 
fafety. Their perfonal injuries were partial and 
irregular j but the great body of the Romans 

bom in the year 5J9, was confecrated biihop of Tours in 573, and 
died in 593, or 595, foon after he had terminated his biilory. See 
his Life by Odo, abbot of Clugny (in tom. ii. p. 129 — 135-)> and 
a new Life in the Memoires de I’Academie, &c. tom. xxvi. 
f. 598—637. 

t«t Decedente atque imnto potius pertunte ab urbibtis Gallieanis 
liberaliura (ultura liteiurum, &c. (inprsefat. in tom, ii. p.'i37.), is 
the complaint of Gregory himfelf, which he fully verifies by his 
6wn work. His ftyle is equally devoid of elegance and fimplicity. 
In a confpicuous ftation he ftili remained a ftranger to his own ag« 
and country; and in a' prolix work (the five laft books contain ten 
years) he has omitted almoft every thing that pofterity defires to 
ham. I have tedioufly acquired, by a painful perufal, the right of 
pronouncing this unfavourable iientence. 

^ VoL. VI. B b ' furvived 
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x^vin ^^0 revolution, and ftill prefcrved ^the 

V — ' property* and privileges, of citizens. A large 
portion of their lands was exacted for the ufe of 
the Franks : but they enjoyed the remainder, 
exempt from tribute "*i and the fame irrefiftible 
violence which fwept away the arts and manu- 
factures of Gaul, deftroyed the elaborate and 
expenfive fyftem of Imperial defpotifm. The 
Provincials mud frequently deplore the favage 
jurifprudence of the Salic or Ripuarian laws; but 
their private life, in the important concerns of 
marriage, teftamcnts, or inheritance, was ftill 
regulated by the Theodofian Code ; and a dif- 
contented Roman might freely afpire, or defcend, 
, to the title and character of a Barbarian. The 

honours of the ftate were acccllible to his ambi- 
tion : the education and temper of the Romans 
more peculiarly qualified them for the offices of 
civil government ; and, as foon as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour, they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks, or even at the 
head, of the victorious Germans. I ffiall not 
attempt to enumerate the generals and magi- 
ftrates, whofe names "* atteft the liberal policy 

>•» The Abbe de Mably (tom. i. p. 267) has diligently 
coniinned this opinion of the. prefidcnt de Montefquieu (Efprit des 
^Ix, 1 . XXK. c. 13.). 

>>t See Dubos, Hlft. Critique de la Monarchie Francoife, toip. IL 
1 . vi. c. 9. 10. The Flench antiquarians eftablifh as a that 

the Romans and Barbarians may be diftinguilhed by ^eir names. 
Their names undoubtedly form a reaibnable prtfiimftm ; yet in read- 
ing Gregory of Tours, I have obferved Gondulphus, of Senatorian, 
or Roman extraf^ion ( 1 . vi. c. xi. in tom. ii. p. a?}-); and Clau- 
dius, a Barbarian ( 1 . vii. c. 29. p. • 

'M 
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of the Merovingians. The fuprcme command 
of Burgundy, with the title of patrician, was 
fucceflively entrufted to three Romans ; and the 
laft, and moft powerful, Mummolus who 
alternately faved and difturbed the monarchy, 
had fupplanted his father in the Ration of count 
of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty talents of 
gold, and two hundred and fifty talents of filver. 
The fierce and illiterate Barbarians were ex* 
eluded, during fevcral generations, from the 
dignities, and even from the orders, of the 
church The clergy of Gaul confifted almofi: 
entirely of native Provincials; the haughty 
Franks fell proftrate at the feet of their fubjefts, 
who were dignified with the epifcopal charadterj 
and the power and riches which had been loft in 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperftition 
In all temporal affairs, the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy ; but the Barbaric 
jurifprudence had liberally provided for their 
perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent to 
two Franks ; the anirujiioft, and prieft, were 
held in fimilar eftimation ; and the life of a 
bifhop was appreciated far above the common 

<< 4 - Eunius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of 
Tours, from the fourth (c. 4.2. p. 224.) to the feventh (c. 40. 
p. 310.) book. The computation by talents is lingular enough; 
but if Gregory attached any meaning to that obfolete word, the trea* 
fures of Mummolus mull have exceeded 100,000 1 . llerling. 

See Fleury, Difeours iii. fur I'Hilloire Eccle&ilUque. 

The bilhop of Tours himfelf has recoi'ded the complaint of 
Chilperic, the grandfon of Clovis. Ecce pauper remanfit* Fifeus 
noller ; ecce divitia: nodne ad ecclefias funt tranflatse : nulli penitus 
oili foli Epifeopi regnant (I. vi. c. 46. in tom. ii. p. 291.). 

B b 2 ftandard^ 
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vYvviw at the price of nine hundred pieces of 

gold"'. The Romans communicated to their 
conquerors the ufe of the Chriftian religion and 
Latin language"': but their language and their 
religion had alike degenerated from the fimple 
purity of the Auguftan, and Apoftolic, age. 
The progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifm was 
rapid and univerfal: the worfhip of the faints 
concealed from vulgar eyes the God of the 
Chriftians; and the ruftic dialed of peafants and 
foldiers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and 
pronunciation. Yet fuch inrercourfe of facred 
and focial communion, eradicated the diflindions 
of birth and vidory ; and the nations of Gaul 
were gradually confounded under the name and 
government of the Franks. 

Anarchy ' The Franks, after they mingled with their 

Franks. Gallic fubjeds, might have imparted the mod 

valuable of human gifts, a fpirit, and fyftcm, 
of conftitutional liberty. Under a king, here- 
ditary but limited, the chiefs and counfcllors 

••7 See the Ripuarian Code (tit. vttxvi. in tom. itr. p. 241.). 
The Salic law does not provide for the fafety of the clergy •, and we 
might fiippofe, on the behalf of the more civilized tribe, that they 
■ had not forefeen fuch an impious a£l as the murder of a prieft. Yet 

Prxtextatus, archbilhop of Rouen, was aflallinated by the order of 
queen Fredegundis, before the akar (Greg. Turon. 1 . viii. c. 31. in 
tom. ii. p. 326.). 

M.Bonamy (Mem. de I'Academie des inferiptions, tom. xxiv. 
p. 582—670.) has afeertained the Lingua Rcmana XuJUca, which, 
through the medium of the Rcmance, has gradually been polifhed into' 
the affual form of the French language. Under the Carlovingian 
race, the kings and nobles of France ftill underftood the dialeFl of 
their German anceftors. 

7 ' might 
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might have debated, at Paris, in the palace of C H A P, 
the Casfars : the adjacent field, where the em- * 

petors reviewed their mercenary legions, would 
have admitted the legiflative affembly of freemeii 
and warriors j and the rude model, which had 
been (ketchcd in the woods of Germany *'*, 
might have been poliflied and improved by the 
civil wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs 


Barbarians, fecure of their perfonal independence, 
difdained the labour of government : the annual 
affcmblies of the month of March were filently 
aboliflicd j and the nation was feparated, and al- 
rnift diflblvcd, by the conqueft of Gaul The 
monarchy was left without any regular eftablilh- 
ment of juftice, of arms, or of revenue. The 
lucceflbrs of Clovis wanted refolution to aflume, 
or ftrength to exercife, the legiflative and exe- 
cutive powers, which the people had abdicated : 
the royal prerogative was diftinguiflied only by a 
more ample privilege of rapine and murder j and 
the love of freedom, fo often invigorated and 
difgraced by private ambition, was reduced,' 
among the licentious Franks, to the contempt 
of order, and the defire of impunity. Seventy- 
five years after the death of Clovis, his grandfon, 
Gontran, king of Burgundy, fent an army to 
ipyade the Gothic poATenrions of Septimania, or 


>*9 Ce beau fyftcme a et£ trouvi: dans les bois. Monterquieu, 
Etprit des Loix, 1 . xi. c. 6. 

ISO See the Abb£ de Mably. Obfervations, &c. tom. i. p. 34^— 
5i6. It fbould Teem that the inftitution of national aflerablies, which 
are coeval with the French nation, have never been congenial to iti 
temper. 

B h 3 Languc- 
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^YY vin* Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Berry* 
».„i Auvergne, and the adjacent territories, were cx- 
pited by the hopes' of fpoil. They marched, 
without d.fcipline, under the banners of German, 
or Gallic, counts : their attack was feeble ^nd 
unfuccefsful ^ but the friendly and hoftile pro- 
vinces were defolated with indiferiminate rage. 
The corn-fields, the villages, the churches them- 
felves, were confumed by fire the inhabitants 
were maflacred, or dragged into captivity ; and, 
jn^ the diforderly retreat, five thoufand of thefc 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by hunger or 
inteftine difeord. When the pious Gontran re- 
proached the guilt, or ncgle£l, of their leaders j 
and threatened to inflidl, not a legal fentence, 
but inftant and arbitrary execution ; they accufed 
the univerfal and incurable corruption of the 
people. ** No one,” they faid, ** any longer 
fears or refpefts his king, his duke, or his 
count. Each man loves to do evil, and 
** freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The 
** tnoft gentle correftion provokes an immediate 
‘f tumult} and the ralh magiftrate, who pre- 
fumes to .cenfure, or reftraio, his feditious 
** fubjefts, feldom cfcapcs alive from their re- 
*,* venge It has been referved for the fame 

t*» Gregory of Tour* ( 1 . viii. c. 30. in tom. ii. p. 325, }i6.) 
relates, with much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and the 
j^logy. ’ Nullus Regem metuk, nullus Ducem, nullus Comitem 
reveretur | et fi fprtaffis alicui ifta difplicent, et ea, pro longcvitate 
vitae vedrae, eroendare conatur, ftatim feditio in populo, llatim 
ttimultus ezoritur, et in tantum anufquirque contra feniorem, faevS 
iptentione giaflatur, ut vix fe ciedat evadere, ii tandun hlcre nequi-. 
veriu 

^ nation 
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ation to expofe, by their intemperate vices, the 
moft odious abufe of freedom j and to fupply its 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity, which 
now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an 
abfolute fovcreign. 

The Vifigoths had refigncd to Clovis the 
grcateil part of their Gallic polTcflions ; but their 
lofs was amply compenfatcd by the eafy conqueft, 
and fecure enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain. 
From the monarchy of the Goths, which foon in- 
volved the Suevic kingdom of Galicia, the mo- 
dern Spaniards dill derive fome national vanity: 
but the hiftorian of the Roman Empire is neither 
invited, nor compelled, to.purfue the obfcure 
and barren feries of their annals The Goths 
of Spain were feparated from the reft of mankind, 
by the lofty ridge of the Pyrentean mountains : 
their manners and inftitutions, as far as they were 
common to the Germanic tribes, have been al» 
ready explained. 1 have anticipated, in the pre^ 
ceding chapter, the moft important of their eccle- 
fiaftical events, the fall of Arianifm, and the per- 
fecution of the Jews : and it only remains to ob- 
ferve fome interefting circumftances, which re- 
late to the civil and eccleliaftical conftitution of 
the Spanifti kingdom. 

After their converfion from idolatry or herefy, 
the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to 
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Spain, in theie dark ages, has been peculiarly unfortunate. 
The Franks had a Gregory of Tours ; the Saxons, or Angles, a 
Eedej the Lombards, a Paul Wamefrid, See. But the hiftory of 
the Vifigoths is contained in the Ihort and imperfect chronicles of 
IfiJore of Seville, and John of Biclar. 

B b 4 embrace. 
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-CHAP, embrace, with equal fubmifllon, the inherent 
s. ^ evils, and the accidental benefits, of fuperftition. 
But the prelates of France, long before the cx- 
tincUon of the Merovingian race, had degene- 
rated into fighting and hunting Barbarians.' They 
difdained the ufe of fynods ; forgot the laws of 
^ temperance and chaftity ■, and preferred the in- 
dulgence of private ambition and luxury, to the 
general intereft of the facerdotal profcllion 
The bilhops of Spain refpefled themfclves, and 
were rcfpected by the public : their indiflblublc 
union difguifed their vices, and confirmed their 
authority : and the regular discipline of the church 
introduced peace, order, and (lability into the 
government of the (late. From the reign of Re- 
cared, the firft Catholic king, to that of Witiza, 
the immediate predeceflTor ofthe unfortunate Ro- 
deric, fixteen national councils were fuccelTively 
convened. The fix metropolitans, Toledo, Se- 
ville, Merida, Braga, Tarragona, and Narbonne, 
prefided according to their refpedlive feniorityj 
the affcmbly was compofed of their fuffragan 
bilhops, who appeared in perfon, or by their 
proxies i and a place was afligned to the moft holy 
or opulent of the Spanilh abbots. During the 
firft three days of the convocation, as long as they 
agitated the ccclefiaftical queftions of dodrine and 
difciplinc, the profane laity was excluded from 

Such are the complaints of St. Boniface, the npoftle of Ger> 
many, and the reformer of Gaul (in tom. iv. p. 94.). The foVir- 
fcorc years, which he deplores, of licence and corruption, would 
ieera to infinuate, that the Barbarians were admitted into the clergy 
^bout the yeai' 660. 

their 
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their debates: which were conduced, however, chap. 

XXXVXIL 

■with decent folemnity. But, on the morning of ■ ^ > 

the fourth day, the doors were thrown open for 
the entrance of the great officers of the palace, 
the dukes and counts of the provinces, the judges 
of the cities, and the Gothic nobles : and the de- 
crees of Heaven were ratified by the confent of 
the people. The fame rules were obferved in the 
provincial aflemblies, the annual fynods which 
were empowered to hear complaints, and to re- 
drefs grievances; and a legal government was 
fupported by the prevailing influence of the Spa- 
nifli clergy. The biffiops, who, in each revolu- 
tion, were prepared to flatter the vidlorious, and 
to infult the proftrate, laboured, with diligence 
and fuccefs, to kindle the flames of perfecution, 
and to exalt the mitre above the crown. Yet the 
national councils of Toledo, in which the free 
fpirit of the Barbarians was tempered and guided 
by epifcopal policy, have cftabliftied fomc pru- 
dent laws for the common benefit of the king 
and people. The vacancy of the throne was 
fupplied by tjic choice of the biftiops and Pala- 
tines ; and, after the failure of the line of Alaric, 
the regal dignity was ftill limited to the pure and 
noble blood of the Goths. The clergy, who 
anointed their lawful prince, always recommend- 
ed, and fometimes praftifed, the duty of alle- 
giance : and the fpiritual cenfures were de- 
nounced on the heads of the impious fubjefts, 
who fliould refift his authority, confpirc againfl: 
his life, or violate, by an indecent union, the 
chaftity even of his widow. But the monarch 

himfclf. 
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xxx^n’ himfelf, when he afeended the throne, was bound 
by a reciprocal oath to God and his people, that 
he would faithfully execute his important trull:. 
The real or imaginary faults of his adminillration 
were fubjeft to the controul of a powerful arifto- 
cracy; and the bilhopsand palatines were guarded 
by a fundamental privilege, that they (hould not 
be degraded, imprifoned, tortured, norpunilhed 
with death, exile, or confifeation, unlefs by the 
free and public judgment of their peers ***. 

One of thefe legiflativc councils of Toledo, 
examined and ratified the code of laws which had 
been compiled by a fuccellion of Gothic kings, 
from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As 
long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cuftoms of their anceftors, they 
indulged their fubje61s of Aq'uitain and Spain in 
the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gradual 
improvement in arts, in policy, and at length in 
religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to fu- 
perfede, thefe foreign inftitutions j and to com- 
pofc a code of civil and criminal jurifprudence, 
for the ufe of a great and united people. The 
fame obligations, and the fame privileges, were 
. communicated to the nations of the Spahilh mo- 
narchy : and the conquerors, infcnfibly renoun- 


- Th* afts of the councils of Toledo ai"e ftlll the mod authentic 

records of the church and conftitution of Spain. The following 
paflages are particularly important (iii. 17, 18. iv. 75. v. 2, 3, 4, 
5. 8. vi. 11, 12, 13, 14. 17, 18. vii. I. xiii. 2, 3, 6.). I have 
found Mafeou (Hift. of the ancient Germans, xv. 29. and An- 
notations, xxvi. and xxxiii.) and Ferreras (Hift. Geuerale dc 
I'Efpagne, tom. ii.) very ufeful and accurate guides. 

cing 
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cing the Teutonic idiom, fubmittcd to the re- 
ftramts of equity, and exalted the Romans to the ■_ « 

participation of freedom. The merit of this im- 
partial policy was enhanced by the fituation of 
Spain, under the reign of the Viligoths. The 
* Provincials were long feparated from their Arian 
matters, by the irreconcilable difference of re- . 
ligion. After the converfion of Recared had re- 
moved the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafts, 
both of the Ocean and Mediterranean, were ftill 
pofTefled by the Eaftern emperors j who fecretly 
excited a difeontented people, to rejeft the yoke 
of the Barbarians, and to affert the name and 
dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of 
doubtful fubjeds is indeed moft effectually fe- 
cured by their own perfuafion, that they hazard 
more in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain 
by a revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural 
to opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that the 
contrary fyttem well deferves thepraife ofwifdom 
and moderation 

While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi- Revoiu. 
goths were eftabliftied in Gaul and Spain, the Britaih. 
Saxpns atchieved the conquett of Britain, the 
third great diocefc of the PrsefeClure of the Weft, 

Since Britain was already feparated from the Ro- 

The Code of the ViCgoths, regulaily divided into twelve 
books, hae been correfUy publifhed by Dom Bouquet (in tom. iv. 
p.’ 273 — 4.60.). It has been treated by the prefident de Montefquieu 
(Efprit des Loix, 1 . xxviii. c. i.) with exceflive feverity. 1 dif- 
like the flyle ; 1 deteft the fuperftition ; but 1 Oiall ptefuine to think, 
that the civil jurifprudence difplays a more civilifed and enlightened 
Bate of fociety, than that of the Burgundians, or even of the Lorn- 
^arda. 

man 
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Xx^in* man empire, I might, without reproach, decline 

w— .,r-— * a ftory, familiar to the moft illiterate, and ob-' 
feure to the moft learned, of my readers. The 
Saxons, who excelled in the ufe of the oar, or the 
battle-axe, were ignorant of the art which could 
alone perpetuate the fame of their exploits : the 
* Provincials, relapfing into Barbarifm, neglefted 
to deferibe the ruin of their country j and the 
doubtful tradition was almoft extinguiflied, be- 
fore the miflionaries of Rome reftored the light 
of fcience and Chriftianity.^ The declamations 
of Gildas, the fragments, or fables, of Nennius, 
the obfeure hints of the Saxon laws and chro- 
nicles, and the ccclcfiaftical talcs of the venerable 
Bede have been illuftrated by the diligence, 
and fometimes embelliflied by the fancy, of fuc- 
ceeding writers, whofe works I am not ambitious 
either to cenfure, or to tranferibe “L Yet the 
hiftorian of the empire may be tempted to purfue 
the revolutions of a Roman province, till it va- 
nifties from his fight j and an Engliftiman may 
eorioufiy trace the eftabliftimcnt of the Bar- 
barians, from whom he derives his name, hi§ 
Jaws, and perhaps his origin, ^ 


See Gililas ile ExeiJio Biitanniae, c. 11—25. P- 4 — 9. edit. 
6»le. Nennius Uilt. Britonum, c. iS. 35—65. p. 105— 115. edit. 
Gale. Bede Hill. Ecclefiall. Gentis Angloruin, 1 . i. c. la— 16. 
p. 49—53. c. 22. p.- 58. edit. Smith. Chron. Saxonicuni, p. ii— 
23, &c. edit. Gibhjn. The Anglo.Saxon laws were publilhed by 
Wilkins, London 1731, in folio; and the Lt^es Wallicte, by 
Wotton and Clarke, London 1730, in folio. 

The laborious Mr. Carte, and the ingenious Mr. Whitaker, 
are the two modern writers to whom I am principally indebted. 
The particular hitlorian of Manchcllcr embraces, under that obfeure 
title, a fubieft almoft as exteniive as the general hiftory of England. 

About 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3«f 

, About forty years after the diflblution of the 
Roman government, Vorrigern appears to have u— .y — .* 
obtained the fuprcme, though precarious, com- ^'saxonl^ 
mand of the princes and cities of Britain. That A.D.445. 
xinfortunate monarch has been almoft unanimoufly 
condemned for the weak and mifchievous policy 
of inviting a formidable ftranger, to repel the 
vexatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His am-* 
balTadors are difpatched, by the graveft hifto- 
rians, to the coafl: of Germany j they addrefs a 
pathetic oration to the general aflcmbly of the 
Saxons, and thofe warlike Barbarians refolve to 
aflift with a fleet and army the fuppliants of a 
diftant and unknown ifland. If Britain had in- 
deed been unknown to the Saxons, the meafurc 
of its calamities would have been lefs complete. 

But the ftrength of the Roman government could 
not always guard the maritime province againfl: 
the pirates of Germany ; the independent and di- 
vided dates were expofed to their attacks ; and 
the Saxons might fometimes join the Scots and 
the Pi(fls, in a tacit, or exprefs, confederacy of 
rapine and deftruction. Vortigern could only 
balance the various perils, which aflaulted on 
every fide his throne and his people; and his po- 
licy may deferve either praife or excufe, if he pre- 
ferred the alliance of ibofe Barbarians, whofc naval 

This invitation, which may derive fotne countenance from the 
loofe expreffions of Gildas and Bede, is framed into a regular ftory 
by Witikind, a Saxon monk of the tenth century (fee Coulin, Hift, 
de I’Empire d'Occident, tom.ii. p. 356.). Rapin, and even Hume, 
hare too freely ufed this fufpicious evidence, without regarding the 
precife and probable teftimony of Nennius 1 Interea renerunt trei 
Chiulae a Germania intxiliofulfe, in quibus erant Hors et Hengifl. 

power 
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rendered them the moll dangerous enemies, 
w and the mod ferviceable allies. Hengid and 
Horfa, as they ranged along the Eadern coad 
with three Ihips, were engaged, by the promife 
of an ample dipend, to embrace the defence of 
Britain j and their intrepid valour foon delivered 
the country from the Caledonian invaders. The 
*ifle of Thanet, a fecure and fertile didrift, was 
allotted for the refidence of thefe German auxi- 
liaries, and they were fupplied, according to the 
treaty, with a plentiful allowance of clothing and 
provifions. This favourable reception encou- 
raged five thoufand warriors to embark with their 
families in feventeen veflels, and the infant power 
of Hengid was fortified by this drong and feafon- 
able reinforcement. The crafty Barbarian fug- 
geded to Vortigern the obvious advantage of fix- 
ing, in the neighbourhood of the Pifts, a colony 
of faithful allies : a third fleet of forty Ihips, tinder 
the command of his fon and nephew, failed from 
Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, and difembarked 
a new army on the coad of Northumberland, or 
Lothian, at the oppofite extremity of the devoted 
land. It was eafy to forefee, but it was im- 
podible to prevent, the impending evils. The 
two nations were foon divided and exafperated by 
mutual jealoufies. The Saxons ntagnified all that 
they had done and differed in the caufe of an un- 
grateful people i while the Britons regretted the 
liberal rewards which could not fatisfy the avarice 
of thofe haughty mercenaries. The caufes of 
fear and hatred were inflamed into ao irrecon- 
cileablc quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms i and^ 

if 
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if they perpetrated a treacherous maflacre during 
the fecurity of a feaft, they dcftroyed the rccipro- 
cal confidence which fuftains the intercourfe of 
peace and war 

Hengift, who boldly afpired to the conquefl: of 
Britain, exhorted his countrymen to embrace the theSaxon 
glorious opportunity he painted in lively co- ***a!d 7’ 
lours the fertility of the foil, the wealth of the ♦SS“5*** 
cities, the pufillanimous temper of the natives, 
and the convenient fituation of a fpacious folicary 
ifland, accelTible on all fides to the Saxon fleets. 

The fuccefllve colonies which iflued, in the period 
of a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, were principally com- 
pofed of three valiant tribes or nations of Ger- 
many j the the old Saxons, and the Angles^ 

The Jutes, who fought under the peculiar banner 
of Hengift, aflTumed the merit of leading their 
countrymen in the paths of glory, and of ereding, 
in Kent, the firft independent kingdom. The 
fame of the enterprife was attributed to the pri- 
mitive Saxons ; and the common laws and lan- 
guage of the conquerors are deferibed by the na- 
tional appellation of a people, which, at the end 
of four hundred years, produced the firft mo- 
narchs of South Britain. The Angles were dif- 
tinguifhed by their numbers and their fuccefs s 

•»9 Nennius imputes to the Saxons the murder of three hundred 
Britiih chiefs ; a crime not unfuitable to their favage manners. But 
we are not obliged to believe (fee Jeffiey of Monmouth, 1. viii. 
c. 9 — is-)> Stonehenge is their monument, which the giaots 

had formerly tranfported from Africa to Ireland, and which was re- 
moved to Britain by the order of Ambrolius, and the art of Mer- 
lin. 

and 
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AP. and they claimed the honour of fixing a perpetual 
name on the country, of which they occupied the 
moft ample portion. ’ The Barbarians, who fol- 
lowed the hopes of rapine either on the land or 
fca, were infenfibly blended with this triple con- 
federacy i the FriftanSy who had been tempted by 
their vicinity to the Britilh Ihorcs, might balance, 
during a Ihort fpace, the firength and reputation 
of the native Saxons ; the Danes, the Pruffians, 
the Rugians are faintly defcribed ; and fome ad- 
venturous Huns, who had wandered as far as the 
Baltic^ might embark on board the German vef- 
fels, for the conqueft of a new world **®. But 
this arduous atchievement was not prepared or 
executed by the union of national powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain, according to the meafureofhis 
fame and fortunes, afiembled his followers ; 

' Equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of fixty, 
veflels } chofe the place of the attack ; and con- 
duced his fubfequent operations according to the 
events of the war and the diCates of his private 
interellk In the invafion of Britain many heroes 
vanquilhed and fell; but only feven viCorious 
leaders aflumed, or at lead maintained, the title 
6f kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon 
Heptarchy, were founded by the conquerors, 
and feven families, one of which has been con- 
tinued, by female fuccefllon, to our prefent fove- 
reign, derived their equal and facred lineage from 


Alt thefe tribes are exprefsljr enumerated by Bede ( 1 . i. c. i j. 
p. 5*. 1 . V, c. 9. p. 190.), and though I have confidered Mr. Whit- 
aker's remarks (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. ii. p. 538 — 543 .)> ^ 
not perceive the abfurdity of fuppofmg that the Frifians, See. wera 
mingled with the Anglo-Saxons. 
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Woden, the god of war. It has been pretended, xxx^n 
that this rep"ublic of kings was moderated by a ^ _f 
general council and a fupreme magiftrate. But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant to 
the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : their 
laws arc filent ; and their impcrfcdt annals afford 
only a dark and bloody profpeft of inteftine dif- 
cord ***. 

A monk, who, in the profound ignorance of Stateofthe 
human life, has prefumed to exercife the office of 
hiftorian, ftrangely disfigures the ftate of Britain 
at the time of its reparation from the Weftern em- 
pire, Gildas deferibes in florid language the 
improvements of agriculture, the foreign trade 
which flowed with every tide into the Thames 
and the Severn, the folid and lofty conftruftion 
of public and private edifices : he accufes the fin- 
ful luxury of the Britifh people } of a people, ac- 
cording to the fame writer, ignorant of the mofl: 
fimple arts, and incapable, without the aid of the 
Romans, of providing walls offtone, or weapons ^ 
of iron, for the defence of their native land 
Under the long dominion of the emperors, Britain 

>}> Bede bat enumerated feven kings, two Saxons, a Jute, and 
four Angles, who fucceflively acquired in the heptarchy an indefinite 
fupremacy of power and renown. But their reig^ was the effeft, 
not of law, but of conqueft : and he obferves, in fimitar terras, that 
one of them fubdued the Ides of Man and Anglefey ; and that an- 
other impofed a tribute on the Scots and Pifls (Hift. Bcclef. 1 . ii. 

<• S- P- * 3 -)- 

See Gildas de Excidio BritantiiK, c. I. p. i. edit. Gale. 

^ >3: Mr. Whitaker (Hiftory of Mancbefter, vol. ii. p. 503. 516.) 
has fmartly expofed this glaring abfurdity, which had pafTed un- 
noticed by the general hiftorians, as they were haftenlng to more in- 
tereft ag and important events. 

VoL. VI. C c had 
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v'JvviTT infenfibly moulded into the elegant and 

fervile form of a Roman province, whofc fafety 
was entrufted to a foreign power. The fubjefts 
of Honorius contemplated their new freedom with 
furprife and terror j they were left deftitute of 
any civil or military conftitution j and their un- 
certain rulers wanted either (kill, or courage, or 
authority, to direct the public force againft the 
common enemy. The introduftion of the Saxons 
betrayed their internal weaknefs, and degraded 
the charafter both of the prince and people. 
Their confternation magnified the danger; the 
want of union diminifhed their refources j and 
the madnefs of civil fadtions was more felicitous 
to accufe, than to remedy, the evils, which they 
imputed to the mifcondudl of their adverfaries. 
Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they could not 
be ignorant, of the manufadure or the ufe of 
arms : the fucceflive and diforderly attacks of the 
Saxons, allowed them to recover from their 
amazement, and the profperous or adverfc events 
of the war added difeipline and experience to their 
native valour. 

Their re- While the Continent of Europe and Africa 
fiftance, without rcfiftance, to the Barbarians, the 

Britifti ifland, alone and unaided, maintained a 
long, a vigorous, though an unfuccefsful ftruggle, 
againft the formidable pirates, who, almoft at 
the fame inftant, aflaulted the Northern, the 
Eaftern, and the Southern coafts. The cities 
which had been fortified with fkill, were defended 
with refolution ; the advantages of ground,' hills, 

forefts. 
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forefts, and morafles, were diligently improved 
by the inhabitants; the conqueft of each diftrift 
was purchafed with blood ; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are ftrongly attefted by the difcrcet filence 
of their annalift. Hengift might hope to atchieve 
the conqueft of Britain ; but his ambition, in an 
aftive reign of thirty-five years, was confined to 
the poftefTion of Kent j and the numerous colony 
which he had planted in the North, was extirpated 
by the fword of the Britons. The monarchy of 
the Weft-Saxons was laborioufly founded by the 
perfevering efforts of three martial generations. 
The life of Cerdic, one of the braveft of the 
children of Woden, was confumed in the con- 
quert of Hampftiire, and the ifle of Wight; and 
the lofs which he fuftained in the battle of Mount 
Badon, reduced him to a ftate of inglorious re- 
pofe. Kenric, his valiant fon, advanced into 
Wiltfhire ; befieged Salifbury, at that time feated 
on a commanding eminence ; and vanquiftied an 
army which advanced to the relief of the city. 
In the fubfequent battle of Marlborough his 
Britifii enemies difplayed their military fcience. 
Their troops were formed in three lines ; each 
line confiftedof three diftinft bodies, and the ca- 
valry, the archers, and the pikemen, were diftri- 

At Beran-blrig, or Barbui'y-caftle, near Marlborough. The 
Saxon chronicle afllgns the name ami date. Cambden (Britannia, 
vol. i. p. izS.) al'ceitains the place; and Henry of Huntingdon 
(Scriptores poll Bedam, p. 314.) relates the circumftances of this 
battle. They are probable and charafferiftic ; and the hiftorians of 
the twelfth centurj’ might confult forae materials that no longer 
exiit, 

C c a buted 
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xxx^n' according to the principles of Roman tac- 

tics. The Saxons charged in one weighty co- 
lumn, boldly encountered with their fliort fwords 
the long lances of the Britons, and maintained an 
equal conflift till the approach of night. Two 
decifive viftories, the death of three Britifh kings, 
and the reduction of Cirencefter, Bath, and 
Glouceftcr, cftablilhed the fame and power of 
Ceaulin, the grandfon of Cerdic, who carried 
his vidlorious arms to the banks of the Severn, 
aqd «ighf. After a war of an hundred years, the independent 

Britons ftill occupied the whole extent of the 
Weftern coaft, from the wall of Antoninus to the 
extreme promontory of Cornwall j and the prin- 
cipal cities of the inland country ftill oppofed the 
arms of the Barbarians. Refiftance became more 
languid, as the number and boldnefs of the af- 
failants continually increafed. Winning their 
way by (low and painful efforts, the Saxons, the 
Angles, and their various confederates, advanced 
from the North, from the Eaft, and from the 
South, till their vidlorious banners were united in 
the centre of the ifland. Beyond the Severn the 
Britons ftill afferted their national freedom, which 
furvived the heptarchy, and even the monarchy, 
of the Saxons. The braveft warriors, who pre- 
ferred exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge in 
the mountains of Wales : the reluctant fubmiftlon 
of Cornwall was delayed for fome ages *“ j and a 

band 

‘IS Cornwall was finall}r fubdued by Athelftan ( A. D. 9>7~94-i •), 
who planted an Englifli colony at Exeter, and confined the Britons 
, beyond the river Tamar. See William of Malmibury, 1. ii. in the 

5 Scriptores 
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band of fugitives acquired a fettlemcnt in Gaul, 
by their own valour, or the liberality of the Me- y — 
rovingian kings The Weftern angle of Ar- 
morica acquired the new appellations of Cernwallt 
and the Lejfer Britain ; and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a ftrange people, who, 
under the authority of their counts and bilhops, 
preferved the laws and language of their anccftors. 

To the feeble defcendants of Clovis and Charle- 
magne, the Britons of Armorica refufed the cuf- 
tomary tribute, fubdued the neighbouring dio- 
cefes of Vannes, Rennes, and Nantes, and formed 
a powerful, though vaflal, ftate, which has been 
united to the crown of France 

Scriptores pod Bedam, p. 50. The fpirit of the Cornifli knights 
was degi-aded by ferritude ; and it fliould feetn, from the Romance 
of Sir Triftram, that their cowardice was almod proverbial. 

•Jfi Tire eftablilhment of the Britons' in Gaul is proved in the 
fixth century, by Procopius, Gj-egory of Tours, the fecond council 
of Tours (A. D. 567.), and the lead fufpicious of their chronicles 
and lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bilhop of the Britons to 
the fird council of Tours (A. D. 461. or rather 481.), the army of 
Kiothamus, and the loolie declamation of Gildas (alii tranfmarinas 
petebant regiones, c. ay. p. 8.), may countenance an emigration's 
early as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that *ra, the 
Britons of Annorica can be found only in romance ; and I am fur- ^ 
prized that Mr. Whitaker (Genuine Hidory of the Britons, 
p. ai4— kai.) fltould fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs ignorance of 
Carte, whole venial errors he has fo rigoroufly chaftiled. 

The antiquities of Bretagne, which have been the fubjefl even 
pf political contToverfy, are illuftrated by Hadrian Valefius (Notitia 
Gsdliarum, fub voce BHeamia Cfmarina, p. 98 — too.}, M. d'An* 
ville (Nodce de I’Ancienne Gaule, Corifafiti, CurUfilitts, Ofifmii, V«r~ 
gmunm, p. S4t. 158. 508, 720. and Etats de I'Europe, p. 76—80.), 
longuenie (Dcfcription de la France, tom. i. p. 84—94.), and the 
Abbf de Vertot (ffid. Critique de rEtablidement des Bretons dans 
lea Gaules, 2 vol. in izmo. Paris, 1720.). I may alTume the 
xnetil of examining the original evidence which they have produced. 
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CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 


The fame 
of Arthur. 


In a century of perpetual, or at leaft impla» 
cable, war, much courage, and fome (kill, muft 
have been exerted for the defence of Britain, Yet 
if the memory of its champions is almoft buried in 
oblivion, we need not repine j fince every age, 
however deftitute of fciencc or virtue, fufficiently 
abounds with a<fl:s of blood and military renown. 
The tomb of Vortimer, the Ton of Vortigern, 
was eredted on the margin of the fca-fliore, as a 
landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he had 
thrice vanquifhed in the fields of Kent. Ambro- 
fius Aurelian was defeended from a noble family 
of Romans his modefty was equal to his va* 
lour, and his valour, till the laft fatal action 
was crowned with fplendid fuccefs. But every 
Britifli name is effaced by the illuftrious name of 
Arthur'*®, the hereditary prince of the Silures, 
in South Wales, and the eledlive king or general 
of the nation, According to the mod rational ac- 


» 5 ? Bede, who in his chronicle (p. aS.) places Ambrofms under 
the reign of Zeno (A. D. 474 — 49 i-)i obferves, that his parents 
had been “ purpura induti j" which he explains, in his eccicfiaftical 
hiftory, by “ regium nomen et inligne ferentibus” (1. i. c. 16. p. 53.). 
The exprelTion of Nennius (c. 44. p. 110. edit. Gale) is tlill more 
lingular, “ Unus de eonfulibut gends Romanicae eft pater meus.” 

>39 By the unanimous, though doubtful, conjefture of our anti- 
quarians, Ambrofius is confounded with Natanleod, who (A. D. 
50S.) loft his own life, and five thoufand of his fubjefls, in a battle 
againftCerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chron. Saxon, p. 17, ig.). 

>4® As I am a ftranger to the Welfh bards Myrdhin, I,lomarch, 
and Talieflin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur, prin- 
cipally refts on the fimple and circumllantial teftiipony of Nennius 
(Hill. Brit. c. 6i, 63. p. H4-). Mr. Whitaker (Hilt, of Maii- 
chefter, vol. ii. p. 31 — 71.) has framed an interefting, and even 
probable, narrative of the wars of Arthur: tltoggh it is impofliblcta 
allow the reality of the round table. 

count. 
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count, he defeated, in twelve fuccellive battles, 
the Angles of the North, and the Saxons of the 
Weft} but the declining age of the hero was em- 
bittered by popular ingratitude, and domeftic mif- 
fortunes. The events of his life are lefsintereft- 
ing, than the fingular revolutions of his fame. 
During a period of five hundred years the tradition 
of his exploits was preferved, and rudely embel- 
liftied, by theobfeure bards of Wales and Armo- 
rica, who were odious to the Saxons, and un- 
known to the reft of mankind. The pride and 
curiofity of the Norman conquerors, prompted 
them to enquire into the ancient hiftory of Bri- 
tain : they liftened with fond credulity to the tale 
of Arthur, and eagerly applauded the merit of a 
prince, who had triumphed over the Saxons, their 
common enemies. His romance, tranferibed in 
the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards 
tranflated into the fafhionable idiom of the times, 
was enriched with the various, though incoherent, 
ornaments, v/hich were familiar to the experience, 
the learning, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. 
The progrefs of a Phrygian colony, from the Ty- 
ber to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fable of the Aineid} and the royal anceftors of 
Arthur derived their origin from Troy, and 
claimed their alliance with the Cmfars. His tro- 
phies were decorated with captive provinces, and 
Imperial titles ; and his Danifti viftories avenged 
the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fuperftition of the Britifh hero, his feafts and 
tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of 
C c 4. his 
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xxx^in Knights of the Round ^able, were faithfully 
-V — copied from the reigning manners of chivalfyj 
and the fabulous exploits of Uther’s fon, appear 
lefs incredible, than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the enterprifing valour of the Norr 
mans. Pilgrimage, anc} the holy wars, intro- 
duced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian magic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces, were blended with the 
more Ample fiftions of the Weft ; and the fate of 
Britain depended on the art, or the prediffcions, . 
of Merlin. Every nation embraced aqd adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knight^ 
of the Round Table: their names were celebrated 
in Greece and Italy j and the voluminous tales of 
, Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were devoutly 
ftudied by the princes and nobles, who djfregarded 
the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity. 
At length the light of fcience and reafon was re- 
kindled; the talifman was broken; the vifionary 
fabric melted into air; and by a natural, though 
unjuft, reverfe of the public opinion, the feverity 
of the prefent age is inclined to queftion the ex~ 
ijtence of Arthur'**. 

Dcfolntion Refiftance, if it cannot avert, muft increafethc 
of Biiuin. Qf conqueft ; and conqueft has never ap- 

peared more dreadful and deftruiftive than in the 
hands of the Saxons; who hated the valour of 

»4o The progrefs of romance, and the ftate of learning, in the 
middle ages, are illuftiated by Mr. Thomas Wharton, with the talle 
of a poet, and the minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de- 
rived much inftruftion from the two learned diflertations prefixed to 
the £rlt volume of hit Hiftoi y of Englidi Poetry. 
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jheir enemies, cjifdained the faith of treaties, and 
violated, without remorfe, themoft facred objefts ■ -n,— j 
of the Chriftian worfhip. The fields of battle 
might be traced, almoft in every diftridl, by mo- 
numents of bonesj the fragments of falling towers 
were ftained with blood; the laft of the Britons,’ 
ivithout diftindion of age or fex, was maflacred 
in the ruins of Anderida '■**; and the repetition of 
fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the 
laws and language, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain, were extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceflbrs. After the deftrudion 
pf the principal churches, the bifhops, who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom, retired with the 
holy relics into Wales and Armorica ; the remains 
of their flocks were left deftitute of any fpiritual 
food ; the pradice, and even the remembrance, of 
Chriftianity were abolifhed; and the Britifh clergy 
might qbtain foine comfort from the damnation 
pf the idolatrous ftrangers. The kings of France 
maintained the privileges of their Roman fubjeds; 
but the ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of 
^ome, and of the emperors. The proceedings 

>4> Hoc anno (490) ^lla et Cifla obfedeiiint Andredes.Ceafter • 
et interfecenint omnes qui id incolucrunt ; adeo ut ne unus Brito ibi 
fuperfte* fuerit (Chron. Saxon, p. is-)> an ex predion more dreadful 
in its fimplicity, than all the vague and tedious lamentations of the 
Britifh Jeremiah. 

*♦* Andredes-Ceafter, or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Bri- 
tannia, vol. i. p. 158.) at Newendtn, in the marfhy grounds of 
Kent, which might be foiTnerly covered by the fca, and on the edge 
of the great foreft (Andciida), which overfpiead fo large aportionof 
Ilamplhire and SulTex. 

of 
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9 and criminal jurifdiftion, the titles of ho- 

XXXV ill. \ r r 

V — ^ > nour, the forms of office, the ranks of fociety, 
and even the domeftic rights of marriage, tefta- 
ment, and inheritance, were finally fiipprefied ; 
and the indiferiminate crowd of noble and plebeian 
flaves was governed by the traditionary cuftoms, 
which had been coarlely framed for the ffiepherds, 
and pirates of Germany. The language of fcience, 
of bufinefs, and of converfation, which had been 
introduced by the Romans, was loft in the general 
defolation. A fufficient number of Latin or Celtic 
words might be aflumed by the Germans, to ex- 
prefs their new wants and ideas**’; but thofe tV- 
Uterate Pagans preferved and eftablifhed the ufe of 
their national dialeft ***. Almoft every name, 
cOnfpicuous either in the church or ftate, reveals 
its Teutonic origin'*’ ; and the geography of Eng- 
land was univerfally inferibed with foreign cha- 
racters and appellations. The example of a revo- 
lution, fo rapid and fo complete, may not eafily 
be found; but it will excite a probable fufpicion, 
that the arts of Rome were lefs deeply rooted in 
Britain than in Gaul or Spain ; and that the na- 


Dr. Johnfon affirms, that/«u Engliffi words areof Britifh ex. 
tnftion. Mr. Whitaker, who underilands the Britilh language, 
h.as difeovered more than tbrte tbiujand, and aftuaily produces a long 
and various catalogue (vol. ii. p. zj5 — 3Z9-). It is poffible, indeed, 
that many of thefe words may have been imported from the Latin or 
Saxon into the native idiom of Britain. 

In the beginning of the feventb century, the Franks and the 
Anglo -Saxons mutually under Hood each other's language, which was 
derived from the fame Teutonic root (Bede, 1. i. c. 25. p, 60.). 

t+5 After the firft generation of Italian, or Scottifli, millionaries, 
the dignities of the church were filled with Saxon profelytes. 

live 
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tive rudcnefs of the country and its inhabitants, xxxviir 
was covered by a thin varnilh of Italian manners. 

This ftrange alteration has perfuaded hiftorians, soritude. 
and even philofophers, that the provincials of Bri- 
tain were totally exterminated ; and that the va- 
cant land was again peopled by the perpetual in- 
flux, and rapid increafe, of the German colonies- 
Thrce hundred thoufand Saxons are /aid to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengift**®} the entire 
emigration of the Angles was attefted, in the age 
of Bede, by the folitude of their native country'*^; 
and our experience has fhewn the free propaga- 
tion of the human race, if they are caft on a fruit- 
ful wildernefs, where their fteps are unconfined, 
and their fubfiftence is plentiful. The Saxon king- 
doms difplayed the face of recent difeovery and 
cultivation: the towns were fmall, the villages 
were diftant ; the hufbandry was languid and un- 
Ikilful ; four (beep were equivalent to an acre of 
the beft land'^'i an ample fpacc of wood and mo- 
rafs was refigned to the vague dominion of na- 
ture ; and the modern bilhopric of Durham, the 
whole territory from the Tyne to the Tees, had 
rpturned to its primitive Hate of a favage and foli- 

Carte’s Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 195. He quotes the 
Britifli hiftorians i but 1 much fear, that Jeffrey of Monmouth (I.'vi. 
c. ;$.) is his only witnefs. 

'+7 Bede, Hift. Ecclefiaft. 1. i. c. 15. p. 52. The fa£l is probable, 
and well attefted : yet fuch was the loofe intermiitture of the German 
tribes, that we find, in a fubfequent period, the law of the Angli 
and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. <(.79— 486.). 

>4^ See Dr. Henry’s uleful and laborious Hiftory of Great Bri- 
tain, vol. ii. p. 3S8. 

tary 
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tary foreft Such imperfcfb population might 
have been fupplied, in fome generations, by the 
Englilh colonies } but neither rcafon nor fads can 
juflify the unnatural fuppofition, that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the defert which they 
had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarians 
had fecured their dominion, and gratified their 
revenge, it was their intereft to preferve the pea- 
fants, as well as the cattle, of the unrefifting 
country. In each fuccefiive revolution, the pa- 
tient herd becomes the property of its new ma- 
ilers ; and the falutary compad of food and la- 
bour is filently ratified by their mutual neceflitics. 
Wilfrid, the apoftle of Suflex'’% accepted from 
his royal convert the gift of the peninfula of Scl- 
fey, near Chichefter, with the perfons and pro- 
perty of its inhabitants, who then amounted to 
eighty-feven families. He rcleafed them at once 
from fpiritual and temporal bondage; and two 
hundred and fifty flaves of both fexes were bap- 
tized by their indulgent mailer. The kingdom 
of Suflex, which fpread from the fea to the 
Thames, contained feven thoufand families; twelve 
hundred were aferibed to the Hie of Wight ; and, 
if we multiply this vague computation, it may 


U 9 Quicquid (fays John of Tinemouth) inter Tynam et Tefam 
fluvios extitit fola ereml vaftitudo tunc temporis fuit, et idcirco nuU 
lius ditiuni fervivit, eo quod fola indomitorum et fylveftrium anima* 
lium fpclunca et habitatio fuit (apud Carte, vol. i. p. 195.). Fron» 
bifhop Nicholfon (Engliih Hiftorical Library, p. 65. 98.), 1 under- 
ftand, that fair copies of John of Tinemoiuh’s ample Collefbons are 
preferved in the libraries of Oxford, Lambeth, &c. 

See the milTion of Wilfrid, Arc. in Bede, Hift, EccIeC 1 . iv. 
c. 13. 16. p. 155, Jj6. 159. 

feem 
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fcem probable, that England was cultivated by a ^xx^rn 
million of fcrvants, or villains j who were attached t 

to the eftates of their arbitrary landlords. The 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted to fell 
their children or themfelvcs into perpetual, and 
even foreign, bondage*’* ; yet the fpecial exemp- 
tions, which were granted to national flaves*’*, 
fufficiently declare, that they were much Icfs nu- 
merous than the ftrangers and captives, who had 
loft their liberty, or changed their mafters, by the 
accidents of war. When time and religion had 
mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons, 
the laws encouraged the frequent practice of ma- 
numilTion; and their fobjefts, of Welfli or Cam- 
brian extraftion, aflume the refpeftable ftation of 
inferior freemen, poflefled qf lands, and intitled 
to the rights of civil fociety *”. Such gentle 
treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people, who had been recently fubdued on the 
confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fage Ina, 
the legifiator of Weflex, united the two nations 


*1* From the concurrent teftimony of Bede ( 1 . ii. c. i. p. 78.), 
and William of Malmibury (I. iii. p. ioz.)i it appears, that the 
Anglo-Saxons, from the firft, to the laft, age, peifiited in this un- 
natural praAice. Their youths were publicly fold in the market of 
Rome. 

■>* According to the laws of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold 
beyond the feat. 

'St The life of a fTallui, or Camirint, tome, who pofTefled a hyde 
of land, is fixed at izo (hillings, by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii. 
in Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p. ao.), which allowed zoo (hillings for a 
free Saxon, and laoo far a Thane (fee likewife Leg. Anglo-Saxon, 
p. 71.). We may obferve, that thefe legKlators, the Weft-Saxons 
and Mercians, continued their BritKh conquefts after they became 
Chriftians. The laws of the four kings of Kent do not condefeend 
to notice the exiftence of any fubjefl Britons. 
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CHAP, in the bands of domeftic alliance; and four'Bri- 
XXXVIII# 

‘ tilh lords of Somerfetfhire may be honourably 
diftinguilhed in the court of a Saxon monarch*’*. 
Manners The independent Britons appear to have re- 
BritoL. lapfed into the ftate of original barbarifm, from 
whence they had been imperfeftly reclaimed. Se- 
parated by their enemies from the reft of man- 
kind, they foon became an objeft of fcandal and 
abhorrence to the Catholic world *”. Chriftianity 
was ftill profelTed in the mountains of Wales; but 
the rude fchifmatics,. in the form of the clerical 
tonfure, and in the day of the celebration of Eafter, 
obftinately refifted the imperious mandates of the 
Roman pontiffs. The ufe of the Latin language 
was infenfibly abolifhed, and the Britons were de- 
prived of the arts and learning which Italy com- 
municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wales 
and Armorica, the Celtic tongue, the native 
idiom of the Weft, was preferved and propa- 
gated ; and the Bards, who had been the compa- 
nions of the Druids, were ftill protcfted, in the 
fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. Their 
chief, a refpcftable officer of the courts of Peng- 
wern, or Aberfraw, or Caermathaen, accompa- 
nied the king’s fervants to war: the monarchy of 
the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle, 
excited their courage, and juftified their depre- 

*J4 See Carte’s Hill, of England, vol. i. p. *78. 

>SS At the conclufion of his hillory (A. D. 731.), Bede deferibes 
the ecclehaftical ftate of the ifland, and cenfures the implacable, 
though impotent, hatred of the Britons againft the Englilh nation, 
and the Catholic church (1. v. c. s;. p. si$.). 

9 dations ; 
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dations; and the fon^fter claimed for his legiti- chap. 

^ ® vvxviir 

mate prize the faireft heifer of the fpoil. His ■ _ — f 

fubordinate minifters, the mafters and difciples of 
vocal and inftrumental mufic, vifited, in their re- 
fpeftive circuits, the royal, the noble, and the 
plebeian houfes ; and the public poverty, almoft 
exhaulled by the clergy, was oppreffed by the 
importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
and merit were afeertained by folemn trials, and 
the ftrong belief of fupernatural infpiration ex- 
alted the fancy of the poet, and of his audi- 
ence*”. The laft retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain, were lefs 
adapted to agriculture than to pafturage : the 
wealth of the Britons confided in their flocks and 
herds i milk and flefli were their ordinary food; 
and bread was fometimes eftcemed, or rejedbed, as 
a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the moun- 
tains of Wales and the morafles of Armorica : 
but their populoufnefs has been malicioufly 
aferibed to the loofe practice of polygamy; and 
the houfes of thefe licentious barbarians have 
been fuppofed to contain ten wives, and per- 
haps fifty children *'“. Their difpofition was rafh 


•57 Mr. Pennant’s Tour in Wales (p. 426 — 449.) has furnilhed 
me with a curious and interefting account of the WeKh bar.ls. In 
the year 1568, a feffion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial com- 
mand of queen Elizabeth, and regular degrees in vocal and inftru- 
mental mufic were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. The prjze (a 
(liver harp) was adjudged by the Moftyn family. 

• 5 * Regio longe lateque diffufa, milite, niagis quam credibile fit. 
referta. Paitibus equidein in illis miles unus quinquaginta general, 
fortitus more barbaro denas aiit amplius uxorcs. This reproach of 
William of Poitiers (in the Hiftorians of France, tom. xi. p. 88.) 
is difdaimed by the Benedifline editors. 

and 
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ufxxviii" choleric ; they were bold in aflion and 

w— V- in fpeech'”; and as they were ignorant of the 

arts of peace, they alternately indulged their paf- j 
fions in foreign and domeftic war. The cavalry * 
of Armorica, the fpearmen of Gwent, and the 
archers of Merioneth, were equally formidable} 
but their poverty could fcldom procure either 
fbields or helmets j and the inconvenient weight ' 
would have retarded the fpeed and agility of their 
defultory operations. One of the greateft of the 
Englifh monarchs was requefted to fatisfy the 
curiofity of a Greek emperor concerning the ftate 
of Britain ; and Henry II. could alTert, from his 
perfonal experience, that Wales was inhabited 
by a race of .naked warriors, who encountered 
without fear, the defenfive armour of their erie- 
mies 

Obfeureor By the revolution of Britain, the limits of fei- 
fUte'X ence, as well as of empire, were contrafted. The ’ 
Britain, dark cloud, which had been cleared by the Phoe- 
nician difcoverics, and finally difpellcd by the 
arms of Csefar, again fettled on the fbores of the 
Atlantic, and a Roman province was again loft 
among the fabulous iflands of the Ocean. One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hono- \ 

I 

r 

*59 Giraldus Cambrenfis confines this gift of bold and ready elo- 
quence to the Romans, the French, and the Britons. The mali- 
cious Wellhman inCniiates, that the Englilh taciturnity might poili- 
bly be the effeft of their fervitude under the Normans. 

160 The pifture of Wellh and Armorican manners is drawn from 
Giraldus (Defeript. Cambriae, c. 6— ij. inter Script. Cambden. 
p. 826 — 891.), and the authors quoted by the Abb£ de Vertot 
(Hift. Critique, tom. ii. p. 259—166.), 

rius. 
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rhis, the gravell hiftorian of the times deferibes xx^vin 
the wonders of a remote ifle, whofe eaftern and ■. — 
weftern parts are divided by an antique wall, the 
boundary of life and death, or, more properly, 
of truth and fiftion. The eaft is a fair country, 
inhabited by a civilifed people : the air is healthy, 
the waters arc pure and plentiful, and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
weft, beyond the wall, the air is infectious and 
mortal ; the ground is covered with ferpents j 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
fpirits, who are tranfported from the oppofite 
fhorcs in fubftantiai boats, and by living rowers. 

Some families of filbcrmen, the fubjeds of the 
Franks, are excufed from tribute, in confideration 
of the myfterious office which is performed by 
thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn is 
fommoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear the 
voices, and even the names, of the ghofts : he 
is fcnfible of their weight, and he feels himfclf 
impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible, power. 

After this dream of fancy, we read with aftonilfi- 
ment, that the name of this ifland is Brittia ; that 
it lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
Rhine, and lefs than thirty miles from the con- 
tinent ; that it is polfefled by three nations, the 
Frifians, the Angles, and the Britons ; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conftanrinople, in 

See Trocopliis <le Bell. Gothic. 1 . iv. c. 20. p. 6zo — 625. 

Tlie Greek hiltorian is himlclf fo cotifounded by the wonders which 
he relates, that he weakly attcinpls to diftinguifh the iflands of 
^riitia and Britain, which he has identitied by lb many Inl'eparable 
circumitnnees. 

VoL. VI. D d the 
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c II A P. the train of the French ambaflTadors. From thefp 

XXXVIII 

■J. ^ ambaffadors Procopius might be informed of a 
Angular, though not improbable, adventure, 
which announces the fpirit, ratlier than the deli- 
cacy, of an Englifli heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radiger king of theVarni, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine j 
but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives 
of policy, to prefer his father’s widow, the fifter 
of Theodebert king of the Franks The for- 
faken princefs of the Angles, inftead of bewail- 
ing, revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjedls 
are faid to have been ignorant of the ufe, and 
even of the form, of an horfc ; but (he boldly 
failed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of four hupdred (hips, and an army 
of one hundred thoufand men. After the lofs 
of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the 
'mercy of His vidorious bride, who generoufly 
pardoned his offence, difmified her rival, and 
compelled the king of the Yarni to difeharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an huf- 
band This gallant exploit appears to be the 

. ■ , ■ • laft 

Theocicberf, grandfon of Clovis, and king of Auftrafia, was 
tlie moft pywerfal and warlike prince of the age ; and this remark- 
able adventnre may be placed between the years 534 and 547, the 
extreme terms of his reign. His fifter Theudechildis retired to Sens, 
where (he founded monafteries, and diftr'ibuted alms (fee the notes 
of ibc Beuediftine editors, in tom. ii. p. 116.). If we may credit 
' the praifes of Fortunatus ( 1 . vi. carm. 5. in tom. ii. p. 507.), Kai 

digtr was deprived of a moft valuable wife. 

' Perhaps (he was the filler of one of the princes or chiefs of the 

Angles, wh-J landed in 5*7, and the following years, between the 

" Humber 
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lafl: naval entcrprife of the Anglo-Saxons. The 
arts of navigation, by which they had acquired 
the empire of Britain and of the fea, were foon 
neglcdted by the indolent Barbarians, who fu- 
pinely renounced all the commercial advantages 
of their infular fituation. Seven independent 
kingdoms were agitated by perpetual difeordj 
and the Briiijh world was fddom conneded, cither 
in peace or war, with the nations of the con- 
tinent 

I have now accomplilhed the laborious narra- 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, 
from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto- 
nines, to its total extinction in the Well, about 
five centuries after the Chriltian xra. At that 
unhappy period, the Saxons fiercely llruggled 
with the natives for the poffelTion of Britain ; 
Gaul and Spain were divided between the power- 
ful monarchies of the Franks and Vifigoths, and 
the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi and Bur- 
gundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe- 
cution of the Vandals, and the favage infuhs of' 
the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as the banks 


Humljer ami the Thames, and gradually founded the kingdoms of 
Eaft Anglia and Mercia. The Englilh writers are ignorant of her 
atame and exigence : but Procopius may have fuggelttd to Mr. Rowe 
the charafter and lituation of Rodugunc in the tragedy of the Royal 
Convert. 

>6+ In the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours, we cannot find 
any traces of holliic or fiicndiv intercourfe between Fiance and 
England, except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert king 
of Paris, quam regis tujufJam in Cantia filius matrimonio copula- 
vit ( 1 . ix. c. 26. in tom. ii. p. 34S.). The bifliop of Tours ended . 
his hiftor)’ and his life almoll immediately before the ccutvcilion of 
Kent. 
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x;«viii* Danube, were afflifted by an army of Bar, 

barian mercenaries, whofe lawlefs tyranny was 
fuccceded by the reign of Theodoric the Oftro- 
goth. All the fubjeds of the empire, who, by 
the ufe of the Latin language, more particularly 
deferved the name and privileges of Romans, 
were opprefled by the difgrace and calamities of 
foreign conqueft j and the vidorious nations of 
Germany cftablilhed a new fyftem of manners 
and government in the w'eftern countries of Eu- 
rope. The majefty of Rome was faintly repre- 
fentedby the princes of Conftantinople, the feeble 
and imaginary fiicceflbrs of Auguftus. Yet they 
• continued to reign over the Eaft, from the Da- 
nube to the Nile and Tigris ; the Gothic and 
Vandal kingdoms of Italy and Africa were fub- 
verted by the arms of Juftinian ; and the hiftory 
of the Greek emperors may dill aft'ord a long 
feries of inftrudivc Icffons, and intereding re- 
volutions. 
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General Ohfervations on the Fall of the Roman 
Empire in the Weft. 

T H E Greeks, after their country had been 
reduced into a province, imputed the tri- 
umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconftant god- 
defs, who fo blindly diftributes and refume$ her 
favours, had now confented (fuch was the lan- 
guage of envious flattery) to rcfign her wings, to 
defccnd from her globe, and to fix her firm and 
immutable throne on the banks of the Tybcr *. 
A wifer Greek, who has compofcd, with a phi- 
lofophic fpirit, the memorable hiftory of his own 
times, deprived his countrymen of this vain and 
delufive comfort, by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome *. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic j the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemn 

• Such are the figurative expreflions of Plutarch (Opera, tom. ii. 
p. 318. edit. Wechel), to whom, on the faith of his fon Lamprias 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Oraec. tom. iii. p. 341.), I lhall boldly impute 
the malicious declamation, irigi tk Pa/xaim ruxit. The fame opi- 
nions had prevailed among the Greeks two hundred and fifty year* 
before Plutarch ; and to confute them, is the profefled intention of 
Polybius (Hiit. I. i. p.90. edit. Gronov. Amftel. 1670.). 

a See the ineftimable remains of the fixth book of Polybius, and 
many other parts of his general hiftory, particularly a digreflion in 
the feventeenth book, in which he compares the phalanx and the 
legion. 
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glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Ro- 
man youth was kindled into aftive emulation, as 
often as they beheld the domeftic images of their 
anceftors The temperate ftruggles of the pa- 
tricians and plebeians had finally eftablilhed the 
firm and equal balance of the confiitutionj which 
united the freedom of popular afiemblies, with 
the authority and wifdom of a fcnate, and the 
executive powers of a regal magiftrate. When 
the conful difplayed the (tandard of tlie republic, 
each citizen bound himfelf, by the obligation of 
an oath, to draw his fword in the caufe of his 
country, till he had difeharged the facred duty by 
a military fervice of ten years. This wife infti- 
tution continually poured into the field the ri- 
fjng generations of freemen and foldiers j and 
their numbers were reinforced by the warlike and 
populous ftates of Italy, who, after a brave refift- 
ance, had yielded to the valour, and embraced 
the alliance, of the Romans. The fage hiftorian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, and 
beheld the ruin of Carthage has accurately 
deferibed their military fyftem i their levies, arms, 
exercifes, fubordination, marches, encampments^ 

J Salluft, de Bell. Jugurthin. c. 4. Such were the generous pro- 
feflions of P. Scipio and Maximus. The Latin hiftorian hatf 
read, and inoft probably tranferibes, Polybius, their contemporaiy 
and friend. 

♦ While Carthage was in flames, Scipio repeated tv/o lines of the 
Iliad, which exprtjs the deftruSion of Troy, aclcnowledgiog to Po- 
lybius, his friend and preceptor (Polyb. in Excerpt, de Virtut. et 
Vit. tom. ii. p. 1+55 — 1465). that while he recollefled the vicifli- 
tuiles of hum"an aft'airs, he inwardly applied them to the future cala- 
mities of Rome (Appian. in Libycis, p. 136. edit. Toll.). 

and 
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and the invincible legion,'" fuperior in aftive • 
ilrength to tlie Macedonian phalanx of Philip and 
Alexander. From thefc inftitutions of peace and 
war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and fiiccefs 
of a people, incapable of fear, and impatient of 
repofe. The ambitious defign of conquell, which 
might have been defeated by the feafonable con- 
fpiracy of mankind, was attempted and atchiev- ' 
ed ; and the perpetual violation of juftice was 
maintained by the political virtues of prudence 
and courage. The arms of the republic, fome- 
times vatiquifhed in battlej always victorious in 
war, advanced with rapid fteps to the Euphrates, 
the Danube, the Rhine, and the Ocean j and the 
imagesof goldj or filver, or brafs; that might ferve 
to reprefent the nations and their kings, were 
fuccelTivdy broken by the iron monarchy of 
Rome 

The rife of a city, which fwelled into ari 
empire, may deferv'e, as a fingular prodigy, the 
reflcdlion of a philofuphic mind. But the decline 
of Rome was the natural and inevitable etfecl of 
immoderate greatnefs. Profperity ripened the 
principle of decay j the caufes of deftrut^ion 
multiplied with the extent of'conquefl j and as 
foon as time or accident had removed the artificial • 

i S«e Daniel H. 31—4.0. “And thefourtfci kingdom fliall bcftiong 
“ asiVoB; t'orafmuch as iron breakctli in pieces, and i'ubdueih alt < 

“ things.” The remainder of ihe prophecy (the mixture of iron 
and e!iy) was accomplillied, acconhag to St. Jerom, in his own 
imc. Sicut enim in principio nihil Roiiuno Imperio fortius et du- 
rius, ita in fine reruin nihil imbeclllius ; quuin ct in bcHis civilibus 
et adverlus diverfas nationes, alianim gentium birbaiaruin auxiiio 
iodigemus (Opera, tom. v. p. 57a.). 
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fupports, the ftupendaus fabric yielded ta the 
preffure of its own weight. The ftory of its ruin 
is fimple and obvious j and inftead of enquiring 
why the Roman empire was deftroyed, we fliould 
rather be furprifed that it had fubfifted fo long. 
The viflorious legions, who, rn diftant wars, 
acquired the vices of ftrangers and mercenaries, 
firft oppreffed the freedom of the republic, and 
afterwards violated the majefty of the purple. 
The emperors, anxious for their perfonal fafety 
and the public peace, were reduced to the bafe 
expedient of corrupting the difeipline which ren- 
dered them alike formidable to their foverciga 
and to the enemy j the vigour of the military 
government was relaxed, and finally diflblved, 
by the partial inftitutions of Confiantmej and 
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. 

The decay of Rome has been frequently aferib- 
ed to the tranfl'ation of the feat of empire j but 
this hiftory has already Ihewn, that the powers of 
government were dividedy rather than removed. 
The throne of Conftantinople was erected in the 
Eaft; while the Weft was ftill poffeffed by a 
feries of emperors who held their refidence in 
Italy, and claimed their equal inheritance of the 
legions and provinces. This dangerous novelty 
impaired the ftrengch, and fomented the vices, of 
a double reign : the inftruments of an oppreffive 
and arbitrary fyftem were multiplied j and a vain 
• emulation of luxury, not of merit, was intro- 
duced and fupported between the degenerate 
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fucceffors of Theodofuis. Extreme diftrefs, which 
unites the virtue of a free people, embitters the 
fadions of a declining monarchy. The hoftile 
favourites of Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the 
republic to its common enemies ; and the Byzan- 
tine court beheld with indifference, perhaps with 
pleafure, the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunes 
of Italy, and the lofs of the Weft. Under the 
fuccceding reigns, the alliance of the two empires 
was reftored; but the aid of the Oriental Romans 
was tardy, doubtful, and ineffectual ; and the 
national fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was 
enlarged by the perpetual difference of language 
and manners, of intereft, and even of religion. 
Yet the falutary event approved in fomc meafure 
the judgment of Conftantine. During a long 
period of decay, his impregnable city repelled 
the victorious armies of Barbarians, protected the 
wealth of Afia, and commanded, both in peace 
and war, the important ftreights which conneCt 
the Euxine and Mediterranean feas. The foun- ' 
dation of Conftantinople more effentially con- 
tributed to the prefervation of the Eaft, than to 
the ruin of the Weft. 

As the happinefs of a future life is the great 
object of religion, we may hear without furprife • 
or fcandal, that the introduction, or at leaft the 
abufe, of Chriftianity, had fome influence on the 
decline and 'fall of the Roman empire. The 
clergy fuccefsfully preached the doCtrines of pa- 
tience and pufillanimity j the aCtive virtues of 
fociety were difeouraged and the laft remains 

of 
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of military fpirit were buried in the cloyfter : d 
large portion of public and private wealth was 
confecrated to the fpecious demands of charity 
and devotion ; and the foldiers pay was lavifhed 
on the ufelcfs multitudes of both fexes, who could 
only p>lead the merits of abftincnce and chaftity. 
Faith, zeal, curiofity, and the more earthly paf- 
fions of malice and ambition, kindled the flame 
tjf theological difcord ; the church, and even the 
ftate, were diftrafted by religious faftions, whofe 
€onfli£ts were fometimes bloody, and always 
implacable j the attention of the emperors was 
diverted from camps to fynods j the Roman world 
was opprefled by a new fpecics of tyranny; and 
the perfecuted fefls became the fecret enemies of 
their country. Yet party-fpirit, however per- 
nicious or abfurd, is a principle of union as well 
as of diflention. The bifhops, from eighteen 
hundred pulpits, inculcated the duty of pafTive 
obedience to a lawful and orthodox fovereign; 
their frequent aflTemblies, and perpetual corre- 
fpondcnce, maintained the communion of diflant 
churches ; and the benevolent temper of the go- 
fpel was ftrengthened, though confined, by the 
fpiritual alliance of the Catholics. The facred 
indolence of the monks was devoutly embraced 
by a fervile and effeminate age ; but if fuperfti- 
tion had not afforded a decent retreat, the fame 
vices would have tempted the unworthy Romans 
to defect, from bafer motives, the ftandard of the 
republic. Religious {rrecepts are eafily obeyed, 
which indulge and fanilify the natural inclinations 

of 
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of their votaries; but the pure and genuine influ- 
ence of Chriftianity may be traced in its beneficial, 
rhough imperfedl, efFefts on the Barbarian pro- 
felytes of the North. If the decline of the Roman 
empire was hafiened by the converfidti of Con- 
ftantine, his victorious religion broke the violence 
of the fall, and mollified the ferocious temper of 
the conquerors. 

This awful revolution may be ufefully applied 
ro the inflruiftion of the prefent age. It is the 
duty of a patriot to prefer and promote the ex- 
clufive interefi: and glory of his native country : 
but a philofophcr may be permitted to enlarge 
his views, and to confider Europe as one great 
republic, whole various inhabitants have attained 
ahnoft the fame ievel of politenefs and cultivation. 

The balance of power will continue to fluCluate, 
and the profperity of our own, or the neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, may be alternately exalted cr dc- 
prefled ; but thefe partial events cannot efien- 
tially injure our general ftate of happinefs, the 
fyftem of arts, and laws, and manners, which ib 
advantageoufly difUnguifh, above the refi of man- 
kind, the E-uropeans and their colonics. The 
favage nations of the globe are the common ene- 
mies of civilifed fociety ; and we may inquire 
with anxious curiofny, whether Europe is flill 
threatened with a repetition of thole calamities, 
which formerly opprefled the arms and inflini- 
tions of Rome. Perhaps the fame reflections 
will illufcrate the fall of that mighty empire, and 
explain the prol>abk; caufes of-our aCtual fecurity. 

I. The 
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I. The Romans were ignorant of the extent of 
their danger, and the number of their enemies. 
Beyond the Rhine and Danube, the northern 
countries of Europe and Afia were filled with 
innumerable tribes of hunters and Ihepherds, 
poor, voracious, and turbulent; bold in arms, 
and impatient to ravilh the fruits of induftry. 
The Barbarian world was agitated by the rapid, 
impulfe of war ; and the peace of Gaul or Italy 
was lhaken by the diftant revolutions of China. 
The Huns, who fled before a vi<Slorious enemy, 
direfted their march towards the Weft ; and the 
torrent was fwelled by the gradual accefljon of 
captives and allies. The flying tribes who yielded 
to the Huns, alTumed in their turn the fpirit of 
conqueft; the endlefs column, of Barbarians 
preflTed on the Roman empire with accumulated 
weight ; and, if the foremoft were deftroyed, the 
vacant fpace was inftantly replcnilhed by new 
aflfailants. Such formidable emigrations can no 
longer ilTue from the North ; and the long 
repofe, which has been imputed to the decreafe 
of population, is the happy confequence of the 
progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inflead of fome 
rude villages, thinly feattered among its woods 
and moralTes, Germany now produces a lift of 
two thoufand three hundred walled towns : the 
Chriftian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Poland have been fuccelTively eftablilhed; and 
the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
have extended their colonies along the coaft of 
the Baltic^ as far as the Gulf of Finland. From 

9 the 
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the Gulf of Finland to the Eaftern Ocean, Rufiia 
now afliimes the form of a powerful and civilifed 
empire. The plough, the loom, and the forge 
are introduced on the banks of the Volga, the 
Oby, and the Lena; and the fierceft of the Tar- 
tar hords have been taught to tremble and obey. 
The reign of independent Barbarifm is now con- 
trafted to a narrow fpan ; and the remnant of 
Calmucks or Uzbecks, whole forces may be al- 
moft numbered, cannot ferioufly excite the ap- 
prehenfions of the great republic of Europe*. 
Yet this apparent fccurity fhould not tempt us to 
forget that new enemies, and unknown dangers, 
may poffihly arife from fome obfeure people, 
fcarcely vifible in the map of the world. The 
Arabs or Saracens, who fpread their conquefts 
from India to Spain, had languilhed in poverty 
and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into thofc 
favage bodies the foul of enthufiafm. 

II. The empire of Rome was firmly eftablilhed 
by the fingular and perfe(5l coalition of its mem- 
bers. The fubjed nations, refigning the hope, 
and even the wifh, of independence, embraced 
the charader of Roman citizens ; and the pro- 
vinces of the Weft were reludantly torn by the 


® Tlie French and Englifh editors of the Genealogical Hiftory 
of the Tartars have fubjoined a cuiious, though imjterfeft, deferip- 
tion of their prefent ftate. \Vc might quellion the independence of 
tjie Calmucks, or Eluths, fince they have been recently vanquilbed 
by the Chinefe, who, in the year 1759, fubdued the lelTer Bucharia, 
and advanced into the country of Badaklhan, near the fources 
of the Oxus (Memoircs fur les Chinois, tom. i. p. 315— 
^00.). But thel'e coiiqutfts are precarious, nor wijl I venture to 
cnfuie thefafety of the Chinefe empire. 

Barbarians 
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Rarbariaos from the bofom of their mother- 
country \ But this union was purchafed by the 
loft of national freedom and military fpiritj 
and the fervile provinces, deftitute of life and 
TOOtion, expcfted their fafety from the mercenary 
troops and governors, who were diretfred by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happinefs of an 
hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit 
of one, or two, men, p^erhaps children, whofe ' 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in- 
flifted on the empire during the minorities of the 
fons and grandfons of Theodofius ; and after 
thofe incapable princes feemcd to attain the 
age of manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the bifhops, the ftate to the eunuchs, 
and the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three refpedlable common- 
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though inde- 
pendent, ftates : the chances of royal and 

minifterial talents are multiplied, at lead:, with 
the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semi- 
ramis, may reign in the North, while Arcadius 
and Honorius again flumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the mutual influence of fear and fhame; re- 
publics have acquired order and liability ; mo- 
narchies have imbibed the principles of freedom, 

7 The prudent reader will determine how far this genera! propo- 
iition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifaurians, the independence 
of Britain and Armorica, the Moorini tribes, or the Bagaudae of 
Caul and Spain (vol. i. p. 34.0. vol. iii. p. *73. 337. 4 j 4 -)- 
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or, at lead, of moderation ; and fome fenfe of 
honour and juftice is introduced into the mod 
defeclive conftitutlons by the general manners of 
the times. In peace, the progiefsof knowledge 
and indultry is accelerated by the emulation of 
fo many active rivals : in war, the European 
forces are exercifed by temperate and undecifivc 
contefts. If a favage conqueror Ihould iflue from 
V the deferts of Tartary, he mud repeatedly van- 
quiih the robufl. peafants of Ruffia, the numerous 
armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France, 
and the intrepid freemen of Britain j who, per- 
haps, might confederate for their common de- 
fence. Should the victorious Barbarians carry 
flavery and defolation as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean, ten thoufand veflels would tranfport be- 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilifed focietyj; 
and Europe would revive and flourilh in the 
American world, which is already filled with 
her colonies, and inftitutiorrs ^ 

ill. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the ftrcngth and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and 
Perfia, who neglefled, and (till negleft, to coun- 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the rcfources 
of military art. The warlike ilates of antiquity,. 

* America now contains about fix millions of European blood 
and defeentj and their numbers, at lead in the North, are conti- 
nually increafing. Whatever may be the changes of their political 
fituation, they mu ft preferve the manners of Europe; and we may 
refleft with fome plcafure, that the Englifti language will probably 
b« diffukd over an immenfe and populous continent. 

Greece, 
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Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, educated a race 
of foldiers; exercifed their bodies, difciplined 
their courage, multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions, and converted the iron, which they 
poflefled, into ftrong and ferviceable weapons. 
But this fuperiority infenfibly declined with their 
laws and manners; and the feeble policy of Con- 
ftantine and his fucceflfors armed and inftrufted, 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the Barbarian mercenaries. The military art 
has been changed by the invention of gunpowder; 
•which enables man to command the two moH: 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymiftry, mechanics, architeflure, have 
been applied to the fervice of war ; and the ad- 
verfe parties oppofe to each other the moft ela- 
borate modes of attack and of defence. Hifto- 
rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara- 
tions of a fiege would found and maintain a 
flourifiiing colony®; yet we cannot be difple^ifed, 
that the fubverfion of a city fhould be a work of 
coft and difficulty; or that an induftrious people 
fhould be proteded by thofe arts, which furvive 

9 On avoit fait venir (for the fiege of Turin) i+o pieces de 
canon ; et >1 efl a reinaiquer que chaque gros canon monte rerient a 
environ aoco ecus: il y avoit 1 10,000 boiilets ; ic6, 000 cartouches 
d’une fagon, et joo, 000 d*une autre ; a 1,000 bombes 5 17,700 gre- 
nades, 15,000 facs a terre, 30,000 infirumens pour le pionnage ; 
r, 100,000 livres de poudre. Ajoutez a ces munitions, leplomb, le 
fer, et le fer-blanc, les cordages, tout ce qui i'eit aux mineurs, le 
fouphre, le falpetre, les outils de toute efpece. II eft certain que les 
frais de tous ces preparatifs de deftruflion fuftiroient pour fonder et 
pour faiie fleurir la plus nombreufe colonie. Voltaire, Siecle de 
Louis XIV, c. jyt, in his V/'orks, tom. xi. p. 391. 
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and fuppJy the decay of military virtue. Cannon" 
and fortifications now form an impregnable bar- 
rier againft the Tartar horfcj and Europe is 
fccure from any future irruption of Barbarians ; 
fince, before they can conquer, they muft ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the 
fcience of war would always be accompanied, as 
we may learn from the example of Ruffia, with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy ; and they themfelves muft de- 
lerve a place among the polifhed nations whom 
they fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful or 
fallacious, there ftill remains a more humble 
fource of comfort and hope. The difcoveries 
of ancient and modern navigators, and the do- 
meftic hiftory, or tradition, of the moft en- 
lightened nations, reprefcnt the human favagey 
naked both in mind and body, and deftitute of 
laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoft of language 
From this abjcdl condition, perhaps the primitive 
and univerfal ftate of man, he has gradually 
arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the 
earth, to traverfe the ocean, and to meafurc the 


It would be an eafy, though tedious taflc, to produce the 
authorities of poets, pbilofophers, and hiftorlans. I fliall therefore 
content myfelf with appealing to the deciSve and authentic teftimony 
•f Diodorus Siculus (tom. i. 1 . i. p. ii, iz. I. iii. p. 184, &c. 
edit. WelTeling.). The Ifthyophagi, who in his time wandered 
along the fltoies of the Red Sea, can only be compared to the natives 
of New Holland (Dampier’s Voyages, vol. i. p. 464, 469.). 
Fancy, or perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppofe an extreme and abfolute 
ftate of nature far below the level of thefe favages, wb« bad acquired 
feme arts and inftruments. 

VoL. VI. E e heavens: 
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heavens. His progrefs in the improvement and 
cxercifc of his mental and corporeal faculties ** 
has been irregular and various j infinitely fiow in 
the beginning, and increafing by degrees nvith 
redoubled velocity : ages of laborious afeent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
ftl i and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the viciffitudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
the experience of four thoufand years fhould 
enlarge our hopes, and diminilh our apprehen- 
fions': we cannot determine to what height the 
human fpecics may afpire in their advances to- 
wards perfedtion j but it may fafely be prefumed, 
that no people, unlefs the face of nature is 
changed, will relapfe into their original bar- 
barifm. The improvements of fociety may be 
viewed under a threefold afpedl. i. The poet 
or philofophcr illuftrates his age and country by 
the efforts of a Jingle mind j but thefe fuperior 
powers of reafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
neous produftions ; and the genius of Homer, or 
Cicero, or Newton, would excite Icfs admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
prince, or the Icffons of a preceptor, a. The 
benefits of law and policy, of trade and manii- 
faftures, of arts and feiences, are more folid and 
permanent; and many individuals may be quali- 
fied, by education and difeipline, to promote, in 
their refpeflive llations, the intereft of the com- 

See the learned and rational work of the Prefident Goguet, de 
J’Origine des Loix, de» Arts et des Sciences. He traces from fails, 
or conjeilures (tom. i. p. 147— 337, edit, lamo.), the firllanj moft 
difficult fteps of human invention. 

munity. 
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ffiunity. But this general order is the efFeft of 
(kill and labour; and the complex machinery 
w in may i>c decayed by time, or injured by violence, 
with Fortunately for mankind, the more ureful, 
"cent or, at leaft, more neceflary arts, can be per- 
)wn- formed without fuperior talents, or national 
laire fubordination ; without the powers of ofUf or the 
Yet union of maf^. Each village, each family, each 
}uld individual, mud always polTefs both ability and 
icn- inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire “ and 
the of metals j the propagation and fervice of do- 
to- medic animals; the methods of hunting and 
icd, filhing ; the rudiments of navigation ; the imper- 
i$ fc£t cultivation of corn, or other nutritive graia; 
ar- and the fimple pradlice of the niechanic trades, 
be Private genius and public indudry may be extir- 
oct tirpated ; but thefe hardy plants furvive the 
bjr temped, and drike an everlading root into the 
lor moft unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of 
a- Augudus and Trajan were cclipfed by a cloud of 
or ignorance f and the Barbarians fubverted the 
laws and palaces of Rome. But the feythe, the 
, , invention or emblem of Saturn dill con- 
. ' tinued annually to mow the harveds of Italy; 

. I* It is certain, however ftrange, that many nations have been 

Ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otafaeite. 

■ who are deftitute of metals, have not invented any earthen veflels 
I capable of fuftaining the a£Iion of fire, and of communicating the 
heat to the liquids which they contain. 

Plutarch. Q^ft. Rom. in tom. ii. p. *75. Macrob. Saturnal. 
1 . i. c. S. p. 15s. edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (cf his re- 
ligious worfhip) in a fkip, may indicate, that the favage coalt of 
' J-atium was firll difeovered and civilifed by the Phoenicians. . 

:J: and 


V 

THE DECLINE AND FALL, 

and the human feafts of the Lasftrigons '* have 
never been renewed on the coaft of Campania. 

. Since the firft difcovery of the arts, war, 
commerce, and religious zeal have diffufcd, 
among the favages of the Old aiid New World, 
thefe ineftimable gifts : they have been fucccf- 
fively propagated ; they can never be loft. Wc 
may therefore, acquicfce in the pleafing conclu- 
fion, that every, age of the world has increafcd, 
and ftill increafes, the real wealth, the happi- 
nefs, the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of 
the human race 


Tn the ninth and tenth books of the Odyfley, Homer has tm- 
bellifhcd the tiles of fearful and credulous failors, who transformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monftrous giants. 

•5 The merit of dilcovery has too often been lluined with avarice, 
cruelly', and fanaticil'ni ; and the intcrconrfe of nations has produced 
the CuniiTuinication ‘of difeafe and prejudice. A fingular exception 
is due to the virtue of our own times and country. The five great 
voyages fucccflivcly undertaken by the command of his prefent Ma- 
jtdy, were infpired by the pure arid generous love of fcience and 
of mankind. The fame prince, adapting his benefailions to the diffe- 
rent Ifagcs of focieiy, lias founded a fchool of painting in his capital ; 
and has introduced into the iflands of the South Sea, the vegetables 
and animals inoft ufeful to human life. 
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